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Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Nicole Davis at 
300-8782 or email her 
at news@myICON.info. 
Remember, our news 
deadlines are several 
days prior to print. 

Contact the Editor

7670 US 31 S
Indianapolis, IN 46227

Ph: (317) 300-8782

The Center Grove ICON is 
published by Times-Leader 
Publications, LLC. Content 
published alongside this icon 

is sponsored by one of our valued ad-
vertisers. Sponsored content is pro-
duced or commissioned by advertisers 
working in tandem with Times-Leader’s 
sales representatives. Sponsored con-
tent may not reflect the views of The 
Center Grove ICON publisher, editorial 
staff or graphic design team. The Center 
Grove ICON is devoted to clearly differ-
entiating between sponsored content 
and editorial content. Potential adver-
tisers interested in sponsored content 
should call (317) 300-8782 or email 
sponsored@myicon.info.

CG
SPONSORED

CENTER GROVE

COMMUNITY

Center Grove ICON 
reaches a vast segment 
of our community.
For information about 
reaching our readers,  
call Brian Ruckle at  
300-8782 or email him at 
bruckle@icontimes.com.

Want to Advertise?

Rick Myers  
Publisher

Brian Kelly 
Chief Executive Officer

Brogan Dearinger 
Director of Operations

Nicole Davis 
Content Editor

Asha Patel 
Production & Design

CENTER GROVE
A product of

Established 
November 2012

Times-Leader  
Publications, LLC  

 ©2018  
All Rights Reserved

Education - On March 8, Indianapolis 500 Festival Princesses Abby Zielinski and Ariel Gastelum taught the fourth grade class at Cardinal Elementary 
in Brownsburg about race cars. Zielinski, of Danville, is a junior at Indiana University majoring in neuroscience and biology. Gastelum, of Greenwood, 
is a graduate of Center Grove High School and a junior at IUPUI, majoring in marketing, supply chain management and international studies. The 
princesses were at the school as part of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500 Education Program, presented by Indiana University Health, which 
immerses Indiana fourth grade students in the world of the Indianapolis 500 and 500 Festival, exploring its place in Indiana’s history and culture.  
(Photo by Faith Toole)

PURCHASE A NEW HOME
AND SAVE BIG

CALL NOW:  (317) 884-8972
approvedmortgage.com  |  winterwood.net  |  NMLS CO ID: 122171

107 N. State Rd. 135, Suite 301, Greenwood, 46142

1% Down Payment 
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USER-FRIENDLY 
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JohnsonMemorial.org

The doctors at Women’s Health Specialists are honored to be part of life-changing moments for women and for families.  
This community is our home too, and we treat our patients like we treat our own family.

Johnson Memorial Women’s Health Specialists  
are accepting new patients at two convenient locations:

Franklin  
1125 W. Jefferson St.
1125 S Building 
Suite S200 

317.738.0630

Whiteland Primary  
Care Center  
8 N. U.S. 31

317.530.3111

QUALITY CARE FOR LIFE’S SPECIAL MOMENTS
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Center Grove graduate 
gains experience at 
Indiana Statehouse

Intern - Molly Miller served as an intern 
for the Indiana Senate Majority Caucus 
during the 2018 legislative session, said 
State Sen. Rodric Bray (R-Martinsville). 
Miller, a resident of Greenwood, is the 
daughter of Regina and Edward Miller. 
She graduated from Center Grove High 
School and is a junior majoring in politi-
cal science at Indiana University–Purdue 
University Indianapolis. As a legisla-
tive intern, Miller tracked and analyzed 
bill data, provided constituent services, 
staffed Senate committee hearings and 
meetings and conducted legislative 

policy research. Senate majority interns 
work through the duration of the legis-
lative session, ended March 14.

COMMUNITY

Five Johnson County 
women selected as  

500 Festival Princesses
Leaders - The 500 Festival, a nonprofit 
organization providing events and pro-
grams that celebrate the Indianapolis 
500, announced the five college-aged 
women from Johnson County who have 
been selected as 2018 500 Festival Prin-
cesses. Included are Alyssa Fain, Green-
wood, a graduate of Center Grove High 
School and a senior at Indiana University 

majoring in marketing and management; 
Ariel Gastelum, Greenwood, a graduate 
of Center Grove High School and a junior 
at IUPUI majoring in marketing, supply 
chain management and international 
studies; Eva Li, Greenwood, a graduate 
of Center Grove High School and a junior 

at Indiana University majoring in nutri-
tion science; Purva Patel, Greenwood, a 
graduate of Whiteland Community High 
School and a junior at DePauw University 
majoring in biochemistry and neurosci-
ence; and Anna Rather, Bargersville, a 
graduate of The Indiana Academy for 
Science, Mathematics and Humanities 
and a junior at Butler University major-
ing in english literary theory, culture and 
criticism. The 2018 500 Festival Queen 
Scholar will be announced on May 19 
during the 500 Festival Breakfast at the 
Brickyard. To learn more, visit 500festival.
com/princessprogram.

Youth writing contest 
inspires young authors 
to remember veterans

Essay - Forest Lawn Community Out-
reach has opened its annual youth 
writing contest titled, “The True 
Meaning of Memorial Day.” The 
contest officially kicked 
off with the return of 
students to classrooms 
following the Win-
ter break. The True 
Meaning of Memo-

rial Day Youth Essay Contest is open to 
all Greenwood middle and high school 
students. Essay submissions are being 
received through April 30. The contest 
is open to all middle and high school 
public, private, and homeschooled stu-

dents. Rules and guidelines are avail-
able at forestlawncemetery-fh.

com/page/youth-essay-con-
test. Winning essays will 
be announced at the May 
28 Award Ceremony taking 
place at 11 a.m. at Forest 
Lawn Memory Gardens and 

Funeral Home, 1977 South 
S.R. 135, Greenwood. 

Center Grove grad Sam 
Wright gains experience 

at the Statehouse
Legislature - A Center Grove High 
School graduate is gaining experience 
as an intern with State Rep. Dave Friz-
zell (R-Indianapolis) and members of 
the House of Representatives during the 
2018 legislative session. Sam Wright, of 
Greenwood, is the son of Jeff and Sandy 
Wright. He is a junior at Indiana Univer-
sity-Purdue University of Indianapolis 
working toward a bachelor’s degree in 
communications and a minor in travel 
and tourism management. As an intern 
in the House Majority Communications 
Office, Wright helps draft press releases, 
create legislative handouts and assist 
with media relations.

Find entertainment 
during spring break 

travels
Library - The Johnson County Public 
Library has some entertainment solu-
tions for the long car ride to any spring 
break destination. Reserve a JCPL Travel 
Kit for adults or children before hitting 
the road. Fill out the form at pageaf-
terpage.org/travelkit to request books, 
magazines, movies, CDs and more. Pick 
up the kit at the library. JCPL staff can 
help find any book. Visit pageafterp-
age.org/find-your-next-book and fill in 
the form. Answer a few questions about 
what kinds of books are of interest and 
a librarian will reply with suggestions. 
Lastly, download JCPL’s digital content 
at pageafterpage.org. Find e-books, e-
audiobooks, magazines, music, movies 
and more for checkout from Hoopla, 
Cloud Library and RBDigital. For more 
information about these services, con-
tact Monica Harvey at (317) 738-2957 or 
mharvey@jcplin.org. 

ICONICbriefs

Molly Miller with Sen. Bray.

Center Grove homes  
fly off the market

Real estate - While buyers in Center Grove 
will find homes at lower price points, 
homes are flying off the market more 
quickly. According to F.C. Tucker, the aver-
age sale price for homes sold in Center 
Grove in January 2018 was $264,548 at 
$166.48 per square foot, a 2.7 percent sale 
price decrease from January 2017. Homes 
in the city left the market much faster, sell-
ing in 59 days compared to 104 days this 
time last year, a 43.3 percent difference.
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IndyHonda.com

317-887-0800
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Center Grove 
News Quiz

1 What is not one 
reason that 

Regina Miller writes 
why you should 
consider switching 
your email 
account?

❏ A.  Added 
security

❏ B. Consistent updates
❏ C. Get rid of too much junk mail
❏ D. To avoid getting hacked

2 ICON of the Month 
Sneha Dave recently 

took a step toward fulfilling 
her mountaineering dream by 
climbing, what?

❏ A. Mt. Kilimanjaro
❏ B. Mt Everest
❏ C. All Seven Summits
❏ D. Mt. Elbrus

3 Center Grove senior Haley 
Goines is the team’s top 

points producer in track and  
field. What is her big goal for  
this season?

❏ A. Advance to state
❏ B. Earn a state medal
❏ C. Earn a full scholarship
❏ D.  Maintain longtime 

friendships

4 The Center Grove 
Education Foundation 

is celebrating how 
many years this year?

❏ A. 5 ❏ B. 10
❏ C. 20 ❏ D. 40

5 How many Johnson 
County residents, including 

three from Center Grove, were 
chosen as Indianapolis 500 Festival 
princesses this year?

❏ A. Three ❏ B. Five
❏ C. Seven ❏ D. Ten

How well do you know your 
Center Grove community?  

Test your current event 
knowledge each month  

with a little Q&A!

ANSWERS ON PAGE 31

Athlete of the Month 
Haley Goines

By Rick Morwick

Center Grove senior Haley Goines isn’t 
your typical track and field athlete. She 
doesn’t specialize in a particular running 
event or a particular field event.

She specializes in a lot of events — run-
ning, jumping, sprinting, pretty much 
whatever the Center Grove girls track 
and field team needs from its top points 
producer.

“She can do anything,” Trojans’  coach 
Wes Dodson said. “She could do any event 
on the track and succeed. She is super com-
petitive and tough. You can always count 
on her, no matter the moment.

“It doesn’t matter if it’s a pressure situ-
ation or not. She will come through, com-
pete and, most of the time, win.”

Winning has been a specialty through-
out Goines’ four-year career. 

A two-time IHSAA State Meet qualifier, 
Goines is a defending sectional champion 
in the 100-meter hurdles, the high jump 
and long jump and is a member of the 
Trojans’ defending sectional champion 
400 relay team.

Moreover, she was runner-up at last 
year’s regional in the 100 hurdles and the 
long jump and  finished 10th at the state 
meet in the long jump; 11th in the 100 
hurdles; and was on the Trojans’ 10th-
place 400 relay.

Not surprisingly, Goines has high ex-
pectations for her senior campaign.

“I have a lot of goals for this season, but I 
just really want to get my times down and 
get my form better and work really hard 
to get where I want to be,” she said. Simply 

getting to state isn’t her objective. When 
she gets there, she wants to earn a state 
medal, which are awarded to the top nine 
individuals and relays in each event. 

To accomplish her goals, Goines is ap-
plying some of the lessons she learned last 
season, including following the example set 
by her older brother, Christian, a 2017 Cen-
ter Grove graduate and Indiana University 
recruit who, despite an injury, placed sixth 
in the 110 hurdles for the Trojans’ boys team 
at last year’s state meet.

“Last year, I learned that I should focus 
on my race and not focus on who’s in my 
heat,” Goines said. “I also learned last year 
from my older brother, Christian. He would 
eat all healthy and work super hard. He 
always sees the trainer after practice, and 
he ended up placing sixth at state. And so I 
learned that I need to start doing that stuff 
if I want to place.”

By virtue of her skills, work ethic and 
versatility, Goines was Center Grove’s 
leading scorer last season. Her leadership 
is just as valuable.

“She is awesome,” Dodson said. “She 
continues to work with other girls to help 
them with some of the more technical 
things. She also is great at pushing others 
to be their best.”

For Goines, it’s all about winning - for 
herself and her teammates.

“I think we’ll compete really well. Ev-
eryone’s working hard at the workouts,” 
she said. Everyone has such a positive at-
titude, and there’s no drama on the team. 
“Everyone’s really happy to be around 
each other.”

Haley Goines.  (Submitted photo)

NAME: 
Haley Goines

YEAR:  Senior

SPORT:  
Track and field

SPECIALTY EVENTS:  
100- and 300-meter 
hurdles; high jump; 
long jump; and  
400 relay

AGE:  17

COLLEGE PLANS: 
Has a track offer 
from Indiana State 
University but is 
still sorting options

FAVORITE TV SHOW: 
Dance Moms

FAVORITE MOVIE: 
Twilight

HOBBIES: 
Playing computer 
games

PARENTS: 
Monty & Elizabeth 
Goines

THE GOINES FILE
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GROWTH of GIVING

“To see where we’ve come over 20 
years is amazing,” said Jennifer Rakow, ex-
ecutive director. “We’re really fortunate to 
live in a community that supports educa-
tion and the foundation.”

CGEF supports students, teachers, ad-
ministration and staff by fundraising and 
awarding grants to teachers for educa-
tional projects and professional develop-
ment opportunities. Center Grove Alumni 
& Friends and Center Grove Scholarship 
Fund are included under CGEF’s umbrella.

“Budget and finance within schools is 
very complicated,” Rakow said. “Center 

Grove does a great job in terms of utilizing 
the resources they have and spending the 
money that they have, but you can only 
spend what you have. The great thing the 
education foundation gets to do is we get 
to help fill in those gaps. When there are 
not funds available, we can fund projects 
and resources that teachers and students 
may not otherwise have.”

Of that $5,000 given in CGEF’s first 
year, nearly half went to the Center Grove 
Scholarship Fund, which left $2,493.50 
given away in grants. While the currently 
16-member board was thrilled to have giv-

en more than $57,000 in grants in the 2016-
17 school year, Rakow said, they came back 
in the fall with $87,000 in requests.

“We had people had to turn down re-
quests last fall,” she said. “That was tough, 
but that gets our board motivated to 
get out there and get more money. We 
continuously look into new ways to bring 
in money, which allows us to increase 
the amount of money we’re able to give 
away, both through individual contribu-
tion and corporate sponsorship.”

That money has funded projects in a 
wide array of topics, including atlases for 
sixth graders, vocational opportunities for 
students, new technology for classrooms, 
graphing calculators for high school 
students and scholarships for students 
needing financial assistance to join the 
competitive choir. 

Applications for the spring 2018 cycle 
are accepted through April 1. Rakow said 
they have worked hard to get information 
out to the teachers about what CGEF is, 
what it can fund and to make the applica-
tion process as simple as possible.

“As long as the education foundation 
has been doing this, it has been a great 
opportunity for me as a classroom teach-
er to get projects funded that might not 
otherwise have been able to happen,” 

said Jeff Peterson, eighth grade science 
teacher at Center Grove Middle School 
North. “There have been several situa-
tions I have applied for various things, 
from in-class technology to special proj-
ects, that Center Grove Education Foun-
dation has been able to help with. It’s 
been wonderful teaching in a district like 
Center Grove that has a strong founda-
tion like that, that really helps out class-
room teachers.”

The accomplishments of CGEF and how 
it has impacted the school corporation 
and overall community will be celebrated 
at Gala for the Grove. The event includes 
a VIP reception, cocktail hour, dinner, re-
ception, a live give (donations), dancing 
and more. Seats are $100 per person or 
$850 for a table of 10. The VIP reception 
is $50 per person. For more information, 
visit centergrovefoundation.org.

“We hope to recognize the individu-
als who are there that evening who have 
been part of the foundation in the past,” 
Rakow said. “It’s a fun evening for the com-
munity to come together and celebrate 
the great things we’re able to do within 
the Center Grove Education Foundation.”

By Nicole Davis

Last year, the Center Grove Education Founda-
tion gave away more than $57,000 in grants, the most money it’s 
given in a single year. That’s a long way from the $5,000 that it 
gave away in 1998, its first year. 

The foundation will celebrate its 20th anniversary during the 
12th Annual Gala for the Grove on April 14, 6 p.m. to midnight 
at The Indiana Roof Ballroom, 140 W. Washington St., Indianapo-
lis, and is taking the time to recognize its history and those who 
have contributed to two decades of growth.

COMMUNITY

On the cover, Jennifer Rakow, CGEF 
executive director.  (Photo by Nicole Davis)

Right, the Center Grove Education 
Foundation celebrated the 11th 
Annual Gala for the Grove in 2017.  
(Submitted photos)

COVER STORY

Center Grove Education Foundation celebrates its 20th anniversary at Gala for the Grove

Growth of giving  continued on page 7
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What has the CGEF funded 
this past year?

CGEF gave away $30,000 in the fall of 
2017 and $29,000 in the spring of 2017 for 
everything from classroom supplies and spe-
cial outings to professional development.

Here, learn more about a few of those 
projects:

Vital video gone viral
Students at Maple Grove Elementary 

transformed into news reporters as they 
reported on parts of the geosphere, broad-
casting their findings in front of a green 
screen and adding animation behind them.

Teacher Betsy Leavitt wanted her 
students to gain real-world experience 
through their class projects, so she wrote 
a grant proposal last fall and submitted it 
to CGEF, asking for $360 to purchase the 
technology through Do Ink. This technolo-
gy would allow students to present knowl-
edge of books they’re reading in a way 
that would increase engagement, the pro-
posal stated. She was granted the money 
and purchased the technology, getting it 
set up in the classroom this year.

“The first project we did, we took the 
earth systems, the geosphere and atmo-
sphere, a not-so-interesting topic if you ask 
the kids,” she said. 

Students were taught that newsrooms 
across the country utilize green screen 
technology, so they were learning a skill 
that some adults in the workforce must 
have - someone has to do the research, 
go behind the scenes and give a report.

“The excitement was incredible,” Leavitt 
said. “When do you get kids excited about 
earth systems? Not very often.”

Once other fifth graders heard about 
what Leavitt’s class did, other teachers ap-
proached her to ask to use the greenspace 
app and green screens. Leavitt is already 
brainstorming other projects the students 
could do with the technology, such as ani-
mating some of their vocabulary or read-
ing a novel independently and sharing a 
setting through animation.

“I just feel so supported, when you have 
this idea in your head to improve your 
classroom and students’ education all 
around, to put your idea out there and the 
education foundation will support you,” 
she said. “This wasn’t a huge amount of 
money, but without it, we wouldn’t have 
been able to produce videos this way. This 
makes it so much more real for the kids.”

MSN educational greenspace
Center Grove Middle School North had 

a large area behind it that needed mow-
ing and flooded regularly. Eighth grade 
science teachers Jeff Peterson and Jake 
Burskey had a vision for a greenspace on 
that 3-acre parcel, a project they’ve been 
passionate about for several years. 

In the fall of 2016, Peterson and Bur-
skey made contact with CHA Consulting, 
an engineering and construction man-
agement firm, which expressed interest in 
working on the project. Northpointe En-
gineering & Surveying surveyed the area 
for free. Students conducted an initial sur-
vey of the plants and vegetation. 

“They’re used to seeing ponds around 
their neighborhoods, the Meijer or 
Walmart, but they don’t always under-
stand the purpose those retention ponds 
serve, as well as the amount of native 
species that have been pushed out of the 
area,” Peterson said. “When we did the ini-
tial survey, there was not a single native 
species in that area. It was all weeds and 
grasses that were not native. It’s impor-
tant for students to understand what are 
native species and why is it important to 
keep them around.”

Pheasants Forever paid for 70 species of 
native wildflower to be planted in the area.

“We really wanted to plant that area 
with trees and shrubs,” Peterson said. 
“That’s when Center Grove Education 
Foundation stepped in and we were able 
to buy over 60 trees and shrubs that the 
kids planted this fall.”

On March 12, Peterson and Burskey 
took the eighth graders to the Innovation 
Center at the high school, where they 
worked in groups to make solitary bee 
houses out of recycled materials. The stu-
dents also made veneer birdhouses. 

Volunteers from New Hope Church and 
surrounding neighborhoods will install 
both bird and bee houses next month.

“We’re trying to really use this as a way to 
develop greater capacity for community in-
volvement at the school, as well as continu-
ing the maintenance of it,” Peterson said.

The greenspace is an ongoing project, 
with students adding to it and conduct-
ing experiments each year. Students will 
collect data and continue building on that 
data, which will give them the opportunity 
to do real-life research, and not simply go 
off statistics they read in a book.

“It’s a long-term project, a legacy proj-
ect,” Burskey said. “They may come back 
10 years from now and really see the 
fruits of their labor.”

High school vocational 
opportunity through Agape

While the special education depart-
ment with Center Grove Community 
School Corporation has worked with 
Agape in year’s past, it wasn’t until it re-
ceived a $5,500 grant from CGEF in the 
spring of 2017 that they were able to add 
a program which offers vocational and 
leadership skills to students.

Agape is a nonprofit that uses horses to 
work with individuals with special needs, 
at-risk youth and other groups.

“The purpose that it’s serving for us, as 
our students come down on a weekly ba-
sis for this past year, we were able to work 
with Agape to develop lesson plans that 
helped from job skills to development of 
character and leadership skills to be able 
to better prepare them for the transition of 
high school going into the workforce,” said 
Alli Chance, director of special education.

The Agape grant was made possible by 
the Sherrie Buchanan Memorial Fund.

The 12 students participating in the 
program visit Bradford Woods in Martins-
ville once a week for 32 weeks. There, they 
receive a combination of classroom instruc-
tion inside of the building and then the abil-
ity to apply those skills in the class by work-
ing with horses in the barn. Students learn 
to build a relationship with the horse, how 
to feel confident in what they are doing, are 
given some responsibilities in caring for the 
horse, then give a final presentation.

Chance said their teachers expressed 
how they’ve seen growth in the students, 
in their confidence and how they’re able 
to have better interactions with people 
and take on more responsibility in the 
jobs they hold outside of the high school.

“I’m very grateful for the opportunity to 
receive this grant money,” Chance said. “I 
am a big supporter of Agape and the op-
portunities that they are able to provide, 
and the community partnership that they 
are able to build with schools. I’m thank-
ful for the grant money to allow us to 
continue that partnership with them, to 
expand on the opportunities that we pro-
vide with students.”

“This wasn’t a huge 
amount of money, but 
without it, we wouldn’t 

have been able to 
produce videos this way.”

– BETSY LEAVITT

From top, students help take care of horses at 
Bradford Woods through the Agape program.  
|  From left, Kendall Taphorn and Brooklyn 
Brown plant trees and shrubs at the Center 
Grove Middle School North greenspace.  |  
Kendall Taphorn and Brooklyn Brown make 
bee houses out of recycled materials on 
March 12.  |  Students in physical education at 
Center Grove elementary schools received a 
bowling unit as the result of a grant from CGEF.   
(Submitted photos)

Growth of giving  continued from page 6
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TWEET 
of the 

MONTH

Pleasant Grove
@PleasantGroveEl
posted on Feb. 24

"Pleasant Grove’s own 
energizer bunny, Mr. Kelly,  

energizing the students 
for ISTEP!  #rockthetest  

@PleasantGroveEl"

HISTORY & ARCHITECTURE

From left, John Earl and Jeff Beck.  (Submitted photo)

By Jeff Beck

My father, John Earl, was a simple 
man who loved his church, family 
 and community.

Dad was educated only to the eighth 
grade at Bargersville School. He fol-
lowed the advice of his own father, who 
encouraged him to quit school. Later, 
he talked about that being a great mis-
take, but in those tough times many 
students, especially men, quit school. 
Young boys often left school during the 
Great Depression to help work the farm. 
Money was tight and extra help was 
needed to survive.

Visible memories
Memories of my father are found 

throughout my home, mostly in his 
bible and other places of safe keeping. 
Among my dad’s papers, I recently dis-
covered two pages of his handwritten 
notes. I hope to share some memories 
of much harder times in White River 
Township. My father mentioned impor-
tant social activities: family, church and 
Masonic affiliations. Families worked 
together; neighbors helped neighbors.

Bob Cragen, a cousin and friend, 
stopped by my house and talked about 
tough times and memories of our com-
munity. Bob shared the story of a man 
who once lived on the same 725 West 
Road I now call home. When the man 
had a heart attack, neighbors from 
near and far came to harvest his crop 
and plow the fields. My grandfather, 
Amzie Beck, died of heart attack in 
1952. I wonder if my grandfather was 
the heart attack victim.

$5 hogs
A huckster wagon from Banta, owned 

by Michael Tackitt, was pulled by a team 
of horses. People traded eggs and chick-
ens for pepper, salt and sugar. Two small 
bananas cost 5 cents, and chewing gum 
came in footlong stick. Paraffin, used 
to seal jars, cost 5 cents. Eggs sold for 8 
cents per dozen, and a 200-pound hog 
sold for $5. Work shoes were $2, and 
shirts and pants were $1.25.

My grandfather was said to have 
paid 75 cents per day for labor, with an 
evening meal included. The school bus 
— a cold ride — was in an open wagon 
that held 27 children. Dad wrote that no 
bread was available at Dunn’s market 
in downtown Bargersville, which sold 
25-pound bags of cornmeal and flour.

 Property taxes had to be paid or 
the farm would be lost. To pay those 
taxes, Amzie sold eight head of cattle 
at $8.50 per hundred pounds and two 
loads of wheat.

Everyone in family had some type of 
responsibility. Sometimes I feel simple 
times were better, and I wonder what 
our community will be like in 20 years.

Our memories must be shared and 
documented. I would encourage you to 
write down a few so your children and 
grandchildren can one day appreciate 
reading and learning about your life.

Memories written by my father, 
John Earl

Jeff Beck is a lifelong Bargersville 
resident who has a passion for the 
history of the Center Grove area. He 
has authored the books, Bargersville 
and Center Grove: Unveiling the Past.

COMMUNITY
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When I Grow Up... Engineering • Special visi-
tors from Johnson County REMC will share a typ-
ical day on their job. Interact with play centers 
based on the featured job. Planning Engineer 
Caleb Drake and Safety Director Chris Thomp-
son will present a Hotline Demonstration. | 
When: March 18, 2-3 p.m. | Where: White River 
Branch library, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | 
Info: pageafterpage.org.

Couch Potato to 5K • Need a little motivation to 
start walking or running? Local experts will talk 
about stretching, safety and more. All are wel-
come, whether new to fitness or experienced 
runners. | When: Every other Wednesday begin-
ning on March 7, 7-8 p.m. | Where: White River 
Branch library, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | 
Info: pageafterpage.org.

Veterans Welcome Home Dinner • Active mil-
itary, veterans, surviving spouses and families 
are invited for a free dinner and presentation. 
The March speaker is Jim McIntire, a Vietnam 
veteran who served on a submarine in the Navy 
and is now state coordinator of the Veterans 
Transportation Network. | When: March 11, 5 
p.m. dinner and 6 p.m. presentation. | Where: 
Christ Our Shepherd Church of the Breth-
ren, 857 N. State Rd. 135, Greenwood. | Info:  
(317) 416-7888

Spring Lawn Care Class • Topics to be covered, 
by Dick Huber, master gardener, are: best mow-
ing techniques, proper timing for pre-emergent 
crabgrass herbicide, broadleaf weed control, 
aeration, establishing a fertilizing schedule and 
more. No registration fee, registration is encour-
aged, handouts available. | When: March 22, 10 

- 11:30 a.m. | Where: Community Hospital South, 
1402 E. County Line Rd., Indianapolis. | Info: 
(800) 777-7775. 

Dinosaur Art Time! • Potter Jeremy South will 
lead a literacy and art experience. The book 
“How Do Dinosaurs Stay Safe?” will come alive 
with art projects. | When: March 23, 11 a.m. | 
Where: White River Branch library, 1664 Library 
Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: pageafterpage.org.

ISO Teddy Bear Concert Series: The Big Note 
• The Teddy Bear Concert Series is designed es-
pecially for preschool and early elementary stu-
dents. It introduces students to the instruments of 
the orchestra through story, movement, and live 
music played by musicians from the Indianapolis 
Symphony Orchestra. | When: March 24, 11 a.m. 
| Where: White River Branch library, 1664 Library 
Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: pageafterpage.org.

Breakfast with the Bunny • The Easter Bunny is 
a busy fellow, but every spring, he always makes 
time for a stop in Greenwood. Cost is $5 per per-
son, age 1 and younger are free. Tickets include 
breakfast with the guest of honor followed by 
an egg hunt. | When: March 24. | Where: Old 
Greenwood Middle School North Gym. | Info: 
(317) 881-4545.

Perler Party • Create a melted masterpiece 
with Perler beads! Attendees must be between 
grades K and 5. | When: March 27, 3-4:30 p.m. | 
Where: White River Branch library, 1664 Library 
Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: pageafterpage.org.

EVENTScalendar
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©2018 The National Bank of Indianapolis     www.nbofi.com      

Not FDIC Insured     No Bank Guarantee     May Lose Funds

317-261-9790

Per sona l Trusts 
a nd Estates

Protec t,  Grow a nd  
M a nage Your A ssets

Our full-service Personal Trust Division includes:

   Revocable and Irrevocable Trusts

   Estate Settlement

    Life Insurance Trusts

    Charitable Trusts

    Guardianships

We are ready to respond with the highest level 
of personal service, privacy, confidentiality, and 
attention to detail.

In the ever-changing world of financial services, 
our Personal Trust Division is a constant. 
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Major Library Gamers • Gamers, play Mine-
craft, Roblox and more. Practice skills and even 
learn to make mini games. | When: April 3, 5:30-
6:30 p.m. | Where: White River Branch library, 
1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: pageaf-
terpage.org.

Elementary School Teacher Appreciation Cel-
ebration • A party for Elementary School Teach-
ers! Join in for a night of games, prizes, and 
sweet treats as the library shows appreciation 
for educators. | When: April 5, 6:30-7:30 p.m. | 
Where: White River Branch library, 1664 Library 
Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: pageafterpage.org.

Purse Bingo • 20 games and 20 designer purses: 
all proceeds benefit The Social of Greenwood. 
Must be 18 years of age. | When: April 5, 5:30 
p.m. doors open, 6:30 p.m. Bingo starts. | Where: 
Barn at Bay Horse Inn, 1468 W. Stones Crossing 
Rd., Greenwood. | Info: (317) 882-4810.

Tape Town • Zoom a favorite toy car or truck 
down the roads of Tape Town, making stops at 
activity stations like the car wash, the zoo, the 
bank, and more! | When: April 7, 10:30 a.m. | 
Where: White River Branch library, 1664 Library 
Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: pageafterpage.org.

Calligraphy Basics • Explore the basics of italic 
calligraphy and learn to add some elegance to 
cards and wedding invitations. No experience 
necessary. All supplies will be provided. | When: 
Tuesday, April 10, 4:30-6 p.m. | Where: White 
River Branch library, 1664 Library Blvd., Green-
wood. | Info: pageafterpage.org.

Cooking Skills with Central Nine’s “To the 
Nines” • Enjoy a stir fry demonstration and sam-

ple tasting with students from Central Nine’s “To 
the Nines.” Learn how to sharpen knives properly 
and practice knife cuts. | When: April 12, 11 a.m. 
| Where: White River Branch library, 1664 Library 
Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: pageafterpage.org.

Felt Flannelboard How-To • Felt flannelboard 
stories and activities promote early literacy 
skills. | When: April 12, 4:30-5:30 p.m. | Where: 
White River Branch library, 1664 Library Blvd., 
Greenwood. | Info: pageafterpage.org.

The Wonderful World of Bird-Watching • 
Learn how to enjoy the hobby of bird-watching. 
Weather-permitting, there will be a bird walk 
outside. | When: April 14, 10-11:30 a.m. | Where: 
White River Branch library, 1664 Library Blvd., 
Greenwood. | Info: pageafterpage.org.

2018 Gala for the Grove • Celebrate 20 years 
of supporting Center Grove Schools during an 
elegant evening complete with cocktail recep-
tion, dinner, silent auction and dancing with live 
music by Tastes Like Chicken Band. | When: April 
14, 6 - 12 p.m. | Where: Indiana Roof Ballroom, 
Indianapolis. | Info: /cgfoundation.

Green Screen Photography • Learn how to use 
a green screen and photography apps to make 
pictures with exciting backgrounds. | When: 
April 17, 4:30-5:15 p.m. | Where: White River 
Branch library, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | 
Info: pageafterpage.org.

Mary Poppins • The Center Grove Fine Arts 
Academy presents Disney and Cameron MacK-
intosh’s Mary Poppins The Broadway Musical. | 
When: April 27, 7:30 p.m.; April 28, 2:30 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m.; April 29, 3 p.m.; May 4, 7:30 p.m.; May 
5, 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. and May 6, 3 p.m. | Where: 
T.C. Howe High School, 4900 Julian Ave., India-
napolis. | Info: cgfinearts.org/mary-poppins.

Good Friday:  March 30 at 7 p.m. 

Palm Sunday:  March 25  |  Easter Sunday:  April 1
SERVICE TIMES:  Traditional 9 a.m.  |  Contemporary 11 a.m.

2340 South State Road 135, Greenwood, 46143
www.centergrovechurch.org  •  317-535-9007

Center Grove 
Church

Call (317) 706-9000 

 * $5,000 minimum balance required. The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 3/1/2018 and is subject to change without notice  
 at any time. Penalties apply for closing before maturity date, for over-the-limit withdrawals and/or if balance falls below $5,000.
** Restrictions apply

Make monthly withdrawals**

Make additional deposits**

12-month term

1.50%
MONTH
TWELVE
APY*

FREEDOM CERTIFICATES 
OF DEPOSIT

DEPOSIT AND WITHDRAW**

Put your money in. 
Take your money out. 
That’s what it’s all about.

Drop in.

lakecitybank.com/freedom
For more details visit

Calendar continued from page 9
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CAMP INVENTION
(800) 968-4332
Campinvention.org
See advertisement and article on 
page 13 for Southside locations.

Camp Invention is where 
big ideas become the next 
big thing! Local educators 
lead a week of hands-on ac-
tivities created especially for 
children entering grades K-6. 
Camp Invention gives boys 
and girls the opportunity 
to investigate circuits, dis-
assemble household appli-
ances and much more!

Culver Summer 
Schools & Camps
1300 Academy Rd., 46511
(547) 842-8300
culver.org/teamwork

Culver Summer Schools 
& Camps will be held for 
children ages 7-17 at Cul-
ver Academies next to Lake 
Maxinkuckee in northern In-
diana. Over 65 electives for 
boys and girls are offered on 
Culver’s 1,800-acre campus 
including horseback riding, 
the possibility of earning a US 
Sailing certification through 
Culver’s sailing program, ath-
letics, arts and crafts, fine arts, 
academics, nature courses, 
scouting and aviation. 

DISTINXION
A Zeller Family Program
1354 E. Worthsville Rd., 46143
(812) 250-9594
distinxion.org

Elite Basketball and Char-
acter training is on its way 
to Eastern Greene on March 
23 -24. Campers will experi-
ence a character develop-
ment and basketball train-
ing program developed by 

former Indiana Basketball 
standout Luke Zeller and his 
family. DistinXion camps run 
throughout the Spring and 
Summer and can be found 
online at distinxion.org

EAGLE CREEK PARK
7840 W. 56 St., 46254
(317) 327-7110

SENSORY ADVENTURES: Wheth-
er it is feeling soft moss, 
smelling bark, or listening 
for birds, campers will use 
their senses as we make our 
way through the forest. Ages 
4-5. May 29 - June 1, 9-11 
a.m., 1-3 p.m. $60

INSECT INVESTIGATORS: We will 
focus on the fascinating little 
creatures that inhabit our 
world. We will even get to 
meet some of these animals 
up close and learn how they 
survive. Ages 4-5. June 11-
15, 9-11 a.m., 1-3 p.m. $70

By Nicole Davis

The possibilities of a summer 
break are endless. With no school 
or homework, children might be 
tempted to spend every waking 
hour in front of a video game con-
sole, iPad or smartphone.

Use this time to show young 
people that there is fun to be had be-
yond a screen. Summer camps across 
central Indiana offer everything from 
outdoor, adventurous experiences to 
scientific, hands-on activities.

Center Grove ICON’s special 
Summer Camps section provides 
a directory of many camp oppor-
tunities available for our readers: 
from offerings at Indy Parks, the 
YMCA, local business, schools or 
colleges such as the University of 
Indianapolis. With an array of top-
ics, there is sure to be something 
for every child.

With two to three months left 
until summer break, it’s time to start 
planning before openings fill up!

Now is the time to plan for fun 
and education with summer camps

•   2018   •

camps
SUMMERSUMMER

Camps

•   2018   •

•   2018   •

camps
SUMMERSUMMER

Camps

•   2018   •

A SUMMER 
TO DISCOVER

YMCA DAY & OVERNIGHT CAMPS

YMCA OF GREATER INDIANAPOLIS
DAY CAMPS - INDYMCA.ORG/CAMP

OVERNIGHT CAMP - FLATROCKYMCA.ORG

Summer Camps Directory 
continued on page 16

2018 Summer Camps 
Directory

SUMMER CAMPS 2018
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By Elise Abbott 
a Perry Meridian High School senior 
and intern at The Southside Times

I love to spend all my time outside 
hiking, camping and fishing. So every 
year, summer camp was the highlight 
of my year. It was a chance to hang out 
with my friends without a screen in 
front of us. 

I participated in Girl Scout Camp at 
camp Dellwood. We slept out in tents. 
In order to keep our campground 
clean, every tent was assigned a chore 
at the start of the week. My tent al-
ways volunteered to have latrine duty, 
because we did not mind the bugs. 
We learned so many fun chants and 
campfire songs that doing any task 
was instantly made interesting, even 
latrine duty. 

Not only did I go to Girl Scout Camp, 
but I also enjoyed Church camp. Load-
ing up a bus of kids, my church took 
us out to a retreat for a week. There, 
my friends and I played crazy awe-
some games and stayed up gabbing 
all night. 

The retreat included everything you 
could ever want to do, such as, gaga 
ball, volleyball, rockwall climbing, 9 
square, and amazing food. Our counsel-
ors led us on hikes and built outstand-
ing bonfires. One year, our camp theme 
was the Hunger Games. I remember 
pulling up to this camp and the director 

is standing outside on a dirt road with 
neon yellow hair ready to greet us. 

Immediately I thought, “Oh My 
Heavens, what have I gotten myself 
into, this week is going to be magnifi-
cent.” But, every second of that camp 
surpassed all my expectations, even 
his hair. Our cabins became the tribes, 
who we competed with, for that week. 
In my tribe, I made my best friends, 
most of whom are still my closest 
friends. At night we played capture 
the flag with glow sticks, and all hung 
out by the bonfire making endless 
amounts of s’mores. But, there was 
always always one event I looked for-
ward to most of all. 

Every year our church collectively 
memorized a bible verse and at the 
end of the week, if everyone could re-
cite it, the camp counselors were tied 
to a tree. All the kids covered them in 
shaving cream and dumped water on 
them. Eventually, of course, the coun-
selors became untied “magically” and 
chased us around the campground 
covered in slime. 

Even though I haven't been to a 
summer camp in several years, those 
memories are my fondest. Just recent-
ly, I found a bracelet from the Hun-
ger Games Camp that I attended. This 
bracelet will always be a reminder of 
the numerous jubilant memories left 
behind from summer camps. 

Jubilant memories left behind 
from summer camps

Join us for the 
best week of 

your summer!

Visit myeclife.org 
for information 

and registration.

A SUMMER 
TO DISCOVER

YMCA OF GREATER INDIANAPOLIS
DAY CAMPS - INDYMCA.ORG/CAMP

OVERNIGHT CAMP - FLATROCKYMCA.ORG

Left, Elise Abbott, back right, joins other youth at a Girl Scout camp.  |  Right, Elise Abbott gets a 
little silly during summer camp.  (Submitted photos)
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Page 11
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Beech Grove Gene Davis awarded 
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By Camp Invention

Camp Invention’s all-new sum-
mer program, Fast Forward, shows 

children that even the 
wildest and craziest 
ideas can become real-
ity! Campers in grades 
K-6 will create a vehicle 
of the future, design a 

mechanical robot dog, and build fu-
turistic dream homes. Local educators 
lead the week of fun, hands-on, STEM 
activities that encourage children to 
think big, explore their curiosity, and 
never give up! Visit campinvention.
org or call 800-968-4332 to register. 
Use promo code RegCamp25 to save 
$25 (expires 3/23) and RegCamp15 to 
save $15 (expires 5/4).

Invent the future today  
at Camp Invention!

CG
SPONSORED

CENTER GROVE

1,500+ programs nationwide!

• CENTER GROVE  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Greenwood  
June 4-8

• V.O. ISOM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Greenwood 
June 18-22

• ABRAHAM LINCOLN  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Indianapolis 
June 18-22

• NEW AUGUSTA NORTH  
MIDDLE SCHOOL CAMPUS 

Indianapolis 
June 25 - 29

• ST. THOMAS AQUINAS SCHOOL 
Indianapolis 
July 16-20

• HERITAGE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
Indianapolis 
July 16 – 20

• BUNKER HILL  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Indianapolis 
June 12-16

• CENTER FOR INQUIRY SCHOOL 2  
(Fast Forward program) 
Indianapolis 
June 18-22

• CENTER FOR INQUIRY SCHOOL 2  
(Epic program) 
Indianapolis 
June 25-29

In Partnership with the United States  
Patent and Trademark Office

Take Home Two ROBOT
S

HaNDS-ON STEM FU

N

Grades K–6

Visit CAMPINVENTION.ORG by  
MARCH 23 to secure your spot and 

 SAVE $25 
Promo Code: RegCamp25

1,500+ Summer Programs Nationwide

A SUMMER 
TO DISCOVER

YMCA OF GREATER INDIANAPOLIS
DAY CAMPS - INDYMCA.ORG/CAMP

OVERNIGHT CAMP - FLATROCKYMCA.ORG

SUMMER CAMPS 2018
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By Culver Summer Schools & Camps

Culver Summer Schools & Camps has 
been making memories for children ages 

7-17 for 115 years. Nestled 
next to Lake Maxinkuckee 
in northern Indiana, Culver 
hosts nearly 1,400 children 
from over 40 states and 
42 countries. Over 65 elec-
tives are offered on Cul-

ver’s 1,800-acre campus including horse-
back riding, the possibility of earning a US 
Sailing certification through Culver’s sail-
ing program, athletics, arts and crafts, fine 
arts, academics, nature courses, scouting, 
and aviation. This unique mix offers boys 
and girls the opportunity to forge new 
and valued friendships while growing as 
individuals in a six-week leadership  
camp environment. 

Culver blends ‘summer camp’ with 
unique opportunities throughout 
a campus which is outfitted with a 

94-horse equestrian center, a 120-
boat sailing fleet, an aviation school, 
and an extensive Indian Lore pro-
gram. Culver’s structure allows camp-
ers to develop self-confidence while 
learning the value of self-discipline. 
They learn to overcome self-imposed 
limitations, improve their skills, and 
learn how to push for their personal 
best. Culver parents have marveled at 
how their sons and daughters return 
home with a greater ability to cooper-
ate and interact with others, achiev-
ing not only their own goals, but the 
goals of their community. Campers at 
Culver have returned year after year 
to enjoy their summer of lifetime.

Culver Summer Schools & Camps 
is operated by the Culver Academies, 
which also includes Culver Military 
Academy and Culver Girls Academy, 
two independent preparatory college 
boarding schools that were founded 
in 1894 and 1971, respectively.

Culver Summer Schools & Camps blends 
summer camps with unique opportunities

CG
SPONSORED

CENTER GROVE

SUMMER CAMPS 2018

According to the 
United States Depart-
ment of Commerce, 65 

percent of jobs for kids today don’t exist 
yet, which is why it’s important for them 
to explore the fields of science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM), as those occupations are grow-
ing at a rate of 17 percent.

Consider taking your child’s learning 
further with these five tips that can help 
create playful experiences and spark 
educational fun. 

START EARLY. According to the Joan Ganz 
Cooney Center at Sesame Workshop, 
brain and skill-building experiences are 
critical for child development early in 
life, and high-quality, early STEM experi-
ences can support children’s growth. 

ENCOURAGE CREATIVE CONSTRUCTION. STEM 
toys can be fundamental learning tools 
that can help children build and con-
struct creatively at any age. If your little 
one enjoys 3-D building and matching, a 
toy like the Mega Bloks Big Building Bag 
is perfect for little builders to explore the 
concept of construction with big blocks.

USE TECHNOLOGY TO YOUR ADVANTAGE. With 
some reports estimating children spend 
an average of seven hours a day on 
smart devices, make tech time count 
with options that teach kids how to 
code, build apps and make digital proj-
ects come to life. Or have them build 
their own video game from scratch.

PLAY YOUR WAY. Additionally, STEM toys 
can be helpful learning tools for every-
thing from sequencing to building and 
planning. Integrating an activity that 
your child is already interested in is 
one way to introduce more education 
into their play time. With KamiGami, 
you can inspire future scientists with 
interactive STEM features where they 
can build six-legged animal robots and 
learn programming to create dances 
with lights, movements and sounds. 

FIND RESOURCES IN YOUR COMMUNITY. 
Many local community centers offer 
classes and may host special STEM-
focused events, organizations and sci-
ence fairs. 

Find more information at mattel.com.

5 tips to have fun and enhance learning

FAMILY 
FEATURES
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Students learn and play at past Roncalli Summer Camps.  (Submitted photos)

RONCALLI REBEL 
SUMMER CAMPS
For Students Entering Grades 1st-9th

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SUMMER CAMPS VISIT: 
RONCALLI.ORG OR CALL 317-787-8277

AS LOW AS

$50ATHLETIC CAMPS
� Baseball
� Basketball
� Cheerleading
� Cross Country
� Diving
� Football
� Football Kicking
� Golf

� Gymnastics
� Soccer
� Softball
� Swimming
� Tennis
� Volleyball
�  Boys Lacrosse
� Wrestling

THEATRE CAMP
Campers will participate in a month-long,  

multi-faceted theatre experience.  
Registration begins on March 1st for this camp.

REGISTRATION BEGINS ON MARCH 1ST!

ACADEMIC CAMPS
Roncalli will offer an American Sign Language class. 

Please call Roncalli as more academic camps are  
being added!

By Roncalli High School

Are you going to let another sum-
mer go to waste watching television 
or playing video games? Not if you 

spend your summer at 
one or more of Roncalli 
High School’s many  
arts, academic or  
sports camps. 

At the Junior Rebel 
Theatre Camp, summer 

campers will experiment with acting, 
improv and music when they put on 
a performance of  Alice in Wonder-
land Jr. – a musical about a young girl 
who falls through a rabbit hole into a 
fantasy world populated by peculiar 
creatures. The camp will take place on 
weekdays over two session periods: 
June 4 to 29, and July 9 to 27. Find 
more information or to register, visit 
roncalli.org under “arts” > “theatre .”

During the months of June and 
July, Roncalli offers many sports 

camps. Campers will learn the val-
ues of dedication, perseverance and 
commitment to teamwork, while 
meeting new friends and having fun. 
All camps are led by the coaching 
staff at Roncalli, and are directed to 
the ability level of each child.

Visit roncalli.org/athletics/sum-
mer-sports-camps to see the dates 
and ages for the following camps: 
Football, Football Kicking, Boys La-
crosse, Girls Volleyball, Girls Basket-
ball, Gymnastics, Boys Basketball, 
Girls Cross Country, Boys Cross Coun-
try, Softball, Baseball, Tennis, Swim-
ming, Diving, Wrestling, Boys Soccer, 
Girls Soccer, Golf, Boys Volleyball and 
Cheerleading.

Also, an American Sign Language 
Class will be offered. Please contact 
Allie Ross, Director of Admissions, at 
aross@roncalli.org for more informa-
tion. Call Roncalli for more academic 
camps that are currently being added. 

Get artistic, get smart, and 
get fit at Roncalli this summer

CG
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WILDLIFE ENCOUNTERS: The per-
fect camp for animal lovers! 
Each day we will have a new 
group of animals to explore 
and fun, hands-on ways of 
learning about them. Ages 
4-5. July 23-27, 9-11 a.m., 1-3 
p.m. $70

LITTLE DUCKLINGS: Little Duck-
lings will learn about the world 
around them through fun 
nature-play activities. We will 
use crafts, games, stories, and 
hikes to discover the wonders 
of nature! Ages 4-5. June 4-8, 
July 16-20, 9-11 a.m. $70

TRAIL TRAVELERS: It’s time to 
hit the trail for some adven-
ture! Make sure campers wear 
good walking shoes that can 
get muddy. Ages 6-7. May 29 - 
June 1, 11:30-4 p.m. $105

STREAM STOMPERS: Join us as we 
explore the streams around 
us. We will be taking a close 
look at the animals that call 
these important waterways 
home. Come prepared to get 
wet and have fun! Ages 6-7. 
June 11-15, 11:30-4 p.m. $120

YOUNG NATURALIST: Become a 
Jr. Naturalist in this camp as 
we identify trees, study pond 
life, and use binoculars to spot 
birds. We’ll go creek stomp-
ing as well! Make sure camp-
ers wear good walking shoes. 
Ages 6-7. July 23-27, 11:30-4 
p.m. $120

FOREST FRIENDS: Become a 
friend of the forest! We will 
learn about different animals 
each day and how we can help 
them. We will even get to meet 
some animals up close! Ages 
6-8. June 4-8, July 16-20, 12-4 
p.m. $115

WETLAND WONDERS: Join us as 
we explore all of the wettest 
places in Eagle Creek Park. 
We will canoe on the res-
ervoir, take a closer look at 
pond life, and wade through 
the water in the creek. You’ll 
want extra  clothes and shoes 
every day! Ages 8-9. June 4-8, 
9-4 p.m. $145

DOWN AND DIRTY: This camp 
promise some very muddy 
days, so don’t forget your ex-
tra clothes and shoes! We will 
see how down and dirty we 
can get while exploring fallen 
logs, creating mud artwork, 
and finding new ways to get 
dirty. Ages 8-9. June 25-29, 
9-4 p.m. $145

STRIVE TO SURVIVE: Learn basic 
survival techniques and wilder-
ness tips to help you on your 
next outdoor adventure! We 
will be building shelters, hiking, 
fishing, canoeing, and swim-
ming in the reservoir! Ages 8-9. 
July 9-13, 9-4 p.m. $145

NATURE EXPLORERS: Become an 
Eagle Creek Park Nature Ex-
plorer! We will explore trails 
and streams, learn how to 
navigate in the forest, and 
discover what nature can 
teach us about survival. Ages 
9-11. June 11-15, July 9-13, 
9-4 p.m. $145

ECO-EXCURSIONS: We will hike to 
the best prairies, forests, and 
ponds the park has to explore. 
Campers will go fishing and 
canoeing on the reservoir, 
look for insects in the fields, 
and much more! Ages 10-12. 
June 18-22, 9-4 p.m. $145

SURVIVE TO SURVIVE II: This 
camp covers just the basics of 
outdoor survival. We will learn 
how to build a shelter, navi-
gate with a compass, practice 
knot tying, go fishing, wilder-
ness first aid, and most impor-
tantly have fun! Ages 10-12. 
July 16-20, 9-4 p.m. $145

JUNIOR ORNITHOLOGIST: We will 
learn to use binoculars, iden-
tify different bird species, and 
navigate the trails to find dif-
ferent birds. Campers will get a 
behind-the-scenes tour to see 
how we take care of our live 

birds of prey. Ages 12-15. 
July 23-27, 9-4 p.m. $145

ADVENTURE CAMPS: Soar through 
a week of fun adventures! We 
will hike, practice archery, 
climb a tree with a rope and 
harness, and complete the Go 
Ape course! While expanding 
our love of nature! June 18-21, 
July 2-6, 9-4 p.m. $175

Emmanuel Church 
– GREENWOOD
1640 W. Stones Crossing Rd., 46143
(317) 535-9673

Emmanuel Day Camp will 
be a complete camp experi-
ence for students including 
fun activities, high energy 
programming, and Bible-
based curriculum. Activities 
will include rock wall, water 
sports, inflatables, tie-dye, 
low ropes course, and more! 
For children who have com-
pleted Kindergarten through 
3rd grade. At Emmanuel’s 
Greenwood Campus, July 
9-12. For more information, 
visitmyeclife.org/events.

GARFIELD PARK ARTS CENTER
2432 Conservatory Dr., 46203
(317) 237-7135

CLAY CAMP: Get ready to play 
with mud during this week of 
clay hand building projects. 
Learn various techniques for 
creating pottery, sculptures, 
masks, and more! Ages 8-12. 
June 18-22, 9-4 p.m. $150

PAINT-A-PALOOZA, PART 1: This 
delightfully messy camp is 
perfect for younger artists. 
Campers will learn about color 
mixing, famous paintings, and 
various ways to make marks 
on canvas. Ages 8-11. June 25-
29, 9-4 p.m. $150

PAINT-A-PALOOZA,PART 2: This 
paint camp provides more 
advanced projects for older 
children. Campers will be 
challenged to discover their 
own painting style while 
learning about various art 
movements. Ages 12-15. July 
9-13, 9-4 p.m. $150

PERFORMANCE ART CAMP: Show 
off the performer in you! Mu-
sic, dance, and acting will 
all be part of this fun camp. 
Spend a week learning new 
moves, or how to sword fight 

on stage. The camp will have 
a performance that family 
and friends are encouraged to 
watch. Ages 10-15. July 16-20, 
9-4 p.m. $150

HOLLIDAY PARK
6363 Spring Mill Rd., 46143
(317) 535-9673

SLIPPERY, SLIMY SCIENCE: Get 
dirty exploring the messy side 
of nature! Campers will dis-
cover the ooey gooey world 
of natural science doing ex-
periments inside our “lab” and 
out along the trails, pond, and 
creeks. Ages 4-5. May 29- June 
1, 9-12 p.m. $80

FIVE SENSES: Learn about nature 
with all five senses! Camp-
ers will use their own senses 
to learn about how animals’ 
senses help them to survive, 
focusing on a different sense 
each day. Ages 4-5. June 18-
22, 9-12 p.m. $90

FLYING FRENZY: Campers will 
learn that birds are not the 
only animals that fly. From in-
sects to bats, discover a new 
flying creature each day. Ages 
4-5. July 2-6, 9-12 p.m., 1-4 
p.m. $80

THE WILD BUNCH: This wild week 
introduces campers to Indi-
ana wildlife as it grows and 
changes. Campers meet the 
domestic and wild animals 
up-close, and hike the park 
trails in search of wildlife. Ages 
4-5. July 30-August 3, 9-4 p.m., 
1-4 p.m. $90

NATURE CSI: Become a nature 
super sleuth! Learn to use sci-
entific tools, solve mysteries, 
and investigate the natural 
world. Ages 6-7. June 4-8, 9-4 
p.m. $145

INSECT SAFARI: Campers will 
make discoveries about in-
teresting bugs each day, and 
will use nets and other tools 
to catch insects in the pond, 
creek, and prairie. Ages 6-7. 
June 18-22, 9-4 p.m. $145

MAKE A SPLASH: Discover all 
of the aquatic creatures that 
make water their home. Ex-
plore how the animals in the 
pond, creek, and river survive 
and make a splash. Ages 6-7. 
July 16-20, 9-4 p.m. $145

ECO ADVENTURES: Through 
hands-on exploration, camp-
ers will explore the streams, 
forests, prairies, and wet-
lands., using binoculars, 
bug nets, and micro-
scopes to learn what 
makes each habitat 
unique! Ages 6-7. 
July 23-27, 9-4 p.m. 
$145

INTO THE WILD: This 
survival-themed 
week will intro-
duce campers to 
wilderness sur-
vival. Learn what 
animals need to 
survive and how 
you could too! 
Discover a differ-
ent basic survival 
skill each day; such 
as, plant ID, orien-
teering, and archery. 
Put them to use at the 
overnight! Ages 8-9.June 
25-29, 9-4 p.m. M-W, Over-
night is 9 a.m. TH to 12 p.m. 
F. $155

BUMP IN THE NIGHT: Campers 
will discover amazing noctur-
nal animals all week, and then 
test their nighttime adapta-
tion skills during an overnight. 
Ages 8-9. July 9-13, 9-4 p.m. 
M-W, Overnight is 9 a.m. TH to 
12 p.m. F. $155

NATURE’S MAGIC: Campers will 
use unique experiments, ex-
plore the park, and test their 
skills as they discover the fas-
cinating, magical characteris-
tics of nature. Ages 8-9. July 
23-27, 9-4 p.m. $145

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES JR.: Are 
you ready for an adventure? 
Explore the trails, creeks, and 
prairies of Holliday Park. Take 
some exciting trips to discover 
the White River in a raft, Go 
Ape at Eagle Creek Park, and 
more! Ages 10-12. June 11-15, 
9-4 p.m. $175

TRAIL BLAZERS: Here is your 
chance to test your own sur-
vival skills at Holliday Park. 
Learn archery, how to navigate 
through the forest, build a shel-
ter, fish, and cook over a camp-
fire and then put these skills to 
the test at the overnight. Ages 
10-12. June 25-29, 9-4 p.m. 
$155

COUNSELOR IN TRAINING: Do 
you love Holliday Park’s day 
camps, but are too old to at-
tend and too young to be 
a staff member? Become a 
Counselor in Training! Build 
your camp counselor skills by 
helping the lead counselors 
with crafts, activities, games, 
and hikes. Application and 
interview required. Call to ap-
ply. Ages 13-15. Various weeks 
May 29- August 3. $75

INDIANAPOLIS SPORTS 
PARK INC.
6701 S. Harding St., 46217
(317) 784-7447
Indysportspark.com

Indianapolis Sports Park is 
located near Interstate 465 
South and State Road 37 and 
is a family-owned facility that 
has been a part of the com-
munity for over 30 years. Now 
accepting registrations for 
spring sport leagues for soft-
ball, volleyball, baseball, foot-
ball, kickball, and cornhole. 

For more information or to 
register, visit indysportspark.
com or call (317) 784-7447.

IUPUI SUMMER CAMPS
901 W. New York St., 46202
(317) 274-6787
Camps.iupui.edu

JAGUAR CAMP: The IUPUI Sum-
mer Day Camp offers pro-
grams for children ages 5 to 
12. Children will take part in 
traditional camp offerings as 
well as unique experiences in-
cluding a daily swim lesson in 
the world renown IU Natato-
rium on the campus of IUPUI. 
They will have the opportu-
nity to take advantage of the 
strong collaboration we have 
with the departments within 
the IUPUI campus community.

ENRICHMENT OPTIONS:

FROM GARDEN TO TABLE- JUNIOR 
CHEF: Looking for the perfect 
summer program for the Ju-
nior Chef in your home? Look 
no further! Chartwells at IU-

PUI is proud to offer a unique 
1-week food class. Led by IU-
PUI’s executive chef, campers 

will learn basic food prepara-
tion techniques. From the 

garden to the table, stu-
dents will be engaged 

in a kitchen environ-
ment each day. Ages 

9-12. 

ABRACADABRA BAL-
LOON ART: Children 
will learn through 
a hands-on ap-
proach the art of 
Balloon Twisting. 
This is so much 
fun for them and 
a great way to 

boost self-con-
fidence and fine 

motor skills. The 
kids will learn lots 

of different balloon 
animals, objects, hats, 

etc. which they take 
home proudly to show to 

their families each day. Each 
child will be given a supply 
kit to take home at the end of 
the week so they can continue 
practicing and furthering their 
skills. Ages 5-12. 

BRICKS 4 KIDZ: We learn, we 
build, we play... with LEGO® 
bricks! Using both traditional 
and LEGO® Technic pieces 
such as gears, axles, and mo-
tors, campers will be work-
ing together to construct a 
variety of moving models us-
ing Bricks 4 Kidz step-by-step 
directions, as well as build-
ing creations using their own 
imagination. Weekly themes 
include super heroes, video 
game characters, carnival 
rides, and more! With a vari-
ety of themes to choose from, 
there is something for every-
one! Ages 6-12. 

DOODLES AND DRAWINGS - HERRON 
ART: Does your camper love to 
draw? This could be the camp 
for them! Doodles and Draw-
ings campers will learn all about 
drawing techniques, adding 
splashes of color, creating vi-
brant collages, and expanding 
their skills in the process. Materi-
als are provided and are safe for 
all ages. Ages 9-12.

CREATING WITH CLAY - HERRON ART: 
Get your hands dirty in this 

fun and messy camp! Creating 
with Clay campers will create 
little monsters, funny forms, 
small vessels, or make up their 
own style along the way! Mate-
rials are provided and are safe 
for all ages. Ages 9-12.

CROUCHING TIGERS: Crouching 
Tigers is a mobile fitness and 
martial arts program offering 
a curriculum devoted to the 
physical, emotional, and social 
development of children. The 
weekly activities are designed 
to improve balance, coordina-
tion, and other sensory stimuli 
while reinforcing great social 
skills in a group environment. 
Ages 5-12. 

SKYHAWKS: Skyhawks pro-
vides a wide variety of fun, 
safe and positive programs 
that emphasize critical les-
sons in sports and life, such 
as teamwork, respect and 
sportsmanship. Our programs 
are designed to give each 
child a positive introduction 
into sports while fostering 
a lifelong love for an active, 
healthy lifestyle. Our patient 
and knowledgeable staff use a 
variety of skill-building games 
and activities to give each ath-
lete a complete understand-
ing and overview of the sport. 
Since 1979 Skyhawks has 
taught over one million boys 
and girls life lessons through 
sports. Please view our web-
site at skyhawks.com for fur-
ther information. Ages 7-12.

SILLY HEARTS YOGA: Children 
learn to take their bodies 
from calm to energized and 
back again. Children use ani-
mal movements and noises 
to move and have fun. Music, 
books and games are incor-
porated to engage children 
and help them connect with 
yoga across all areas of their 
development. For older chil-
dren more advanced concepts 
are introduced, along with 
more complicated yoga pos-
es. Classes are designed and 
adapted for the specific group 
of children and are modified 
as needed to fit the mood and 
energy level of children on 
any given day. Ages 5-9.

ULTIMATE FRISBEE: Campers will 
learn the sport of Ultimate 

Frisbee in a fun, exciting, 
and nurturing environment! 
Campers will learn important 
fundamentals and techniques 
to help each camper improve 
their skills and understanding 
of Ultimate Frisbee. Ages 9-12.

LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL
5555 S. Arlington Ave., 46237
(317) 787-5474
Lhs.org

SUMMER SPORTS CAMP: Lutheran 
High school conducts sev-
eral sport camps during the 
month of June. All camps are 
open to young athletes who 
are in good physical health, 
have their parents’ consent 
and support, and are serious 
about wanting to improve 
their skills and knowledge in 
the sport. The varsity coaches 
from each sport will be as-
sisted by members of the LHS 
coaching staff and other expe-
rienced personnel as well as 
varsity athletes from LHS. 

June 2018 sports camps are 
for students in the first through 
8th grades and include Co-
Ed Cross Country, Boys and 
Girls Volleyball, Boys and Girls 
Basketball, Boys and Girls Ten-
nis, and Boys Wrestling. Visit  
lhsi.org/athletics/ for more in-
formation.

RONCALLI HIGH SCHOOL
3300 Prague Rd., 46227
(317) 787-8277

JUNIOR REBEL THEATRE CAMP: 
Campers will experiment with 
acting, improv and music 
when they put on a perfor-
mance of Alice in Wonderland 
Jr. – a musical about a young 
girl who falls through a rabbit 
hole into a fantasy world pop-
ulated by peculiar creatures. 
Camp will take place on week-
days over two session periods: 
June 4-29, and July 9-27. Find 
more information or to reg-
ister, visit roncalli.org under 
“arts” > “theatre .”

SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS 2018: 
During the months of June 
and July, Roncalli offers many 
sports camps. Campers learn 
the values of dedication, per-
severance and commitment to 
teamwork, while meeting new 
friends and having fun. All 

camps are led by the coach-
ing staff at Roncalli, and are 
directed to the ability level of 
each child.

ACADEMICS: An American Sign 
Language Class will be offered. 
Contact Allie Ross, Director of 
Admissions, at aross@roncalli.
org for more information. 

Visit roncalli.org/athletics/
summer-sports-camps to see 
the dates and ages for the fol-
lowing camps: Football, Foot-
ball Kicking, Boys Lacrosse, 
Girls Volleyball, Girls Basket-
ball, Gymnastics, Boys Bas-
ketball, Girls Cross Country, 
Boys Cross Country, Softball, 
Baseball, Tennis, Swimming, 
Diving, Wrestling, Boys Soccer, 
Girls Soccer, Golf, Boys Volley-
ball and Cheerleading.

SAINT FRANCIS AND CLAIRE
5901 Olive Branch Rd., 46143
(317) 215-2826

WOLF ADVENTURES CAMP: This 
camp is a fun-filled, educa-
tional Spring Break camp for 
students PreK-8th grade. Flex-
ible drop-off and pick-up times 
between 7 a.m.-6 p.m., with 
breakfast, lunch, and snack 
provided. (PreK campers must 
be at least 3 years old and 
fully potty trained by the start 
of their camp experience.) For 
more details, visit ss-fc.org.

SOUTHEASTWAY PARK
5624 Carroll Rd., 46239
(317) 327-4834

NATURE EXPLORERS: Explore 
the forest, prairie, and pond 
through this active nature 
camp. There will be hiking, 
playing games and investigat-
ing different habitats each day. 
Ages 8-9. July 11-15, July 16-
20, 9-3 p.m. $120

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE: Campers will 
go on several outdoor adventure 
trips and learn basic outdoor liv-
ing skills. Each day features an ad-
venture: Go Ape, hiking, outdoor 
cooking, canoeing and an over-
night camping trip. Ages 13-16. 
June 25-29. $220

SURVIVOR CAMP: Ever eat in-
sects? Can you build a fire? 
Can you find your way with 
a compass? Get a chance to 

learn this and more at Survi-
vor Camp. Learn outdoor sur-
vival skills and natural history 
through games, activities, and 
exploration. Be prepared to be 
adventurous and competitive. 
Ages 10-12. June 18-22, July 
9-13, 9-3 p.m. $130
TRAIL STOMPERS: Each day 
is filled with games, stories, 
hands-on activities, and some 
trail-stomping fun! Bring hiking 
boots and prepare to get 
messy! Ages 6-7. June 4-8, July 
23-27, 10-2 p.m. $110

WIGGLE WORMS: Wiggle Worms 
is a nature camp for wiggly 
preschoolers! Campers will 
hear stories, make crafts, catch 
bugs, go on a creek stomp, and 
more. Ages 4-5. May 29- June 1,  
10-12 p.m. $60

YMCA OF GREATER  
INDIANAPOLIS
Multiple locations

FLAT ROCK RIVER YMCA CAMP: Flat 
Rock is an overnight camp for 
kids ages 7-17, located at the 
Ruth Lilly YMCA Outdoor Cen-
ter is St. Paul, Ind. There are 
nine camp sessions available 
June 3- August 4, as well as 
Adventure (field trip) and Mini 
(3-day) camps. Camp activi-
ties include archery, zip lining, 
horseback riding, alpine tower, 
fire making, kayaking, swim-
ming and more! Visit flatrock-
ymca.org.

YMCA DAY CAMPS: Traditional, 
Enrichment, and Sport Camps 
will be held at more than 20 
locations in the greater In-
dianapolis area, and begin on 
May 28. Registration is now 
open. View the catalog and 
register at OurCauseIsYou.org. 
Registration is also accepted 
via phone: (317) 484-9622 
or at any of the 12 YMCA of 
Greater Indianapolis locations.

SUMMER CAMPS 2018
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By Raena A. Latina

Camping, like many YMCA pro-
grams, is about learning skills, devel-

oping character and 
making friends. But few 
environments are as 
special as camp, where 
kids become a com-
munity as they learn 
both how to be more 

independent and how to contribute 
to a group as they engage in physical, 
social and educational activities. At 
the Y, we are dedicated to making sure 
camp is an amazing experience for ev-
ery camper. 

YMCA Camps are accredited by the 
American Camp Association (ACA), 
which means they have met or ex-
ceeded the highest nationally rec-
ognized standards for health, safety, 
staff training and program quality. We 
offer traditional, sports and enrich-
ment camps with multiple popular 
themes. Our Day Camps provide age 
appropriate activities for each child, 
and pool time is included with all 
camps. Families can choose half day, 

full day and overnight camp pro-
grams for their children.

Flat Rock River YMCA Camp is the 
Y's overnight camp, located 45 min-
utes southeast of Indianapolis at the 
beautiful 240-acre Ruth Lilly YMCA 
Outdoor Center in St. Paul, Ind. Flat 
Rock is a great way to give your child 
an experience away from home. All 
campers will enjoy amazing outdoor 
activities such as zip line, horseback 
riding, swimming, biking, kayaking, 
archery and more!

YMCA Day Camps will begin May 28 
and run all summer, with more than 
25 locations across the city including 
the Baxter YMCA. Parents can register 
their child by stopping by any YMCA 
location, at indymca.org or by calling 
(317) 484-9622. Financial assistance is 
available and CCDF vouchers are avail-
able at most locations.

Overnight summer camp sessions 
begin June 3. For more information 
about Flat Rock River YMCA Camp and 
its spring and fall break camps, call 
(888) 828-9622 or visit flatrockymca.
org for more information.

•   Camp is an $18 billion industry. 

•   More than 14,000 day and resident (overnight) 
camps exist in the U.S.

•   Half of camps report having community service or 
good deed programs incorporated into their programs.

•   82 percent of camps report enrollment that stayed the 
same or increased within the past five years, and 50 
percent of camps are reportedly 90 - 99 percent full. 

•   49 percent of camps report some relationship to 
schools or school curricula.

Source: acacamps.org

Make this a summer to discover 
at the "Y"

Did you know?

A SUMMER 
TO DISCOVER

YMCA OF GREATER INDIANAPOLIS
DAY CAMPS - INDYMCA.ORG/CAMP

OVERNIGHT CAMP - FLATROCKYMCA.ORG
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SPONSORED

CENTER GROVE

SUMMER CAMPS 2018

Children engage in many physical, social and educational activities at past YMCA camps.  
(Submitted photos)
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By Gus Pearcy

Have you ever seen some-
one committing an error in their life? 
Nothing fatal, just wrong-headed. Per-
haps they need an attitude adjustment 
or they’re dating the wrong person. You 
want to say something but you don’t be-
cause experience is a better teacher. That 
feeling is ignored on social media.

Remember when Facebook was this 
gathering place where people posted cat 
videos and annoying photos of what they 
had for lunch? Ahh, good times. 

These days Facebook has matured into a 
crotchety curmudgeon who spouts what’s 
best for the rest, without any respect for 
your moccasins or the miles put on them. 

Every post seems to have something to 
say about the issue du jour. 

It’s funny how Facebook started out 
as a collegiate, digital version of the old 
facebooks, where young men or women (I 
do not want to be accused of gender bias) 
could check out the freshman class for a 
date. Like most things, once the adults are 
involved, it immediately goes to crap.

The only people who post anymore 
either have something to sell or a bone 
to pick. And the solutions are radical ex-
tremes, on both ends of the spectrum. 
It’s either get rid of (insert subject here) 
or don’t you dare touch my (insert sub-
ject here).

These solutions are always binary. Ei-
ther you’re for us or against us. Bicker, 
bicker bicker. 

So here is the middle ground for all who 
can’t wade into the fray. I shall speak the 
common human’s point of view. If you 
don’t like it, please reply in the margin. 

Wait for my reply.
No one cares about whether you like 

President Trump or not. Most of us are 
resigned to the fact that he is our presi-
dent. It may be bad or it may be good. He 
doesn’t mark the end of the world. Just 
keep it to yourself.

Guns. Why is there no middle ground 
when it comes to gun legislation? Step 
back from your fervent need to keep all 
guns available to look at some common 
sense legislation that could possibly pre-

vent a mass murderer from gaining access 
to tools that help them achieve their de-
sires. The U.S. needs to have a civil discus-
sion about any and all solutions. Personal-
ly, I think some age restrictions for certain 
weapons should be seriously considered. 

Stop seeking legislation for every ill you 
perceive. Laws are not always the answer.  
Whatever happened to pushing for a cul-
tural shift?

Go back to sharing recipes and photos 
of your children growing up. Be civil. Stop 
calling everyone a Nazi.

My advice? Resist the urge to add your 
opinion. Let bygones be just that. Seek to 
understand. Of course, you didn’t ask for 
my advice. Yet, I gave it anyway. See how 
annoying that is?

What ever happened to middle ground?

Ready to robot
It’s that time of year again! Our Center 

Grove robotics team is getting geared up 
and ready to drive their way into the new 
competition season! 

Center Grove’s robotics team seems to 
have always shined, not only because of the 
recognizable merit of the program that the 
students are involved in, but also the tireless 
effort that these high school students put 
forth to produce a quality competitor. 

However, the robotics team is so much 
more than a group of students creating a ro-
bot with which to compete. These teams are 
a platform to build well-rounded students 
and members of society via the driving 
force of their interest in science and tech-
nology. Students are often taught valuable 
skills through professional development 
on their team and through the guidance of 
their professional mentors. 

Students work to establish a reputation 
for their team through not only the quality of 
their product, but the quality of their commu-
nity outreach in order to further inspire those 
in the local community. These students will 
have all participated in multiple local demon-
strations and outreach events throughout the 
year that are open to the public. 

We’d encourage you to check out an 
event this year — and see our students 
shine!

VIEWS

HUMOR

OUR VIEW ICONtoon

Gus Pearcy is a contributing columnist to the 
Center Grove ICON. He may be reached at 
(317) 403-6485 or pearcy.gus@sbcglobal.net. 
Gus blogs frequently at  
guspearcycommunications.wordpress.com.

To area schools Greenwood High 
School, Center Grove Elementary 

School, Maple Grove Elementary School, 
Sugar Grove Elementary, Center Grove MS 
Central, and Center Grove High School for 
earning the Indiana Department of 
Education Four Star School Award for 
2016-2017.

To Greater Greenwood Community 
Band Director Thom Dirks, for his 

leadership over the years, who is stepping 
down as director. A big welcome to new 
Director Randy Greenwell. This will be the 
25th year for the band that currently has 
more than 90 volunteer musicians.

To Benjamin Clarkston for breaking 
two records for the 

Center Grove Middle School 
swim team on March 7. He 
breaks the 100 IM from  
2010 by almost a 1/2 second 
and the 100 Free Record 
from 2009.

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN
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“Good, better, best.  
Never let it rest.  

Until your good is better 
and your better is best.”

– Tim Duncan,  
American retired professional 

basketball player

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you ...

In North Carolina, elephants may not be 
used to plow cotton fields.
 SOURCE: dumblaws.com

VIEWS

BELIEVE IT!

QUOTE

Doug Stewart, CFP®
Senior Vice President, Investments;  CERTIFIED FINANACIAL PLANNER™

doug.stewart@raymondjames.com

Jim Evans, WMS
Senior Vice President, Investments;  Wealth Management Specialist

james.evans@raymondjames.com

Sarah Eder, AAMS®
Financial Advisor;  Accredited Asset Management SpecialistSM

sarah.eder@raymondjames.com

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™  
and federally registered CFP(with plaque design) in the U.S., which it awards to individuals who successfully complete CFP Board’s initial  

and ongoing certification requirements.

Accredited Asset Management SpecialistSM and AAMS® are trademarks or registered service marks of the  
College for Financial Planning in the United States and/or other countries.

BENEFIT FROM YOUR BIRTHDAYS: 
The road to and through retirement is dotted with 

time-sensitive financial planning milestones
Not all birthdays are about a driver’s license, getting 
to vote or toasting with a glass of wine. Some are im-
portant to your comfort in retirement, too. No matter 
who you are, the years leading up to and during re-
tirement contain a number of key financial planning 
opportunities worth capitalizing on. You and your 
spouse may hit these dates at different times, so be 
sure to coordinate before making any decisions.

50 This birthday brings catch-up provision eligi-
bility in your IRA and certain employer-spon-

sored plans. Annual traditional or Roth IRA contribu-
tion limits increase from $5,500 to $6,500 for 2018. 
401(k) and 403(b) salary deferral limits increase from 
$18,500 to $24,500. Plus, SIMPLE IRA participants can 
defer an additional $3,000 of salary.

55 Penalty-free, separation-from-service 
withdrawals from 401(k)s are now available 

to you. Health Savings Account (HSA) participants 
are also allowed a “catch-up” contribution: For single 
individuals, annual contribution limits increase from 
$3,450 to $4,450. For families, the limit increases from 
$6,900 to $7,900. 

591/2 Withdrawals from most retirement accounts 
without an additional 10% tax penalty are now 

possible. Additionally, those who are still working and 
looking to diversify by rolling funds from their quali-
fied plan to an IRA may now be able to do so.

60 Those who have lost a spouse are eligible to 
collect Social Security survivor’s benefits, as-

suming the deceased was eligible and the survivor 
did not remarry. 

62 Social Security eligibility begins, but with 
reduced benefits. Confer with your advisor to 

best maximize household benefits. 

65 Medicare eligibility begins. Those not collect-
ing Social Security should enroll in Part A three 

months prior to their 65th birthday to avoid a gap 
in health insurance coverage. Unless you’re covered 
by an employer-sponsored health plan, enroll in 
Medicare Part B to avoid future penalties. 

66-67 Full retirement age for Social Security 
(depending on birth year) provides 

eligibility for full retirement benefits. Social Security 
recommends applying for benefits three months 
prior to the month you would like them to start.

70 Maximum Social Security benefits are provided 
at this age. Don’t wait any longer to receive them. 

701/2 The year you turn 70½ is referred to as your 
“first distribution year” and required minimum 

distributions (RMDs) from qualified accounts must 
begin. The IRS allows the first RMD to be postponed 
until April 1 of the year following the “first distribu-
tion year”; however, subsequent RMDs are due by 
year-end of each year.

NEXT STEPS
•   Map out when you and your spouse will hit these 

planning milestones
•   Work alongside your advisor to address key 

benchmarks
•   Coordinate with your spouse and planning profes-

sionals as each year passes

Withdrawals from tax-deferred accounts may be subject to income taxes, and prior to age 59½ a 10% federal penalty tax may apply. Diversification does not 
guarantee a profit nor protect against loss. This article is general in nature and provided for informational purposes only. Raymond James and your Raymond 

James financial advisor do not provide tax or legal advice. You should discuss any tax or legal matters with the appropriate professional.

701 East County Line Suite 302   |   Greenwood, IN 46143
O 317-885-0114   |   T 800-382-9487   |   F 317-885-2609   |   Stewart-Evans.com
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CENTER GROVE

READERS' WRITES

READER’S RESPONSE: 
How Smokey Row 
Road got its name

*Editor’s Note:  This letter was ad-
dressed to Jeff Beck, history & archi-
tecture columnist, in response to his 
February-March column about the 
origin of Smokey Row Road.

After reading about Smokey 
Row Road and why the name, I al-
ways heard from old timers that it 
was so named because of Indian 
in encampments located along 
the road and they of course had 
campfires of smoke signals. Just 
thought I would add my two cents 
as to why the name. I know there 
were a lot of Indian settlements in 
area and many artifacts were found 
throughout the area. Sally Doty Hill 
was one and north on 135 at the 
top of the Hill was another. Any-
way, just another reason maybe for 
the name.

Molly Dorrell
White River Township

    

GOVERNMENT 
WATCHDOG

GREENWOOD 
COMMON COUNCIL
Greenwood residents attend 
council meeting to debate rezoning

It was standing room only at the 
March 5 Common Council meet-
ing as many Greenwood residents 
gathered in protest of two rezon-
ing ordinances, including Ordi-
nance 8-07. 

Ordinance 18-07, seeks to re-
zone more than 6.5 acres located 
at 1464 W. Stones Crossing Road. 
These six acres will be used to 
construct a hotel.

A question on many residents’ 
minds is, “Why here?” Many, like 
Laura Young and Ray Gonzalez, 
believe many other locations 
would be more appropriate for 
this project. 

A resident of Cobblestone subdi-
vision, Jason Mysen, said, “Cobble-
stone subdivision is a 138-home 
neighborhood, in close proximity 
to the proposed location. Chang-
ing the zoning on this would have 
an immediate negative impact on 
this community and property val-
ues would potentially plummet.”

Bay Horse Inn opened a peti-
tion to rezone the piece of land 
to create a boutique hotel that 
would connect to the event venue 
via a walking path. The petition 
can be found at thepetitionsite.
com/675/496/984/support-rezon-
ing-1464-w.-stones-crossing-to-
commercial-for-future-a-hotel.

No matter the stance, Linda 
Meier advises, “to hear what [the 
proposal] is going to be,” and urg-
es the council to get both sides  
of the argument before making  
a decision.

Ordinance 18-07 was postponed 
until the April 16 meeting.

Compiled by Beth Wade
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By Nicole Davis

It’s been 20 years since Vena Holden 
first opened Selective Seconds and she 
still has a passion for the entire business. 

“We help people make money from 
their gently-used things,” she said. “We 
help people save money by buying resale. 
We’re recycling and saving the earth. We 
help support the community through do-
nations. We’re supplying jobs. It’s a win-
win for everyone that works, shops and 
supplies merchandise here.”

Holden started Selective Seconds in 
1997, renting a commercial-zoned house 
in Mooresville.

“I was a single mom, working at a law 
firm on a secretary’s salary,” she said. “I didn’t 
have much money. I knew I had to dress 
professional to work myself up. I found my-
self shopping at consignment and resale 
stores. I loved the hunt of finding good 
quality items at a really good price.”

The business took off, and Holden was 
able to purchase that house. She contin-
ued to work full time outside of her busi-
ness for two years before that phased out. 
She opened a second location in Green-
wood in 2003, then sold her Mooresville 
shop while expanding the Greenwood 
location in 2006.

Selective Seconds offers items on a 
nine-week consignment, starting at 1/2 to 

1/3 of retail price, with the price dropping 
the longer the item is in the store. Sellers 
can log into their online account and view 
what they have sold so far, come in and 
pick up their check. The shop also offers 
the ability to set up accounts in a charity's 
name, accepting donations with the pro-
ceeds sent to that charity each month.

A lot has changed through the years, 
from the way people shop to how they 
think about resale shops in general.

“I started in an era where it was kind of 
a shame to tell people that you bought 
it at a resale shop,” Holden said. “Now, 
I’ve seen the industry change. People are 
proud to say, ‘I only paid $5 for this.’ You 
couldn’t do that 20 years ago.”

The shop celebrated its 20-year anniver-
sary in August 2017. Holden attributes her 
two-decade success to the dedication of 
her staff and her networking. She is a mem-
ber of NARTS: The Association of Resale Pro-
fessionals and the Association for Resale In-
novation (ARI), which has helped her meet 
resale shop owners across the nation.

“You have to embrace networking and 
sharing,” she said. “I consult with resale 
shops that are newer and getting started. 
I like helping them. There’s only 15 to 20 
percent of the actual population that 
shops resale on a regular basis, so if I can 
help other shops be successful, and those 
shoppers tell their friends, family and co-

workers about it, that 15 to 20 percent is 
just going to grow.”

With the help of her fellow shop own-
ers, Holden has been working to adapt 
to the changing trend on how customers 
like to shop - online. Selective Seconds 
revamped its Website so that it offers a 
sampling of products available. What’s 
been most successful, lately, is Facebook. 
Selective Seconds has a regular Facebook 
page and a private group titled Selective 
Seconds Shoppers Lounge. In the private 
group, the shop’s staff will do live videos, 
highlighting items that have come into 
the store. Viewers who are interested in 
purchasing the featured item/s can com-
ment with their email address and will be 
sent a Paypal invoice.

“We’re in the beginning of that,” Holden 
said. “It’s something I’m perfecting with 
other consignment shops across the na-
tion. We’re learning.”

When she started the business 20 years 
ago, Holden said she never expected it to 
grow into what it has become, but she’s 
comfortable where she’s at.

“I like being hands-on with my staff, 
working up front,” she said. “The best 
part is knowing we’re making our sup-
pliers and customers happy. It’s a good 
feeling knowing all the good that comes 
out of the business. I never get tired of 
coming to work.”

A savvy success
Selective Seconds owner Vena Holden enjoys helping customers save money,  

supporting the community and guiding other resale businesses

March 2018 | Issue 137 
www.businessleader.bz

Getting to know Vena...
•  My daughter-in-law is my manager. She’s 
been with me over two years now. She’s 
learning the value of networking and 
becoming a very good leader of the business.
•  I bowl with my husband on Wednesdays.
•  We’re building a new house in Martinsville.

How did Vena do it?
BEST ADVICE:
Network, network, network. It’s almost 
like having silent partners. I can pick 
up my phone, call or text Ellen in New 
York, Sonya in Arkansas, whoever, and 
say I don’t know what to do about this 
situation. They’re going to give me great 
advice. We all help each other.

WORST ADVICE:
Probably just advertising. I’ve learned to 
trust your gut on advertising and not be 
swayed by good salespeople.

BEST BUSINESS DECISION:
I am not afraid to try new things. I’m not 
afraid to spend money if I think it will grow 
my business. For instance, I do some mailers, 
snail mail. A lot of people don’t do those 
anymore. I usually get back what I put out 
there, but if I can make 10 new customers 
from that, the value of a new customer is 
pretty high. Once you get them in here, get 
their email, then I can reach out to them.

SECRET TO SUCCESS:
You have to learn to be creative on how 
to reach people. You have to constantly be 
thinking about your next marketing pull, 
how will you pull the customers in here.

IN 5 YEARS...
The business will never go away. Brick and 
mortar businesses are shaky, but I don’t 
see that happening with resale because 
people always have things they need 
to purge out of their closet and people 
love to save money. Our brick and mortar 
business is here to stay. I see us reaching 
customers differently, but still having 
great inventory that we have now.

Selective Seconds
1140 N. State Rd. 135, Suite J 

Greenwood, IN 46142
(317) 888-2300

selectiveseconds.com 
/SelectiveSecondsConsignment

Selective Seconds Owner Vena Holden loves the hunt of finding high-quality items for a good price.  (Photo by Nicole Davis)
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By Mike Heffner

As I started out the year, I was doing the 
normal things: planned for the year, set 
goals, put strategies in place, and started 
tracking progress. I had personal goals, fam-
ily goals, and goals for my team. This year, I 
did have some realization that I needed to 
create liberating truths in my life that help 
me with what I say to myself along my jour-
ney to reaching my goals. This past month 
as the obstacles and roadblocks have start-
ed to pop up, I have had to remind myself 
of those truths to avoid falling back into the 
traps of limiting beliefs. 

I have also had to become “ok” with being 
uncomfortable. Setting goals beyond the ordi-
nary or expected creates uneasiness- we often 
doubt that we can do things along the jour-
ney. I have had to shift my thinking. As I have 
looked to stand firm in my liberating truths 
and focused on the big goals, I have found 
it easy to slip back into limiting beliefs. It is 
a constant battle in our heads as leaders. It’s 
easy to allow the obstacles to become nega-
tive emotions that grab hold of us and lead us 
into a downward negative spiral of fear and 
uncertainty. My advice, if you feel the walls 
coming in on your goals, is as follows: 

•  Reflect on what got you to where you are and 
spend time recounting your blessings and the 
many positives in your life.

•  Review what you have accomplished so far that 
has you closer to your goals.

•  Have you stuck to the new way of thinking, habits or 
behavior that would bring you closer to your goal?

•  Look at the goals you wrote down and reflect on 
the reasons you decided to achieve them.

•  If you feel anxiety, fear or uncertainty, don’t 
fret, that’s normal. Stay the course, keep calm, 
and follow the plan. You can’t always see from 
point A to point B.

In most cases, we allow ourselves to 
over think, over analyze and create un-
needed stress. It’s easy to get caught up in 
the moment and not step back and look 
for clarity. The easy thing to do is go back 
to the old habits and forget the reasons 
we decided to set the goal. We have to 
embrace the discomfort. We often think 
that our happiness is when everything is 
going great. There is something that hap-
pens when you struggle and overcome.

As I look back at the things in life that have 
turned out great, they were when I took risks, 
overcame obstacles, and had a passion that 
pushed me through the tough times. I think 
my grandfather had it right when he said, 
“nothing worth doing is going to be easy.”

Stephanie Cornett 
honored with 
OneAmerica’s  
ASPIRE award

Performance – Stephanie Cornett was 
one of 10 employees recognized by 
OneAmerica® as an ASPIRE honoree at 
the fourth annual ASPIRE 
awards banquet on Feb. 14 
as a result of her outstand-
ing performance on behalf 
of the 140-year-old life 
insurance, retirement and 
employee benefits organiza-
tion. Over 2,000 people are employed 
by OneAmerica. Cornett, marketing 

technology and vendor relations associ-
ate manager, employee benefits, has been 

with OneAmerica al-
most 17 years. She pro-
vides solutions far out-
side her expected role 

of Salesforce adminis-
trator and was honored 

for Excellence in Execu-
tion. She served four years 

in the Army Reserves 
as a combat medic, 

and graduated from 
Indiana University 
with an associate’s 
degree. She and 
her husband live 
in south India-
napolis with their 
three children.

PERSONNEL MATTERS

You may not be uncomfortable 
enough to reach your goals

This article is written by Mike Heffner, 
the owner of the local Greenwood 
Express Employment Professionals 
franchise. Contact Mike at Mike.Heffner@
expresspros.com, @IndySouthMike on 
Twitter or visit ExpressIndySouth.com.

greenwoodchamber.com

FORUM Credit Union
5210 E. Southport Rd.
Indianapolis, IN 46237

(317) 558-6328

Meyer Najem
11787 Lantern Rd., Suite 100

Fishers, IN 46038
(317) 577-0007

Bose McKinney & Evans LLP
111 Monument Circle, 

Suite 2700
Indianapolis, IN 46204

(317) 684-5000

Grafton Peek Catering
280 W. Main St.

Greenwood, IN 46142
(317) 557-8377

Greenwood Family 
Chiropractic

520 N. State Rd. 135, Suite R
Greenwood, IN 46143

(317) 893-2853

Home 2 Suites by Hilton 
Indianapolis 

South/Greenwood
5215 Noggle Way

Indianapolis, IN 46237
(317) 851-8518

McDonald's
2556 S. State Rd. 135
Greenwood, IN 46143

(317) 535-9800

Midland Atlantic Properties
9000 Keystone Crossing #850

Indianapolis, IN 46240
(317) 580-9900

Ruth's Chris Steak House 
Downtown

45 S. Illinois St.
Indianapolis, IN 46204

(317) 633-1313

New 
Members

AROUND TOWN

THE DEMAND FOR ACCOUNTING PROFESSIONALS  
IS EXPECTED TO INCREASE 16% BY 2020. 

We are your connection to accounting and financial companies in the  
south central Indiana area. Let us help you make your next career move.

Positions include: 
• Accountant and CPA
• Audit Manager
• Contoller

• Bookkeeper 
• AR/AP 
• And more!

Keith Fechtman
Professional Recruiter,
Accounting and Finance
(317) 300-9505

201 S. Emerson Ave. Suite 110
Greenwood, IN 46143
ExpressIndySouth.com
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Howard Hubler can be reached at howard@
hubler.com.

Newly Incorporated Businesses

Elizabeth’s Demos
Elizabeth Senac
349 Kentucky St., Franklin, IN 46131

Gerth Counseling
Kari Gerth
386 Meridian Pike Lane, Suite B
Greenwood, IN 46142

Hayse Lock & Services
Gerald R. Hayse
1111 Central Park Blvd. N.
Greenwood, IN 46143

Premier ATM Service
Andrew L. Smith
220 Hole in One Court, Franklin, IN 46131

Sarah Graham Real Estate
Sarah Graham
4233 Hickory Ridge Blvd.
Greenwood, IN 46143

Sawarna Creations
Majida Sabeen Ahmad
488 Legacy Blvd., Greenwood, IN 46143

SGHA Express
Dallas Wheeler
6450 W. Road 375 N.
Bargersville, IN 46106

Simply Styled Boutique
Jayme Stidd
114 E. Jefferson St., Franklin, IN 46131

Syndicate Management Corporation DBA
Canary Creek Cinemas
Michael J. Reinbusch
870 Mallory Pkwy., Franklin, IN 46131

Upcoming chamber meetings  
and events

5 - Greater Greenwood Chamber of 
Commerce (April Membership 101); April 
5, 8:30 - 9:30 a.m., 65 Airport Pkwy., Suite 
140, Greenwood. For more information, 
visit greenwoodchamber.com.

12 - Greater Greenwood Chamber of 
Commerce (Johnson County Sheriff 
Candidate Forum); April 12, 5 - 7 p.m., 
The Sycamore at Mallow Run, 7070 W. 
Whiteland Rd., Bargersville. For more 
information, visit greenwoodchamber.org.

18 - Greater Greenwood Chamber of 
Commerce (Leadership Johnson County - 
Power of Innovation Symposium); April 18, 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Franklin College, 
101 Branigin Blvd., Franklin. For more 
information, visit greenwoodchamber.org.

PLANNER OF NOTE

By Andrew Angle

By now you may have seen the viral video 
of Sophia the quasi-humanoid robot who said, 
"Okay, I will destroy humans." Saudi Arabia 
granted citizenship to "her" last year, despite 
the fact that she is incapable of doing any-
thing more than listening, talking, and mim-
icking facial expressions. If you don't know 
what I'm typing about, Google "Sophia robot.”

Sophia is designed to look and sound 
smart, yet she is basically a chatbot with an 
impressive user interface. Amid pauses, and 
within a limited context, interactions with her 
can seem relevant, intelligent and deep. In 
truth, her conversations are mostly scripted 
by her human developers. Sophia is mainly 
media fodder for today's futurists. The "Siri" 
bot installed on the iPhone is exponentially 
more robust and practical for everyday use.

2018 could be the year of the chatbots. 
Automation has been taking over factory 
production lines for a long time now. Auton-

omous vehicles most likely won't be hog-
ging the pothole riddled lanes of Indy this 
year. But, if you are in business, you can be-
gin imagining the potential of instantly and 
expertly having chatbots expertly guide 
your prospects toward sales now.

How does it work? First, pick a chatbot 
app. (Google it.) Second, go through your 
FAQs, Knowledge Base, and intentional 
scripts written to fit a goal driven conver-
sation with your visitor. Make it useful and 
provide answers that seem so relevant and 
human that visitors feel like they are chat-
ting with a live person. Just like today's self-
steering cars, some chatbot software can 
use AI to do the mundane driving while a 
human keeps an eye on the dialogue to be 
ready to grab the keyboard if the conversa-
tion drifts out of the usual lane.

HOW CAN CHATBOTS BENEFIT YOUR BUSINESS?
1)  Support and scale business teams in their 

customer relations;

2)  Provide immediate response to social  
media posts, instant messages, SMS and 
website contacts;

3) 24/7 availability;

4) Improved customer satisfaction;

5) More sales for lower costs.

Chatbots can be used to gain e-mail opt-
in permissions, or may avoid the FTC's CAN 
SPAM requirements by sending messages 
via Facebook Messenger, SMS, Instagram, 
twitter, and other non e-mail touchpoints.

Have chatbot ideas to share? Let's connect.

By Howard Hubler

Here is a dribble of business history 
folklore. Once upon a time in New York 
City, deep in the Bronx, two Jewish broth-
ers Abram and Vinny owned delicatessens 
in opposite parts of the neighborhood. 
One night, as the story goes, Abram went 
to Vinny’s delicatessen to help him close 
down. They would take turns frequently 
going to each other’s store and helping 
one another close down the day. On this 
particular night, Vinny asked if his brother 
would go over all of his tickets and add 
them up so he could get his totals and 
averages for the day. “While you do this,” 
Vinny said, “I’ll clean all the stainless steel 
and put food back in the ‘walk-in.’” Abram 
said, “I can do it,” and noticed Vinny’s stack 
of tickets were about as tall as his.

When Abram had totaled the tick-
ets up, he divided by the total number 
of tickets and got an average dollar per 
ticket sale. Vinny's sales were now far 
higher than his. He noticed a preponder-
ance of his brother’s tickets had two sale 
items on them while his own deli tickets 
generally only had one item. He asked his 
brother how this happened; they both 
were in the same neighborhood and 
income levels were very similar. Vinny 

promptly said I did this through experi-
menting. “Here’s what I did.”

“Well, for two weeks, three days each 
week, I asked people what they wanted 
and they told me; then for three days each 
week I would ask people what they want-
ed and when I handed them their meat 
or cheese, I would say instinctively, ‘what 
else?’ Without fail, the weeks that I would 
ask the question of ‘what else’ they want-
ed, my sale items per ticket would go up 
by half. I would go from one item to 1 1/2 
items per ticket. My revenue went up by 
half as well. After two weeks, it was con-
clusive, ‘what else’ was the magic phrase 
to driving my business another 50 percent 
in sales and gross profit! Over the life of 
owning this delicatessen, those two magic 
words could be the difference to buying a 
row house and no longer living over top 
of the store and sending my two kids to 
college. Two magic words that if repeated 
would drive my business like nothing else 
I knew of.” Plus, there was no additional 
cost to the profits.

Thus, a process was built. So what is the 
process in the world of business? I chat 
about this frequently in various columns. 
The process is a “repeatable activity with 
an anticipated and desired outcome.” 

Abram soon did this in his store also and 
drove his income up by half. If you think 
that all business life is as simple as a little 
Jewish delicatessen and processes will 
drive your income by as much as half, yes it 
is simple, but often times overlooked.

Today, most businesses have more than 
one person interacting with the public. 
Management can create an effective set of 
scripts and activities that make the interac-
tion with the customer a more efficient ac-
tivity for both. However, “hired help” tend 
to never want to use the process the same 
way twice, and by definition, then this no 
longer is a process. Is this your operation, 
stuck on process pause? To succeed, you 
need weekly training with written plans, a 
performance matrix, and a compensation 
plan that encourages use of the “map pro-
cess script.” Yes, these topics are entire ar-
ticles in themselves. I think you get it. “Here 
is your cheese, what next?”

Chatbots for fun and profit

A process by any other name is a process

BIZ WEB

PEER TO PEER

Andrew Angle. of Greenwood, is the owner 
of NetGain Associates, Inc. He can be 
reached at 317.534.2382.
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Compiled by Nicole Davis

Amy Norcross knew Victory Rolls and 
Baked Goods would be popular before she 
opened the bakery on Beech Grove Main 
Street, but she never expected the crowd 
that’s walked through the doors. 

“I think Beech Grove was ready for a bak-
ery,” Norcross said. “I think people are tired of 
prepackaged things. I think people like in a 
nostalgia of it, not only that it’s a 1940’s theme, 
but going into a bakery and getting some-
thing that someone made with their hands.”

Norcross, a Franklin Township resident, 
opened the bakery with a 1940s theme on 
Feb. 9. 

“The theme is important,” she said. “I 
don’t like going into a place that considers 
themselves vintage or retro, but really they 

just bought a bunch of nostalgic stuff and 
threw it on a wall. The theme here, I want 
it to feel like you are actually going back in 
time. I want them to feel this is what a bak-
ery would have looked like in the 40s. The 
radio is a 1942 Philco, the lighting fixtures 
were chosen because of the crosshatch 
glass which is really Art Deco, all the color 
palette is Art Deco which is 20s to 40s. In the 
war time, they would not have been getting 
new stuff, they would have been using old 
stuff... It should feel like you’re there, cel-
ebrating that time, not, I just really like it.”

Since opening day, the demand has 
been so high, the shop sold out of inven-
tory on multiple occasions. Norcross said 
they make between four to six hundred 
donuts a day, pushing for 80 Victory Rolls 

(cinnamon rolls), a dozen bagels, 40 crois-
sants, 10 dozen cookies and four rounds of 
keto, gluten-free, vegan and no sugar add-
ed items. The menu is rotational, with the 
bakers choosing to make different items 
listed in Norcross’ recipe book. Including 
Norcross, there are three staff members 
who have worked to bake all of the des-
serts, and they are hiring another.

“We’re at the upper range of what I can 
handle right now,” she said. “I realize we’ll 
slow down and when we do, we’ll be okay... 
I’m excited to settle into everything. I’m 
excited to keep hiring more people. It’s 
important to find the right people. It’s not 
just a job to me and I need anyone I hire to 
feel that way. I’m looking forward to every-
one settling into their roles.”

Why did you open this business?
I had two restaurants and a catering com-
pany before and was the chief operating of-
ficer of an international bakery so I’ve done 
all of this in different avenues. It occurred to 
me last summer, there was no upward mo-
bility or opportunity for growth where 
I was. I started to realize this is where I 
should be. I’m a super creative person 
and know my way around a pastry. From 
the time I decided to do a bakery, it 
was like someone gift wrapped 
an idea and put it in my head. I 
knew exactly what it would 
look like. It was bizarre, 
like a little 1940s package 
placed in my head. 

What did you do to pre-
pare for opening 
your business?
I did a fair amount of 
market research. A big, 
hot button issue here is 
a lot of people asked if 

I’ll be open on Sundays. But I’ve been here 
every Sunday for the last six months, and 
there’s no one on Main Street on Sundays. 
So, market research is the big thing.

Who is your ideal customer/client?
Someone with a great attitude 

who enjoys the 

theme as much as we do and likes a  
good pastry. 

How do you plan to be successful?
Catering to groups that are not currently be-
ing served by other parts community: keto, 
gluten-free, no sugar added, vegan. But also, 
nothing that leaves here should be bad, ever, 

to make sure everything I have tastes 
good and the quality is consistent. I will 

never sell day-old anything. 

What would we be surprised to learn 
about you or your company?
I love dogs. I love dogs more than most 

people. I have pup cakes behind the 
counter so if someone walks by with 

their dog, I give them a pup cake.
I am an old-fashioned per-
son all the way - though that 

may not surprise people 
anymore. Technology 

is really super, but I 
think I’m a really old-
fashioned person.

What’s buzzin’?
Amy Norcross couldn’t have predicted the community support she has received  

at Victory Rolls and Baked Goods

OPEN 4 BUSINESS

From left, Laketa Mensah, Amy 
Norcross and Bonnie.   
(Submitted photo)

Victory Rolls and Baked Goods  •  702 Main St., Beech Grove, IN 46107
Monday - Saturday 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.  •  /VictoryRollsandBakedGoods

Nick’s Tree 
Service

AVAILABLE 
SERVICES
• Tree Removal 
• Trimming
• Stump Grinding
• Finish Grading
•  Bucket  

Truck Work 
• Climbing 
• Lot clearing 

CALL TODAY!  
(317) 524-9100

LOCALLY OWNED 
& OPERATED

CENTER GROVE

www.mycgicon.com

CHECK OUT 
OUR NEW, 

USER-FRIENDLY 
WEBSITE!
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By Regina Miller

People keep telling 
me I need to get a Gmail email address. 
I’ve had my Yahoo address for more than 
20 years, and I don’t want really wants 
to change if I don’t have to. Is it really 
necessary to switch to Gmail?

While you don’t have to, there are com-
pelling reasons to consider at least adding 
another email address. Yahoo’s revenue 
has shrunk considerably over the years, 
and that has led to big staff reductions 
– leaving fewer people to work on their 
email product. This has led to complaints 
of shoddy site and email performance 
by customers. When you add the data 
breaches of 2014, the second of which 
included sensitive data being stolen for at 
least 1 billion accounts, a lot of users re-
port a loss in confidence in the company. 

Being on the repair end of consumer 
technology, I have seen several complete 
irrecoverable lockouts from Yahoo email 

in recent months. In extreme instances 
you cannot regain access to the email ac-
count because there is no way for Yahoo 
to authenticate you as the rightful owner 
when it’s been locked by Yahoo. Specifi-
cally, your account has been locked be-
cause it’s been hacked or you’ve forgotten 
your password and are unable to answer 
the security questions and have no re-
covery mobile phone number or verified 
email address on file. In some cases, there 
had been valid recovery mobile num-
bers or verified recovery emails on file, 
but when the account was hacked, hack-
ers changed those values to something 
unknown to the actual account owner. In 
other cases, the original account holder 
never set them up or used old emails or 
phone numbers. 

Long story short, if you are going to 
continue using your Yahoo address or any 
email address, be sure your recovery meth-
ods on the account are current and veri-
fied. But while this may help you in a lock-
out, it won’t help protect you from shoddy 

service or a poorly designed product. 
The most important information you 

can glean from this is a question you 
didn’t ask. I’ll answer it anyway: Never 
use a password that you used with Yahoo 
before the breach for that account or any 
other account again. It is now likely on the 
ever-growing list of known good pass-
words used by “bots” to hack accounts. 

If you choose to replace your Yahoo 
email account or just add a Gmail account, 
the process is fairly easy. We frequently 
help people make the switch and migrate 
their email and contacts to the new ac-
count, and help notify your existing con-
tacts of the new email address.

By Curtis Honeycutt

Right now we’re trying 
to teach our daughter to 

crawl. She’s eight months old, and I can 
only imagine how ridiculous I look down 
on the floor attempting to show her how 
to push her body up off the floor and start 
moving toward me. Or is it towards me? Is 
it toward or towards?

The more I look at toward and towards, 
the more I’m convinced neither of them 
are real words. I think pretty much any 
word will do that to you. And shouldn’t 
toward and coward rhyme? I’m too scared 
to look into it; I think that makes me a to-
ward coward.

It really all depends on where you live. 
In British and Australian English, you’ll 
find people give a polite preferential nod 
to towards over toward. However, in the 
U.S. and Canada, we independently and 

unabashedly use toward more often than 
towards. Technically, either are correct 
in any situation, however, my rule is use 
whichever word sounds right in each situ-
ation; it’s up to you.

The AP Stylebook is no toward coward; 
AP states toward is always correct and 
towards is always a syntactical faux pas. 
While I appreciate the AP’s all-or-nothing 
approach, I don’t think it’s necessary to 
take a stand on every issue. Forgive me for 
my untowardness. 

Is it weird that coward and towered 
rhyme? I think these words are messing with 
me. These two words could very well lead 
me to ward off either of these words from 
my writing for a year (at the very least). 

In the same way American English 
prefers toward, the same rule works with 
other words related to direction, like for-
ward, backward, downward, upward and 

afterward. Again - technically both are 
acceptable, but downward is preferable 
over downwards.

To remember this rule, think about how 
Americans like our words like we like our 
drive-thrus: shorter, faster, more conve-
nient and more efficient. Taking an axe to 
the s to make a word one letter shorter 
is the American way. Does that make us 
seem backward, or are we moving toward 
an enlightened state of simplicity and 
brevity? Either way, it saves one letter on 
our Twitter character counts, so I’ll take it.

Why you should consider switching emails

Moving Toward Grammar Enlightenment 

LIFESTYLE

Regina Miller owns Geek in Pink.  
Contact her with tech questions at  
regina@geekinpink.com or (317) 882-1606.

TECH SAVVY

GRAMMAR 
GUY

Curtis Honeycutt is a freelance  
humor writer. Have a grammar question? 
Connect with him on Twitter @
curtishoneycutt or at  
curtishoneycutt.com.

McCoy named  
2018-19 Armstrong 

Teacher Educator
Leadership - Center Grove Middle School 
Central eighth grade science teacher An-
drea McCoy is among 12 
Indiana teachers chosen by 
the Indiana University School 
of Education to serve as Mar-
tha Lea and Bill Armstrong 
Teacher Educators for the 
2018-19 school year. McCoy 
was also selected to serve in the enhanced 
role of Armstrong Teacher-in-Residence. 
Armstrong Teacher Educators participate in 
panel discussions, collaborate with faculty 
on curriculum and invite future teachers to 
observe them in their classrooms. The 2018-
19 Armstrong Educations will be honored as 
part of a Celebration of Teaching ceremo-
ny on the Indiana University Bloomington 
campus on April 2. McCoy was named the 
2016-17 Center Grove Community School 
Corporation Teacher of the Year. This is her 
seventh year of teaching.

Center Grove varsity 
choirs sweep Xtreme  

Choir Showdown
Music - The Center Grove varsity show 
choirs swept the awards at Xtreme Choir 
Showdown at Jefferson High School in La-
fayette, Ind. on Saturday, Feb. 24. Sound 
System and Debtones were awarded best 
vocal, best visual, best show, and grand 
champions in the mixed and unisex divi-
sions, respectively. There were also several 
awards to individual performers. In the 
broadway/pop solo competition, Sarah An-
derson was named grand champion, and 
Haley Burgh, first runner-up. In the show 
choir competition, Neely Branham of The 
Debtones was awarded outstanding per-
former, Maddy Rau of Sound System was 
awarded outstanding performer, Morganne 
Keller of Sound System was awarded out-
standing female soloist within a show, and 
Victor Gichina of Sound System was award-
ed outstanding male soloist within a show.
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ACROSS
1. Chooses
5. Green prefix
8. Nicholson film: ___ Knowledge
14. Type of salmon
15. However, briefly
16. Peculiar thing
17. White River ___
19. Worth doing
20. Waste maker
21. Itty-bitty
22. WTHR net.
23. Arni’s fork feature
26. German sub
31. Kittle’s furniture wood
32. ___ Lisa
34. Cornstarch brand
35. DVD forerunner
36. Hertz rival at IND
38. Lingo
40. White River ___
42. Drive recklessly on I-65
45. Disease cause
46. ___ Vegas
49. Indiana House voting group
50. Distinctive flair
52. Variety
53. Pacers bench-clearing brawl
55.  Heavyweight champ who did 

time in Indiana
58.  Johnson County Council no vote
59. Pea’s place
61. Eagle Creek crew member
63. “Minute Waltz” composer
67. White River ___
70. Diplomat
71.  Center Grove summer  

clock setting
72. Matures, as a wine
73. Like saunas
74. Hickory Stick Golf Club peg
75. Foot treatment, for short

ACROSS
1. Center Grove Craft Fair mo.
2. Biz bigwig
3. Hard blows
4. Male offspring
5. Old anesthetic
6. Butler frat letter
7. Alley ___
8. Geist inlet
9. “Farewell” in a CGHS French class
10. Nutritional abbr.
11. Bird’s beak
12.  Falcons, on a Lucas Oil 

Stadium scoreboard
13. Strong cleanser
18. Indy 500 sponsor letters
21. Chicago-based superstation
22. Old Oaken Bucket Game mo.
24. Exclude

25. Small bouquet
27. Kennel cry
28.  Citizens for Center Grove web 

address ending
29. “Give it ___!”
30.  Indianapolis Zoo elephant’s 

weight, maybe
33. Cracked open
36.  Had a Reuben at  

Fireside Brewhouse
37. Indiana barn topper, often
39. CGHS pitcher’s pride
40. Religious offshoot

41. Indiana State Fair pig holders
42. WTTV net.
43. Tried & True ___House
44. Decompose
46. Ancestry
47. Fearful
48. Channel 13’s ___Trak Weather
51. Inc., in London
54. Poppy narcotic
56.  Use a soapbox at the  

Indiana Statehouse
57. “___ so fast!”

60. The O in SRO
62. Which Wich option
63. IU Health IV amounts
64.  Angela Buchman summer 

weather word
65.  Middle number of 

Greenwood’s area code
66. Free WRTV ad
67. Indiana Grand wager
68.  Indiana Poet Laureate words 

of praise
69. Deflategate inits.

Puzzle Time

Answers  See Page 31

ASCSeniorCare.com

ASC Referral Line: 888-996-8272 
Available 24 Hours/Day • 365 Days/Year 

Fax: 317-991-1328 • referralline@ASCSeniorCare.com

Here When You Need Us!

Danville Regional Rehabilitation
255 Meadow Dr., Danville
Countryside Meadows
762 N. Dan Jones Rd., Avon
Eagle Valley Meadows
3017 Valley Farms Rd., Indianapolis
Brownsburg Meadows Healthcare
2 E. Tilden, Brownsburg
Washington Healthcare Center
8201 W. Washington St., Indianapolis

PUZZLE
SPONSORED
BY:
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We’re HOT when the sun’s NOT!

707 S. Madison Ave., Suite S -  
Smith Valley Rd. & US 31

317-884-3591

Check out our 
Super Tanning Specials!

30 Day Monthly 
Tanning Base Bed

Only $19.95
With this coupon. 
Expires 4/30/18. 
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PER VISIT.

Lotion Special
35% off any bottle
With this coupon. 
Expires 4/30/18. 
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PER VISIT.

CALL TODAY: (317) 300-8782

• BROWNSBURG • AVON • BEECH GROVE • 
• PERRY TOWNSHIP • DANVILLE • GARFIELD PARK • 

• FOUNTAIN SQUARE • PLAINFIELD •  
• CENTER GROVE • GREATER GREENWOOD • 

• FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP • SOUTHPORT •

PROVING NEWSPAPERS WORK – SINCE 1928

SOURCE: SMARI, INC.71%
DID YOU KNOW...

OF CENTER GROVE ICON  
READERS ARE INTERESTED 

IN FAMILY ACTIVITIES?

CENTER GROVE

Volume 4, Issue 13

Nov. 19 - Dec. 16, 2016

myICON.info

$50 OFF
 Some restrictions apply. Coupon must be pre-

sented at time of service. Cannot be combined 

with any other offers. Expires 12/31/16859-9999
CO88900054

ANY PLUMBING REPAIR
Happy Thanksgiving from the Carters!

Breath of fresh air  
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PASSED DOWN
 Center Grove’s newest football 

star Russ Yeast learns his skills  

            from former NFL player 

                  and his father, Craig
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Grove 
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Greenwood Public Library celebrates 100 years of reading, programming & service, made possible by community support   PAGES 4-5
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 Plumbing Family Tradition$25 OFF

 Some restrictions apply. Coupon must be pre-sented at time of service. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Expires 2/28/17

859-9999
CO88900054

ANY PLUMBING REPAIR

3 Generations of

$50 OFF
 Some restrictions apply. Coupon must be pre-
sented at time of service. Cannot be combined 
with any other offers. Expires 1/31/17

859-9999
CO88900054

ANY PLUMBING REPAIR

Merry Christmas from the Carters!
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Dec. 17, 2016 - Jan. 13, 2017

Nguncer Bualteng opens  
her second business, Mang Tha 

Insurance, on Nov. 1   Page 16
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ERIN
SMITH

A busy schedule doesn’t 
have to prevent you from 
taking steps toward a life-

style that fosters overall well-being. There 
are many easy, small changes you can make 
toward better living that can make a notice-
able impact.

1.  CHOOSE THE LONG ROUTE. For many people, 
it’s an automatic move to find the closest 
parking space or shortest distance to the 
door. With your lifestyle goals in mind, 
consider taking a different approach. 
Look for ways to work in more physical 
activity. Seek out a spot in the back of 
the parking lot as an opportunity to in-
crease your steps for the day, or choose 
the longer scenic route when walking 
your dog at the park for a more pleasant 
experience all-around.

2.  GO FOR GUILT-FREE SNACKS. Better living 
isn’t about giving up everything you 
like; it’s about balance and moderation. 
For example, Nonni’s Foods now makes 
a better-for-you chocolate chip thin 
cookie that lets you enjoy the indul-
gence without the guilt. Made with real, 

premium ingredients like dark choco-
late, crunchy California almonds and co-
conut oil, the individual portion packs 
are portable for the perfect on-the-go 
snack to satisfy cravings anytime, any-
where. Available in Double Chocolate, 
Almond Chocolate and Toasted Coco-
nut varieties, each pack contains three 
cookies that are low in sugar, fat and 
carbohydrates with an average of only 
100 calories total.

3.  TAKE TIME TO RECHARGE. Even when you’re 
strapped for time, carving out a few 
minutes for yourself each day to focus 
on your mental well-being is important. 
This can include simply enjoying a few 
moments of silence or something more 
specific like meditating or journaling. 
Busy people tend to carry more stress, 
so looking for ways to inject these calm-
ing activities into daily schedules can 
help keep you refreshed and bring you 
more happiness.

4.  PRACTICE SELF-CARE. Especially when 
you’re busy, it’s easy to slack on self-
care, but combine that with elevated 

Small changes for better living
FAMILY 

FEATURES

stress and you may be especially sus-
ceptible to not feeling your best. Give 
yourself a boost with a daily vitamin 
or try a warm bath with Epsom salt to 
soothe your senses. 

5.  SPACE OUT YOUR MEALS. Waiting hours to 
eat can cause people to overeat at ma-
jor mealtimes – especially dinner. Tak-
ing time to plan simple snacks through-

out the day helps ensure cravings are 
met and overeating is avoided when 
the dinner bell rings. Consider keeping 
a snack like Nonni’s Artisan Thin Choco-
late Chip Cookies on-hand for guilt-free 
snacking when hunger strikes. 

For more better-for-you snack ideas, visit 
nonnis.com.
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Richard Carl Schreiber
Richard Carl Schreiber, 74, died on Feb. 11, 
2018. Richard was born June 15, 1943, in De-
troit, Mich. Visitation and service was Feb. 16 
at G.H. Herrmann Greenwood Funeral Home, 
1605 S. State Rd. 135, Greenwood.

Bennie W. Schuck
Bennie W. Schuck, 74, of Greenwood died on 
March 1, 2018. He was born on Feb. 29, 1944 
in Madison, Ind. Services will be held at the 
convenience of the family. 

Randall Scott Wilson
Randall Scott Wilson, 61, of Greenwood, died 
on Friday afternoon, Feb. 23, 2018. Randy 
was born on May 10, 1956 in Batesville, Ind. 
Randy owned and operated Creative Ceram-
ic Tile for over 25 years. Funeral services for 
Randy was Feb. 28 at Wilson St. Pierre Funer-
al Service and Crematory-Greenwood Cha-
pel. Burial followed at Mount Pleasant Cem-
etery in Greenwood.

John M. Woolems
John M. Woolems, 75, of Greenwood, died 
on Feb. 10, 2018. He was born on May 5, 
1942 in Princeton, Ind. John proudly served 
his country in the United States Army, and 
fought in battle in the Dominican Republic 
in 1965. John was an iron worker for 40 years, 
most recently employed with GMI as an iron 
worker for 16 years, retiring in 1991. He was a 
member of the Iron Workers Local 22, Green-
wood VFW and American Legion. Services 
were Feb. 13 at Singleton Community Mortu-
ary and Memorial Center. Entombment with 
military honors followed to Forest Lawn Me-
morial Gardens.

FOR THE RECORD

OBITUARIES

Center Grove obituaries are printed free of charge and 
published once a month. Funeral directors are encouraged 
to send obituaries and photos to news@myicon.info.

By Pastor  
Chris Philbeck

I’m writing this month’s devotion the day 
after returning from a 10-day trip to India. This 
was my third time to India and each trip had 
one thing in common – the shedding of many 
tears. My visit began by meeting with five Af-
ghani pastors who are trying to share the gos-
pel with the reach the 400 to 500 Afghani refu-
gees who enter Delhi every day. One pastor’s 
story of conversion was incredibly moving. 
He was a detective in Kabul who encountered 
God’s Word by confiscating a copy of the Gos-
pel of Matthew. He was drawn to the words 
of Matthew 11:28, Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
That verse began his journey to faith in Christ. 
He became a pastor in the underground 
church and in November of 2014, a Taliban 
suicide bomber entered his church killing five 
people and wounded more, including himself. 
Now he serves refugees. Next I visited Mercy 
House for at risk girls who have been rescued 
or saved from the worst kind of human traf-
ficking. Watching their sweet faces as they 
sang about Jesus brought the tears. I visited a 
children’s home called Bal Bhavan (Children’s 
Palace) and heard stories of children found on 
the side of the road in plastic bags or rescued 
from train tracks. Then I saw those children 
today transformed by the love they received 
from people serving God by serving the in-
nocent. I met pastors who told their stories of 
persecution after converting from Hinduism 
to Christianity. One serves in Orissa in the east-
ern part of India, a place that has seen horrific 
persecution over the past 10 years. That pas-
tor, thru his tears, told his story about the kid-
napping and rape of his daughter, the burning 
of his home, the death of his wife and the bur-
den of caring for over 5,000 homeless Chris-
tians. I could go on, but I’ll stop there. Philip 
Yancey writes that there were three times 
when suffering drove Jesus to tears. It may 
sound strange, but I find a threefold blessing 
in that knowledge. First, because when Jesus 
encountered suffering he responded in the 
same way that I do. That comforts me. Second, 
in Jesus’ tears we see the heart of God which 
reminds us that God is not unmoved by suf-
fering and pain and the struggle around us. Fi-
nally, knowing this about Jesus makes me feel 
as if my tears draw me closer to his presence. 
And if that’s the case, I pray for the blessing of 
tears for all us. 

In Jesus’ tears,  
we see the heart of God

Chris Philbeck is senior pastor of  
Mount Pleasant Christian Church.  
You may email him at  
inquiry@mpccministry.com  
or call (317) 881-6727.

DEVOTIONAL

REALTORS

1OO

1918 - 2018

YOUR STORY 
STARTS HERE. 
TalkToTucker.com

The baby’s first birthday party. Your first real 

laundry room. Spot’s first – and last – tunnel to 

freedom. The thousands of little scenes that, over 

time, turn houses into home. For 100 years we’ve 

been writing Indiana’s real estate story. We work 

and live in your neighborhood and we’re proud to 

be part of your history. Start or continue your story 

at TalkToTucker.com.
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Sneha Dave
College sophomore overcomes health barriers to climb Mount Kilimanjaro,  

with her sights set on all Seven Summits

Compiled by Nicole Davis

Sneha Dave has always been fascinated 
by stories about mountaineering. But for 
some time, a chronic health condition 
made scaling even a few flights of stairs 
nearly impossible.

That obstacle didn’t keep Dave from her 
dream of climbing the Seven Summits, the 
highest peak in each of the seven conti-
nents. At the end of 2017, she made the 
first step, reaching Mount Kilimanjaro at 
19,341 feet in Tanzania, Africa.

A sophomore at Indiana University, Dave 
has advocated for youth with chronic ill-
nesses since her time at Center Grove High 
School. She was diagnosed with the ulcer-
ative colitis, an inflammatory bowel disease, 
at age 6. The condition flared up in middle 
school, which necessitated five years of par-

tial schooling while she received treatment 
at Riley Hospital for Children.

During her junior year of high school, 
Dave organized a leadership day for teens 
with chronic conditions to help others 
transition back to school. She also created 
Crohn’s and Colitis Young Adults Network, 
a newsletter to support and encourage 
youth coping with the condition.

At IU, Dave began advocating on a larger 
scale. She works with the advisory board for 
Pfizer pharmaceutical company to bridge 
the patient-pharmaceutical gap. This po-
sition has led to speaking opportunities 
across the U.S. She’s advocated at United 
Nations summits, speaking about the third 
Sustainable Development Goal to ensure 
“healthy lives and (promote) the well-being 
for all at all ages,” according to un.org.

Personally, Dave enjoys hiking with her 
family and otherwise spending time out-
doors. Last December, they embarked on 
their biggest adventure yet, with a goal to 
reach Kilimanjaro’s summit.

The family — including Sneha and her 
dad, mother and older sister — departed on 
Dec. 19 and began the climb on Dec. 21. All 
but Dave’s mother summitted on Dec. 25.

“It is definitely very mentally challeng-
ing,” Dave said. “I had to train a lot more 
than my dad and the rest of my family. I 
had undergone a lot this past year, which 
made my bones a lot weaker. The whole 
process of being able to do constant up-
hill with little oxygen was new to me.”

Dave even passed out from dehydration 
while she was brushing her teeth, but she 
pushed her way to the peak. The group 

took it a little easier that day.
“I feel great,” she said. “The top was anticli-

matic. You have such little oxygen you just 
want to get down. The wind is so hard that 
if you stay for too long you’ll get a rash on 
your face. It was amazing when I got down, 
and the next day was amazing, too. The ac-
tual summit was very uncomfortable.”

Dave’s not done yet. She has her sights 
set next on 18-510-foot-tall Mount El-
brus in Russia, then Mount Aconcagua, at 
22,837 feet, in Argentina. She’ll keep go-
ing until she’s pursued all seven.

Dave shared about her experience with 
Riley Hospital for Children at rileykids.
org/stories/blog/everything-is-possible-a.
html#.WmIFB66nGpo.

Here, learn more about our March ICON 
of the Month, Sneha Dave.

What do you consider your greatest vir-
tue?  Simple and honest living. 

What is most upsetting to you?  Some 
people don’t believe in climate change 
or preserving the environment, yet they 
enjoy hiking. There would be little or 
no hiking or enjoying nature, obviously, 
without preservation. 

What do you like most about living 
in Center Grove?  I have lived in 
Center Grove for a few years now, so 
I love coming back from college and 
remembering the old days! 

If you had to live anywhere else in the 
Metro Indianapolis area, where would it 
be?  The arts district in Indianapolis. 

If you could begin life over, what would 
you change?  I would live near the 
mountains or a place where there are lots 
of opportunities to be in nature.  

If money were no issue, how would you 
spend it?  I would either buy a yacht or 
an RV. I love boats and have had some 
awesome experiences RVing in Alaska 
and California. Other than that, I probably 
wouldn’t spend much besides on food!  

What makes you happiest?  I love to 
be around mountains and just hiking in 
general. I have always loved the wilderness. 

What is your favorite vacation spot?  
Arusha, Tanzania.

What do you do with idle time?  I like to 
read, hike and rock climb. 

What would you change about 
our culture if you could?  
We live in an incredibly 
materialistic society, 
and I wish we could 
practice minimalism. 
I think it is 
important to put 
the environment 
first, because we 
only have one! It 
is disappointing 
to see negligence 
toward the 
environment, 
however, I believe 
it is something 
everyone can 
pay attention to 
more. 

How do you 
escape from 
reality?  I either 
read or go to 
nature. 

What do you love 
most in life?  The 
greatest loves of 
my life besides my 
family are reading and 
spending time in nature.  

Which living person in Center Grove do 
you most admire?  As cheesy as it sounds, 

it would by far be my mom. She is 
absolutely the funniest and 

most compassionate human 
I have met and I could not 

live without her. 

What quality do you 
like most in a man?  I 

would like to make 
sure any man has 
basic feminist values. 

What quality do 
you like most in 
a woman?  I like 
most when women 
speak their mind 

and are confident 
in whatever they 
pursue. Also, I think 

it is important that 
we stop doubting 

ourselves!  

What is your 
greatest 
extravagance?  
The amount I 
spend at coffee 

shops.

What are your 
fears/phobias?  
As ironic as it 
is, I am slightly 

afraid of heights. 

What has been the happiest time of 
your life?  Hiking and climbing with my 
family. My happiest times have been with 
family in nature and most recently during 
our climb to Mount Kilimanjaro. 

Which talent would you most like to 
possess?  I would like to possess the 
talents of Alex Honnold, arguably one of 
the greatest climbers to have ever existed. 

What do you most value in your 
friends?  People who are honest, 
passionate and driven to be better.  

Which historical figure do you most 
admire?  Tom Wicker, a New York Times 
journalist who was an observer during the 
Attica prison uprising of 1971. I believe 
we often place emphasis on the work 
of politicians, but without people like 
Tom Wicker, who genuinely stood up for 
human rights domestically, it would be a 
more unjust world.

What is your greatest regret?  Every 
challenge is just a part of learning and 
growing, and for this reason I don’t  
regret anything. 

What tenet do you live by?  I believe 
strongly in stoicism. 

“Very little is needed to make a happy life; it is 
all within yourself, in your way of thinking.” 

— Marcus Antonius Aurelius
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Express Employment 
partners with  

Penn Foster to launch 
ExpressLearn

Economy – Unemployment is cur-
rently at an all-time low. In Johnson 
County the unemployment rate has 
dropped to 2.5 percent in December 
2017. The current economic condi-
tions have employers trying to figure 
out how they are going to hire skilled 
workers and job seekers wondering 
how they are going to get the train-
ing and skills that employers are de-
manding. Due to this trend, Express 
Employment Professionals recently 
launched ExpressLearn. ExpressLearn 
is an educational program that is of-
fered to Express associates that will 
provide them with the opportunity 
to enroll in a variety of Penn Foster 
online courses for free! Associates of 
Express can gain access to 19 courses 
that range from industrial to skilled 
trades/advanced manufacturing to 
even administrative focused courses. 
For more details on what courses are 
offered, as well as the application 
process of the program, visit  
expresspros.com/ExpressLearn.

Three Center Grove 
High School seniors 

named National Merit 
Scholar Finalists

Academics – Center Grove High School 
(CGHS) seniors Saransh Garg, Madi-
son L. Hodges, and Hannah Moss were 
named National Merit Scholar Final-
ists by the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation. The CGHS students were 
chosen from among 16,000 semifinal-
ists who submitted a detailed applica-
tion and provided information about 
their academic records, participation 
in school and community activities, 
demonstrated leadership abilities, and 
honors and awards. To be considered, 
students must also have outstand-
ing academic records throughout 
high school, be endorsed and recom-
mended by an official from their high 
schools, and submit essays and SAT 
scores. The 2018 National Merit Schol-
arship winners will be announced in a 
series of four nationwide news releases 
beginning in April.

Mt. Auburn UMC 
welcomes new director 

of contemporary 
worship

Faith - Mt. Auburn United Methodist 
Church, 3100 W. Stones Crossing Rd., 
Greenwood, announced 
Andrew Hamilton as its 
new director of contem-
porary worship. A native 
of Fairland, Ind., he ar-
rives at Mt. Auburn UMC 
to lead the praise team 
and 10:30 a.m. worship service, as the 
church begins their Lenten season in 
preparation for Easter. In 2010, An-

drew enrolled in Crossroads Bible Col-
lege and graduated with a degree in 
leadership and ministry. While attend-
ing Crossroads, Andrew became the 
worship pastor at Garfield Christian 
Church, where he served for the past 
seven years. Andrew is also involved 
in an award-winning christian rock 
band called FOLLOWER, preaching the 
gospel. He has also been involved in 
many other ministries including the 
Great Banquet and Kairos prison min-
istry. On a personal note, Hamilton has 
been married to his wife Stacy for nine 
years. They have three children, Jacob, 
Gabriel and a baby girl due in March. 
More information can be found at 
mtauburnumc.org.

From left, Saransh Garg, Hannah Moss, and 
Madison Hodges.

ICONICrewind

Puzzles & Answers
SEE PAGE 27

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE:
Songs:  BAD BLOOD, FEARLESS,
FIFTEEN, LOVE, MEAN, RED;
Boats:  CANOE, KAYAK, SCHOONER,  
SKIFF, YACHT;
Counties:  CARROLL, CASS, CLAY, CLINTON;
Fruits:  MANGO, PAPAYA, PINEAPPLE;
Items:  STARS, TORCH;
School:  WALNUT GROVE

Q&A 
ON PAGE 5

1. C
2. A
3. B
4. C
5. B

ADVERTISE TODAY!  CALL ROBIN TEASLEY  (317) 525-2440.

SHOP LOCAL

Lawncare and Tree removaL ServiceS

Emergency or Scheduled Services
317-626-5973

TREE REMOVAL

HAULING

VISIT ONLINE:  
mycgicon.com



3 Generations of

Plumbing 
Family 
Tradition
Locally Owned and Operated 
Kelson Carter, Prince of Plumbing

CO
88

90
00

54

Plumbing  Service Call

$150 OFF
ANY GAS OR ELECTRIC

WATER HEATER
$300 OFF TANKLESS

Not valid with any other offers. Some restrictions 
apply. Coupon must be presented at time of service. 

SAVE$50
ANY PLUMBING REPAIR

OR DRAIN CLEANING

1. DRAIN WATER HEATER
2. PLUMBING & SUMP PUMP EXAM
3. KITCHEN DRAIN TREATMENT - BIO CLEAN

Reg. $129. Not valid with any other offers. 
Cannot combine offers. Some restrictions  
apply. Coupon must be presented at time of service.

$49*SPRING-
CLEANING

*29 with repair

FREE*

Not valid with any other offers. Cannot combine 
offers. Some restrictions apply. Coupon must be 
presented at time of service. 

* With repair. Some restrictions apply. Coupon must 
be presented at time of service. Cannot be com-
bined with any other offers. 

 Water Heater Repair & Replacements
 Basement Flood Prevention & Backup Systems
 Drain Cleaning
 Tankless Water Heaters - Free Estimates
 Water Softeners & Saltless Conditioners
 Gas Lines & Gas Repairs

 Toilet & Faucet Repairs
 Sump & Sewage Pumps
 Hose Spigots Repaired or Added
 Electronic  Leak Detection - Under Slab Leaks
 Garbage Disposal Replacement
 Trenching & Backhoe Services

Schedule on line at www.CartersMyPlumber.com

BUSTED HOSE BIBB?
This harsh winter may have caused 
your hose bibb to freeze and crack.  Be 
sure to double check all Hose Bibbs for 
leaks, especially in the crawl space of 
your home.

ALL TYPES OF PLUMBING REPAIR & REPLACEMENT

859-9999




