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Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Rick Myers at  
300-8782 or email him 
at rick@icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news 
deadlines are several 
days prior to print. 

Contact the Editor/Publisher

7670 US 31 S
Indianapolis, IN 46227

Ph: (317) 300-8782

The Center Grove ICON is 
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Children and their families eagerly awaited to see Santa while being transported by train along the Greenwood Amphitheater Trail during Kid City Christmas 
Express, held recently at Greenwood Community Center. Children sat on Santa’s lap and gave him their wish lists. “The biggest attraction to this event is 
the excitement to ride a train to see Santa, taking in all the lights along the way and enjoying the spirit of the season,” said Molly Shields, marketing & 
communications coordinator for Greenwood Parks & Recreation.  (Photo by Chris Baker)
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Our vision for the future of health care in Johnson County is about to become 
reality. Soon we’ll be opening a new state-of-the-art emergency and outpatient 
services building, totally reshaping the east side of our campus.

It’s a patient-focused future, with easier access, shorter wait times and the warm, 
compassionate care you expect from Johnson County’s only full-service hospital.

The future is in sight, and our vision is 2020.

THE FUTURE IS IN SIGHT
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Athlete of the Month 
Peyton Pruitt

By Rick Morwick

Wrestling doesn’t run in Peyton Pru-
ett’s family. Or at least, it didn’t used to.

It all changed a decade ago when 
he followed a path blazed by his older 
brothers, who turned to wrestling 
when their basketball plans didn’t  
pan out.

“I started wrestling when my broth-
ers got cut from the middle school 
basketball team,” Pruett said.  “My dad 
was a basketball coach and he decid-
ed that my brothers should go out for 
wrestling. After they started doing it, I 
followed in their footsteps and started 
wrestling in second grade because I 
looked up to them.”

Today, Pruett is a senior standout on 
the Center Grove High School wres-
tling team. A four-year varsity mem-
ber, he is projected to be one of the 
state’s top performers at 160 pounds. 
He was ranked fourth in the state last 
season at 145 pounds.

Pruett moved up a couple of weight 
classes this season as a natural pro-
gression of physical growth.

“My goal is that I believe that I can 
be a state champion this year,” he said. 
“I’ve fallen short a couple of times due 
to injuries and whatnot, but I really 
feel like I have a great chance at tak-
ing home the state title.

“But it’s a long road and I need to 

take it one match at a time.”
Despite battling injuries last sea-

son, Pruett advanced to the semistate 
quarterfinals, where he fell just short 
of reaching what would have been 
his first IHSAA State Meet. He finished 
with a 29-8 record and resolved to 
push himself even harder this year for 
a shot at a state title.

A former football player, he gave up 
that sport after his sophomore year 
to focus on wrestling. The individual 
challenge of wrestling is what he ap-
preciates most about it.

“The thing I enjoy most about the 
sport is that the guy who wins is the 
guy who works the hardest in prepara-
tion for the match,” Pruett said. “There 
is no one else who can determine the 
outcome except you.”

Despite heavy graduation losses 
from last year’s sectional champion-
ship team, Pruett is confident the Tro-
jans will evolve into a team force by 
the time sectionals begin Jan. 26. The 
individual and team state finals are 
Feb. 15-16 at Bankers Life Fieldhouse.

“I really think we have a very strong 
team this year and I think we can do 
some great things,” Pruett said. “We 
lost a big senior class last year and 
we are going to need some younger 
guys to step up and fill their shoes, 
and I need to be a good role model 
for them.”

Peyton Pruitt.  (Submitted photo)

NAME: 
Peyton Pruett

SPORT: 
Wrestling

YEAR:  
Senior

AGE:  17

WEIGHT CLASS:  
160 pounds

EXPERIENCE:  
Four-year varsity

FAVORITE TV SHOW: 
South Park

FAVORITE MOVIE: 
Hercules

HOBBIES/INTERESTS:  
Watching football, 
hanging out with 
his brothers and 
playing Xbox One.

COLLEGE PLANS: 
Is still sorting 
options but plans 
to major in nursing.

PARENTS: 
Jim and Tracie 
Pruett

THE PRUETT FILE

COMMUNITY

Center Grove 
News Quiz

1 Peyton Pruitt, Athlete of the 
Month, played another sport in 

high school before wrestling. What 
was the sport?

❏ A. Football
❏ B. Basketball
❏ C. Golf
❏ D. Swimming

2 Mary Kay Anthony, ICON of the 
Year, went to a college now 

known as the University of Indianapolis. 
What was the original name?

❏ A. Bedford College 
❏ B. Indiana Central College
❏ C.  North Western Christian 

University
❏ D. Winona College 

3 Tom Drake, co-owner of CBD 
Health of Indiana, has seen a 

spike in sales for CBD products for 
dogs around which holiday?

❏ A. Thanksgiving
❏ B. Halloween
❏ C. Christmas
❏ D. The Fourth of July

4 Which comic book character 
did Comic Book University 

co-owner, Rob Skorjanc, become 
fascinated with at age 6?

❏ A. Superman
❏ B. Batman
❏ C. Spiderman
❏ D. Archie

5 Which holiday concert is Stage 
to Screen Studios in Greenwood 

performing now?

❏ A.  Broadway Christmas 
Wonderland

❏ B. Holidazzle
❏ C. All is Calm
❏ D. A Holly Jolly Christmas

How well do you know your 
Center Grove community?  

Test your current event 
knowledge each month  

with a little Q&A!

SEE ANSWERS ON PAGE 23.
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HISTORY & ARCHITECTURE

Left, Frank Thomas Sr. was a farmer and lived on the east side of Morgantown Road, near State Road 144. All that remains of his former home today is a red barn.  |  Right, Frank and Velda Thomas’s former 
residence is now home to Center Grove’s Soccer Club.  (Photos by Jeff Beck)

By Jeff Beck

The land belonging to Maple Grove El-
ementary and Center Grove Schools’ bus 
garage was once the McCarty/Kephart 
farm. The CG Soccer Club Fields was once 
the location of the Thomas farm. Serenity 
Woods and Kerrington Estates were once 
owned by the Thomas family. Memories 
shared in this article are that of Frank 
and Velma Foglesong Thomas; they lived 
west of Bargersville during their married 
life. Frank Sr. and Velma were blessed 
with one son, Frank Jr. 

Frank Sr. farmed all his life; his wife 
maintained the household while raising 
their son. Their home was located on 
Morgantown Road’s east side, roughly 
one mile south of State Road 144. All 
that remains at the site of the original 
farm property is a red barn. Leadership 
Johnson County group has documented 
all farm barns in Johnson County with 
photos and owner information for his-
tory purposes. 

Baling hay
I vividly recall my father helping Frank 

Sr. bale hay after spring crops were 
planted. Frank Sr. would drive a Super 
M Farmall tractor, pulling a square baler 
and a hay wagon. Dad would be the one 
on the hay wagon stacking bales as they 
came out of the baler. A wooden brace on 
the back of the hay wagon helped secure 
hay. Dad was probably 20 years younger 
than Frank. My dad always said as one 
gets older, they drive the tractor and 

younger ones load the hay. 
A hay wagon would hold roughly 80 

bales of hay, four rows high, with 16 bales 
on each row and what farmers called a tie, 
which was adding eight bales on top of 
rows as a means of securing bales to the 
wagon. Square hay bales weigh roughly 
80 pounds each. Frank Sr. had a scary 
habit of filling the fuel tank of the tractor 
immediately after shutting off the ma-
chine by tipping a five-gallon container of 
gasoline into a small opening, spilling fuel 
on the outside of the tractor. I was always 
afraid that he would get burned by fire or 
the tractor would catch fire. 

Remember hay forks? Farm workers 
from days earlier will recall them with 
fondness. They save a lot of physical labor 
by men working in the hayfield. Hay forks 
would be placed in hay with forks going 
in the bottom on four sides to lift a load of 
eight bales to the loft. 

My father paid myself and my friends 
$1 an hour or one cent a bale; our choice. 

I spent many hours driving the trac-
tor. I would also often walk to the sec-
ond barn east of the Thomas home and 
I enjoyed the afternoon fishing. While 
walking about a quarter mile east on the 
farm, one would find a small cemetery 
with eight gravestones of the Foglesong 
family. The Johnson County Historical 
Society had no reference of the cemetery 
until my son shared the location. The 
cemetery is behind the former Horton 
home on 450 West, not visible from the 
road. The gravestones were moved or 
destroyed due to cattle being allowed to 
roam the field after a crop harvest. 

The Christmas tree lot
Frank and Velma sold Christmas trees 

during the holiday season at their home 
and harvested them from a section of the 
farm on the west side of Morgantown 
Road. The land is now a housing develop-
ment called Serenity Woods. They owned 
another farm east of Kinder on the north 
side of State Road 144. The land had a 
small home on site that belonged to the 
Myers family. The couple were parents of 
Leona (Myers) Horton who, along with her 
husband Jim, purchased the land from 
the Thomas family to build their family 
home on 450 West. 

There was no real estate agent in-
volved; just two friends agreeing to a 
business transaction. The Kinder farm 
was known as the “Tuffy Place”; the rea-
son for the name is not known. Velma 
Foglesong Thomas was related to a fam-
ily with the last name of Hardin. They 
owned the land west of 144/the White-
land Road roundabout, which is now the 
Kerrington Proper. I assume that Velma 
inherited the farm and eventually sold 
the farm home from the original 80-acre 
tract still on site. Frank Jr. lived in the 
farm home at one time. 

Frank Jr. married Bobble Lee Cra-
mer. The couple eventually moved to 
Danville to raise their four sons. One 
son, Dan, moved back to the Bargers-
ville farm to help his grandfather, Frank 
Sr., after Velma’s death. Dan eventually 
became the owner of the farm and sold 
the “Tuffy” section to Center Grove Soc-
cer Club.

A life in the rodeo
Dan was interested in horses and the ro-

deo type of life; he relocated outside of Indi-
ana to follow his dreams. Frank Jr. and Bob-
bie Lee both died. Their three sons continue 
to live in the Danville community.  Frank Sr. 
was active in local affairs and served on the 
board, forming Center Grove into a corpora-
tion. Center Grove School Board Corpora-
tion was formed in mid-1953, shortly after 
the 1952 fire that destroyed much of Center 
Grove School. Shares were sold by PTA 
members and school officials for $10 each. 
There was a goal of raising $25,000, which 
was to be used for a down payment on a 
new $500,000 Center Grove School. Three 
insurance companies signed on to provide 
the balance of funding needed at a  
low interest rate. 

The Thomas family dedicated their lives 
to giving back to their church and commu-
nity. There were no records found of Frank 
Sr. or Velma graduating from CGHS. Frank Jr. 
was part of the ‘48 graduating class of CGHS. 

In closing, if anyone has a purchased 
share or information on a corporation be-
ing formed, please share with the ICON. 
I’d be happy to meet to learn additional 
information about Center Grove and 
White River Township history.

History of the Thomas farm

Jeff Beck is a lifelong Bargersville 
resident who has a passion for the 
history of the Center Grove area. He has 
authored the books, Bargersville and 
Center Grove: Unveiling the Past.
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By Nancy Price

Along each of our 
paths in life, we have many teachers. Some 
may teach us valuable professional skills. Oth-
ers teach us life skills: to give to others, lead by 
example or persevere beyond what we think 
we are capable of doing. Others may teach us 
to be patient, loving, humble and kind.

Those who know Mary Kay Anthony would 
say that she has taught all of the above and 
more, which is why she has been named the 
2018 Center Grove ICON of the Year. Anthony, 
currently president of the Greenwood Kiwan-
is Club, serves in many capacities. She serves 
on the Alliance Board of the Indianapolis Mu-
seum of Art (Newfields) and the South Group 
of the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, 
where she proofreads publications. 

She is a hospice volunteer through Kindred 
Hospice, organizes fundraisers to help raise 
money for Riley Children’s Hospital, makes 
neck pillows and creates kits that include 
playing cards and gum to help those in the 
waiting rooms of the hospital pass the time. 
Anthony also serves hot meals for the elderly 
at Greenwood United Methodist Church and 
those with disabilities at Gateway Services. 

She also volunteers for the ISO’s gift 
store, hosts a spring luncheon style show 
and works at Yuletide to help raise money 
for the symphony. She makes blankets for 
those living at Wheeler Mission and rings 
bells for the Salvation Army.

A cheerful heart
“She has a real gift and a place in her 

heart for children and senior citizens,” said 
Richard Isenhour, longtime friend and fel-
low Greenwood Kiwanis member. She has 
a lot of empathy for others and she is just a 
very loving and caring person. She’s always 
got something going on 
for others rather than 
herself. I think I’m a bet-
ter person from know-
ing her.” 

“She’s always willing 
to do what needs to be 
done cheerfully,” added 
Julie Penoff, who knows 
Anthony from volunteer-
ing with her at church. 
“She’s always the first 
one to step up and do 
that. She’s an inspiration 
to me and a role model 
for those she works with. 
I consider her a friend.”

“I could call her up and say I’m having this 
difficulty and she offers help and sugges-
tions,” said Karen Davis, who knows Anthony 
from their shared involvement with the 
ISO’s South Group and the Alliance Board 
of the Indianapolis Museum of Art at New-
fields. “She enjoys sharing and she is a very 
good mother, grandmother and wife.”

One of Anthony’s greatest joys is spending 

time with her family: her husband, Tom; her 
two daughters, Mary Eileen, 49, a Fishers resi-
dent, and Anne Marie, 46, who lives in Mount 
Pleasant, South Carolina; two grandsons, 19 
and 21; and two granddaughters, 7 and 9. 

Anthony, a retired teacher and resident 
of the Greenwood & Center Grove area 
for the past 50 years, said she learned the 

values of kindness and 
giving from her mother 
as a child. 

“I believe in the Golden 
Rule and that you give 
back and you have an 
obligation to give back,” 
she said. “I used to tell my 
students to do one kind 
thing a day. It will change 
you. Students have come 
back to me in later years 
and say, ‘I remember you 
said to always be kind to 
people.’”

Small town beginnings
Anthony grew up in a small town in south-

ern Indiana, Mount Vernon, and raised in the 
same house as the one her father was born. 
The home sat on a high hill near a river. She 
attended school in a four-room schoolhouse 
and spent summers reading in a cave (hiding, 
she said, to  avoid doing chores), boating, 
eating ice cream and having fish frys with 

her family. She loved spending time with her 
grandmother, who she refers to as her big-
gest mentor, in Evansville, and her favorite 
aunt in Harmony. 

When Anthony was a little older, she 
spent summers detasseled corn and re-
ceived 60 cents an hour (90 cents on Sun-
days). The tedious experience “did make 
me realize I wanted to use my brain (as an 
adult),” she said. 

Early on, she decided that she wanted to 
become an English teacher. She would be-
come the first person in her family to attend 
college. “I wasn’t going to let anything mess 
up my future,” she said. “I never even con-
sidered (majoring in) anything else. I loved 
all my English classes. I loved journalism, 
speech and drama.”

As a teen, Anthony sang with a group of 
nine girlfriends. They named themselves the 
“Starlets”, performing pop, Great American 
songs and Christmas music throughout 
southern Indiana. “We wore these pretty 
dresses,” she recalled. “I had a lot of memo-
ries and was close to those girls. We had a 
lot of fun. We always sang, ‘Getting to Know 
You’ (a show tune from the 1951 Rodgers 
and Hammerstein musical, The King and I). 
We opened with that song at our 50th high 
school class reunion.”

ICON OF THE YEAR:  Mary Kay Anthony
Retired Center Grove teacher gives her heart to volunteering

Above, Mary Kay Anthony and her husband, 
Tom, volunteer for The Salvation Army every 
year.   (Submitted photo)  |  Right, Mary Kay 
and Tom Anthony met one another at Indiana 
Central College. He was the first person she met 
on campus. He carried her luggage to her room 
during orientation.   (Photo by Tony Frampton)

Below, Mary Kay and Tom invited their kids and grandkids 
to join them on an African safari.   (Submitted photo)

COVER STORY

Icon of the Year  continued on page 7.

“She’s an inspiration 
to me and a role 

model for those she 
works with. I consider 

her a friend.”
— Julie Penoff
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Anthony enrolled at Indiana Central Col-
lege (now the University of Indianapolis) in 
1961. The first student she met on campus 
was a sophomore who was asked to carry the 
freshmen girls’ luggage when they arrived for 
orientation: Tom Anthony, who became her 
future husband. The two became fast friends, 
although they did not date until the end of 
his senior year/the end of her junior year.

In college, Anthony was attracted to the 
theater and enjoyed leads in many plays, 
including Uncle Vanya, Everyman and Sign 
of Jonah. She also minored in drama (along 
with speech and journalism) and majored in 
English. She graduated in 1965. 

Career & family
Anthony married Tom after she graduat-

ed and began her teaching career at Beech 
Grove Junior High School until she and Tom 
started a family. When her two daughters 
were in preschool and Kindergarten, she be-
gan teaching journalism and broadcasting 
at Ft. Benjamin Harrison. Several years later, 
she was invited to teach at Franklin Com-
munity High School by the school’s super-
intendent. Although she enjoyed her job, 
the commute was rather long. She became 
acquainted with the principal at Center 

Grove High School and began teaching at 
the school, where she remained until retire-
ment in 2001.

Anthony, who taught students on the 
yearbook staff, admitted to pushing them 
to perform their very best work, a surprise 
to some students who assumed taking year-
book as a class elective would be an easy ‘A’. 
She made the students rewrite their articles 
as needed, sometimes several times, all 
while encouraging them to hone their skills. 

“They would fuss and get upset, but 
once the yearbook came out, they said, ‘you 
made me proud of my work.’ Two students 
went on to win the Pulliam at Franklin Col-
lege and several former students are now 
teaching (journalism and English) at Center 
Grove. As a teacher, hopefully you’ve made 
some sort of impression on a student and 
recognize their potential.”

After Anthony’s retirement, she did not 
spend time relaxing at home. She quickly 
signed up to volunteer for nonprofits and 
has only increased her devotion to causes 
that matter to her. 

A tireless volunteer
“She was president (of Greenwood Ki-

wanis) when I joined around 2000,” Isenhour 
said. “Since that time, I think she’s always 
been on the board, serving as president or 
vice president during those times. She’s also 

headed up several committees. She does a 
very good job of balancing her time.”

Karen Davis added that Anthony has 
spent tireless hours compiling photos and 
information for a 24-page book on the 60th 
anniversary of the ISO’s South Group. 

“Mary Kay went into depth; she spent 
a long time talking with members, going 
through scrapbooks, pictures and spent 
many hours at the computer and going over 
that information back to the 60s and 70s,” 
Davis said. “She did that in four weeks, when 
it should have been six months. This is go-
ing to be a delightful booklet.”

Anthony has also won awards over the 
years, including Top 10 Indiana teacher in 
2000, Kiwanian of the Year for the Indiana 
District in 2016, and, along with her hus-
band, Tom, received the Gene and Joanne 
Sease Award by the University of Indianapo-
lis last year. The award is named in honor of 
University President Emeritus Gene E. Sease 
and his wife, Joanne, and recognizes cou-
ples who contribute their time, talent and 
treasure to the university. 

But you wouldn’t know that by speaking 
with Anthony. 

“She doesn’t crave attention,” Davis said. 
“Some people do; they will say, ‘I did this or 
that’ but not Mary Kay, not at all. She is very 
quiet about her service and gets the job 
done, she doesn’t crave the attention. She 
could be bragging but doesn’t.”

5 QUESTIONS WITH  
Mary Kay Anthony
If you were on a deserted island 
and could only bring three things 
with you, what would they be?
•   Water, books (including classics, fic-

tion and mysteries; favorite authors 
include Jane Austen, Mark Twain and 
Tomas Hardy) and my husband, Tom.

If you won the lottery, what 
would you do with the money?
•   We’d give most of it to nonprofits; at 

this point in our lives we don’t need a 
bunch of money. 

What frightens you most?
•   What’s happening with our country, 

the lack of civility, being kind to one 
another, even with our differences 
doesn’t mean you can’t be kind to 
one another. I wonder What kind of 
world my grandkids are growing up. 

What is your idea of perfect 
happiness?
•   I’m very happy when I’m not looking 

at politics. I have a wonderful family, 
friends and church family. I love be-
ing in a position where I can volun-
teer. I appreciate how lucky I am.  

What person, living or dead, do 
you most admire?
•   My mother. My mother never said 

an unkind thing about anybody. She 
would say, ‘Honey, you don’t know 
what their circumstances are or what 
kind of life they’ve had. You can al-
ways be kind and respectful.’

Icon of the Year  continued from page 6.

Mary Kay enjoys cooking and baking for 
nonprofits and the elderly at Greenwood United 
Methodist Church.   (Photo by Tony Frampton)
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By Nancy Price

Two sisters from Green-
wood are spreading holiday cheer through 
music as they prepare for A Christmas Carol, 
based on the novella by Charles Dickens. 

Briana and Isabell Ayers, both members 
of the Indianapolis Children’s Choir, will be 
performing in the concerts. Members of the 
choir will sing music that reflects the past, 
present and future lives of Ebenezer Scrooge. 

“This is one of my favorite events,” said 
Briana, 14. “It’s always fun learning music 
during Christmas.”

ICC Artistic Director, Joshua Pedde, said 
concert attendees can expect a unique ren-
dition of A Christmas Carol. 

“It’s not traditional but I think that the 
concert will be a great rendition of the story 
that I think people will not forget,” he said. 

Briana, a freshman, has been performing 
with the choir since she was in fifth grade. Her 
sister, Isabell, a fourth-grader, is in her second 
year with ICC. Carrie Ayers, the girls’ mother, 
said she has already seen tremendous growth 
in Briana, both as a singer and an individual, 
as a result of her involvement with the choir.

“It’s definitely given her stage confidence,” 
Carrie said. “Being on stage as a choir, that’s 
transitioned into her being able to do musi-
cals and have vocal discipline. I love the fact 
that (the performers) all want to do their 
best and take it seriously but they really 
have fun and they enjoy it.”

“I love the energy that they have,” Pedde 
added. You can put anything in front of 
them and they’re not intimidated by it. 
They’ll go for the stars. We set goals high 
and they achieve them. (Yet) I’m more 
proud of how they act than how they sing. 
It’s very important to me. They care about is-
sues and taking care of people, their hearts 
are amazing. They know time management, 
know how to balance a schedule and priori-
tize. They work smarter, not harder. These 
are life skills employers want. They also be-
come well aware of their community, team 

effort and responsibility to one another.”
Despite the work involved, the choir, de-

scribed as a close-knit community by Pedde, 
Carrie and Briana, know they can have fun 
at the same time. Briana and Isabell, who 
are homeschooled, have made many friends 
through the ICC. 

“We get a little break in between prac-
tices to hang out and talk and exchange 
phone numbers and make plans to hang 
out,” Briana said. “The people there are so 
amazing and the choir is so unified. If you’re 
different, you’re not made fun of; they don’t 
stand for that. The choir and directors are so 
close. (The directors) will tell a funny story 
of something their kids did. This brings us 
closer together. It’s really great.”

The positive environment lured Isabell to 
join as well. “I thought that it would be really 
fun to join (ICC). Sometimes in special songs 
you can play instruments. Once I got picked 
to play drums in one of those songs.”

The choir, which consists of children from 
18 months through 18 years in central In-
diana, is broken up into about 20 smaller 
choirs. Children are placed in groups ac-
cording to where they reside, their skill level 
and age. Training is held for those ages 18 
months through third grade, while those in 
fourth through 12th grade audition to see 
where they may be best placed. There is also 
a choir for children with special needs. 

The upcoming concerts, all part of the 
Christmas Carol theme, will be held today. 
Angels Sing will be performing tonight at 7 
p.m., Celebrate the Season will show at 12:30 
p.m., and Sounds of the Season today at 3 p.m. 
Performances will be held at St. Luke’s United 
Methodist Church, 100 W. 86th St., Indianapo-
lis. Tickets are available at icchoir.org/concerts. 

“I think some people don’t know the high 
caliber and artistic excellence (the Choir) 
achieves,” Pedde said. “This is not like any 
other choir performance. People will be 
quite pleasantly surprised.”

For more information about ICC, please 
visit icchoir.org. 

Indianapolis Children’s Choir spreads holiday cheer
Greenwood sisters to perform in a  

unique rendition of A Christmas Carol 

The Indianapolis Children’s Choir performed a street scene from A Christmas Carol at concerts held on 
Dec. 14 & 15 at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church on W. 86th Street in Indianapolis.  (Photo courtesy of the 
Indianapolis Children’s Choir)
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317-261-9000

At The National Bank of Indianapolis, 

we are proud to celebrate 25 years of 

providing exceptional personal service to 

the Greater Indianapolis area, and would 

like to thank the many clients who have 

helped make our success possible.
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REALTORS

1OO

1918 - 2018

YOUR STORY 
STARTS HERE. 
TalkToTucker.com

The baby’s first birthday party. Your first real 

laundry room. Spot’s first – and last – tunnel to 

freedom. The thousands of little scenes that, over 

time, turn houses into home. For 100 years we’ve 

been writing Indiana’s real estate story. We work 

and live in your neighborhood and we’re proud to 

be part of your history. Start or continue your story 

at TalkToTucker.com.

Greenwood McDonald’s  
hosts Day of Change

Charity - The Ronald McDonald House 
of Charities recently commemorated 
the opening of the first Ronald McDon-
ald House in 1974 by hosting a Day of 
Change. Representatives from the Ron-
ald McDonald House, volunteers and 
the staff of B105. 7 were on site at the 
McDonald’s restaurant in Greenwood 
at 11222 Marlin Dr. to collect donated 
change that goes toward supporting the 
families staying at the Ronald McDonald 
House while their child receives care at 
Riley Hospital or other area hospitals.

Salin Bank donates to  
Habitat for Humanity of 

Johnson County
Donation - Salin Bank has donated 
an 8,500 square foot lot to the Blaker 
family in Edinburgh through Habitat 
for Humanity of Johnson County. The 
donation was completed on Oct. 25 
and house construction will begin in 
spring 2019 as part of Habitat of John-
son County’s spring 2019 Community 
Build. During the build this spring, a 
number of community organizations 
will donate money and labor to make 
homeownership a reality for the local 
family. Habitat volunteers will also work 
side-by-side with the family itself. For 
more information on Habitat for Hu-
manity of Johnson County or to donate, 
visit habitatjohnsoncounty.org. 

Holiday event - A chilly afternoon 
greeted attendees at the annual Green-
wood Aglow event last month, yet a 
bonfire and hot cider warmed those 
who came out to see the lighting of 
Greenwood’s Christmas tree, a visit from 
Santa, hayrides and live reindeer and 
animal shows by Silly Safari. Kris Kringle 

Market was a new addition to Aglow 
and was held at the Greenwood Public 
Library’s parking lot. The market, which 
was created to support local businesses 
and offer visitors a chance to get an ear-
ly start on holiday shopping, included 30 
local vendors who sold holiday related 
items and other goodies.

Greenwood Aglow, inaugural Kris Kringle  
market warms attendees

ICONICrewind



ICONography

December 15 - January 25, 2018
Center Grove ICON
myICON.info

10 COMMUNITY

Holidazzle 
and Best of 
Broadway

By Nancy Price

Stage to Screen Studios 
and Cabaret Theatre, which 
opened its doors in mid-Oc-
tober, is performing “Holid-
azzle – Celebrating the Season 
in Song and Dance!” through 
Dec. 16. 

There are four distinct 
themes that are interwoven 
in the musical’s story, which 
features a seven-member cast 
of men, women, two teens and 
an adolescent young man. 

”The show will remind ev-
eryone in the audience, re-
gardless of age, that Christmas 
and the holiday season isn’t 
about gifts – it’s about people. 
Family, friends, neighbors 
and our communities,” Chris 
Tompkins, Executive Direc-
tor of Stage to Screen Studios, 
said. “The musical selections 
offer something for everyone... 
some old, some new and some 
that have been rearranged, 
giving the song a fresh, new 
delivery style.”

The first three rows of seats 
all include cocktail tables. Bev-
erages will be served during 
the show, which lasts one hour 
and 45 minutes, and during 
intermission. Beer, wine and li-
quor are available for purchase 
at $3, $5 and $6, respectively. 

Stage to Screen Studios is 
located at 350 S. Madison Ave., 
Greenwood. The theater has 
also performed “The Best of 
Broadway”, a tribute featur-
ing music from “42nd Street”, 
“Evita”, “Cats” and “Cabaret.”

Evening shows on Friday 
and Saturday nights will begin 
at 7:30 p.m., while matinee 
shows on Saturdays and Sun-
days will start at 2:30 p.m. Tick-
et prices are from $12.50 - $35 
and may be purchased online 
at stagetoscreenstudios.com/
cabaret-info. For more infor-
mation or questions, call (317) 
360-2733.

1. Jake McDuffee, Addison Koehler, Melissa Anness, Krishaan J. Vadia, Jeff Goltz, Brooke 
Barker and Max Mandel performed in the musical “Holidazzle”, which runs through this 
Sunday.   2. Addison Koehler and Jake McDuffee performed in “Best of Broadway”, which 
was held last month.   3. Stacia Hulen and Jake McDuffee are in performances at Stage to 
Screen Studios, which opened its doors in October.   4. Melissa Anness, Krishaan J. Vadia, 
Brooke Barker and Max Mandel performed as church choir members during a scene for 
“Holidazzle.”   (Photos by EPID Photography)

1.

2.

4.

3.
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FRANKLIN

Holiday Open House: Voices Concert • Holiday 
treats and punch will be served and the Voices will 
perform holiday classics. Admission is free. | When: 
Dec. 15, 3 p.m. | Where: Johnson County Museum, 135 
N. Main St. | Info: greenwoodchamber.com/events.

Happy Noon Year • Celebrate the new year a little 
early with music, dancing, games and crafts. Please 
register. Families. Child caregiver required. | When: 
Dec. 31, 11:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. | Where: Johnson 
County Public Library, Franklin Branch, 401 S. State 
St. | Info: (317) 738-2833; pageafterpage.org.

GREENWOOD

Breakfast with Santa • Santa Claus is a big fan of 
Greenwood. Every year, the jolly gift-giver makes 
time for an appearance. Children ages 1 and 
younger are free. | When: Dec. 15, 9 a.m. | Where: 
Greenwood Community Center, 100 Surina Way. | 
Info: greenwood.in.gov. 

Mary Poppins Celebration • Enjoy a practical-
ly perfect Poppins party! We’ll dance with pen-
guins, fly over the rooftops of London and race 
with spoonfuls of sugar. Come dressed as your 
favorite character if you’d like. | When: Dec. 15., 
10:30-11:30 a.m. | Where: Johnson County Public 
Library, White River Branch, 1664 Library Blvd. | 
Info: (317) 885-6206; pageafterpage.org. 

Kids Kicking Cancer Red Cross Blood Drive • More 
than 50 children in Johnson County have been diag-
nosed with rare forms of blood and brain cancer in 
the last 10 years. The families of some of those chil-
dren have partnered with the American Red Cross 
for a special Kids Kicking Cancer blood drive to hon-
or kids and bring in much-needed blood for patients. 
| When: Dec. 15, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. | Where: Greenwood 
Christian Church, 2045 Averitt Road. | Info: 800-RED 
CROSS (800) 733-2767; redcrossblood.org. 

Caring Santa • Please join us for a private photo ex-
perience for children with special needs and their 
families. Children will have the opportunity to vis-
it with Santa and have their photo taken with him. 
Greenwood Park Mall will make necessary adjust-
ments to the environment to support the sensory, 
physical and other developmental needs of chil-
dren of all abilities for this special event. | When: 
Dec. 16, 8:30 -10 a.m. | Where: Greenwood Park Mall, 
1251 US Highway 31 N. | Info: (317) 887-8601.

Holidazzle • The show is destined to become one 
of your family’s annual traditions! The magic begins 
when the cast performs traditional and contempo-
rary holiday songs and dance in our original, heart-
warming storybook fairy tale. It will get you in the 
mood for mistletoe, reindeer and to welcome jolly 
ol’ men in red suits. $25-$35. | When: Through Dec. 
16. Friday & Saturday evenings at 7:30 p.m.; Satur-
day & Sunday matiness at 2:30 p.m. | Where: Stage 
to Screen Studios, 350 S. Madison Ave. | Info: (317) 
360-2733; stagetoscreenstudios.com.

Greater Greenwood Community Band’s Christ-
mas Concert • The Greater Greenwood Communi-
ty Band is concluding its 25th anniversary season 
with the annual Christmas Concert. Narrated by 
Greenwood Mayor, Mark Myers, this musical event 
is packed with festive Christmas favorites, mul-
timedia and a special visit from Santa. No tickets 
required. Donations to help support the band are 
greatly appreciated, and a gift of canned goods for 
the local Salvation Army will be collected to help 
those in need within our local community. | When: 
Dec.16, 2 p.m. | Where: Greenwood Community 
High School auditorium, 615 W. Smith Valley Road.| 
Info: Andrew at (317) 496-4022; greenwoodband.
org/ourevents/Christmas-concert-2018.

Joyful Sound • Joyful Sound is a professional 
handbell choir based out of Greenwood and has 
been performing and educating the community 
since 1999. | When: Dec. 17, 7 p.m. | Where: Green-
wood United Methodist Church, 525 N. Madison 
Ave. | Info: joyfulsound.info.

Storytime with Santa • Santa Claus is coming to 
town! Stop by your favorite JCPL branch for a spe-
cial Christmas Storytime with Santa, if desired. Par-
ticipate in some holiday-themed craft and activity 
stations to complete your visit. Please register. Pro-
gram will fill quickly. | When: Dec. 18, 10:30–11:15 
a.m. | Where: Johnson County Public Library, White 
River Branch, 1664 Library Blvd. | Info: (317) 885-
6206; pageafterpage.org.

DIY Holiday Ornaments • Join us for an annual tra-
dition at your library! We’ll have hot chocolate, lis-
ten to holiday music and make decorations for your 
home. You bring the good cheer; we’ll provide the 
rest! | When: Dec. 20, 4:30 p.m. | Where: Johnson 
County Public Library, White River Branch, 1664 Li-
brary Blvd. | Info: (317) 885-6206; pageafterpage.org. 

Creative Christmas Crafts • School is out and 
Christmas is almost here! Let’s get creative making 
crafts to keep for decoration or to give as gifts to 
loved ones for this library season. | When: Dec. 21, 
3-4 p.m. | Where: Johnson County Public Library, 
White River Branch, 1664 Library Blvd. | Info: (317) 
885-6206; pageafterpage.org. 

Family Storytime • Enjoy stories and songs with 
your family. Age 7 and under must be accompanied 
by an adult. | When: Dec. 29, 10 a.m. | Where: Johnson 
County Public Library, White River Branch, 1664 Li-
brary Blvd. | Info: (317) 885-6206; pageafterpage.org. 

NEW WHITELAND

Hats off to the Holidays Millinery Christmas Tea 
• Sip on festive teas and learn about the art of hat-
making and millinery from Susan Freese. Listen to 
traditional holiday music and create an easy Victo-
rian ornament. Please register. Adults. | When: Dec. 
18, 6-7:30 p.m. | Where: Johnson County Public Li-
brary, Clark Pleasant Branch, 530 Tracy Road. | Info: 
(317) 535-6206; pageafterpage.org.

EVENTScalendar

NIGHT & DAY

Happy Hour
monday-friday
4-7pm / 10pm-close
1/2 price all apps
1/2 price all flatbreads

Girls Night Out
thursdays / all day
$5.50 signature martinis

1/2 price bottles of wine

bar louie greenwood park mall / 317.215.5400
1251 us 31 north - greenwood, in / barlouie.com 
Here’s the deal… Offers, dates, times, prices, details and availability subject to change and may vary by 
location. We reserve the right to end the above specials at any time. See Server for details. All federal, 
state and local laws apply. We serve responsibly, you should drink responsibly. Can you dig it? We knew 
that you could. Copyright © 2018 BL Restaurant Operations, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 

WELCOME TO

Delicious

Coupon valid at these local Culver’s Restaurants:

Culver’s  
of  Plainfield
170 South Perry Road
Plainfield, IN 46168
317-839-2100

Culver’s  
of  Greenwood
320 IN-135
Greenwood, IN 46142
317-881-2400

© 2016 Culver Franchising System, Inc. PEPSI and the Pepsi Globe are registered trademarks of PepsiCo, Inc. 12/16 
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Happy Holidays
from all of us!

2018 LAST MINUTE GIFT GUIDE

Yes, Virginia, there is 
a Santa Claus

Eight-year-old Virginia O’Hanlon wrote 
a letter to the editor of New York’s Sun, 
and the quick response was printed as 
an unsigned editorial Sept. 21, 1897. The 

work of veteran newsman Francis Phar-
cellus Church has since become history’s 
most reprinted newspaper editorial.

Dear Editor,

I am 8 years old. Some of my little 
friends say there is no Santa Claus. Papa 
says, ‘If you see it in the Sun it’s so.’ Please 
tell me the truth; is there a Santa Claus?

Virgina O’Hanlon
115 West Ninety-Fifth Street

Virginia,

Your little friends are wrong. They have 
been affected by the skepticism of a skepti-
cal age. They do not believe except they 
see. They think that nothing can be which 
is not comprehensible by their little minds. 
All minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s 
or children’s, are little. In this great universe 
of ours man is a mere insect, an ant, in his 
intellect, as compared with the boundless 
world about him, as measured by the intel-
ligence capable of grasping the whole of 
truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. 
He exists as certainly as love and 
generosity and devotion exist, 
and you know that they abound 
and give to your life its high-
est beauty and joy. Alas! how 
dreary would be the world if 
there were no Santa Claus. It would 
be dreary as if there were no Virgi-
nias. There would be no childlike 
faith then, no poetry, no romance 
to make tolerable this existence. We 

should have no enjoyment, except in sense 
and sight. The eternal light with which child-
hood fills the world would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might 
as well not believe in fairies! You might 
get your papa to hire men to watch in all 
the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch 
Santa Claus, but even if they did not see 
Santa Claus coming down, what would 
that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but 
that is no sign that there is no Santa Claus. 
The most real things in the world are those 
that neither children nor men can see. Did 
you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? 
Of course not, but that’s no proof that they 
are not there. Nobody can conceive or 
imagine all the wonders there are unseen 
and unseeable in the world.

You may tear apart the baby’s rattle and 
see what makes the noise inside, but there 
is a veil covering the unseen world which 
not the strongest man, nor even the united 
strength of all the strongest men that ever 

lived, could tear apart. Only faith, fancy, 
poetry, love, romance, can push aside 

that curtain and view and picture the 
supernal beauty and glory be-
yond. Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, 
in all this world there is nothing 

else real and abiding.
No Santa Claus! Thank God! 

he lives, and he lives forever. A 
thousand years from now, Virginia, 
nay, ten times ten thousand years 
from now, he will continue to make 
glad the heart of childhood.

CENTER GROVE CENTER GROVE

Happy
Holidays

Happy holidays to you 
and yours from the Center 
Grove ICON! We hope you 
are enjoying your holiday 
season with joyous fes-
tivities planned. Between 
holiday parties, Christmas 
concerts and plays and 
planning for Christmas, 
when do you have time to 
actually shop? And what if 
the stores don’t carry what 
you think your friends and 
relatives will like as you do 
your last-minute shopping?

The ICON has you cov-
ered. Local shops offer the 
perfect gift for the person 
you’re shopping for this 
season. Whether you’re 
shopping for your stressed-
out sister, your on-the-go 
aunt, a friend who detests 
the cold weather, or your 
young niece or nephew 
who is ready for the next 
biggest thing since Elf on 
the Shelf, no worries. 

For your grandson ob-
sessed with comic books 
and toys, check out Comic 
Book University. They have 
a vast assort of Funko Pop! 
Vinyl figures. These are 
cute, big-headed figures 
include characters from 
Batman to The Golden 
Girls. A pop culture phe-
nomenon at a great price: 
only $11.99!

Have a wonderful holiday 
season with your friends 
and family!

Reindeer in Here

Teresa’s Hallmark Shop 
49 N. State Road 135, Ste. A, Greenwood

INFO: (317) 888-1206

PRICE: $29.99

GIFT IDEA: On Christmas Eve, the child puts their 
reindeer underneath the tree to join Santa on his 
trip back to the North Pole after he delivers each 
child’s true Christmas wishes. The tradition contin-
ues when Santa brings the cute and cuddly rein-
deer back to the child the following December!

World’s Softest Socks

Brianne’s Boutique 
75 N. State Road 135, Greenwood

INFO: (317) 888-8995

PRICE: $12

GIFT IDEA: A great stocking stuffer or an easy 
gift when you have a lot of people to buy for, 
these socks will keep you warm when the tem-
peratures drop.

T-shirt with cardigan

First Harvest Boutique 
1251 U.S. 31 N., Greenwood

INFO: shopfirstharvest.com

PRICE: $34 for T-shirt; $72 for cardigan

GIFT IDEA: Ten percent of all proceeds from this 
trendy, unique store go toward helping to reduce 
sex trafficking, abuse, addictions and more.

Good CBD bath bombs

CBD Health of Indiana 
954 State Road 135, Greenwood

INFO: (317) 893-5131

PRICE: $14.95

GIFT IDEA: After the hustle and bustle of the 
holidays, relax in the tub with your choice of 
six tranquil fragrances, including: melon, sugar 
dipped, lavender bamboo, nectarine mint, big 
blue and sweet relief.

Swan Creek Soy Candle

Take Root Country Store 
202 N. Madison Ave., Greenwood

INFO: (317) 882-0497

PRICE: $13.99 for a 12-ounce candle; $21.99 for a 
24-ounce candle

GIFT IDEA: If you’re tired of candles that burn out 
too soon, choose this clean burning, intensely 
fragrant, 100 percent American soybean wax can-
dle; it has more than 110 hours of burning time!

Hand painted travel mug

Coffeehouse Five 
323 Market Plaza, Greenwood

INFO: (317) 300-4330

PRICE: $18.48

GIFT IDEA: A Greenwood Middle School art 
teacher named Katie designed these mugs that 
are perfect for busy professionals, moms or 
teens who are always on the go.

“CBD Health has a super friendly staff, an excellent product line, and their knowl-
edge is impressive. I can not say enough good things about Ron, Barb, and all the 
staff who are all happy to spend as much time as you need answering questions. 
They want to be as helpful as possible to everyone they meet. I moved here from 
MI in May and had spent 8 years with life-style altering pain in my hips, knees, and 
leg muscles. I was avoiding prescription drugs and was very depressed and worn 
down from living with 8-10 range pain every day.

Barb gave me a sample dose of Elixinol 1000, and 20 minutes later I got up and 
walked to pay for the product and forgot my cane at the table. As I realized what 
I had just done I was astonished. The next time I went to see them I walked in 
without my cane. I am not pain free, since too much damage has been done by 
arthritis, but my pain level is low and tolerable, even without the multiple doses 
of OTC pain relievers I was taking every day. I am also enjoying my life, and have 
some sparkle back in my eyes! I am a CBD Health cheerleader because they have 
changed, and improved, my life.” 

— JAN BURD

Check out what people are saying!!!

We have CBD for pets too!!!

954 State Road 135, Suite E, Greenwood, IN 46142 
On State Rd. 135 across from Bonefish Grill

www.cbdhealthofindiana.com  |  (317) 893-5131

RON DRAKE &  
BARBARA HOBBS

“Our Products are 
premium grade 

and 3rd Party 
Tested by an 

Independent Lab 
to Insure Quality, 
Purity & Safety.”
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By Marianne Coil

The headline of a story in Archie Comics 
magazine queries, “What does the future 
hold... when the streets of Riverdale run red 
with blood?”

The teaser hints at the consequences of a 
spell Sabrina cast to help her friend Jughead 
revive his mortally injured dog.

The scenario is from “Afterlife with Archie,” 
a storyline bringing the Riverdale gang in 
line with the contemporary demand for 
zombie themes.

Throughout the galaxy of comic book 
publishing, the heroes are familiar, but their 
challenges are updated, said Rob Skor-
janc, owner of Comic Book University in the 
Greenwood Place shopping center at Shelby 
Street and U.S. 31 South.

He had a copy of “Afterlife with Archie,” 
one of thousands of titles housed in the 
4,800- square-foot facility. The space in-
cludes tournament rooms where customers 
can play games like Pokemon, Dungeons & 
Dragons and Magic: The Gathering.

Merchandise includes clothing, action fig-
ures, dolls, statues and posters. One box held 
a Harry Potter Advent calendar, the only one 
left in the store, and Skorjanc said he wouldn’t 
receive more because of limited distribution.

Skorjanc (pronounced SKOR-yantz) 
moved the store to its present location in 
2013. He bought Downtown Comics at 
County Line Road and Meridian Street in 
Greenwood in 2005 and retained the name 
for two years before rebranding the store.

He said he changed “erratic” service 
hours to a consistent schedule and re-
stocked his inventory to replace Japanese 
comics with a broader selection of prod-
ucts from American creators. He also in-
cluded more collectors’ editions.

A lifetime obsession
Skorjanc’s fascination with comics began 

when he was about 6 years old. Skorjanc 
said he read his cousin’s copy of Amaz-
ing Spider-Man No. 22, the cover of which 
featured, “The Circus of Crime.” As he grew 
older and more immersed in the continuing 
stories of Marvel books, he was obsessed 
with buying as many as he could.

His mother gave him the money to buy 
comics. “She was probably thrilled we were 
reading anything at all,” he said.

Skorjanc read them until he was 22 and 
then picked them up again when he was 
about 35. The artwork with satirical objec-
tives and vibrant colors stimulated his tal-
ent. As a youth, he enjoyed doodling and 
drawing caricatures of friends. “My mother 
wanted me to be an artist,” he said. But fill-

ing the blank page was “intimidating,” and 
he just wanted to draw as a hobby.

But despite his reservations, Skorjanc 
sought acquaintanceship with a Marvel art-
ist who was from Indianapolis. Knowing that 
the Marvel associate would revisit Indy fairly 
soon after they met, Skorjanc assembled a 
portfolio to audition to be an apprentice.

At the time, Skorjanc was a junior major-
ing in business at Indiana University. Before 
he had another meeting with the Marvel 
artist, a friend mentioned a job opening at 
Logo 7, which distributed souvenir apparel 
associated with athletic teams.

Creative aspirations
Using his portfolio to apply, Skorjanc was 

hired as creative art director, and he left 
school to design things like t-shirts that com-
memorated national championships. He said 
satellite print shops were on standby with 
blank shirts and artwork, and as soon as a 
championship game was over, the printing 
began using the winning team’s logo.

After Logo 7, Skorjanc went to work as a 
marketer for a Greenwood restaurant, Oak-
en Barrel Brewing Co., and he designed ad 
mats and promotional items like key chains 
and coasters.

He said he’d resumed buying comic 
books, and that he was going to Downtown 
Comics, where he was friendly with the 
staff. At one point, he mentioned his wish 
to leave the restaurant industry after more 
than a decade, and a manager suggested he 
buy the store, which was going to close as 

the local chain downsized.
“I really had nothing to lose,” Skorjanc said.

Trading spaces
After a few years at the original location, 

he needed more space. To accommodate the 
market for trading card games, he wanted a 
place for customers to hold tournaments, and 
he moved to the Greenwood Place center.

Though holiday shopping is in progress, the 
biggest season for comic book sales is sum-
mertime, Skorjanc said. In May the publish-
ers sponsor Free Comic Book Day by selling 
to retailers at a discount, and the stores give 
away books. Around the same time, a film is 
released that features a comic book hero.

Years ago, Skorjanc ordered 100 books 
to give away, but now he gives away 8,500 
to 10,000, some of which will go to local 
schools and libraries.

Including the owner, the store has four 
full-time employees, a relief for Skorjanc, 
who ran the shop by himself for the first 
nine years and only took off seven days a 
year for holidays.

And what of Archie and Jughead, who 
never have a day off in the zombie apoca-
lypse? Archie can now been seen in a tra-
ditional throwback piece, “Archie 1941,” in 
which he serves in the Army. 

And Jughead? He’d benefit from any 
throwback, judging from a quote in “After-
life with Archie.”

“I didn’t like Jughead when he was 
alive. Now that he’s dead, well... The less 
said, the better.” 

‘Archie’ in the Apocalypse
Comic Book University sells readers a new take on beloved characters

Rob Skorjanc is the owner of Comic Book University, located in the Greenwood Placed shopping center.  
(Photos by Marianne Coil)

December 2018 | Issue 146 
www.businessleader.bz

How did Rob Skorjanc do it?
WHAT IS THE GREATEST JOY  
IN THE LINE OF YOUR WORK?
It’s nice being surrounded by people who 
like the same things you do. I wouldn’t 
trade my customer base – It’s the people 
who come in here.

WHAT IS THE GREATEST DIFFICULTY?
Being here all the time. I’m sure people 
think it’s great to sit around and read 
comic books all day... I work 12 - 13 hours 
a day and eight or nine hours on Sunday 
... I’m trying to unplug myself from it ... I 
guess I got my work ethic from having 
four paper routes when I was 14.

WHO DID YOU TURN TO FOR ADVICE  
WHEN YOU STARTED YOUR OWN BUSINESS?
To my best friend, who started Oaken 
Barrel Brewing Co.

WHERE DID YOU GO FOR HIGH SCHOOL  
AND DID YOU HAVE ANY SIBLINGS?
I went to Perry Meridian (class of 1983). 
I have a younger brother and a younger 
sister who are married with children ... I 
have never been married and don’t have 
children ... I have three cats and a Great 
Pyrenees dog. 

WHAT IS THE GREATEST ATTRACTION  
OF COMIC BOOKS?
Inexpensive escapism ... When the 
economy is down, the comic book stores 
do really well. 

Comic Book University
7623 Shelby St. Indianapolis, 46227 

(317) 885-6395

MONDAY – THURSDAY   10 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
SATURDAY   10 a.m. – 9 p.m. 

SUNDAY   Noon – 5 p.m.
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By Mike Heffner

There are always a lot of questions 
around how many values a company should 
have and if they are core, aspirational or ac-
cidental. I often use Patrick Lencioni’s think-
ing when looking at culture items. In a book 
called The Advantage, published in 2012, 
Lencioni listed six critical questions that he 
feels give employees clarity, which in turn 
eliminates discrepancies in thinking and 
helps build healthy organizations. One of 
those questions is: How do we behave?

As my organization has grown and we have 
some newer team members, I felt that I need-
ed to revisit our values with the leaders to 
make sure that not only did we have the right 
ones, but also clarity around what they meant.

I believe values are critical to an organiza-
tion. During a new employee orientation, 
we review these and have the new employ-
ee sign a values statement. This document 
contains our vision, mission and values with 
definitions that have been determined by 
our team. We use them as we make every-
day decisions and I believe they define a 
company’s personality.

These values are also used during our hir-
ing process and help us question how the 
potential hire lines up with our culture. We 
have determined that much of our success 
with engaging and retaining our employees 
is based on hiring to these values. 

At a recent retreat, my test for the leaders 
was to see if they knew the values, could de-

fine them and if they were still core/relevant. 
The great thing was that more than half of the 
group was around when we last visited them 
in 2010. You know a value is core if it already 
exists, you can see it in action every day and 
it is at the heart of the identity of an organiza-
tion. We discussed ours in depth for about 45 
minutes and at one point battled quite a bit.

We discovered that we needed to reduce 
the number from seven to six values and that 
one of them was naturally imbedded into 
two of the others. What I was most proud of 
was how my team pushed back HARD when I 
tried to challenge that one of the values was 
not who we were anymore. We walked away 
from the exercise with clarity around the val-
ues and a pact that we needed to do a better 
job of utilizing them as the ultimate guide for 
employee behavior at every level.

I challenge business leaders to think about 
these things: Does your company have val-
ues? Do your employees know what they 
are? Are you living them every day at work? 
A simple exercise with your team might give 
you the answer you didn’t expect.

PERSONNEL MATTERS

How do you behave?

This article is written by Mike Heffner, 
the owner of the local Greenwood 
Express Employment Professionals 
franchise. Contact Mike at Mike.Heffner@
expresspros.com, @IndySouthMike on 
Twitter or visit ExpressIndySouth.com.

Indiana Funeral Care 
Organization

2433 E. Main St.
Greenwood, IN 46143

(317) 636-6464

KSM Consulting
800 E. 96th St. Ste. 100
Indianapolis, IN 46240

(317) 452-1700

Lushin, Inc.
5655 Castle Creek  

Parkway N. Dr.
Indianapolis, IN 46250

(317) 846-9200

Taxwright
390 N. Madison, Ste. 103

Greenwood, IN 46142
(317) 620-1512

New Members

At Express Employment Professionals we use our relationships with the 
hiring companies to make your job search easier for you by getting your 
résumé in front of the right people.

Positions include: 
• Customer Service Reps
• Administrative Assistants
• Office Managers

• AR/AP Specialists 
• Bookkeeping 
• And more!

Contact our Administrative 
Recruiter today:
Angie Petrow
(317) 300-9508

201 S. Emerson Ave. Suite 110
Greenwood, IN 46143
ExpressIndySouth.com

YOU HAVE THE EXPERIENCE
WE HAVE THE CONNECTIONS

Call (317) 706-9000 

 * $10,000 minimum balance required. The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 11/1/2018 and is subject to change without notice  
 at any time. Penalties apply for closing before maturity date, for over-the-limit withdrawals and/or if balance falls below $10,000.
** Restrictions apply

Make monthly withdrawals**

Make additional deposits**

18-month term

Put your money in. 
Take your money out. 
That’s what it’s all about.

Drop in.

lakecitybank.com/freedomplus

For more details visit

+
+
+ 2.00%

MONTH
EIGHTEEN
APY*

FREEDOM PLUS
CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT

2.15%
MONTH
EIGHTEEN
APY*

DEPOSIT AND WITHDRAW**

FREEDOM PLUS
CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT
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By Andrew Angle

The other day I got a text saying, 
“HELP!!!” That attention-getting message 
was from someone who purchased a 
website from a business that was shut-
ting down and needed help transferring 
the site’s ownership.

With digital marketing being foreign to 
the buyers, the lack of a digital marketing 
person in the contract stages put some 
expensive glitches into the process. They 
didn’t get all of the logins they needed. 
Then, once paid, the seller disappeared.

This may seem basic and obvious to 
some readers, but if you own or plan to 
own a website, expect to at least have 
logins for the following:

Registrar
The registrar is the company that pro-

vides domain names. That’s the “.com”, 
“.store”, [dot] whatever.

Web hosting account
The web host is the company that 

provides the computer system (aka: 
web server) 

Web server
This is where the files (source code, 

images, data, etc.) are stored to be acces-
sible through the internet. In our case, 
the client was provided logins to a web 
server, but not to the web server’s host 
company. Plus, the account the buyers 
were provided logins to access had old 
files on it, because their site had been 
migrated away and was actually sitting 
on a server, they didn’t have access to.

WordPress/CMS/ 
e-commerce system

Nearly all sites use some kind of server-
side software for building and managing 
the site. Today’s sites usually have “drag 
& drop” back ends. If you don’t have the 
login, you can’t easily edit the site.

Social media accounts
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc.

Google accounts/services
These include Google My Business, 

Search Console, Analytics, G Suite and 
AdWords. Know these!

The glitch my new client encountered 
was that the seller was bankrupt and 
had not paid their web host in months. 
The very minute that I was starting to 
transfer the site, the site disappeared 
due to non-payment. By not getting the 
current hosting login, the buyer didn’t 
know who to contact. We were stuck. Re-
storing the site zapped my weekend and 
left the site offline for four days.

Are your necessary logins all together? 
If you don’t know, contact a pro.

By Howard Hubler

As we are knee-deep in the seasons, 
thoughts always turn to the story of Eb-
enezer Scrooge (Charles Dickens’ The 
Christmas Carol). Remember the old man 
who had a counting house, a.k.a. CPA firm 
in old England with a heart of stone? The 
whole book was based on Dickens’ prem-
ise that a man could be deemed cruel if 
he stayed at work an extra day and didn’t 
provide his employees with a holiday 
raise. This time of year in Indy, this is cause 
for a reflection. Yes, I simplified the story 
a bit. I condensed it down from 200 pages 
to a couple hundred words. Let’s examine 
our Christmas Hoosier cheer 2018.

Hopefully all of the business persons 
reading this are either providing some kind 
of a Christmas gathering for their staff or 
are likewise invited to attend one. Many 
companies this time of year get involved 

in a community “outreach” which forces 
their staff to take some active role in help-
ing those less fortunate. Currently we call 
this “buy-in”. Today, businesses spend a 
fortune attending workshops for team-
building. Helping those less fortunate and 
seeing the company put their funds out 
there for employer matches go a long way 
for morale. My businesses over the years 
have helped downtown feeding programs, 
battered women’s concerns and inner-city 
kids and the like. They have all proven to 
be a blessing to everyone on our staff. With 
the collected funds, the sky is the limit; 
groceries for families during holidays, toys 
for kids, cash for helping holiday needs and 
the like. And the key; the rank-and-file have 
to be the ones to take these funds into 
the community. If management goes with 
them, in this role, they go as rank-and-file; 
it is egalitarianism at its best.

Now, as the holidays fade and we get 

into January, the question remains: is 
the spirit of unity and giving remaining 
alive and well within your organization? 
Of course that depends on individual 
management. We either foster that kind 
of healthy workplace or we don’t. As the 
saying goes, it’s simply a matter of choice. 
Toward the end of the book, we recall Tiny 
Tim was a beneficiary of this kind of kind-
ness. Perhaps nobody can capture the 
holidays better than he did at the end of 
Dickens’ tome. “God bless us all,  
Merry Christmas!”

Save your digital assets

Bah humbug. Not!

BIZ WEB

PEER TO PEER

Howard Hubler can be reached at howard@
hubler.com.

Andrew Angle, of Greenwood, is the 
owner of NetGain Associates, Inc. He can 
be reached at (317) 534-2382.

Newly Incorporated Businesses
Angela 4 Taegan
Linda Thorpe & Michelle McFarland
4552 Silver Hill Dr., Greenwood, IN 46142

Corrigan Blacktop
Frank T. Corrigan & Hang T. Dao
1350 W. Southport Road, Indianapolis, IN 46217

Home Sweet Home Cleaning
Angela A. Stone, 
775 Ramblin Road, Greenwood, IN 46142

Long Farms
Gary G. Long
2657 S. Mauxferry Road, Franklin, IN 46131

Mavictoria Designs
Ashley Long
620 Liberty Circle, Edinburgh, IN 46124

Orchid Nails & Spa
Thien H. Nguyen
455 Greenwood Park Dr., Ste. D, Greenwood, IN 46142

Rooted Designs and Company
Whitney Habig
2501 N. Road 575 W, Bargersville, IN  46106

Upcoming chamber meetings and events

JANUARY 2019
11 – Legislation Matters Luncheon. The goal of these 
legislative forums is to put members – and our top business 
policy issues – in front of our elected officials. We are 
excited to be hosting candidates running for Greenwood 
city council and mayor with “Top of the Ninth 2019”! The 
Legislation Matters Series is designed to be a relaxed, informal 
environment in which to learn about the Legislators’ key 
issues, ask questions and discuss any issues that are important 
to you and your business. As votes and tax payers, your vote 
matters! Our moderator will ask the panel your questions that 
you have written on index cards. You will ‘vote’ on key issues by 
holding up either red or green paper. Preregistration for this 
evening closes at 5 p.m. on Jan. 10. Jan. 11, 11:30 a.m. – 1 
p.m., Valle Vista Golf & Conference Center, 755 E. Main St., 
Greenwood. Greenwoodchamber.com. 

18 – Leadership Johnson County – Strengths Finder 2.0. 
What are you good at? What brings you joy? We spend too 
much of our time focused on what we need to improve. In 
this session, you’ll learn to harness the energy of the ways 
in which you are naturally gifted. The StrengthsFinder 2.0 
assessment will guide you toward five “signature strengths.” 
You will find that, when you incorporate activities that 
use these strengths into your work life, you are more 
productive, more successful and experience more joy. 
This program will help you interpret the results of your 
StrengthsFinder 2.0 assessment, and then identify practical 
ways to use those strengths. We’ll also focus on forging 
partnerships with others with complementary strengths 
to create more successful teams. Dec. 18, 9 a.m. – noon, 
Franklin College, Dietz Center, 101 Branigan Blvd., Franklin. 
Greenwoodchamber.com.

PLANNER OF NOTE
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By Nancy Price

Some residents in Greenwood have been 
ditching their prescriptions and canceling 
their doctors’ appointments. They’ve been 
helped with their pain, anxiety, attention 
levels and energy. They’ve found comfort in 
CBD Health of Indiana.

Ron Drake, co-owner of CBD Health of Indi-
ana, first learned of CBD oil (cannabidiol) five 
years ago. At that time, he was vice president 
of Greenleaf Paper in Arizona. Drake, who 
grew up in Greenwood, was still living with 
the pain from a snapped Achilles tendon. 
He’d had nine knee surgeries at that point. 
Nothing he tried seemed to help his pain.

“Every time I went to my family physician, 
he just prescribed me more Vicodin,” Drake 
said. “It got to the point where the prescrip-
tions were eroding the line of my stomach. I 
was hell-bent on finding another option.

“A couple of friends introduced me to 
CBD in early 2015 and I took the CBD for two 
weeks and had no result at all. I called them 
up, thanked them and wanted to know if 
this was some type of joke. They said to take 
the entire bottle of capsules until they were 
gone. It was 17 days until I felt the effects of 
the oil. I held the bottle up to my wife and I 
said, ‘If this is ever legal, I want to open up a 
store and that’s exactly what I did.’”

Drake, who co-owns the store along with 
his brother, Mike, explained CBD oil as “the 
medicinal part of the hemp plant without the 
high.” CBD oil does not contain THC, the chem-
ical ingredient that impairs functionality. The 
misconception that CBD oil is an illegal drug 
led to eight different banks denying business 

to CBD Health. Finally, Drake discovered On-
tario-based BMO Harris, which accepts credit 
card payments from CBD merchants.

Listen and learn
Drake is emphatic about educating his cus-

tomer base. He speaks with each new custom-
er, listens intently to their needs and directs 
them to the product that best suits them.

“Since opening the store, I’ve just had hun-
dreds of people coming in: those with Parkin-
son’s disease, arthritis and epilepsy in kids. The 
results have been astounding,” he said. “An 
11-year-old who missed school due to violent 
seizures is now back in school (after consum-
ing a CBD product). There was a little boy who 
was autistic and would not talk. After a month 
of using (the product) he started to speak 
while watching an animated Disney show.”

Products range from hemp oil capsules 
and dry leaf products to vape oils and vari-
ous teas. Each product addresses a specific 
need. For example, Drake has seen custom-
ers with cancer benefit from concentrated 
extracts of Bluebird Botanicals.

“We have cancer patients coming in and 
their doctors are saying, ‘I’m not sure what 
you’re doing but keep doing it,’” he said.

Everything old becomes new again
Older customers, including pets, may find 

that the products help them to regain their 
once-lost energy.

“A farmer came in one day and said he and 
his dog were old and the dog had arthritis 
so bad he couldn’t walk,” Drake recalled. I 

sold the product for his dog. The man came 
back (later) and said his dog could jump back 
into the pickup truck. “The man had tears in 
his eyes. He gave me a hug and said, ‘I didn’t 
know if this was for real or not.’”

Other disorders, including anxiety, affect 
both humans and their fur babies as well. Bar-
bara Hobbs-Wilson, the store manager, said 
she has seen a spike in sales for pets around 
the Fourth of July, when loud noises caused 
by fireworks can send dogs into a panic. 

Veterans traumatized by PTSD have ben-
efited from the products as well. In addition, 
they, along with police officers, firemen and 
paramedics, always get a 20 percent dis-
count, 365 days a year.

“We really go out of our way to help guys 
here,” Drake said.

Hobbs-Wilson noted that women, whether 
they are pre-, post-, or perimenopausal, 
benefit from CBD oil for issues including bad 
menstrual cramps or dryness of the skin.

“Women have more receptors in their 
body and CBD oil can help their skin to feel 
better,” she said.

Other products that women find helpful 
include topicals, such as undereye serum 
and replenishing face cream.

Drake said that for the past eight months, 
he can’t wait to get out of bed in the morn-
ing. And for good reason: he’s seeing the 
effects of the products change the lives of 
his customers.

“The greatest reward here is when a cus-
tomer comes back for the second time,” he 
said. “That’s when they come back and say, 
‘thank you so much for opening this store.’”

‘Hemp without the high’
Greenwood business owners help residents with pain relief

OPEN 4 BUSINESS

Ron Drake, co-owner of CBD Health of Indiana and Barbara Hobbs-Wilson, the store manager, reported that 
customers have been healed from issues.  (Photos by Chris Baker)

CBD Health of Indiana  •  954 N State Road 135, Ste. E, Greenwood, IN 46142  •  (317) 893-5131
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.; Sunday:  Closed

Why did you decide to open this business?  
I wanted to share the effects of CBD; I was lucky 
enough to share this with my hometown.

What did you do to prepare for opening 
your business?  Pray.

Who is your ideal customer?  Everyone; from 
little kids with autism or ADHD to the elderly with 
Parkinson’s disease.

How do you plan to be successful?  Continue 
to educate the public on the effects of CBD.

What would people be surprised about your 
business?  I think the thing that amazes me most 
is that the people who walk in here are so desper-
ate to get away from pharmaceutics masking ad-
ditional problems.

How would you describe your atmosphere?  
Very welcoming. People come in and comment 
that it smells so good.

By Pastor  
Chris Philbeck

Not long ago we had an unusual service 
in our church as I invited a panel of four 
people who did not identify as Christians to 
join me on stage for an interview.

I asked each of them a question to identify 
their spiritual condition, and then asked follow-
up questions about their beliefs about God, 
the Bible, Jesus and what they thought hap-
pens when you die. The purpose of the week-
end was to show my church family that not 
everyone who doesn’t identify as a Christian is 
angry or hateful. 

Oftentimes they’re people just like us 
who simply have questions. And Christians 
shouldn’t be hesitant to develop friendships 
with them and engage them in spiritual 
conversations. At the end of the service I 
asked: “If you could ask God one question, 
what would it be?” Two responded with a 
question about what happens when you 
die, and two responded with the question, 
“Why does God allow suffering?”

The next night the small group my wife 
and I lead met in our home and I asked each 
of them the same question. These are all peo-
ple who have been Christians for many years. 
Every single person responded with the 
question, “Why does God allow suffering?” 
That didn’t surprise me because that’s the 
nagging question everyone faces at some 
point in life. One of the members of my panel 
framed his question like this. “Chris, you have 
children and grandchildren. If you knew that 
one of them was going to get cancer and you 
could stop it, would you do it?” My answer 
was, “I’d give my life to stop it.”

At Christmas we’re reminded that God 
gave His life to make sure that one day, not 
only will suffering end, but it will also be re-
deemed. That’s the message of Christmas. We 
don’t celebrate the fact that Jesus was born, 
we celebrate the reason why he was born.

The world we live in today is not the “very 
good” world that God created because 
when sin entered the world it infected every 
part, bringing pain, suffering and death. But 
Jesus gave his life so that one day we can 
be part of a world that is “very good” once 
again. That’s why Galatians 4:4 says, But 
when the time had fully come, God sent His 
Son. Because of Jesus we can know that one 
day God will restore this world and suffering 
will be no more. Merry Christmas!

Why does God  
allow suffering?

Chris Philbeck is senior pastor of  
Mount Pleasant Christian Church.  
You may email him at  
inquiry@mpccministry.com  
or call (317) 881-6727.

DEVOTIONAL
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“Christmas is the spirit of giving 
without a thought of getting. 
It is happiness because we see 

joy in people. It is forgetting self 
and finding time for others. It 
is discarding the meaningless 
and stressing the true values.”

– Thomas S. Monson

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you ..

In Illinois, those under 21 can drink legally, 
but they must be enrolled in a culinary pro-
gram to do so.
 SOURCE: dumblaws.com

By Gus Pearcy

Why do pop songs fade? 
You know, the end of the song just drifts 
into oblivion? You’re digging the riff of the 
guitars or the chorus repeating and the 
band just seems to back away from the 
microphone. Is this a psychological ploy to 
leave us wanting more? 

Fading, to me, seems like a cop out. It’s 
like no one could write an ending chord, so 
we’ll just slowly back away from the mic. Be 
brave, I say. End the song.

Well, I have no intention of fading away 
from the keyboard. I’m stopping cold. This will 
be my last column for the Hendricks County 
Business Leader. It’s been a joy to write for you.

Each month, I would cobble up a few 
words about things on my mind. It wasn’t 
meant to change your politics or beliefs; it 
was just a place to write some observation-
al, hopefully entertaining, humor.

Gosh, I think I’ve been at this for 12 
years. In those 144 columns, I’ve talked 
about Facebook, mascots and personal pet 
peeves. I’ve had some fun with pomposity 
and circumstancity (not a word). I’ve offered 
some tips for communicating and lobbied 

for extra punctuation to replace emojis 
and emoticons. It’s been fun to put these 
thoughts down for posterity, if not totally 
self-indulgent. Please, forgive me. 

Let me take a moment to thank Rick Myers 
for being a good friend and publisher. He nev-
er meddled in my choice of topics or content. I 
can’t thank him enough for the opportunity.

I’d also like to thank the staff of the Hen-
dricks County Business Leader for their help. 
Of course, I will continue to write my blog at 
guspearcycommunications.wordpress.com.

To my readers, I want you to know that 
I’ve appreciated all the compliments I’ve 
been given over the years. Winnie the Pooh 
said it best, “How lucky I am to have some-
thing that makes saying goodbye so hard.”

Goodbye. That’s it. Zippo, Zeppo! (Major 
chord swells and stops).

Saying ‘goodbye’ is hard

The true meaning  
of Christmas

Each year, millions of Americans 
spend their Thanksgiving holi-
day combing over advertisements 
for the best deals they can get for 
Christmas. Many stores are now 
opening their doors on Thanksgiving 
before the traditional Black Friday 
even begins.

As stores open their doors, crowds 
of people who have been wait-
ing in line for hours rush to grab as 
much merchandise as they possibly 
can, overwhelming sales associates. 
There is even a YouTube video of a 
terrified Victoria’s Secret worker in 
Tennessee repeatedly screaming, 
“Oh, my God!” as hordes of shoppers 
yank deeply discounted hoodies 
from the table. 

And for those of us who wait un-
til the last minute to shop, we have 
the stress of worrying we won’t find 
what we’re looking for and the lim-
ited amount of time we have, in ad-
dition to the amount of time spent 
wrapping gifts before we head over 
to our family’s homes for Christmas. 

Where has the true meaning of 
Christmas gone? 

The “true meaning of Christmas” 
is a phrase that began appearing in 
the mid-19th century as the birth 
of Christ became overshadowed by 
a more secular view of the holiday. 
Santa and gift exchanging began to 
replace giving to the poor and needy. 

If Jesus were to witness the shov-
ing, yelling and rude behavior of 
shoppers meant to celebrate his 
birthday, what would He think? 

Remember the true meaning of 
Christmas this season. Remember 
who died for our sins. Be kind to one 
another. And be on the lookout to 
help those who cannot afford to give 
a gift, let alone food and clothing for 
their family. 

A very Merry Christmas to all!

VIEWS

HUMOR

BELIEVE IT!

OUR VIEW ICONtoon

QUOTE

Gus Pearcy is a contributing columnist to the 
Center Grove ICON. He may be reached at 
(317) 403-6485 or pearcy.gus@sbcglobal.net. 
Gus blogs frequently at  
guspearcycommunications.wordpress.com.
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By Chet Chromer

Have you considered the 
importance of error messages 

when it comes to email and your website? 
These messages can be just as important 
as getting your new physical address right. 
What would happen if...

•  you built a new website and the URL 
Google knew about for your “contact” form 
no longer exists?

•  one of your employees gets married and 
changes their email address to match their 
last name?

•  someone types in an incorrect spelling of 
your company’s website in their address bar?

•  one of your employees leaves the business 
and their email address is deleted?

There are a couple effective ways to ad-
dress this challenge, and I’d encourage you 
to check out your own website using an ad-
dress that doesn’t exist and think about how 
you’d like to help your visitors.

First, you can build a replacement “404 
Page.” 404 is a standard error message sent 
by servers when a page cannot be found. 
Most website systems will allow you to over-
ride this page with something helpful and 
creative. For an example, check out the link 

above or scan the QR code you see with this 
column and you’ll see how we do it at C2IT.

You could also think ahead and try to 
predict what people might get wrong 
when coming to your website (or read your 
Google Analytic reports and see it first-
hand). You can then “redirect” this traffic to 
where it belongs, such as from “websittttes” 
to “websites.” You might also purchase addi-
tional domain names similar to your own so 
that visitors find your site even when they 
misspell your business’ domain name.

It’s important to help visitors find their 
way to your website, inbox and mailbox. 
In this fast-paced world visitors have high 
expectations of your website – any way we 
can help them get to where they want to be 
will help build that all-important relation-
ship of trust and help avoid missed oppor-
tunities we might otherwise never know of.

By Curtis Honeycutt

I have to point out that 
the song, “You’re a Mean 

One, Mr. Grinch” was famously sung by Thurl 
Ravenscroft, who has one of the most per-
fect names ever named. Ravenscroft was 
also the voice of Tony the Tiger.

Let’s quickly jump to another amazingly-
named holiday singer. Burl Ives most famous-
ly sang the Christmas standard, “A Holly Jolly 
Christmas.” The song is featured prominently 
in the 1964 stop-motion-animated special, 
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” where 
Ives also performs the voice of the narra-
tor, Sam the Snowman. Both Thurl and Burl’s 
voices will forever be ingrained in our cul-
tural Christmas traditions.

Back to my lyrical problem: can you have 
a “holly, jolly” Christmas?

I understand “jolly.” Jolly is an adjective 
that means happy and jovial. When I hear 
the word “jolly,” I picture Santa laughing and 
his belly bouncing like a bowlful of jelly. I 
think because of the famous line in “‘Twas 
the Night Before Christmas,” the word jolly, 
when used to describe a person, can come 
along with overweight connotations. 

Holly is always a noun. Holly is either a 
proper name (Holly Golightly, Holly Hobbie, 

et. al.) or a shrub. The holly plant’s red berries 
can make your belly particularly un-jolly if in-
gested in high enough doses. But “holly” isn’t 
an adjective. A wreath is often made from 
holly, but holly is still a noun. You can’t have a 
“holly” Christmas. It’s almost as if song lyrics 
don’t pass through a grammar editor before 
they’re allowed to be recorded.

But that’s the strange thing that happens 
with language when it’s part of a culture – it 
evolves. It moves. Meanings shift and words 
that just happen to rhyme end up next to 
each other in a Christmas song sung by Burl 
Ives. But, at the end of the day, even though 
it’s technically not a grammatically correct 
phrase, we all know what it means to have a 
“holly, jolly” Christmas. It means to celebrate 
with people you love, share warmth and 
happiness, and maybe even kick back a few 
glasses of eggnog with Uncle Rick. What even 
is “nog”? That’s a question for another day.

‘Page Not Found’
Error pages and missed opportunities

Oh, by golly

LIFESTYLE

Chet Cromer is the president of C2IT Consulting, 
Inc., a Plainfield-based technology business 
that provides websites, mobile apps and IT 
consulting/support to businesses across central 
Indiana. He can be reached at chetcromer@
c2itconsulting.net or (317) 721-2248.

Curtis Honeycutt is a nationally syndicated 
humor columnist. Connect with him  
on Twitter (@curtishoneycutt) or at 
curtishoneycutt.com.

GRAMMAR 
GUY

317.539.2024 • 800.531.6752
www.raystrash.com

“Is your company’s New Year’s resolution to go green? Call Ray’s and find 
out about all of its exciting recycling programs. Whether you need a small 
container for office recycling, or large-scale equipment to handle excess 
packing materials, and things in between, Ray’s has you covered. Ray’s Trash 
is the only call you need to make for your recycling and waste removal needs. 
We offer consultants to review your needs and design a competitively priced 
custom program for you. Call us today to schedule a review of your property’s 
disposal plan.”

GREAT SERVICE 
SMART PRICING

CALL RAY’S TODAY.
TRENDS 
IN TECH
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Alice M. Birt
Alice M. Birt, 91, died on Nov. 22, 2018 in Green-
wood. Born on April 25, 1927 in Martinsville, Indi-
ana, she was a homemaker and lifelong member 
of Victory Memorial United Methodist Church. Her 
passion was her collection of frogs (which began 
as a child with her grandfather) and at one point 
it exceeded over 3,000. Most of all, she loved and 
was devoted to her family. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Lester and Elizabeth St. John; 
her husband of 52 years, Robert F. Birt; a grandson, 
Douglas V. Baxter; a son-in-law, Jerry A. Whitlock; 
and siblings, Betty Aikins, Patsy McKean and Mar-
vin St. John. Survivors include her children, Bonnie 
J. Whitlock, Connie Sue Bosworth (Henry), Steven E. 
Birt (Melody), Michael R. Birt (Debb), Julie A. New-
some, 21 grandchildren, 28 great grandchildren, 
four great-great-grandchildren; a sister, Jeanie Bus-
cemi; and many nieces and nephews. Visitation was 
held Nov. 27 at G. H. Herrmann Greenwood Funeral 
Home at The Gardens of Olive Branch, 1605 S. State 
Road 135. A funeral service was held on Nov. 28, 
along with burial at Forest Lawn Memory Gardens.

Velma Ruth Edwards
Velma Ruth (Gentry) Edwards, 82, of Greenwood, 
died on Nov. 15, 2018. She was born on Nov. 28, 
1935 in Metcalfe Co., Kentucky to the late Clarence 
and Sallie (Taylor) Gentry. In addition to her parents, 
she was also preceded in death by her husband, 
Homer; and her sister, Geneva Chapman. She was 
a member of Mt. Pleasant Christian Fellowship. She 
graduated in 1954 from Hiseville High School and 
married Homer Glen Edwards in 1952. Velma spent 
her career at Western Electric, making telephones 
and doing quality control in Indiana and Kansas 
City, Missouri, until her retirement in 1988. Survivors 
include a daughter, Rhonda (Roy) Cunningham; six 
grandchildren, Lorraine Cunningham, Sonja (Rick) 
Alcorta, Karee Cunningham, Amy (Mike) Bragdon, 
Ian Cunningham, and Zoe Cunningham; three 
great-granddaughters, Lily, Elise and Ava Bragdon; 
and many nieces and nephews; brother, Howard 
(Wanda) Gentry; sister, Renna (Royce) Page; and 
brother-in-law, Clarence Chapman. Funeral services 
were held on Nov. 20 at G. H. Herrmann Greenwood 
Funeral Home, 1605 S. State Road 135. She was bur-
ied in Forest Lawn Memory Gardens.

Maynard Evans IV 
Maynard “Ben” Evans, IV, 51, of Greenwood, died 
on Nov. 26, 2018. Services were held on Nov. 30 at 
11 a.m. at Wilson St. Pierre Funeral Service and Cre-
matory, Greenwood Chapel. Visitation was held at 
Wilson St. Pierre on Nov. 29 until time of service.

Wayne Ernest Fansler
Wayne Ernest Fansler, 91, of Franklin, died on Nov. 
10, 2018. Wayne was born in Shelby County, Indi-
ana on Aug. 29, 1927 to the late Roy C. and Mollie 
Howery Fansler. He married his wife, Norma Grubb, 
on Aug. 8, 1946 in Shelbyville; she preceded him in 
death in 2015. Wayne is survived by his daughters, 
Carol Burbank and Karen (George) Yeager; and a 
son, Gary (Sue); four grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. Besides his parents, he was also pre-
ceded in death by a brother, Weldon (Merle and 
Marion). Wayne was a veteran of the Air Transport 
command 1945-46. Wayne was a graduate of Indi-
ana Central College and Ball State University.  He 
was a teacher, coach and guidance director sev-
eral elementary and high schools. Visitation was 
held on Nov. 15 at Wilson St. Pierre Funeral Service 

& Crematory, Greenwood Chapel. The Greenwood 
Jubilee Masonic Lodge #746 F & AM also conduct-
ed a Masonic service at the funeral home. A funeral 
service was held Nov. 16 at the funeral home. Burial 
was in Greenlawn Cemetery, Franklin, Indiana.

Bryan Clayton Hacker 
Bryan Clayton Hacker, 62, of Greenwood, died on 
Nov. 27, 2018. He was born in Johnson County on 
Oct. 28, 1956 to Marilyn (Straub) and Kenneth Hack-
er. Bryan was known to many not only as a friend, 
but also as a second father. He would frequently go 
out of his way to help those he had never met be-
fore. He was a graduate of Greenwood High School 
and Butler University. He worked in various roles 
with the postal service over his 35 years of service. 
Following retirement, Bryan enjoyed working on 
cars as well as with his friends at Patriot. He was 
preceded in death by his father, Kenneth Hacker. 
Bryan is survived by two daughters, Shannon (Joey) 
Lee and Kelli (Donny) Canup; his four grandchil-
dren, Kaden, Caleb, Kelsey and Eliza; his mother; 
two brothers; one sister; nieces and nephews; as 
well as great nieces and nephews. A funeral ser-
vice was held on Saturday, Dec. 1, at G. H. Hermann 
Greenwood Funeral Home at The Gardens of Olive 
Branch. He was buried at Greenwood Cemetery.

Loren H. Hewitt
Loren H. Hewitt, 93, of Greenwood, died on Nov. 
19, 2018. He was born on Oct. 14, 1925 in Louis-
ville, Ohio to the late John and Josephine (Gravieur) 
Hewitt. Loren was a Purple Heart Veteran of the 
Battle of the Bulge. He was a member of Resurrec-
tion Lutheran Church, where he served as church 
treasurer for 27 years. Loren was a member of the 
Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge. He was an avid 
reader and enjoyed traveling the U.S. with his wife, 
children and grandchildren; and sharing time with 
family at Lamb Lake. Starting in high school, Loren 
developed a great passion for vocal music, specifi-
cally gospel, which he passed on to his family. Loren 
is survived by his wife of 68 years, Betty R. Hewitt; 
sons, Randy (Susie) Hewitt and Brian (Veronica) 
Hewitt; grandchildren, Emily, Mason, Colin, Ross 
and Laura; and eight great-grandchildren. Visitation 
and a service was held on Nov. 24 at Resurrection 
Lutheran Church, 445 E. Stop 11 Road, Indianapo-
lis. Arrangements have been entrusted to G. H. Her-
rmann Greenwood Funeral Home at The Gardens of 
Olive Branch. Loren was buried with military honors 
in Forest Lawn Memory Gardens.

Leah Renea Horner 
Leah Renea Horner, 53, of Greenwood, died on 
Nov. 19, 2018. All services will be private. Funeral 
arrangements have been entrusted to Simplicity 
Funeral and Cremation Care, Indianapolis Chapel.

James L. Kelly 
James L. Kelly, 94, died on Nov. 23, 2018. He was a 
longtime Greenwood resident. He was born Feb. 21, 
1924 in Charlotte, North Carolina, to Wade Hamp-
ton Sr. and Nattie Lee (Lambert) Kelly. He married 
his wife, Frances, on April 16, 1951, in Mt. Sterling, 
Kentucky. She preceded him in death. He was also 
preceded in death by one brother, Wade Hampton; 
and three sisters, Dorothy Rue, Vera Altman and 
Betty Sue Kelly. Survivors include four sons, Tim 
(Karen) Kelly; Kevin (Cathy) Kelly, Mark (Tamra) Kelly 
and Dan (Jackie) Kelly; two daughters, Sandra Kelly 
and Karen (Glenn) Earle; 16 grandchildren; and 29 
great-grandchildren. He was a U.S. Army veteran 
and POW, serving in World War II. James retired as 
an operations manager for AT&T after 33 years of 
employment. Services were entrusted to Wilson St. 
Pierre Funeral Service & Crematory.

Bonnie Alice Landrigan 
Bonnie Alice Landrigan, 84, of Greenwood, died on 
Nov. 23, 2018. She was born on July 28, 1934 to the 
late Harry Snow and Ruth McCombs. Bonnie mar-
ried Charles H. Landrigan on Jan. 10, 1953. She 
was a member of Our Lady of Greenwood Catho-
lic Church. Bonnie is survived by her husband of 
65 years, Charles; daughters, Cathy Fisher and Kim 
(Kenny) Gerber; five grandchildren, Bill Lowe, Andy 
Lowe, Ashley Gerber, Dusty Gerber and Amber 
(Gerber) Everly; a great-granddaughter, Annelise 
Everly. In addition to her parents, she is preceded in 
death by her daughter, Linda Sue; and son-in-law, 
Kenny Fisher. Funeral services were held at Single-
ton Community Mortuary and Memorial Center. 
Burial followed at Forest Lawn Memory Gardens. 

Bernard L. Lesniak
Bernard L. (Bernie) Lesniak, 94, died on Dec. 4, 
2018. Bernie was born Jan. 23, 1924, in Everson, 
Pennsylvania to the late John and 
Helen Lesniak. Bernie graduated 
from McKeesport High School 
in 1942. He enlisted in the Army 
Air Corps. Bernie married Thelma 
Jackson in 1948. Bernie gradu-
ated from International Business 
College in Fort Wayne with a de-
gree in accounting. Bernie and Thelma moved to 
Indianapolis. He worked for Indiana Farm Bureau. 
Bernie and Thelma were members of Christ United 
Methodist Church. Bernie is preceded in death by 
his wife. Bernie is survived by three brothers, Bill, 
Chester and John; three children, Karen Hadley 
(Dennis);  Janice Lesniak (Rob Smith) and Wayne Le-
sniak (Vanessa); seven grandchildren, Scott Hadley 
(Cozette), Michelle Burlingame (Matthew), Jennifer 
Chapman (Ray), Michael Lesniak, Kevin Steindorff, 
Christopher Steindorff (Mary) and Ashley Griffith 
(Yenling Ho). Bernie is also survived by several great 
grandchildren. A Celebration of life will be held 
today from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. at Greenwood Village 
South, 295 Village Lane, Greenwood., with a service 
held at 1 p.m. Arrangements were handled by Sin-
gleton Community Mortuary and Memorial Center. 

Shirley (Emmons) Mason 
Shirley (Emmons) Mason, 89, of Greenwood, died on 
Nov. 29, 2018. She was born on Oct. 22, 1929 in In-
dianapolis to the late Samuel and Pauline Emmons. 
She was a longtime member of St. Barnabas Catho-
lic Church and Red Hat Society. She enjoyed volun-
teering at the Wheeler Mission and she was very ar-
tistic and enjoyed arts and crafts and spending time 
with her family. She was preceded in death by her 
siblings, Charlene Caskey, Barbara Pettijohn. She is 
survived by her husband of 61 years, Marion “Bud” 
Mason; children, Renee (Rick) Justice, Paulette (Bri-
an) Clay and Guy Mason; five grandchildren, Tysha, 
Ricky, Megan (Chris), Adam (Erin) and Kevin; great-
grandchildren; Conall, Henry, Max and Amelia; and 
siblings, Thomas Emmons and Sandra Clark. Visita-
tion and services were held on Dec. 3 & 4 at G. H. Her-
rmann Greenwood Funeral Home at The Gardens of 
Olive Branch. She was buried at Calvary Cemetery.

Darrell R. McCardle 
Darrell R. McCardle, 82, of Whiteland, Indiana on 
Nov. 4, 2018. He was born on Jan. 4, 1936 in Greens-
burg, Indiana to the late John & Doris McCardle. 
Darrell served in the U.S. Navy for four years. He 
worked for Cummings Diesel for 16 years and most 
recently worked for Kenworth for more than 20 
years. Darrell was a member of Mt. Pleasant Bap-
tist Church and enjoyed playing golf and spend-
ing time with family. He was preceded in death by 
a sister, Sue Gidding. Darrell is survived by his wife, 

Clara McCardle; sons, John (Juanita) McCardle, Dar-
ren (Kim) McCardle; stepchildren, George Adkins, 
Delores Graham, Colleen (Glen) Shake and Karen 
(Roger) Lynn; a sister, Jennie Campbell; 16 grand-
children and several greatgrandchildren. Visitation 
and a Celebration of Life were held Nov. 12 at Wil-
son St. Pierre Funeral Service & Crematory, Green-
wood Chapel 481 W. Main St. Burial was held in Mt. 
Pleasant Cemetery, Greenwood.

Raymond Frederick Walter Pottschmidt 
Raymond Fredrick Walter Pottschmidt, 97, of Green-
wood, died on Nov. 23, 2018. Born Aug. 2, 1921 in 
Beech Grove to the late William and Minnie (Ober-
man) Pottschmidt, he retired from Bryant Manu-
facturing after 42 years of service as a tool and die 
maker. For a period of time he served as president of 
the local chapter of the United Steel Workers Union 
No. 4315. He was a founding member of Southland 
Community Church and the Community Church 
of Greenwood. Raymond was active for years with 
OMS- One Missions Society in the Men for Missions 
program in Greenwood. He was preceded in death 
by his wife of 74 years, Eleanor M. Pottschmidt; and 
siblings, William Pottschmidt, Irene Stanonik, Hel-
en Emmelman and Evelyn Royer. Survivors include 
his children, Linda (Jimmy) Moore and Donna (Rev. 
Robert) Ransom; three grandchildren; seven great-
grandchildren; and many nieces and nephews. A 
Celebration of Life was held on Nov. 25 at G.H. Her-
rmann Greenwood Funeral Home. He was laid to 
rest privately at Forest Lawn Memory Gardens.

Reece May Turner
Reece May Turner, 94, of Fort Wayne, died on Nov. 
25, 2018. Born on Nov. 7, 1924 in Cumberland Coun-
ty, Kentucky to William and Sarah “Lena” Anderson. 
She was a member of the Church of Christ. She was 
preceded in death by her husband, James W. Turner. 
Survivors include her children, William “Mike” (Di-
one) Turner, Dale (Janet) Turner and Karen (Mark) 
Hollingsworth; grandchildren, James, Joe, Eric, Sara, 
Katherine and Ellen; six great-grandchildren; and 
numerous nieces and nephews. Visitation was held 
on Nov. 27 at G. H. Herrmann Greenwood Funeral 
Home at The Gardens of Olive Branch, 1605 S. State 
Road 135. A funeral service was held on Nov. 28 at 
Ballou Stotts Funeral Home, Burkesville, Kentucky. 
Burial will be at Mud Camp Cemetery, Kentucky.

Val Jean Weakley 
Mr. Val Jean Weakley, 81, of Greenwood, died on 
Nov. 29, 2018. Born  May 8, 1937 in Indianapolis to 
the late Carey and Alma (Moore) Weakley, he was a 
1956 graduate of Tech High School. Val was a hard 
worker. He founded the family business, Greenwood 
Models, in 1973. He had a passion for classic cars, was 
involved in various car clubs and had a collection of 
more than 40 cars. He enjoyed WW II history and air-
planes. He was preceded in death by his son, James 
Weakley. Survivors include his wife of 61 years, Bev-
erly (Vaught) Weakley; children, Beverly (Jeff) Jean 
Macy, James John (Heather) Weakley and Barb ( Da-
vid) Peters; nine grandchildren, Shane Dillon, Jeremi-
ah Dillon, Jessica Browning, Alex Weakley, Morgan 
Weakley, Brooke Peters, Chase Weakley, Brandon Pe-
ters and Lance Weakley; six greatgrandchildren, Jas-
mine, Mykell, Kash, Charlize, Brooklyn and Jack; and 
siblings, Sherry Weakley and William Weakley. A fu-
neral service was held December 3 at G.H. Herrmann 
Greenwood Funeral Home. He was buried at The Gar-
dens at Olive Branch Cemetery and Mausoleum Park.

OBITUARIES

Center Grove obituaries are printed free of charge and 
published once a month. Funeral directors are encouraged 
to send obituaries and photos to news@myicon.info.

FOR THE RECORD
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ACROSS

1. IU major
6. Johnson’s BBQ Shack fat
10. Give’s partner
14. Scarlett of Tara
15. State confidently
16.  Showy bloom at  

McNamara Florist
17. Soft drinks
18. Unwakable state
19.  Center Stage Dance  

Academy jump
20.  With 41-Across, famous 

holiday poem
23. ___ Haw
24. As well
25. Egyptian snake
28. Ate a Tried & True wrap
31. Auto parts giant
34. Baby bottle
36. Domino’s Pizza fixture
38. Travel pass
40. Teamsters demand, maybe
41. See 20-Across
44. Fearless
45. Big Ten Tournament ranking
46. ___ Like It Hot
47.  Break out of the Johnson 

County jail
49. Polish site
51. CenterGrove Animal Clinic doc
52. Drop in on
53. Adam’s madam
55. Channel 13’s Days of ___ Lives
57.  Poet who penned 

20-/41-Across
63. Elmore’s Firearms purchase
66. Back of the neck
67. Less adulterated
68. Ukraine city
69.  Lucas Oil Stadium  

seating section
70.  C4H8O2 in an IUPUI  

chemistry class
71.  WTHR anchor:  

___ Marie Tiernon
72. Iditarod transport
73.  Sugar Grove Elementary 

School needs

DOWN

1. Facebook entry
2. WISH program
3. When tripled, et cetera
4. I-65 collision
5. Speed up
6. David’s Bridal dress material
7. Hendricks County town
8. Invoice word

9. Fire-breathing beast
10. Pinball no-no
11. “___ we there yet?”
12. Ray Skillman brand
13. Sixth sense
21. Fling
22. Greenwood Park Mall posting
25. Sci-fi writer: Isaac ___
26. WFYI “Street”
27. Determine in advance
28. Calvin’s comic strip friend
29. Strongly opposed

30. Cover with graffiti
32. Photos, for short
33. Far from ruddy
35. Charlie Brown cry
37. Channel 20 science show
39.  Center Grove HS geometry 

calculation
42. Drive back
43. Nitwit
48. Doings at The Columns
50. Grouped together
54. iPhone function

56. Awaken
57. Small inlet
58.  Indianapolis Fencing Club 

weapon
59. Social misfit
60. Table scraps
61. Stink to high heaven
62. Messes up
63. IMPD blotter letters
64. 60 secs.
65.  Bankers Life Fieldhouse 

restroom sign

Puzzle Time

See Answers on page 23.
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Jennifer Stamm
Southside woman purpose helping elderly, women in crisis

By Nancy Price

There is a creed that Jennifer Stamm 
remembers and lives by each day. This 
principle guides her, both professionally 
and personally, and helps her to remem-
ber her purpose. 

The creed is, “There is a destiny that 
makes us brothers: None goes his way 
alone: All that we send into the lives of 
others. Comes back into our own.”

Stamm has been a financial representa-
tive with Modern Woodmen of America, a 
nonprofit fraternal financial services orga-
nization, for the past three years.

“We operate like a lodge system,” she 
explained. “We have chapters that are 
made up of groups of members in the 
same geographic areas and each chap-
ter gets to put back a certain amount of 
money back into the community. The 

members get involved and work with the 
reps to make an impact: matching funds 
(fundraiser events), community service 
projects, social activities and educational 
events. We do not engage in national ad-
vertising campaigns, which allows us to 
put that money to better use.”

Stamm’s passion for giving back goes 
far beyond the walls of an office. She and 
her husband of nearly 12 years, David, 
enjoy their rescue pets and spending time 
guiding their nieces and nephews. Yet 
Stamm said she and David have found 
their calling through looking after the el-
derly in their neighborhood.

“We have had wonderful relationships 
with many widows without nearby family 
to look after them,” Stamm said. 
“David does their ‘honey do’ 
list and I help them with 
anything else, And I 

can sit and talk for hours. Listen for hours.”
Stamm’s bedside nature extends to 

women in troubling circumstances as well. 
One day, she asked her friend Polly, a color 
street consultant, if she would like to visit a 
transitional housing facility and help wom-
en with their nails and nail color to give 
them something to smile about. What start-
ed out as a fun visit has led to new friend-
ships formed between Stamm and women 
she never would have met otherwise.

“These women who are battling addic-
tion and coming out of prison,” she said. 
“They are trying to establish new, healthy 
thought patterns, job skills, interview 
skills, etc. I thought the opportunity to 
have some glittery, beautiful fingernails 

would boost their self-esteem in 
this season of life. We spent 

time talking with the women 
and just encouraging them. I 

was so inspired by these women.
“We took it in another direction and 

planned a mother/daughter afternoon at 
Greenwood Village South. We were in the 
memory care unit and we provided free 
nail strips. Daughters who came actually 
applied the nail strips to their mom’s fin-
gers. Those without daughters or anyone 
to be with them were adopted for the 
event by myself, Polly, or one of the staff 
there. Everyone had someone to pamper 
them and talk. It was amazing.

Stamm, who attends Vineyard Commu-
nity Church in Greenwood, said her faith is 
where she finds hope and purpose.

“I have made a lot of mistakes, bad deci-
sions and overcome much loss.. all leading 
me to right where I am. I am blessed and 
want to make a positive difference in each 
person who meets me. When I do what is 
best for others, God always takes care of me.”

What do you consider your greatest 
virtue?  Love. My heart genuinely wants 
the best for everyone I encounter. I want 
everyone to learn and make good financial 
decisions and reap the benefits of such 
wisdom. To learn from my mistakes!  I 
want to see families mended. I want to see 
forgiveness in families and the freedom 
that comes from it. Of course, I don’t always 
behave in a loving way. But I want to be 
known for being genuine and truly loving 
those around me.  I tend to see the best 
in others, glass half full, etc.  I am eternally 
hopeful but have had to learn along the 
way that I need to not be naïve.

What upsets you?  The stories shared 
with me by the people I meet with (most 
who have eventually become my clients) 
who have met with another representative 
in my industry and been poorly advised!  
Seeing people charged excessive fees for 
absolutely no reason. Over-promising and 
under-delivering. Being dishonest and 
unethical. That really upsets me!

What do you like best about Center 
Grove?  The wonderful things I hear about 
the Center Grove School Corporation.

What’s your favorite Southside eatery?  
Coffee/treats: Brickhouse Coffee at Main 
Street and Sheek Road. For a meal: Lincoln 
Square Restaurant at Stop 11 and Madison 
Avenue. I also REALLY love to eat at El 
Rodeo located at State Road 135 and 
Smith Valley Road.

If you had to live 
anywhere else 
in the Metro 
Indianapolis 
area, where 
would it be?  
Further south, 
Trafalgar or 
Bargersville, 
perhaps. 
Perhaps even 
Nashville, 
Indiana.

If you 
could 
begin 
life over, 
what would 
you change?  I 
would have not 
wasted so much time 
worrying about failing 
and letting that fear keep 
me from enjoying so many 
things. When I was younger and 
growing up into an adult my entire self-
esteem and self-worth was based on the 
approval I received from others when 
I did something well. When I could not 
do something well, I would quit. I wish 
I would have given myself a break and 
learned to embrace failure. Overcoming 
our failures make us stronger.  A lesson 
I could have benefited from learning 
much earlier in life.

If money were no issue, 
how would you spend 
it?  There are so many 
ways to support others. 

I do not mean enable, 
however.  There are 

so many wonderful 
organizations that are 
here to actually help 
those who want 
help.  Easing their 
money worries so 
they are freed up 
to do what they do 

so well, helping 
others to heal, 
would be my 

greatest joy! 
 

What 
makes you 

happiest?  
The unconditional love 

from my pets. Seeing a 
lonely person light up because 

they are feeling loved. Scented candles. 
My husband’s cooking.  A steady flow of 
introductions from my clients so that I am 
always meeting people and growing my 
business. Singing worship songs. Seeing 
miracles happen when all hope was 
lost. Finally: sparkling jewelry, nails and 
accessories. I love sparkles!

Pick three adjectives that best describe 
you.  Tenacious. Kind. Hopeful.

What is your favorite vacation spot?  
There are too many places I have not visited 
yet. So I will probably not return to any 
one place.  All of our vacations will be new 
destinations.  Favorite spot overall: home.

What do you do with idle time?  I do 
enjoy “The Office” more than should be 
legally allowed! So, streaming that show 
is a favorite go-to. I also enjoy watching 
shows that involve solving crimes. My 
current show: “Blue Bloods”.  I also can 
waste time on Facebook as good as 
anyone but I am really working to be more 
intentional about that time.

What would you change about our culture 
if you could?  Families would spend more 
time together talking, playing games, off the 
phones and tablets! They would eat meals 
together and make time for each other. 
Families would cherish each other more.

How do you escape from reality?  
Streaming a show that I enjoy. 
Journaling. Prayer.

What do you love most in life?  
Relationships.

Which living person in Center Grove do 
you most admire?  My beautiful 11-year-
old niece, Ashley. She has more potential 
and value than she could possibly even 
know at this point in her young life. 
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StrengthsFinder 2.0 – Maximize Your Potential
Learn your five “signature strengths” and how to incorporate those strengths 
into your work life to become more productive, more successful and experience 
more joy. This workshop will also focus on forging partnerships with others to 
create more successful teams within your workplace.

Friday, January 18th, 2019  |  9 a.m. – noon  |  Franklin College, Dietz Center
• $49 per person for LJC & FC Alumni,  

Franklin, Greenwood, and Indy Chamber members.
• $59 per person, general public

RSVP:  here or visit www.leadershipjohnsoncounty.org
FACILITATOR:  Dr. Carolyn Goerner, IU Kelley School of Business

Dr. Carolyn Goerner, Ph.D., owns Practical Paradigms, a consulting 
and training business headquartered in Greenwood, IN. She also 
teaches negotiation and strategic human resource management at 
the Kelley School of Business at Indiana University-Bloomington.

Thank you to the  
program underwriters:

SERVICE GUIDE

ADVERTISE TODAY!  CALL (317) 300-8782.
SHOP LOCAL

• Shingle
• Metal
• Tear-offs
• Leak Specialist

Call Kyle Williams for a Free Estimate!
Licensed, Bonded & Insured  •  Resonable Rates  •  5 Year Workmanship Warranty

317•460•1191

Lawncare and Tree removaL ServiceS

Emergency or Scheduled Services

317-626-5973

TREE REMOVAL

ROOFING

TREE REMOVAL

ICONICbriefs

Friends of JCPL book sales 
announced for 2019

Literacy - The Friends of Johnson County 
Public Library have announced their used 
book sale dates for next year. Find gently 
used hardback and paperback books, 
CD’s, DVD’s, audio and video tapes and 
books-on-tape/CD for every age in ev-
ery genre, including large print titles at 
the sales. Sale dates are as follows: Jan. 
17-19, 2019 at the Franklin Branch; April 
11-13, 2019 at the Trafalgar Branch; July 
25-27, 2019 at the White River Branch 
and Oct. 17-19, 2019 at the Clark Pleas-
ant Branch. Sale hours are: Thursdays, 4-8 
p.m. (Friends Night for members. Mem-
berships available at the door.); Fridays, 9 
a.m.-6 p.m. and Saturdays, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
($5 Bag Day - bags are provided.) Please 
note there are no Sunday sales. Proceeds 
provide extra resources and boosts sup-
port for library programming like author 
visits and reading program giveaways. 
Become a Friends member when you 
visit the sales or by visiting pageafterp-
age.org/friends. The Friends are part of 
the Johnson County Public Library Foun-
dation. For more information, please con-
tact Monica Harvey at 317-738-2957 or 
mharvey@jcplin.org.

Applications now accepted for 
Governor’s Workplace Safety, 
Everyday Safety Hero Awards

Recognition - The Indiana Department 
of Labor, in partner with the Indiana 
Chamber of Commerce and the Central 
Indiana Chapter of the American Society 
of Safety Engineers, is accepting applica-
tions for the 2019 Governor’s Workplace 
Safety Awards and Everyday Safety Hero 
Awards. Applications must be received no 
later than 5 p.m., Jan. 11, 2019. The annual 
awards recognize Indiana employers and 
employees who proactively work together 
to advance the health, safety and prosper-
ity of Hoosiers in the workplace. Awards 
are presented to organizations demon-
strating exceptional workplace safety 
and health programs, as well as processes 
or techniques relative to each organiza-
tion’s size. To download the Governor’s 
Workplace Safety Award and Everyday 
Safety Hero Award applications, please 
visit in.gov/dol/2934.htm. The awards will 
be presented at the annual Governor’s 
Workplace Safety Awards Luncheon dur-
ing the 2910 Indiana Safety and Health 
Conference Expo on Feb. 28, 2019. The 
conference will be held at the Indiana 
Convention Center in Indianapolis. For 
more information about the conference, 
visit INSafetyConf.com.

Puzzles & Answers  ON PAGE 21
Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE:

Movies:  BIG, CASTAWAY, FORREST GUMP, PHILADELPHIA, SULLY, THE POST;
Lakes:  HUNTINGTON, LEMON, MICHIGAN, MONROE, WAWASEE;
Restaurants:  ANAYA’S, DON CUERVO, EL RODEO, ROSITA’S;   |   Coach:  HAHN
Brands:  ADIDAS, CONVERSE, NIKE;   |   Holidays:  CHRISTMAS, HANUKKAH;

Center Grove Quiz  ON PAGE 4

1. A,   2. B,   3. D,   4. C,   5. B
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SAVE$50
ANY PLUMBING FIX-
TURE REPLACEMENT

Not valid with any other offers. Cannot combine offers. Some restrictions apply. Coupon 
must be presented at time of service. Expires 1/31/19

Get a Tub or Shower Replaced in a Day!   Call Now!

1. DRAIN WATER HEATER
2. WHOLE HOUSE PLUMBING INSEPCTION
3. SUMP PUMP INSPECTION

Excludes Tankless Flush. Coupon must be presented at time of service. Expires 1/31/19

HOLIDAY
CLEANING

$49

Plumbing repairs

$25
Drips & Clogs annoying you?  Here’s an extra $25 off any repair. Coupon must be presented 
at time of service. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Expires 1/31/19

Holiday Specials

Coupon must be presented at time of estimate. Cannot be combined 
with any other offers. Expires 1/31/19

ANY TUB OR SHOWER 
REPLACEMENT 

CO
88
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54

8:00 AM 6:00 PM10:00 AM 1:00 PM 4:00 PM

859-9999
Call now!

CO88
90
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5 things that can go wrong with 
your Plumbing during the 

Holidays!

Schedule Prevention Online

CartersMyPlumber.com

$300 OFF

1. No Hot Water

2. Stopped up Drain

3. Toilet gurgles

4. Sump Pump fails

5. Faucet Drips

This may be the loudest screaming moment 
from the bathroom!

Ever been in stand still traffic? Nothing worse 
than a clogged drain and mile high dishes.

Just like stomach gurgles are an indicator, so are 
toilet gurles.  Something is about to happen.

You don’t need any nightmares about Christmas 
presents floating in the basement.

It’s enough that Uncle Eddy snores all night long - add 
a dripping faucet to the mix may make you bonkers!

OFF

Kelson Carter, Prince Of Plumbing




