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Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Nicole Davis at 
300-8782 or email her 
at news@myICON.info. 
Remember, our news 
deadlines are several 
days prior to print. 

Contact the Editor

Center Grove ICON 
reaches a vast segment 
of our community.
For information about 
reaching our readers,  
call Brian Ruckle at  
300-8782 or email him at 
bruckle@icontimes.com.
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Sibling pride - Henry Kappes gives his sister, Alana, a first grader, a hug after 
she got her hair cut as part of Saints Francis & Clare Catholic School’s Faith in Ac-
tion event. The Donate-A-Thon, in partnership with Pantene Beautiful Lengths, 
encourages participants with at least 8 inches of hair to donate to the American 
Cancer Society to create wigs.
 Photo by Nicole Davis

ICONIC 
briefs

Build a better world  
this summer

Literacy - Read, create and dis-
cover during the Summer Learning 
Program at Johnson County Public 
Library. “Build a Better World” runs 
now through July 31. Everyone in 
the family can earn prizes for read-
ing, attending library programs and 
other fun activities at the library. 
Each branch has lots of programs 
for all ages throughout the summer. 
Visit pageafterpage.org/programs to 
learn more and sign up.

American  
Cancer Society seeks 

volunteer drivers
Transportation - Without access to 
reliable transportation, cancer pa-
tients are unable to get regular treat-
ment. Every driver has what it takes 
to save lives. The American Cancer 
Society is seeking volunteer drivers 
willing to donate their passenger 
seat to transport patients to their 
cancer-related treatment through 
the Road To Recovery program. To 
volunteer, all you need is a valid 
driver’s license, a safe and reliable 
vehicle, and proof of insurance. Driv-
ers must be at least 18 years old and 
have a good driving record. The So-
ciety conducts criminal background 
and driving record checks on all driv-
ers and provides free training. Those 
interested can call (800) 227-2345 or 
visit cancer.org/drive.
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By Rick Morwick

Some teams talk about state champion-
ships, and others dream about them.

Not so for the Center Grove softball 
team. The Trojans neither talk nor dream 
about state titles. 

They expect them.
“Our goal every year is for state,” said 

Jordyn Rudd, a junior catcher who speaks 
from experience.

One of the state’s, if not the nation’s, 
top high school players, Rudd helped 
lead the Trojans to their IHSAA state-re-
cord sixth state championship in 2015. 
She was only a freshman.

Today, Rudd is a junior and well-steeped 
in the Trojans’  sterling state championship 
tradition. And if they accomplish their mis-
sion of winning a seventh  this spring, suffice 
it to say Rudd will be a major reason why.

A three-year starter who put up stun-
ning stats her first two seasons, she is pro-
ducing Star Wars numbers this campaign. 

The top slugger in a lineup packed with 
firepower, she is hitting an astonishing 
.696 with team-high totals of 10 home 
runs and 29 RBIs. She also has two doubles 
and, as a result of her dynamic junior sea-
son, has a career batting average above 
500 and 20 career home runs.

A Northwestern University recruit who 
verbally committed as a freshman, Rudd 
attributes her production to a simple 
source: dedication.

“I work a lot outside of practice and 
with the team,” she said. “I work a lot on 
my technique, and it’s paying off. My goal 
is just to go out there and hit the ball and 
move runners around for my team, we all 
take part in that, too… We all work on our 
hitting just to be better for the team.”

Collectively, the Trojans are hitting a 
staggering .433 and have scored 150 runs 
in 14 games. Little wonder they are, again, 
poised for a run for the Class 4A state 
championship. They are ranked No. 3 in 
the 4A state poll and have set the winning 

state championship as their sole objective.
“We’ve got a good chance of reaching 

state, and I think we can do it as long as 
we keep working,” Rudd said. “Our confi-
dence level is high right now. We just want 
to keep working and getting better. That’s 
our goal right now.

“We believe we can win every game as 
long as we all work together and just keep 
the confidence up and our energy up.”

Center Grove has been to the state 
finals an IHSAA-record 12 times and 
reached the championship game a record 
10 times. Of their six championships, five 
have come under the leadership of 26th-
year head coach Russ Milligan, the win-
ningest softball coach state history.

In light of that legacy, it’s easy to un-
derstand why the Trojans don’t talk about 
championships. They go about the busi-
ness of winning them.

“That’s our goal every year,” Rudd said. 
“Milligan wants to win state, but we also 
want to. We’re doing it for our whole team.”

Jordyn Rudd. Submitted photo

NAME: 
Jordyn Rudd

HIGH SCHOOL: 
Words words

YEAR:  Junior

SPORT:  Softball

POSITION:  Catcher

EXPERIENCE: 
Three-year  
varsity starter

ATHLETIC BACKGROUND: 
Begin playing 
softball at age 9; 
formerly competed in 

gymnastics and track 
and field but gave up 
those sports to focus 
on softball

COLLEGE PLANS:  
Verbally committed 
to continue softball 
career at Northwestern 
University

FAVORITE TV SHOW: 
Grey’s Anatomy

FAVORITE MOVIE: 
Benchwarmers

PARENTS: 
James & Michele Rudd

THE RUDD FILE

Athlete of the Month 
Jordyn Rudd

CENTER GROVE

COMMUNITY

Center Grove 
News Quiz

1 Tried & True Alehouse owner 
Laura Gladish said it had been 

her husband’s dream for more than 
30 years to own, a what?

❏ A. Brew pub
❏ B. Restaurant
❏ C. Cleaning Business
❏ D. Greenhouse

2 Center Grove Middle School 
Central teacher Andrea McCoy 

was named Teacher of the Year by the 
corporation. What does she teach?

❏ A. English
❏ B. Science
❏ C. Special Education
❏ D. Physical Education

3 How many meals 
did Mount Pleasant 

Christian Church intend to 
pack during its Change the 
World meal packing event?

❏ A. 500  ❏ B. 3,000
❏ C. 400,000 ❏ D. 1 million

4 The Jasperstrong Shootout 
Cancer basketball event held  

in April was to benefit 6th grader 
Jasper Lenglade. Who did Jasper say 
he was excited to watch play  
in the tournament?

❏ A.  The high school 
principal

❏ B. The Chick-fil-A cow
❏ C.  Organizer  

Olivia Wright
❏ D. His dad

5 VFW and American Legion 
Posts of Johnson County will 

host a Biscuits & Gravy Breakfast 
on Memorial Day, 7:30 - 10:30 a.m., 
to benefit the Johnson County 
Community ______ Fund.

❏ A. Veterans
❏ B. Van
❏ C. Senior
❏ D. Access

How well do you know your 
Center Grove community?  

Test your current event 
knowledge each month  

with a little Q&A!

ANSWERS ON PAGE 27
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By Nicole Davis

For 12 years now, VFW 
and American Legion Posts of Johnson 
County have partnered to provide a Bis-
cuits & Gravy Breakfast, in support of a 
cause that helps disabled veterans in John-
son County stay healthy.

This year’s breakfast, on Memorial weekend, 
May 27, 7:30 - 10:30 a.m. at the New Whiteland 
VFW Post #6978, will accept donations of $3 
to $5 per meal. This will benefit the Johnson 
County Community Van Fund at the Johnson 
County Community Foundation, which pro-
vides transportation to local veterans.

“For 12 years now, (the Greenwood) Bob 
Evans has been donating the biscuits & gravy,” 
said Virgil Kappes, coordinator for the county 
van service. “Brenda Irwin, the manager, has 
supported us the last 12 years. The money we 
raise for our vans, we can’t thank the service 
organizations enough: three American Le-
gions, two VFWs, plus Eagles and Elks.”

The Disabled Veterans Transportation Fund 
began 15 years ago, in partnership with Ac-
cess Johnson County, transporting disabled 
veterans to VA clinics. Veterans must call 24 
hours in advance of their appointment and 
Access Johnson County will pick them up at 
their home and take them to and from the VA 
clinic. This fund has taken more than 15,700 
patients to the VA since its inception.

“Over the years, we found out we were 
running into a problem of veterans not 
going to the VA, not having transporta-
tion, too old to drive,” Kappes said. “So we 
started the Johnson County Veterans Van 
Fund. This was started by Access. We will 
pick them up and take them to the stores, 
banks, any medical needs. The biggest need 
we found our veterans have is when their 
spouse is in the nursing home. They aren’t 
driving and don’t know how to get there.”

Kappes said the Johnson County Com-
munity Van Fund began a year ago last 

May, with funds managed by the Johnson 
County Community Foundation. Veterans 
can request transport to the grocery store, 
pharmacy, doctor’s office, Johnson Coun-
ty Memorial Hospital, Community South 
Hospital or a nursing home. They must call 
Access Johnson County, (317) 738-5523, 48 
hours in advance. The van service is avail-
able Monday through Friday, 6:30 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m. Last quarter, the program helped 
take 91 people to different appointments.

“The western part of Johnson County, the 
vets in Center Grove, Bargersville, Ninevah, 
we have a harder time reaching those peo-
ple,” Kappes said. “All veterans in Johnson 
County need to realize we have services for 
them... Our motto is veterans helping veter-
ans. We’re just trying to help them maintain 
a good standard of medical healthcare.”

Kappes said he encourages anyone with in-
terest in the program to join them on Memorial 
Day and learn how it benefits the community.

“It’s the thanks you get from the veter-
ans,” he said. “There’s a veteran in Bargers-
ville. I pick him up to take him to meet-
ings. He’s living alone. He has cancer in the 
throat. No one is there to monitor him. One 
day I won’t be able to drive and someone 
will have to help me out.”

Provide a ride
Johnson County VFWs, Legions raise money with  

Biscuits & Gravy Breakfast, for disabled veteran transportation

An Access Johnson County van. Photo courtesy of Access Johnson Co. Facebook

FEATURE

COMMUNITY

LEADING AND 
COMMUNICATING 
ACROSS 
GENERATIONS

Understand the science of 
generational differences and 
how people can differ along 
generational lines. Diagnose 
your own generational 
worldview and learn best 
practices to communicate and 
lead across generational divides.

Franklin College Dietz Center
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15TH
9 A.M. - NOON

$49.00 per person - LJC and FC alumni,  
Franklin and Greenwood Chamber members

$59.00 per person - General public

PRESENTED BY
Dr. Carolyn Goerner 
IU Kelly School of Business
Clinical Professor of Management & Entrepreneurship

https://franklincollege-ubsru.formstack.com/
forms/leading_and_communicating_2017

Questions?  kkasting@franklincollege.edu

12th Annual Biscuits 
& Gravy Breakfast

May 27  •  7:30-10:30 a.m.

New Whiteland VFW Post #6978 
215 US 31, Whiteland

$3-5 donation
INFO:  (317) 535-4041
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ICONIC 
TWEET

CG Ed Foundation
@CGEdFoundation
posted on March 4

"Proud to partner with  
CGHS as the award sponsor 

for this year’s Top 20 Banquet. 
Congratulations  and best wishes 

for your future success!"
– at Center Grove High School

COMMUNITY

HISTORY &
ARCHITECTURE

Students gather at the Center Grove High School library in the early 2000s. Could they be 
discussing a senior prank?. Submitted Photo

By Jeff Beck

Center Grove senior boys always 
seemed to have some type of prank 
near graduation: from a live rooster 
which was turned loose in the office 
of the high school principal who was 
said to be afraid of chickens, to the 
story I am sharing.

The town of Waterloo is located 
south of Center Grove High School, 
one mile on Morgantown Road. Res-
idents probably know the area best 
as the former Don’s Garage at the in-
tersection of Smokey Row Road and 
Morgantown Road. Don’s Garage 
was purchased from Joe Duncan 
with its original owner being the 
Pennington family. 

The business still operates, serving 
the community. 

South of the intersection used to 
be an old water tower owned by Barg-
ersville Utilities.  This water tower has 
since been razed.

The Bargersville town marshal was 
responsible for turning on the water 
pump each evening near Smith Val-
ley Road and State Road 37 to fill the 
tower. Town marshal, Chelsea Doty, 
was said to park her police vehicle 
under the water tower overflow pipe, 
taking a short nap while the tow-
er was filled. Once filled, the water 
came out, overflowing on the police 
car. The marshal returned promptly 
to the Smith Valley Road pumping 
station to turn off the pump power.

Bargersville seniors decided as a 
prank to connect garden hoses and 
attach them to the water outlet of a 
home near the tower. Seniors waited 
until the marshal fell asleep, turned 
on the water and created an upward 
stream falling on marshal’s vehicle 
simulating the tower being full. The 
marshal as protocol hurriedly returned 
to Smith Valley to shut off the pump.

Town residents were complaining 
of no water or very little pressure 
for two days to the town of Bargers-
ville officials. The prank was finally 
discovered when the seniors’ par-
ents came to Selch’s hardware store 
to buy garden hoses as theirs had 
disappeared. The seniors went on to 
graduate, as no harm was done to 
the school or its property.  

I have no knowledge of how com-
munity received name of “Waterloo.” 
Talking with senior members of the 
community, they cannot recall this 
information. I would happy to learn  
how the  community obtained its 
name; let me know if you can help. 
Please remember to date and sign 
back of your photos, family and histo-
ry buffs will appreciate your kindness.

Waterfall of a senior prank

Jeff Beck is a lifelong Bargersville 
resident who has a passion for the 
history of the Center Grove area. He 
has authored the books, Bargersville 
and Center Grove: Unveiling the Past.

America’s only 
launched wing coaster, 
the #1 wooden coaster 
in the nation, and 
the 2 longest water 
coasters in the world. 
For reals. 

2 WORLD-CLASS 
PARKS. 1 LOW PRICE.
FREE SOFT DRINKS!  
FREE PARKING!  
FREE SUNSCREEN!

FOR THE

BIGGEST DISCOUNTS, GO ONLINE.
NEW!

PICK YOUR PRICE
CALENDAR!
Exclusively at HolidayWorld.com/SAVE

USE PROMO CODE: DISCOUNT853

USE THIS COUPON

OR SAVE AT THE FRONT GATE.
GENERAL ADMISSION TICKETS
Save $6 in May | Save $4 in June
Save $2 in July & August
GUEST-UNDER-54”/
SENIOR (AGE 60+) ADMISSION
Save $2 All Season

One coupon valid for up to 8 discounts. No double discounts. Expires Sept. 16, 2017.

*853*
#853
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By Nicole Davis

When you make 
short-term goals in the fitness realm, they 
just keep growing. For Center Grove resi-
dent Dave Bowers, it started with a goal 
to win a city bodybuilding show. 

Then he figured he was good enough 
for a state show, then regional, then na-
tional. He has gotten to the top five at the 
NPC Junior USA national competition. He 
started judging these shows profession-
ally, still competes, and now he’s hosting 
and promoting his own shows, too.

“I feel like I owe this sport everything,” 
he said. “The discipline the sport gives 
you, you pull that into other realms of 
your life: family and business. I wouldn’t 
be as successful as I am today if it wasn’t 
for bodybuilding.”

Dave grew up in Cincinnati, Ohio, en-

tering into the Marine Corps at 17 years 
old. There, he had a commanding officer 
who was a bodybuilder. 

“I picked up lifting, wanting to emulate 
him, with zero thought of being a body-
builder,” Dave said. 

Once he was out of the Marines, re-
turning home to Cincinnati, he met some 
bodybuilders at the gym. One of the men 
invited him to a bodybuilding show. Dave 
at first said no, but eventually went to 
watch the Mr. Ohio show, and left think-
ing he would give it a try. He prepped for 
a year before competing in Mr. Cincinnati. 

“I won every class I was in: novice, over-
all junior and overall competitor,” he said. 
“A week later, I did a regional show and 
got whooped. The Cincinnati show was a 
high school show with small, tiny feel. The 
Beverly International show was big-time 

feel, big stage, big lights. There were 37 
guys in my class. I got 12th. From there, it 
dug into me, passion wise.”

His goal was to return to that regional 
show, Beverly International in Kentucky, and 
win. He did just that in 2011. Since he start-
ed his competitive bodybuilding journey in 
2005, he has won 13 class and overall titles, 
including being named Mr. Indiana in 2016.

Working full-time as a sales manager 
R/VP for Road Runner Freight, serving 
the company’s eastern U.S. sales territory, 
Dave spends much of his time traveling. 

Dave competes every other year. He’s 
in an off season currently, still training 
five days a week. He trains six to seven 
days a week during competition season. 
With his busy schedule, it’s not the physi-
cal training that’s tough. It’s dietary. He 
preps all of his food. While traveling for 
work, the hotels need to have a kitchen 
so he can cook. He says his family is sup-
portive and helps him with the meal prep, 
packing and more. He and his wife of 15 
years, Bethany, have four children.

Dave has served as a judge for the Na-
tional Physique Committee (NPC) in Indi-
ana for nearly five years now. Last year, he 
decided to become a promoter, hosting 
two of NPC’s nine shows in Indiana: Mid-
west Battle of the Champions and the In-
diana State Championships. These shows 
are national qualifiers. The first show he 
promoted was in April of 2016.

As a promoter, Dave said he likes to use 
his own history and experiences and in-
corporate the best parts into the shows. 

“I’m building the show I’ve always 
dreamed of being involved in, taking 
segments of my previous bodybuilding 
competitions to make it special for the 
athletes,” he said. “I have specialty awards: 

best poser, best conditioning, most mus-
cular and best new competitor award.”

The first Midwest Battle of the Cham-
pions that Dave hosted had 112 ath-
letes participate. This April, the show 
had 153 athletes.

“The talent was insane,” Dave said.
The show is structured into three 

parts: judging in the morning, an eve-
ning show and then finals, where the 
participants show off for the audience 
and the awards are presented. Dave 
said his family comes from Cincinnati to 
help with the event, supporting his ef-
forts by wearing ‘Team Bowers’ shirts.

The next show, the 2017 NPC Indiana 
State Championships, will take place Aug. 
12 at the Egyptian Room in the Murat 
Theater. There will be a free posing clinic 
for competitors on Aug. 5. Those inter-
ested can find the registration form at 
davebowersproductions.com.

Recently, Dave announced that Indiana 
will have its own International Federa-
tion of Bodybuilding and Fitness (IFBB) 
Indy Pro show next year, March 31, 2018. 
The show, a worldwide qualifier, will 
have Men’s Open Bodybuilding class, 212 
Bodybuilding and Bikini class and will 
continue to add other divisions as the 
show grows. This makes Dave the seventh 
North American promoter for open body 
building and 212 body building.

As for his own competitive side, Dave will 
compete again in 2018. He intends to go to 
the 2018 AAU North American competition. 
At his own fall show, he plans to guest pose. 

“I’m looking to amp it up next year,” 
he said, later continuing: “But at the 
end of the day, if I was to quit this 
sport of bodybuilding which will never 
happen, I’m happy.”

Center Grove bodybuilder Dave Bowers to host 
NPC’s Indiana State Championship

Dave Bowers shows off the trophies that were awarded at the 2016 Midwest Battle of the Champions in April.     Right, Bethany and Dave Bowers. Submitted Photos

COMMUNITY

COVER STORY

JUST KEEP 
BUILDING
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Getting to know  
Brooke ...

What’s some advice you wish someone 
had given you when you were younger?
Stay young and don’t grow up too quickly. 
Enjoy the journey. Make mistakes but learn 
from them. Appreciate the little moments. 
Smile and find something positive to reflect 
on every single day. Happiness is a choice.  
Live with no regrets. Follow your dreams 
and let no one stop you. Your dreams and 
passions are Your calling. Never ever give 
up. If you never give up- you can never be 
beaten. Get out of your comfort zone. Try 
something new. Allow yourself to grow, 
evolve, transform. You have one chance at 
this thing called life. Get the most out of it. 

In your school-age years, is there a 
person who had a significant impact 
on you? Who and why?
My dad. My dad always wanted a boy and 
well, by the third girl... my parents were 
pretty much done. So, I did all the sports. 
Dad coached me in softball and basketball 
for eight years! I definitely was the tomboy 
of the sisters! When I was in fourth grade, 
my dad was diagnosed with Hodgkins 
Lymphoma Stage 2B and it was wrapped 
around his Aorta. At a young age, I learned 
how quickly you can lose someone you love 
and I got lucky - my dad was a fighter. Dad 
owned - and still owns his own business. 
He is a CPA and even during his chemo 
treatments he continued to work 16 hour 
days to provide for our family. And he beat 
cancer! That fight in him taught me how to 
fight. My mental fortitude- comes from him. 

What do you do in your free time?
In my free time from work, bodybuilding, 
obstacle course racing - I love to hike and 
take my dogs on walks. I love trail running. 
I pretty much live at the gym and should 
probably put in for my change of address 
soon so my mail goes there! I faithfully am 
there 7 days a week, sometimes two times 
a day. I really love biking the Cultural 
Trail and Monon Trail. I run the Canal 
Downtown a lot and train by running the 
stairs at the War Memorial. I really enjoy 
reading and doing puzzles (yes I’m 27 
going on 70). Live music is a huge love of 
mine- any and all types.

What are some goals you’d like  
to accomplish in the coming years?
September 2017 I am representing 
Indiana at the United States OCR 
Championships. October 2017 I am 
representing the USA for the 3rd time 
at the OCR World Championships. After 
that, in 2018 I would love nothing 
more to get my Pro Card in Figure 
Bodybuilding. I try to not plan too far 
ahead because nothing I plan ever really 
works out exactly the way I intend. I just 
kind of “blow with the wind” and let my 
passions lead me wherever they may.

By Nicole Davis

If the challenge is call-
ing, Center Grove resi-

dent Brooke Van Paris will step up to it. This 
time, that challenge was personal - her first 
bodybuilding competition. She competed 
in the Midwest Battle of the Champions in 
April and won in her Figure class. 

Van Paris is a Center Grove High School 
graduate. On Oct. 29, 2009, her sophomore 
year at IU, she was leaving class and was 
involved in a head-on car accident. Her car 
spun around twice, with the engine coming 
through the car, trapping her inside. Van Paris 
wore a cast going from her fingertips to her 
elbows, on both arms, for two years. She still 
graduated college in four and a half years.

She ran her first obstacle course race in 
October of 2014, an easy three-mile course 
with homemade obstacles. Through the 
next 12 months, Van Paris ran 48 obstacle 
course races. She represented the U.S., for 
her first time, at the Obstacle Course Racing 
World Championships in October 2015.

In 2016, Van Paris was chosen out of 6,500 
applicants for the Fox TV show, American 
Grit. Athletes were chosen for this reality 
competition for their “never give up at-
titude.” The 10-week season began in April 
2016. Van Paris was eliminated in the sec-
ond episode, due to hypothermia.

That didn’t stop her. She competed again 
in the OCR World Championships in 2016, 
and will again this year. 

In the meantime, she had been prepping 
for her first bodybuilding competition. Van 
Paris spent part of 2016 residing in Texas, but 
couldn’t stay away from home for too long. 

She returned to Center Grove at the end of 
January, 2017. She had begun training for 
her first-ever bodybuilding show after the 
OCR World Championship in October. 

Training for a show takes a lot of time and 
dedication, Van Paris explained, carefully 
monitoring what you eat, how you eat, which 
exercises to do and when, and learning how 
to pose for once she finally got on stage.

“A lot of people don’t realize what goes 
into it. It gets tough. You’re the person who 
keeps yourself accountable. It’s very mental,” 
she said. “One of the hardest parts for me, 
as a female, is when you get a certain body 
fat percentage. I started at 137 pounds, 17 
percent body fat. When I hit stage, I was 
148 pounds and seven percent body fat. 
For women, your essential fats, the lowest 
women should be is 10-13 percent. So when 
you get under that, things start happening 
to your body that are under your control. 
Your hormone levels are out of whack. You 
get emotional all the time. I started hav-
ing hot flashes. When I would go to take my 
dogs out, I would have three sweatshirts, two 
coats, three pairs of sweatpants. But the most 
motivating part, every morning, you wake up 
and see different muscles and things.”

Her hard work paid off, and Van Paris said 
the day of the show was one of the best 
days of her life. 

“Stage day, I felt like I had already won,” 
Van Paris said. “Not comparing myself to oth-
er people, but for my own personal journey, 
to know that I made it and didn’t shortcut 
anything. I had accomplished something for 
myself. Before I stepped on stage, I was in a 
great mood. The hard work is over with. It’s 
time to just show everyone where we got.”

Van Paris competed in both the open and 
novice class - class B for anyone taller than 5’7. 

“My group of girls was awesome,” she 
said. “Everyone was there to have fun and 
support each other.”

Between shows, Van Paris went with her 
family to Scotty’s Brewhouse, where she 
could finally order anything off the menu 
that she desired, and recalls the best burger 
on a pretzel bun that she will never forget. 
After, they returned to the Murat Theater 
where the show was being held.

“Every person in the novice group, you 
go out by yourself, do your turns and line 
up on the side,” Van Paris said. “They call the 
top five back out. They call fifth, fourth, third 
and I’m standing there like please don’t call 
my number yet. They call second place and 
it was overwhelming because they hadn’t 
called my number. I realized I had won the 
show for the novice Class B division. I had 
so many tears. All of my hard work, blood, 
sweat, tears, early mornings and hardships 
from the last eight months had all been ac-
knowledged. It was a good feeling.”

Van Paris came in second in the Open Fig-
ure Class B.

“My family and I got together after that 
and hit up IHOP,” Van Paris said. “I got a 
chicken fajita egg white omelet and a stack 
of three birthday cake pancakes, mozzarella 
sticks and a diet coke. That was my meal I 
had been dreaming of. Now I’m on a reverse 
diet. In order to prevent massive weight 
gain, you have to gradually reintroduce 
foods over the next two months.”

Van Paris will take a year off from body-
building, but she’s already looking to com-
pete in 2018.

Another day, another challenge
Center Grove alumnus Brooke Van Paris competes 

in her first-ever bodybuilding show

Brooke Van Paris won the Figure Class B at her first-ever bodybuilding show. Submitted photos

WHERE ARE 
THEY NOW
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Surpassing  
the goal

Center Grove community 
comes together for 

Jasperstrong Shootout 
Cancer event hosted by 

high school junior Wright

By Nicole Davis

The Center Grove Middle School North 
gymnasium was filled with area families as 
50 teams of three competed for a fundraiser 
on April 14 and 15 that would benefit a Cen-
ter Grove family.

Center Grove High School Junior Olivia 
Wright came up with the idea and chose to 
organize the Jasperstrong Shootout Cancer 
event as part of her advanced English Com-
position class project, in which students 
were asked to do an action project in the 
community. Her brother’s friend, sixth grad-
er Jasper Lenglade, had been diagnosed 
with leukemia a year ago and is currently 
undergoing treatment.

“It’s fun to watch everyone play and to 
think that they all came here to raise money 
for me is awesome,” Jasper said.

Jasper was looking forward to watching 
his dad compete in a basketball tourna-
ment. It didn’t disappoint.

“I saw one of my dad’s games that wasn’t 
a tournament game,” he said. “They got 
slaughtered... The team my dad played was 
really good.”

Olivia’s original goal was to raise $2,500. 
Before the event even took place, she sur-
passed that and raised it to $10,000. Local 
businesses from around the community 
offered to sponsor the event, including pri-
mary sponsor Chick-fil-A in Greenwood.

“Olivia has done a great job,” said Center 
Grove High School Principal Doug Bird. 
“Hopefully this fundraiser will help the 
family take a little comfort in the support 
they’re getting financially and in regards 
to the amount of people that are reaching 
out, wanting to be a part of this. It reinforces 
what a great community Center Grove is, 
reinforces that sense of community and the 
importance of supporting people in need. 
Olivia is setting a fantastic example for other 
students at the high school for what can be 
done when you set your mind to it.”

1. Youth participate in a half-court 
contest.   2. Olivia Wright, Jasper, Jasper’s 
dad and mom, Jennifer Lenglade.   3. 
From left, Ellen Zapp, Macie Foley, Emilie 
Zapp and Luci Barile.   4. Center Grove 
High School Principal Doug Bird and Olivia 
Wright.   5. Center Grove youth, with Jasper 
in the center, watch enthusiastically as they 
compete for the half court goal competition.   
6. Jasper and his dad play a game of one-on-one.
 Photos by Nicole Davis

1.

2.

5.

3.

4.

6.



May 20 - June 16, 2017
Center Grove ICON

myICON.info
9COMMUNITY

Greenwood school bus driver 
named CICOA  

Caregiver of the Year
Health - Maria Dampier of Greenwood 
received the CICOA Caregiver of the Year 
Award during the nonprofit’s eighth an-
nual Signature Breakfast recently. The 
award honors a personal caregiver in 
Central Indiana who models courage, 
sacrifice, strength and creativity while 
caring for another.

Maria Dampier, a bus driver of 48 years, 
cares for her husband Bill Dampier, 80, who 
was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s about 
seven years ago. Things took a turn in De-
cember 2015, when he fell and broke his 
hip and femur. When he woke up from the 
surgery, he was a different person. He no 
longer could walk or talk. After 100 days in 
rehab, he showed no signs of improving. 
Maria made the difficult decision to place 
her husband in a nursing home.

Nearly every day since, Maria, drives her 
morning bus route, then heads over to For-
est Creek Village to care for Bill. He smiles 
when she walks into the room. 

Hallmark Home Mortgage 
recognizes Pam Heck  
as April Top Producer

Lending - Pam Heck, Mortgage Loan 
Originator at Hallmark Home Mort-
gage, has been named the top pro-
ducer in the Greenwood office for 
April 2017. Hallmark Home Mortgage, 
based in Fort Wayne, Ind., was estab-
lished in 2007 by President and CEO 
Deborah Sturges. 

Greenwood’s Wong makes 
Dean’s List in Seattle

Winter - Lauren J. Wong of Green-
wood made the Seattle Pacific Univer-
sity 2017 Winter Quarter Dean’s List. 
Students on the Dean’s List have com-
pleted at least 12 credits and attained 
a 3.50 or higher grade point average. 
SPU is the only private university in 
the Pacific Northwest to make the 
2017 U.S. News & World Report Best 
National Universities list.

ICONICrewind

Maria Dampier and her husband, Bill. Submitted photo

“Indy’s Oldest Heating & Cooling Co.”
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On Talbot Street
 between 16th& 20th Streets

Indianapolis, Indiana

ADMISSION

TALBOTST

SATURDAY
JUNE 17TH

10 AM - 6 PM

SUNDAY
JUNE 18th

10 AM - 5 PM

FREE
www.talbotstreet.org

62nd
 ANNIVERSARY

since 1956

OVER 250 JURIED LOCAL
AND NATIONAL ARTISTS
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RUNNING  
FOR A CAUSE

Rock the Block Run  
supports local 

nonprofits through 
block party,  

10k and 5k run

By Beth Wade

Fifteen hundred Center Grove 
and surrounding area residents 
gathered at Center Grove High 
School for the second Rock the 
Block Run on April 22. 

The Block Party opened with 
booths on “Main Street” support-
ing local organizations and offering 
free spins on the prize wheel. The 
cold April morning did not deter 
residents from coming out and sup-
porting their local organizations. 

“That was a cold 45 degrees,” 
said resident Barney Woods. “I still 
had a great time, and got my best 
time this season!” 

Those who attended enjoyed 
live entertainment from Trent Line, 
Alex Milligan, Isaac Taylor and 
Rachel Taylor, and the a Capella 
group, Sh’Boom; all students at 
Center Grove High School. It was 
announced at the conclusion of the 
event that the 2018 Rock the Block 
Run will take place on April 21, 2018. 
Proceeds will be divided between 
the 26 local nonprofits. More than 
$25,000 was donated this year.

“Despite the frigid temperatures, 
it went off without a hitch,” said 
organizer, Erin Smith. “Everyone 
seemed to have a good time and 
we’re ready to go for next year.”

1. 5k runners take off.     2. A Capella group 
Sh’Boom performs the National Anthem.      
3. Center Grove residents Holly, Sue, 
and William and dogs Bentley and 
Mercades prepare for the 5k.      
4. Runners release balloons in 
honor of Kara’s Project Hope.
 Photos by Beth Wade
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F.C. Tucker 
Company, Inc.

If you have been thinking 
about selling your home, 

contact us today
 

317.888.3311
We may already 

have a buyer!

WE 
NEED 
YOUR 
HOME
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Mitchell A. Ray
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Estate Planning  
and Administration

Business Law 

Criminal Defense

Family Law and 
Guardianships

Real Estate

Personal Injury

Municipal Law

7855 S. Emerson Ave. 
Suite U 

Indianapolis, Indiana

(317) 550-4333 
TCMSCLaw.com

PURCHASE A NEW HOME
AND SAVE BIG

CALL NOW:  (317) 884-8972
approvedmortgage.com  |  winterwood.net  |  NMLS CO ID: 122171

107 N. State Rd. 135, Suite 301, Greenwood, 46142

First Time Homebuyers & Veterans
Can Get Up to $2,000 a Year
In Federal Income Tax Credit

Packing for the hungry
Mount Pleasant Christian Church changes 

the world through meal-packing event

By Beth Wade

On Saturday, April 23 Mount Pleasant 
Christian Church (MPCC) partnered with 
local organization Pack Away Hunger to 
assemble meals for the hungry in Cuba. 
The packing event was a part of Mount 
Pleasant’s 2017 Go Change the World 
events. “This is something that is fun to 
do,” says MPCC member Mary. “It’s easy, 
anyone could do it.” 

Pack Away Hunger’s mission is to 
“Greatly improve the lives of children 
and others who suffer from hunger and 
malnutrition in the United States and 
developing nations.” Mount Pleasant 
Christian Church worked together with 
Pack Away Hunger to meet this mission 
by packing 400,000 meals for the hungry 
in Cuba. The community worked in three 
shifts throughout the morning and after-
noon to meet their 400,000 goal.

1. Many stations worked to package food for 
Cuba.     2. Destiny and Sophia Woolslayer 
seal and line up packages to be boxed.      
3. Volunteers Mary, Cindy, Jenn, Gloria Ruth, 
Maddie, Elizabeth, and Mark work together to 
fill packets.     4. Halle Lane and Emma Foley 
fill empty packages with rice.     5. Carolyn 
Prosser and Saju Joseph chat while they work.      
6. Linda Meyers and Carol McIinerny funnel 
rice into bags.
 Photos by Beth Wade

1.

2. 4.
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As we look to June, there is still time for 
students to write about a special skill their 
father has. Submit essays to ndavis@icon-
times.com no later than June 1.

”What is one 
special skill your 

mom has?”

”Why is this 
special?”

”What are some 
examples of her 
using this skill?”

Dear mom,

I really like it when you teach. I ap-
preciate it because you are educat-
ing kids. I think it’s special because 
kids walk in with a frown and out 
with a smile.

I like when you teach English. 
Even though I’m not in middle 
school yet, and that’s what you 
teach, I see the kids when I walk in 
to tell you about my grades.

I also like when you teach middle 
school. I like it because you make 
the last few years of grade school 
very special! Nobody could have a 
better teacher than you!

Rose Eckhart
GRADE 4 

Saints Francis & Clare  
Catholic School

My mother is good at caring about 
other people. She cleans the house 
really well, so if we have a party, 
everyone feels welcome. She has 
dedicated her life to working with 
children, and making sure they’re 
well taken care of. She loves kids. 
She helps me make the right deci-
sions. She also loves cooking. She 
is so generous, she loves to cook 
things to share with friends and 
church members. She pays for my 
field trips and other things I need. 
She plans fun vacations for our 
family, and pays for other family 
members to go so they can have 
fun, too! If everyone leaves me 
alone, she will always be the one 
who is there to stay with me. She 
is the world’s best mom, not only 
because of how much she loves 
me, but because of how much she 
loves everybody. 

Cierra Morton
AGE 11  •  GRADE 5 

Indianapolis Southside 
Christian Academy

Dear mom,

I really love that you help other peo-
ple. I appreciate this because being a 
dentist is important. You are special 
because you help people with their 
teeth. You are keeping people’s teeth 
healthy. This is important because 
their teeth won’t hurt. People can 
eat. People want their teeth. You help 
me with my homework. You help me 
figure out math problems. You always 
check the work with me.

Benicio
GRADE 4 

Saints Francis & Clare

Dear mom,

I really love when you knit. I appreci-
ate that you have this special skill. 
When you knit, you make it tight. All 
of your hard work on this skill that you 
put into it you always put love into 
your work. I love when you make stuff 
for our household. This is awesome 
because I use the knitted gloves. They 
are useful. YOur knitted wash cloths 
are so useful. When you knit, you knit 
beautiful. You have made stuff for 
other people! When you made that 
for Aunt Gena’s newborn baby, I was 
not surprised. Why? Because you have 
made cool stuff that like that before! 
You are amazing!

Sophia
GRADE 4 

Saints Francis & Clare

Dear mom,

I really love when you help 
people. It makes me happy. I ap-
preciate your job because I may 
work there. I think it is special 
that you’re an owner of a store. 
It seems really cool and you help 
your friends and family.

I like when we play together 
at the store. You always make me 
laugh, and I make you laugh. When 
we get something to eat, you al-
ways steal some of my food at the 
store. I love when you meet new 
people. Some people you meet 
new people and they are very nice. 
Some people make you laugh, and 
that makes me smile.

I love you to the moon and back.

Dominic
GRADE 4 

Saints Francis & Clare

Any day of the year is a 
great opportunity to tell 
your mother that you ap-
preciate her and value her 
guidance. So while this may 
be a tad bit late, it’s always 
timely. Center Grove ICON’s 
sister publication, The South-
side Times, asked students 
from area schools to write 
essays about a special skill 
their mother has and why 
they value that skill. Con-
gratulations to our winner 
Rose Eckhart of Saints Fran-
cis & Clare Catholic School. 
As we read these students’ 
letter, we hope it inspires 
others to think about what 
their own mother, or mother 
figure, does best.

1ST
PLACE

WE ASKED:

Rose Eckhart
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1.00%
APY2

BMO Harris Select
Money Market® Special

Money Market 
National Average

0.08%
APY1

Stop searching.
Start saving.

1  National average Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is calculated by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and is accurate as of April 24, 2017.
2  Available for a new BMO Harris Select Money Market® account opened by June 30, 2017 with a minimum $25,000 deposit of funds not currently on deposit at BMO Harris Bank N.A. or its af� liates 
and earn the guaranteed rate for one full year from the date of account opening. Account balance must stay between $25,000 and $999,999.99 to maintain the promotional Annual Percentage Yield 
(APY). The standard APY will apply when the balance is below $25,000 or is $1,000,000 or more. Limit one promo account per customer. Offer is subject to change without notice and cannot be 
combined with any other offer. BMO Harris reserves the right to amend or cancel any part of this offer at any time.
BMO Harris Select Money Market is a variable rate account and the minimum deposit needed to open the account is $1,000. Interest rates and APYs may change at any time without notice. At any 
time, interest rates and APYs offered within two or more consecutive tiers may be the same. When this is the case, multiple tiers will be shown as a single tier. The following collected balance tiers 
and corresponding APYs are effective as of April 7, 2017 and are subject to change at our discretion at any time: 0.05% for balances less than $25,000 and 0.15% for balances of $25,000 or more. 
Interest is compounded daily and paid monthly. Fees or withdrawals may reduce earnings. 
For current rate information, call 1-888-340-2265.

These rates apply to our Central and Southern Indiana locations, our Kansas locations, our Missouri locations and our locations in St. Clair County in Illinois. 
Banking products and services are subject to bank and credit approval. BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC © BMO Harris Bank N.A. (5/17)

Earn a guaranteed 1.00% APY2 for one full 
year from the date of account opening when 
you open your account with at least $25,000 in 
new money by June 30, 2017.

12x
the national 
average.1

Earn up to

 bmoharris.com

David Bedwell  
promoted with  
Horizon Bank

Market President - Horizon Bank an-
nounced David Bedwell as Market Presi-

dent of Johnson County, In-
diana. Bedwell will replace 
long-time Market President 
Steve Bechman, who retired 
at the end of April. Bedwell 
joined the Horizon team as 
Regional Retail Manager 
in 2013. He has 15 years of 

financial experience, with the last eight 
years having been focused specifically 
on commercial and retail banking. His 
leadership will continue to contribute to 
Horizon’s retail and commercial bank-
ing growth in Johnson County. Bedwell 
earned a Bachelor of Business Manage-
ment from Franklin College and is also 
a graduate of IBA Commercial Lending 
School. He is an active member in the 
Johnson County community and is a 
Board Member for Franklin Development 
Corporation (FDC).

Johnson Memorial 
Hospital Foundation 
awards scholarships

College - The Johnson Memorial Hospital 
Foundation announced 38 scholarships 
totaling $39,000 have been awarded to 
aid financial costs for Johnson County 
residents pursuing a career in a health-
related field. The 2017 recipient of the 
Freda P. & Millard R. Montgomery Regis-
tered Nursing Scholarship is Bailee Leath-
ers, senior at Center Grove Community 
High School. Through this scholarship 
Bailee will receive $1,000 per semester 
for the duration of nursing school not to 
exceed four years. The Johnson Memorial 
Hospital Guild High School Health Career 
Scholarship has awarded $1,000 students 
including Bailee Leathers (Bargersville).

The Johnson Memorial Hospital Guild 
Continuing Education Health Field Schol-
arship has awarded $1,000 to students 
including Elizabeth Goff (Bargersville). 
The Katie Robards Memorial Scholarship 
has awarded $1,000 to 22 students pur-
suing health careers including: Lisa Estep 
(Bargersville), Mackenzie Estrada (Green-
wood), Elizabeth Goff (Bargersville), Katie 
Mitchell (Bargersville) ad Olivia Wetter 
(Greenwood). Each scholarship varies on 
eligibility, monetary awards, and what 
the scholarship may be used to support.

AROUND TOWN
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Scandinavian-imports.com
247 South State Rd. 135, Greenwood, 46142

P. 317-300-0104

MEMORIAL DAY SALE
NOW THRU MONDAY, MAY 29TH

SAVE $75  On Every $500 You Spend!

Includes special markdowns on Stressless® recliners & sofas.

RELAX, 
Stressless GARDA recliner 

ON SALE  $1,595

EXTRA MARKDOWNS
On all Stressless® floor samples!!

Hurry in for the Best Selection!
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26
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32

STROHM AUTOMOTIVE

(317) 787-0822
www.strohmautomotive.com
5824 S. Harding St.  •  Indianapolis, IN 46217

Keep 
Your Eyes 

Peeled!

One of our local advertisers 
will win a FREE advertisement 

if one of their teams, we 
randomly drew for them, wins 

the 2017 Indianapolis 500!

101ST RUNNING OF  
THE INDIANAPOLIS 500
FRIDAY, MAY 26
• 3:15 - 6:30 p.m. 
Miller Lite Carb Day featuring Barenaked Ladies 
Concert and Steve Miller Band Concert

SATURDAY, MAY 27
• 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Indianapolis 500 Memorabilia Show
• 9 - 10 a.m. 
Full Field Autograph Session - Pagoda Plaza
• 9 - 10:15 a.m. 
Historic Race Car Laps
• 12 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Indianapolis 500 Legends Autograph Sessions
• 3:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
Firestone Legends Day Concert  
featuring Clayton Anderson, Dustin Lynch,  
Keith Urban Concert

SUNDAY, MAY 28
•  6 a.m. 

Public Gates Open
•  7 a.m. 

Snake Pit Gates Open 
•  8 a.m. 

Parade of Bands
•  9 a.m. 

500 Festival Princess Parade Laps
•  10:39 a.m. 

Indianapolis 500 Winning Drivers Laps
•  10:57 a.m. 

Historic Race Car Laps
•  11:35 a.m. 

Indianapolis 500 Driver Introductions
•  11:44 a.m. 

Military March, “God Bless America,”  
Military Address

•  11:54 a.m. 
Invocation delivered by Archbishop  
of Indianapolis

•  11:55 a.m. 
Presentation of Colors, “Taps,” “America  
The Beautiful,” Veteran Salute

•  12 p.m. 
National Anthem, “Back Home Again  
In Indiana” 

•  12:14 p.m. 
Drivers Start Your Engines”

•  12:19 p.m. 
101st Running of the Indy 500 Presented  
by PennGrade Motor Oil - 200 Laps

•  5 p.m. 
Public Gates Close
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2310 W. Southport Rd. suite j 
Indianapolis, IN  46217

(317)497-8818

1995 E. Stop 13 Road 
Indianapolis, IN 46227

(317)-300-1153
SirVapes-A-Lot.com

MUST BE 18+ TO ENTER!

Driver Education

(317) 534-0016
3209 West Smith Valley Rd.  

Greenwood, IN 46142

Classroom or Online

drivingacademy.com

11 08 04

13 0705

0312 10 2127 18

28 25 22

24 33 1723

0615 16 3129 19

Specializing in Imports 
Servicing All Makes & Models  •  Foreign & Domestic

M-F: 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
172 Melody Ave., Suite E • Greenwood, IN 46142
(317) 881-7220  •  www.mainstreetautotech.com

MAIN STREET AUTO TECH
Laptops/Desktops/iPhones/iPod Touchs/iPads

Samsung Phones & Tablets, more...

(317) 409-2217 • 199 N Madison Ave
Behind La Tratorria & the Flower Market

Gary Greenhouse

www.garygreenhouse.com

4706 Bluff Road
Indianapolis, IN
(317) 786-0917

Hours: M-F, 9-6
Sat-Sun, 9-5

Bring this ad & get 10% OFF Your Total Purchase
Thursday  05-25 through 
Memorial Day  05/29

Large Selection of  
Garden Veggie Plants!

RACE INTO SAVINGS! 

For ALL your insurance needs!

Randy & Jean Ezell
918 Fry Road

Greenwood, IN 46142

Call (317) 884-1777

TheEzel lGroup.com

Import Auto Service
Specializing in Servicing 

European Vehicles
1648 S. Old State Road 37, Greenwood, IN 46143
Ph: (317) 888-0315, Toll Free: (855) 888-0315
Peter Myers, Owner, ASE Master Technician

www.autobahnservicecenter.com

Dan Moriarty
Dan@IndyRealEstate.com

Tralee Properties
Office: 317-883-3333

www.IndyRealEstate.com

“Independently Owned & Operated”

KENT AUTO UPHOLSTERY

(317) 788-9096 • 5342 Elmwood Ave Ste I
Indianapolis, IN 46203

• Covertible Tops
• Auto Interiors
• Truck Interiors
• Motorcycle Seats
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Thanks to White River Township 
Fire Department’s partners at 

Old National Bank. They sponsored a 
cookout to raise money for Christmas 
Angels, and donated stuffed animals to 
comfort kids involved in emergencies.

To Dan Schramm of Martinsville 
who won first place in the 

Saints Francis & Clare 5K Fun Run on 
May 6. Good job to every runner who 
participated in the day’s festivities!

To Dr. David Wolf and Steve 
Coffman of Greenwood! David 

and Steve raised more than $32,000 for 
the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in 
addition to running 26.2 miles in 
Boston!

To Cornerstone Autism Center 
for opening the organization’s 

fourth and newest location housed in 
the former Greenwood City Building 
located at 2 N. Madison Ave. Corner-
stone specializes in one-on-one 
behavior analysis, serving children and 
young adults, from ages two to 22 
years old. The new location will include 
programming for older children and 
young adults with autism who are 
working toward independence and the 
transition into adulthood.

To the Greenwood Farmers 
Market which has kicked off its 

10th annual season. The market takes 
place every Saturday, 8 a.m. to noon at 
525 N. Madison Ave.

“My mother said to me,  
‘If you are a soldier, you will 
become a general. If you are 
a monk, you will become the 

Pope.’ Instead, I was a painter, 
and became Picasso.”

– Pablo Picasso

By Gus Pearcy

Warning:  Rant ahead. I 
suspect many of you will relate to my pet 
peeve. It might be one of yours too. When 
driving down the road, I sometimes marvel 
at the concept of driving. Almost all drivers 
obey a specific set of rules and a set of man-
ners. These include driving on the proper 
side of the road and not swerving head-on 
into oncoming traffic. It’s a fine balance that 
can easily be destroyed by a single driver 
with no regard for others on the road.

Lately, I’ve begun to see a problem with 
the manners part of driving, particularly 
when the car is stopped at a light or in a 
drive-through queue. Since it is illegal to be 
on your phone while the car is in motion, 
people tend to try to do all their phone biz 
while temporarily stopped. 

The problem is they don’t pay attention 
and stay unmoved while the rest of traffic 
moves through the green light and onto 
their destinations. Me? I’m always the guy 
behind the person on the phone.

I’ve used my horn more in the last year than 
in the last 20. People hate getting honked at, 
even when they know they are in the wrong. 
I attempt to honk lightly, but horns are only 
one sound. A staccato horn beep is the same 
as a long, “move your butt” beep.

Same in the drive-through. It is the re-
sponsibility of every driver to move through 
the line when it is their turn. Don’t become 
engrossed on the phone and forget where 
you are. Everyone behind you needs to get 
their order as soon as possible.

I’ll admit to a certain proclivity toward road 

rage. So far, I’ve held off installing a grenade 
launcher to the front grill. (Not because of 
my undying love for humanity, but because I 
don’t have time to wait for a cleanup.)

Here’s what I’d like to see, since this will 
never become a MAPS (Mothers Against 
Phone Stragglers) type of crusade. We need 
a versatile auto horn system that can be 
gentle yet firm, perhaps even friendly cajol-
ing to get the idiots out of my way.

Instead of just a *BEEP,* drivers would 
select another, less harsh tone or perhaps, 
even a vocal reminder.

The horn could say “Hey, you have a 
green light! Please proceed through the in-
tersection. Smiley face!”

For severe stragglers you could dial in a 
harsher tone such as, “Move your trunk!”

Perhaps, the horn could be equipped 
with a statement that would interrupt use 
of their phone. Your horn could shout, “Hey! 
Siri! What time is it? Time to DRIVE!”

In drive through, the horn could just blurt 
out, “Your turn!” as a gentle reminder that 
it’s time to close the gap.

Of course, like most of my rants, the worst 
offenders will never read this column. If 
that’s the reason they are not paying atten-
tion, I would probably let that slide.

Get off the phone

VIEWS

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

HUMOR

ICONtoon

QUOTE

Gus Pearcy is a contributing columnist to the 
Center Grove ICON. He may be reached at 
(317) 403-6485 or pearcy.gus@sbcglobal.net. 
Gus blogs frequently at  
guspearcycommunications.wordpress.com.

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you …

It is a crime to share your Netflix password  
in Tennessee.
 SOURCE: dumblaws.com

Go, grads!
As our students wrap up the school 

year, Center Grove High School Seniors 
will celebrate their graduation with a 
ceremony June 4. As they make that 
transition from high school life and move 
on to other areas, now is a time when 
many graduates are reflecting back on 
their experiences and looking forward 
to creating new ones. The Center Grove 
ICON wishes all students the best of luck 
in whatever the future may hold! We’re 
already excited to report on the great 
things these Center Grove alumni will do 
with their time and talents.

Give Back Gals
Ladies - looking for a way to contrib-

ute to your community? Local women 
in Johnson County provide just that 
while offering a good time through the 
Give Back Gals Golf Outing. The John-
son County Community Foundation is 
celebrating its 8th Annual Give Back 
Gals Golf Outing on June 7, 1 to 5 p.m. 
at Hickory Stick Golf Club, 4422 Hicko-
ry Stick Blvd., Greenwood. Proceeds go 
to Leadership Johnson County, JCCF 
and Habitat for Humanity of Johnson 
County - great causes to get out, en-
joy a (hopefully) sunny day and, as the 
name says, give back. For more infor-
mation, visit jccf.org.

BELIEVE IT!

OUR VIEW
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By Regina Miller

I am worried about 
the recent outbreak of ransomeware 
infections. What are they and what can I 
do to protect myself?

Ransomware is a specific type of mal-
ware that encrypts the data on a com-
puter so it is unreadable without the key 
to unlock the encryption. The thieves 
then demand payment to give you the 
key to unlock your own data increas-
ing the amount to be paid daily. In many 
cases, even with payment, the dirty rot-
ten scoundrels take your money and still 
do not give you the encryption key to 
unlock your data. 

Government and security officials 
advise that you do not pay the ransom. 
There are ways that you can protect your-
self. First and foremost keep a back up of 
your data. If the only copy of your back-
up you keep is on an external hard drive 
that is always connected to your comput-
er, I advise that you disconnect it when 
you are not actively doing a back up. If 
you must keep it connected, have an-
other back up with a cloud-based backup 
service in addition to your local physical 
backup on the external. When shopping 

for a cloud-based back up service be sure 
to choose one of that offers “snapshots” 
from previous days so you can restore 
files that are not encrypted should the 
unthinkable strike. Other precautions 
to take include don’t open email attach-
ments or click on links from senders with 
which you are not familiar. This is also 
true with senders that you are familiar if 
it is not consistent with their sending be-
havior to send you attachments or links. 
It is equally important to keep your anti-
virus software up to date. Keep in mind 
it is not uncommon for your antivirus 
software to have updates almost daily at 
times. The malware industry is a cat-and-
mouse game and those frequent updates 
are very necessary to stay best protected. 
These steps combined will serve you well 
in guarding against many attacks and 
help you recover from one in case  
of the unthinkable. 

Back it up
TECH SAVVY

Regina Miller owns Geek in Pink.  
Contact her with tech questions at  
regina@geekinpink.com or (317) 882-1606.

Greenwood Chamber 
presents top awards

Business - The Greater Greenwood Cham-
ber honored five outstanding companies 
and business people at its “Annual Cham-
ber Celebration,” held April 27, 2017.  The 
Chamber presents the awards annually 
to acknowledge outstanding business 
achievement, remarkable construction, 
and extraordinary volunteerism.  The 2017 
awards and winners are: Ambassador Com-
mittee member of the Year: Cindy Tollar, In-
dependent Associate, LegalShield; Member 
of the Year: Marisol Sanchez, VP and gen-
eral counsel, Endress+Hauser; Pride and 
Progress Award for New Construction: The 
Barn at Bay Horse Inn; Pride and Progress 
Award for Renovation: Express Employ-
ment Professionals South; Salute Award: 
Radwell International, Indiana Branch. 
Citizen’s Bank sponsored the 2017 awards. 
Franciscan Health presented the 2017 “An-
nual Chamber Celebration” ceremony.

Amanda Cottingham (center), owner of the new 
Barn at Bay Horse Inn event center in Greenwood, 
IN, receives the Greater Greenwood Chamber’s 2017 
“Pride and Progress” Award for new construction. 
Presenting are board officers Christine Alfery (left) 
and Tom Vander Luitgaren (right).

BUSINESS
Mike Combs
NMLS #924181

EXPERTS AT SERVING 
OUR CUSTOMERS. 

AND OUR COMMUNITY.

©2017 The National Bank of Indianapolis      www.nbofi .com      Member FDIC       

West Smith Valley Road and SR 135

317-882-8200
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Wheatley’s

THE SCOOP:
Wheatley’s in Wanamaker is the place to 
be on Friday evenings in the Southside. 
Wheatley’s, an institution in Wanamaker for 
decades, resumed last week their annual 
live music season during their weekly Fish 
Fry Fridays. Live music runs at Wheatley’s 
from the first of May until mid October. 
Acoustic Flashback will perform Friday, May 
12 starting at 5 p.m. and Steve Jeffries will 
perform Friday, May 19. Performing last 
week and the first week of the month was 
John Skaggs. While listening to live music, 
indulge in Wheatley’s great food: fish, 
tenderloin, chicken sandwiches, corn dogs, 
chicken tenders and sides including Mac 
and Cheese, green beans, baked beans,  
and cabbage. Breakfast is served seven 
days a week.

TYPE OF FOOD:
Fried North Atlantic White fish, hand breaded 
fresh tenderloins, fresh fried chicken.

RECOMMENDATION:
The fish and the Friday evening experience 
including live music.

HOURS:
Monday through Thursday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.; 
Friday 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.;  
Saturday 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.;  
Sunday 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

LOCATION:
8902 Southeastern Ave. in Wanamaker. 
Additional parking is available in the New 
Bethel Baptist Church parking lot next door. 

PHONE:
(317) 862-6622

Culinaria
An Option:

Brew-Berry

Bartender:
Rachel Thompson

Location:
Mashcraft Brewing

Ingredients and directions:
•  4 oz. Mash Craft Gold American Blonde 

Ale, 4 oz. New Day Meadery South 
Cider, 4 oz. cranberry juice, and a splash  
of lime juice.

•  Blend well and 
garnish with a 
lime wedge.

Behind Bars:

Jim Schwarz, Center 
Grove Real Estate 
Inspections

Where do you  
like to dine?
Stone Creek Dining 
Company

What do you like  
to eat there?
The steaks are especially good.

What do you like about this place?
The atmosphere is great and any meal on 
the menu is worth coming back for.

Stone Creek Dining Company is located at 
911 N. State Rd. 135, Greenwood, IN 46142. 

The phone number is (317) 889-1200.

Where We Dine:

Drop in.

Your checking account
deserves a raise.

2.51APY*

%
REWARDS PLUS
CHECKING

WITH $10,000 BALANCE AND  
QUALIFICATIONS

It’s time to enjoy premium interest and added 
benefits with Rewards Plus Checking. 
Simply maintain a $10,000 minimum 

balance, make 15 debit card 

purchases, have one direct deposit 

and receive an eStatement.
 

Call (888) 522-2265 

lakecitybank.com/rewardsplus
For more details visit

* The APY (Annual Percentage Yield) is accurate as of 5/1/2017 and is subject to change at any time without notice even after account  
opening. 0.31% APY on balances greater than $10,000 when qualifications are met. 0.01% APY on entire balance when qualifications are not met.  
Fees could reduce earnings. 

FISH DINNER: Three pieces of fish, french fries, 
baked beans, cole slaw, Wheatley's tartar 

sauce, and a corn fritter.

Compiled by Brian Ruckle
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First Outdoor Concert of the Season • The Greater 
Greenwood Community Band will play a selection 
of old favorites and new songs to help the com-
munity celebrate the warmth of May. Free refresh-
ments will be provided. Bring lawn chairs or picnic 
blankets to best enjoy the concert. | When: May 21, 
7 - 9 p.m. | Where: Greenwood Ampitheater, Surina 
Square Park. | Info: greenwoodband.com. 

Preschoolers Busy Bag Party • Get tips and ideas 
to help children prepare for preschool as they make 
Busy Bags to take home. | When: May 23, 4:30 - 6:30 
p.m. | Where: White River Branch library, 1664 Li-
brary Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: pageafterpage.org.

Greater Greenwood Lions Club Meeting • Visi-
tors are welcome to this meeting. | When: May 23, 
meet and eat 6:30 p.m., meeting 7 p.m. | Where: 
Golden Coral, 160 S. Marlin Dr., Greenwood. | Info: 
Vickie Gilmore, (812) 603-4440.

The Chase 5k Color Run/Walk • The event ben-
efits the Children Miracle Network Hospitals. | 
When: May 25, 6 - 8 p.m. Check-in begins 5 p.m. | 
Where: Freedom Springs Park, 850 W. Stop 18 Rd., 
Greenwood. | Info: thechasecolorrun.com.

12th Annual Biscuits & Gravy Breakfast • Spon-
sored by Greenwood Bob Evans. Donations of 3-5 
dollars per breakfast will support the Johnson 
County Community fund which assists Veterans 
with their local transportation needs. World War II 
Veterans eat free! | When: May 27, 7:30-10:30 a.m. 
| Where: New Whiteland VWF Post, 215 N US 31., 
New Whiteland. | Info: (317) 535-4041

First Pizza and Wine Night of The Season • Kick 
off the 2017 Picnic Concert series with a classic 
Pizza & Wine night. Bring lawn chairs and picnic 
blankets, spread out on the lawn and enjoy great 
pizza by the slice with Mallow Run Wine while lis-
tening to live local music. | When: May 27, 5-9 p.m. 
| Where: Mallow Run Winery, 6964 W. Whiteland 
Rd., Bargersville. | Info: mallowrun.com. 

Featured Artist: Tom Brown • The Southside Art 
League will feature Tom Brown of Greenwood for 
its June exhibit. Many of the award-winning pieces 
will be on display. | When: Exhibit June 2 - 29. Re-
ception June 4, 2 - 5 p.m. | Where: 299 E. Broadway 
St., Greenwood. | Info: southsideartleague.org.

Strawberry Festival • Enjoy the yearly small-
batch of sweet Strawberry Wine, plus the ginor-
mous strawberry shortcakes. This event is family 
friendly. | When: June 3, 12-9 p.m., June 4, 12-6 
p.m. | Where: Mallow Run Winery, 6964 W. White-
land Rd., Bargersville. | Info: mallowrun.com

Greater Greenwood Community Band Preview 
Concert • From June 5 to 12 the Greater Green-
wood Community Band has been invited to play 
with other community bands in Monnickendam, 
just outside of Amsterdam in the Netherlands, as 
part of a concert tour. This will be the band’s first 
international concert tour. | When: Preview concert, 
June 4, 7 p.m. | Where: Greenwood Ampitheater. | 
Info: Support the band, GoFundMe.com/ggcbtrip. 

Princess Tea • The Center Grove High School 
Choral Department will host its annual Princess 
Tea. 3-year-olds through elementary ages are in-
vited to join their favorite princess for an hour of 
pampering. | When: June 5, 6:30 p.m.; June 6, 5 
or 6:30 p.m.; or June 7, 11:30 a.m. | Where: Cen-

ter Grove High School Choir Room, Door 10, 2717 
S. Morgantown Rd., Greenwood. | Info: center-
grovechoirs.org/princess.

Summer Learning Kick-off Party • Kick-off the 
2017 Summer Learning Program with Magic Don in 
“Build a Better World...One Story at a Time!” Learn 
about architecture, tools and inventors through 
stories, comedy and magic! | When: June 6, 4 - 5 
p.m. | Where: White River Branch library, 1664 Li-
brary Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: pageafterpage.org.

Robot Roundup: Open House • Drop in for a 
hands-on exploration of our herd of robots, in-
cluding Spheros, Dash, Lego Wedo, Cubelets, Lit-
tlebits, and more! This program is part of the Ro-
bot Tinker Tote. | When: June 7, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
| Where: White River Branch library, 1664 Library 
Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: pageafterpage.org.

Bleach Tees • Bring a new black or dark colored 
cotton t-shirt, and create unique designs using 
bleach and other random objects. For grades 5 to 
12. Dress for mess! | When: June 8, 3:40 - 4:30 p.m. 
| Where: White River Branch library, 1664 Library 
Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: pageafterpage.org.

Ronald McDonald Library Show • Ronald McDon-
ald will perform magic tricks and talking about the 
importance of reading. | When: June 9, 2 - 3 p.m. | 
Where: White River Branch library, 1664 Library 
Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: pageafterpage.org.

25th Annual Strawberry Festival • Join the White 
River Township Fire Department as it raises funds 
for Christmas Angels. The event includes an an-
tique car and fire apparatus display, live music, RE/
MAX balloon rides, Safe Kids Bike Rodeo, demon-
strations, blood mobile and more! | When: June 9, 
12 - 7:30 p.m. and June 10, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. | Where: 
Sugar Grove Elementary School, 4135 W. Smith 
Valley Rd., Greenwood. | Info: wrtfd.org.

Second annual Aloha Family Fun Run • The event 
features a 5k course followed by a 1 mile run/walk 
designed for all ages, levels, and abilities. Anyone 
who runs the 5k is invited to join in the 1 mile event 
for free. | When: June 10. | Where: Baxter YMCA, 900 
Shelby St., Indianapolis. | Info: indymca.org/baxter.

Martial Arts STEM Class • Martial arts instructors 
will engage students interested in STEM fields by 
discussing physical education, martial arts and STEM 
topics. For grades K to 5. | When: June 14, 10:30 - 11 
a.m. | Where: White River Branch library, 1664 Library 
Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: pageafterpage.org.

Virtual Open House • Drop in and experience Vir-
tual Reality with the HTC Vive headset. Paint with 
light, swim under the sea, play dodgeball with the 
planets, toss a stick for a virtual robot dog and 
more! | When: June 14, 6:30 - 8 p.m. | Where: White 
River Branch library, 1664 Library Blvd., Green-
wood. | Info: pageafterpage.org.

Father’s Day Rose Ceremony Remembrance • 
The free community event will incorporate an in-
spirational talking about the significance of rose 
colors, an artist illustrating a beautiful rose during 
the event, and each guest will receive a long stem 
rose. | Where: June 18, 4 - 5 p.m. | Where: Forest 
Lawn Funeral Home -Chapel 1977 South S.R. 135 
Greenwood. | Info: (317) 535-9003.

EVENTScalendar
NIGHT & DAY

By Nicole Davis

With backyard barbe-
cues, pool parties and 

patriotic celebrations in full swing leading 
up to the Fourth of July, kids are constantly 
on the go with summertime activities. For 
long summer days in the sun, a cool treat 
is the perfect way to help keep kids ener-
gized for all of their summertime activities.  

These homemade red, white and blue-
berry frozen pops are the perfect patriotic 
summer snack for active kids. Made with 

wholesome ingredients like fruit and milk, 
they’re a great way for moms to add qual-
ity nutrition to snack time with flavors their 
kids already love. Plus, with milk as an ingre-
dient, this delicious recipe is a creative way 
to help the whole family get added nutri-
ents they need, like calcium and protein. 

Whether celebrating Independence Day 
or relaxing following an afternoon in the 
sun, this tasty and nutritious summertime 
snack is one the whole family can enjoy to-
gether. For more inspiration and recipes to 
serve up summer fun, visit milklife.com.

Red, White and Blueberry Frozen Pops
SERVINGS: 10

1/2   cup granola
2   teaspoons brown  

  rice syrup
3/4   cup reduced fat milk
6   ounces fat free vanilla 

  Greek yogurt
1   cup whole strawberries, 

  tops removed water
1 1/4  cup blueberries, divided

• In small bowl, stir granola and brown 
rice syrup until combined. Using end of 
wooden spoon, press approximately 3/4 
tablespoon granola into each frozen pop 
mold. Granola should be packed tightly 
into bottom of molds.

• In another small bowl, stir together milk 
and yogurt; set aside.

• Using small food processor or high-pow-
ered blender, puree strawberries until 
smooth. Stir water into each puree so 

they are pourable, about 2 tablespoons 
each, more if necessary.

• Set aside 30 blueberries and puree re-
mainder. Add water, as needed, to  
make pourable.

• To layer pops, start by pouring, piping or 
syringing 1 tablespoon milk and yogurt 
mixture into each mold, covering granola 
layer. Put each mold in freezer until firm, 
at least 1 hour.

• Layer 1 tablespoon strawberry puree  
on top of frozen yogurt layer in each 
mold. Cover top of molds with foil, in-
sert sticks and freeze again until solid. 
Remove foil, add another layer of yogurt 
and freeze again.

• For final layer, add 1 tablespoon blue-
berry puree and 3 blueberries to each 
mold. Freeze until solid. Keep frozen pops 
in molds until ready to eat. Run each mold 
under lukewarm water for approximately 
10 seconds to loosen and remove frozen 
pops. Pops can be made 1 day in advance.

TIP: For clean lines between frozen yogurt layers, use small syringe.

NUTRITIONAL INFORMATION PER SERVING: 70 calories; 2 g fat; 0.5 g saturated fat; 3 g protein; 11 g carbohy-
drates; 1 g fiber; 20 mg sodium; 48 mg calcium (4% of daily value). Nutrition figures based on using reduced fat milk.

Cool Down with Patriotic Frozen Pops
The perfect treat to celebrate  

and escape the heat this summer

FAMILY 
FEATURE
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By Nicole Davis

You can’t replace the wisdom 
that comes from a lifetime spent in 
a business. Bill Heidenreich would 
know. As a fifth generation family 
member in the greenhouse indus-
try, he uses the knowledge of those 
he grew up around to successfully 
sustain Heidenreich Greenhouses 
on the Southside of Indianapolis.

“I cherish talking to all of these 
old timers, if we’re stuck and try-
ing to figure something out,” he 
said. “I call people all of the time to 
get their opinions. The industry in 
general, the greenhouse industry, 
is unique. If we have problems or 
need anything, we call each other 
and help each other. That has nev-
er changed.”

Heidenreich Greenhouses was 
started by Bill’s father, William 
“Bill” Arthur Heidenreich in 1956. 
Prior to that, starting in 1890, the 
Heidenreich family had a green-
house where the Garfield Park 
neighborhood is now.

When the elder Bill first opened 
the shop, it grew and sold fresh 
cut flowers grown directly in the 
ground. In the 60s, when that mar-
ket dipped, he began to transorm 
the business into what it is today. 
Growing up in the shop, with his 
brother and four sisters, the young-
er Bill said made for fun times and 
taught him valuable lessons.

“Growing up, we could play 
in here, when we were little,” he 
said. “It made for great hide-and-
seek games. As you got older and 
started helping out, at an early 

age you learn responsibility and 
how to do things. Nowadays, you 
look back and see we’re carpen-
ters, plumbers, custodians. We’re 
jack of all trades. We do every-
thing we can ourselves until we’re 
in over our head then we’ll call a 
company in to do something. You 
learn a lot. You have to. We do a 
lot of things besides manage the 
greenhouse here.”

Bill and his wife, Sherry, have 
owned the business since 2000. 
Heidenreich Greenhouses sells a 
full line of bedding plants: hang-
ing baskets, flats and pots with 
perennials and annuals. Gerani-
ums are the best seller, followed 
by vegetable plants. 

In the fall, the shop sells garden 
mums, asters, ornamental cab-
bage and kales. After Thanksgiv-
ing, it offers seven varieties of 
Christmas trees. With 13 green-
houses, flowers are grown for both 
retail and wholesale.

In its peak, mid April to mid 
June, the shop employees up to 
eight people. The busiest holiday 
season is Mother’s Day, coming up 
May 14. 

Business is going well, but it’s 
not without its past struggles. Bill 
said 25 years ago, the Southside 
had nearly 15 greenhouses. Then 
came the big chain stores which 
had a strong impact on the market. 
He said there are now four local 
greenhouses that grow for retail.

“You find some niches,” he said. 
“We expanded our wholesale. 
Now the retail is climbing back 
up. It cycles. We put out a good 

product. I think that keeps people 
coming back.”

There are many customers 
who prefer to shop local, and Bill 
said the best part of owning the 
business is getting to interact 
with his customers.

“I love to talk,” he said. “That’s 
kind of one of my downfalls. I talk 
too much. For me, that’s what life 
is about, the people. Yeah, you 
want to make a living, but it’s fun 
talking to these people. I look for-
ward to every season. I love see-
ing the people come in. People 
come in here, we don’t know their 
names, but we talk about each 
other’s kids, our families, how 
we’re doing.”

With a perishable product, Bill 
said they need to spent a lot of 
time in the shop tending to the 
flowers. It can be time consuming, 
but gratifying.

“It’s neat seeing something go 
from a seed to a finished plant 
and to go out the door,” he said. 
“I like what I do. I like the hustle 
and bustle when we’re busy. I like 
being able to leave when I want 
to. It’s neat walking in here in the 
morning first thing. You open that 
door, you smell the smell in here. 
It’s earthy and fresh. It’s peaceful.”

Heidenreich Greenhouses be-
gan growing Easter lilies last year, 
wholesale, and added two more 
greenhouses to accommodate 
the expansion. Bill said they could 
use one more greenhouse, but for 
now he’s happy with how things 
are going.

Greenhouse roots
Bill Heidenreich carries on a family trade tradition  

through Heidenreich Greenhouses

May 2017 | Issue 128 
 www.businessleader.bz

From left, Bill and Sherry Heidenreich have owned the greenhouse business since 2000.     Bill Arthur Heidenreich, founder of Heidenreich Greenhouses, tends to the ferns 
on April 25.     Inset, Heidenreich ancestors first opened greenhouses in Garfield Park in 1890. Photos by Nicole Davis

Getting to know Bill...
•   I like to go out to eat, anyplace with a 

good steak. I like Texas Roadhouse a lot. 
We go to Stacked Pickle: our daughter 
works there.

•   I like grilling.

•   I like watching basketball and baseball: 
Pacers and the Cincinnati Reds.

How did Bill do it?
BEST ADVICE:
To plan ahead and be organized. My wife 
is really good at that. I’m not and she’s 
teaching me.

WORST ADVICE:
I don’t know if I get bad advice because 
I came up through this. My dad was 
here. All the people we knew were in 
this industry.

BEST BUSINESS DECISION:
To do what we do and not go to work for 
anybody else. I could go to all my kids 
ball games when they were growing up. 
I have a lot more freedom. It has so many 
advantages. It helps having my dad here. 
When I need to head out, he can do things 
here and vice versa.

SECRET TO SUCCESS:
Heeding to advice from my dad and the 
other flower growers who have been 
doing this forever.

IN 5 YEARS...
I’ll be right here. This will be the same.

Heidenreich  
Greenhouses
502 National Ave. 

Indianapolis, IN 46227

(317) 786-1528 
heidenreichgreenhouses.com 

/HeidenreichGreenhouses
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By Mike Heffner

In the 12 years I have been in the recruiting 
business, there have been three tales. When I 
started in 2005, the economy was strong and 
the recruitment of skilled workers was tough. 
Then we went through the “Great Recession” 
and companies shed employees, closed down 
their business and just struggled to survive. The 
current market has a tougher economy, skilled 
workers are again tough to find and now even 
unskilled workers have become hard to find. 
This has created another environment for 
business owners that no one has seen before. 
Some are calling it the “gig” economy.

When I am talking to business owners 
these days, what I hear most is how difficult 
it is to find talent. As of late, low unemploy-
ment and the demands for companies to 
stay relevant with technology and the ever 
changing economy, it’s become difficult for 
companies of all sizes to recruit and retain 
the employees they need to be profitable.

Recently, Bob Funk, the co-owner and 
Founder of the Express Employment Profes-
sionals Franchise said “Unless employers raise 
wages, offer more opportunities for training 
and career advancement, or improve their 
work environments, its going to become 
harder to keep or recruit workers.” I agree 
with Bob that the dynamics have definitely 
changed. Today’s workers have lots of choic-
es and often have multiple job offers in hand.

Lower wage workers are tired of stag-
nant pay rates and have been demanding 

wage increases for several years. Many have 
pushed for minimum wage to be increased 
and I have said all along that will happen 
automatically when the market dictates it as 
the demand requires it. The blue collar work-
er is the heart of our economy and we are 
starting to see the participation rate come 
back (very slowly) since wages have started 
to increase (a little). In order for this trend to 
continue, employers have to be willing to 
give these workers a chance, pay competitive 
wages, be willing to train and treat them with 
respect. Our economy needs these workers 
and we need them to see hope versus sitting 
on the sidelines using government assis-
tance as a means of income.

The reason so many were drawn to 
Trump’s message of “Make America Great 
Again” was that so many had lost hope and 
wage growth was slow, even with low un-
employment. The “gig” economy is upon us. 
The American worker is figuring out they 
have some leverage with potential employ-
ers. And the employers that have their act 
together are going to attract and retain 
some very motivated people that are willing 
to work hard to prove they belong.

Roncalli hires Marsh  
as football coach

Athletics – Roncalli High School announced that Scott Marsh 
has been hired as the school’s head football coach. Marsh is 
the eighth head coach in the history of Roncalli football. He 
served as the defensive coordinator on last season’s team 
that went 15-0 and won the Class 4A state title.  Last season’s 
Roncalli defense allowed just 14.6 points per game and held 
six opponents under 10 points.  Marsh replaces Bruce Scifres, 
who resigned after 27 seasons to become the new executive 
director of the CYO (Catholic Youth Organization) for the Arch-
diocese of Indianapolis. Marsh has eight years of varsity head 
coaching experience, with stints at Thomas Carr Howe 
(2008) and Perry Meridian (2009 through 2015). 
Starting in August, Marsh will teach advanced 
physical conditioning at Roncalli. He cur-
rently teaches at Perry Meridian.

PERSONNEL MATTERS

Do you have the right mindset  
to attract talent?

This article is written by Mike Heffner, the 
owner of the local Greenwood Express 
Employment Professionals franchise. 
Contact Mike at Mike.Heffner@expresspros.
com, @IndySouthMike on Twitter or visit 
ExpressIndySouth.com.

IN OUR SCHOOLS

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE • SENSIBLE ADVICE®

At Horizon, we understand you need a business loan that can grow and flex along 
with your needs. With great rates and personalized service from people who put your 
business first, a Horizon business loan can help take your business further.

Talk to your local Business Advisor today!

Loan Decisions Next  
Business Day - Guaranteed*

IMAGINE
    a business loan that 
grows with you.

Member FDIC *Applies to Loan Requests of $100,000 or less. See an Advisor for details.

horizonbank.com
888-873-2640

hb-2017-business1-Southside-Business-Leader.indd   1 3/3/17   1:46 PM

LOOKING FOR A BETTER JOB?
Express can help you get hired today!
Express is the connection to over 350 top companies offering:
 • Career Advancement 
 • Better Hours or Increased Pay 
 

We have jobs and career opportunities in the following areas:

 • Engineering & Logistics 
 • Accounting & Finance 
 • Industrial & Warehouse 
 • Administrative & Clerical 
 • Skilled Manufacturing & Technical

(317) 888-5700 
201 S. Emerson Ave., Suite 110 
Greenwood, IN 46143

ExpressIndySouth.com

SBL Southside Business Leader



May 20 - June 16, 2017
Center Grove ICON
myICON.info

22 SBLSouthside Business Leader

Newly Incorporated 
Businesses

Davi Nails Salon and Spa, LLC
Katie Davis
1133 N. Emerson Rd.
Greenwood, IN 46143

Handly Homes
Scott C. Handley
5079 Russell Lane
Greenwood, IN 46143

Love, Peace and Hair
Holley Richter
377 E. Jefferson St.,  
Suite D
Franklin, IN 46131

Offbeat Boutique
Nicole A. Bolin
1479 Stormhaven Way
Greenwood, IN 46143

Southern Belle Salon
Kaylee Garrison
1675 W. Smith Valley Rd.
Greenwood, IN 46142

Upcoming chamber meetings  
and events

25 - Greater Greenwood Chamber 
of Commerce (IT Indianapolis 
Relocation Ribbon Cutting); May 
25, 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., 
107 N. State Rd. 135, Suite 202, 
Greenwood. For more information, 
visit greenwoodchamber.com.

31 - Greater Greenwood Chamber 
of Commerce (C-ISBDC Exporting 
Guide - Launch Your Own Business 
Workshop); May 31, 2 - 5 p.m., 
65 Airport Pkwy., Greenwood. 
For more information, visit 
greenwoodchamber.com.

2 - Greater Greenwood Chamber 
of Commerce (South Grove Eye 
Care Relocation Ribbon Cutting); 

June 2, 3 - 4 p.m., 373 Meridian 
Parke Lane, Suite E, Greenwood. 
For more information, visit 
greenwoodchamber.com.

6 - Franklin Township Chamber of 
Commerce (June Luncheon); June 
6, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., Franklin 
Road Branch library community 
room. Library CEO Jackie Nytes 
will speak. Jersey Mike’s will 
cater. For more information, visit 
franklintwpchamber.org.

8 - Greater Greenwood Chamber 
of Commerce (Quickbooks- 
Desktop/Financial Statements 
Workshop); June 8, 9 a.m. - 3 
p.m., Tilson, 1530 American 
Way, Suite 200, Greenwood. 
For more information, visit 
greenwoodchamber.com.

16 - Greater Beech Grove 
Chamber of Commerce (10th 
Annual Chamber Golf Outing); 
June 16, 8:30 a.m. shotgun start, 
Sarah Shank Golf Course, 2901 
S. Keystone Ave., Indianapolis. 
Registration is open now. 
For more information, visit 
beechgrovechamber.org.

20 - Greater Greenwood 
Chamber of Commerce 
(Business Matters Luncheon); 
June 20, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., 
Barn at Bay Horse Inn, 1468 W. 
Stones Crossing Rd., Greenwood. 
For more information, visit 
greenwoodchamber.com.

29 - Greater Greenwood Chamber 
of Commerce (June Membership 
101); June 29, 8:30 - 9:30 a.m., 

65 Airport Pkwy., Suite 140, 
Greenwood. For more information, 
visit greenwoodchamber.com.

By Andrew Angle

To get help with a “rewards card” offer 
a while back, I called the customer ser-
vice number from the retailer's website.

The lady who answered sounded ar-
ticulate. Unlike offshore call centers, she 
seemed to be an American with a Midwest-
ern accent that could have been a neigh-
bor. She efficiently lead me through ques-
tions to quickly arrive at an 
accurate answer. When the 
call was done, she asked a 
common question we hear 
at the end of such calls: "On 
a one to five scale, with one 
being being 'Not at all like-
ly' and five being 'Extreme-
ly likely,' How likely are you 
to recommend [our store] 
to a friend?"

Within two seconds I 
said, "One".

She paused and seemed to be holding 
back her breath when she said, "Sir, 'One' 
means Extremely UNlikely.” Is that what 
you meant? Unlikely to recommend our 
store to a friend?"

I said, "Yes."
She hesitated, "Why is it 'extremely un-

likely' that you will recommend our store 
to a friend?"

I said, "Because nobody asks me about 
where to shop."

She let out a sigh and said, "So, your 
answer is 'one - extremely unlikely to rec-
ommend to a friend'?" The tension and 
disappointment in her voice was obvious.

I said, "Right. Everybody knows the 
stores around here. Nobody has ever 
asked for my recommendation of which 
store to buy stuff from. So... one."

Sometime later my sister started work-
ing in a call center for a major wireless 
carrier. She told me how their perfor-
mance ratings are assessed. She ex-
plained that the question about how 
likely you are to recommend their busi-

ness to a friend or family 
is the big question that 
determines the custom-
er service agents' raises, 
reprimands or termina-
tions. Upon hearing that, 
I told her about reporting 
a "one" to the CSR from 
the retailer. She said, "Oh, 
that's bad. You could have 
cost her a raise, or worse."

Based upon that guilt-
ridden revelation, my 

online review requests have now been 
revised to read: "If asked, is [our busi-
ness] one that you would recommend to 
family or friends?"

Read more about getting online reviews at 
http://businessleader.bz/getreviews-2.

By Howard Hubler

Think about going on vacation this sum-
mer with your kids and think about United 
Airlines for a moment. To many people that 
are on the ball, in the next few weeks is when 
they're going to go ahead and buy their 
airline ticket. The vision that comes in their 
head is a video of a doctor sitting patiently 
on a United plane in his seat, subsequently 
being dragged off by two 
sheriffs while his broken 
nose bleeds from clinging 
hopelessly to his seat.

In politics, they say 
it's not the crime; it's 
the cover-up. In corpo-
rate America they say it's 
not the mistake, it's the 
follow-up public rela-
tions campaign. At the 
time this article goes to 
press, this activity will 
have played itself out in 
front of 300+ million Americans. The 
jury is still out whether United recovers 
or not. As I write this article a week after 
this video went viral, United Airlines has 
not done a very good job with its public 
relations campaign. From my perspec-
tive as a frequent flyer, I could see them 
offering one free ticket to any place 
United flies in continental United States. 
Since this was a public relations night-
mare, United would omit the custom-
ary blackout times of Christmas, Spring 
break and Easter. At press time, the doc-
tors daughter took a pass at $4 million 

and press pundits are making book at 
somewhere around 5 million. 

The biggest respect that I have for 
the airline industry is they have some 
fabulous lobbyists in Washington DC. I 
have fought some losing customer ser-
vice battles with every ounce of logic 
on my side but apparently without an 
ounce of rights to stand on. From time to 
time a TV celebrity is on a talk show and 

just pummels an airlin e 
because that is the only 
reprisal they have. The air-
lines are equal opportu-
nity discriminators. From 
the highest to the lowest 
citizen, every dog has 
their day. 

I always try to wind my 
stories up with a teachable 
moment. If you're ever sit-
ting on an airplane and 
two men and a windbreak-
er with "Sheriff" written on 

the back try to pull you out of your seat, 
don't grab on to the armrest tightly. It 
may very likely result in you breaking your 
nose. I broke my nose once and it was 
quite painful. I really dread the thought of 
having to go through that again.

The right questions boost ratings Flying the friendly skies

PLANNER OF NOTE

BIZ WEB PEER TO PEER

Howard Hubler can be reached at howard@
hubler.com.

Andrew Angle. of Greenwood, is the owner 
of NetGain Associates, Inc. He can be 
reached at 317.534.2382.

“If asked, is [our 
business] one 

that you would 
recommend to 

family or friends?"

“In corporate 
America they say 

it's not the mistake, 
it's the follow-up 
public relations 

campaign."
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Compiled by Cleveland Dietz II

A lifelong dream was accomplished when 
Tried & True Alehouse opened Jan. 9 in the 
Center Grove area.

Laura Gladish said it had been her hus-
band’s dream to own a restaurant for 30 
years. John Gladish had worked at a Texas 
Roadhouse for 25 years before hearing that 
the former Mucky Duck Grill & Bar location, 
2800 S. State Road 135, Suite 100, Green-
wood, became available. Laura said it all 
happened quickly after that.

The two worked 12 and 14 hour days 
ahead of the restaurant’s grand opening, 
cleaning, painting, preparing the menu, de-
ciding on the décor, hiring staff and more. 

They traveled to other restaurants that 
had similar looks and ambience to what they 
wanted and together, with a contractor, they 
came up with what Laura described as a “rus-
tic industrial” theme. Reclaimed wood from 
pallets extends a few feet up the walls. They 
used pipes for railing. Classic rock and con-
temporary country plays over the speakers.

Between 85 and 90 people are on the res-
taurant staff, many of them students at Cen-
ter Grove High School. According to Willie 
Roegner, operating partner at the alehouse, 
three of the six employees of the month se-
lected so far have been high school students.

Laura returned to work to help her hus-
band achieve his dream after she spent 
nearly 15 years as a stay-at-home mom to 
their three daughters.

“It has been a blast,” she said. “I’ve loved it. 
Getting to know all the staff. The business has 
been good and successful. It’s fun to watch and 

be a part of my husband’s dream coming true. I 
think we’ve achieved what he set out to do.”

Tried & True Alehouse is open 11 a.m. to 
11 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays, 11 – 
12 a.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 11 a.m. to 
10 p.m. Sundays.

Questions answered by Laura Gladish

Why did you open this business?
“It’s been my husband’s dream his whole life.”

What did you do to prepare for opening  
your business?
“Through the whole process, we were in here 
12, 14 hours a day. We did a lot of the work 
ourselves. We cleaned this place. We painted. 
We put together all of our—the material that 
we needed for the restaurant, training mate-
rial. Hiring the staff was a big part of [getting 
started]. Getting everything set up for the 
business to run. Meeting with different peo-
ple, food reps and things like that.”

Who is your ideal customer?
“A husband, wife and their kids coming in be-
tween school and a sports practice or music 
lessons or anything like that. Mostly families.”

How do you plan to be successful?
“It’s always just going to be providing top-
notch service, treating people the way we 
want to be treated in a restaurant. That’s No. 1.”

What would we be surprised to learn about 
you or your company?
“It might be that people that I’ve met in 
here probably don’t realize that I haven’t 
worked for such a long time.”

Tried and True
New Center Grove area Alehouse is a dream come true  

for owners John and Laura Gladish

OPEN 4 BUSINESS

Laura Gladish and Willie Roegner. Photo by Cleveland Dietz II

Tried & True Alehouse  •  2800 S. State Rd. 135, Suite 100, Greenwood, IN 46143
(317) 530-2706  •  triedandtruealehouse.com
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Avison Young
135 North Pennsylvania St.

Indianapolis, IN 46204
(317) 210-8811

Dialing Innovations
107 N. State Rd. 135,  

Suite 307
Greenwood, IN 46142

(877) 523-5384

First Financial Bank
8925 Madison Ave.

Indianapolis, IN 46227
(317) 865-0350

Franciscan Durable  
Medical Equipment
421 N. Emerson Ave.

Greenwood, IN 46143
(844) 906-4766

Monumental Valet  
Services (MOVAS)

101 W. Ohio St.,  
Suite 2000, PMB 249

Indianapolis, IN 46204
(888) 41-MOVAS

Orangetheory Fitness
1675 W. Smith Valley Rd.,  

Suite D-5
Greenwood, IN 46142

(317) 247-0000

OrthoIndy South
1260 Innovation Pkwy.
Greenwood, IN 46143

(317) 802-2154

Scott Lynch Agency
3209 W. Smith Valley Rd.

Greenwood, IN 46142
(317) 420-2867

Stoney Vann  
for Johnson  

County Sheriff 2018
1914 Old State Rd. 37
Greenwood, IN 46143

(317) 979-8839

Wells Fargo  
Home Mortgage

3147 W. Smith Valley Rd.
Greenwood, IN 46142

(317) 865-4706

New Members

Compiled by Nicole Davis and Brian Ruckle

Surrounded by his friends, family and 
coworkers, Steve Bechman officially retired 
from Horizon Bank as its Johnson County 
Market President on April 28. 

With a 27-year career in banking with 
Bargersville State Bank, Bechman took a risk 
in 1997 when he and two friends quit their 
jobs to launch a new financial institution, 
Heartland Community Bank. He and Jeff 
Goen sold Heartland to Horizen in 2012. 

"Steve is a wonderful person,” said Carolyn 
Clow, former mortgage lender with Horizen 
for six and a half years. “Steve is an old-fash-
ioned banker. He always has been. People 
come into the bank and the person they 
want to see is Steve Bechman. He has done 

business on a handshake in the past and 
people remember him for that.”

After selling to Horizon, he stayed on with 
the bank to help with its continued success. 
Bechman has served his Johnson County Com-
munity as board member and president for 
both the Franklin Chamber of Commerce and 
the United Way, and was also on the John-
son Memorial Health Foundation board for 
16 years. He’s currently serving on the board 
of the Franklin United Methodist Commu-
nity, and has also served on the Board for the 
Indiana 4-H Foundation. He earned the Dis-
tinguished Hoosier Award, one of the highest 
tributes given out by the State of Indiana to its 
citizens, in 2016 from Governor Mike Pence.

As for his retirement, Bechman says he plans 
to take advantage of more time to be outside.

Steve Bechman celebrates retirement with  
Horizon Bank as Johnson County market president

FEATURE

Steve Bechman chats with his friends and co-workers at his retirement party on April 28.     Photo by Brian 
Ruckle         Inset, Steve Bechman.     Submitted photo

SBL Southside Business Leader
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By Nicole Davis

Ori Wood started do-
ing stop motion films with his Legos, 
he said, “when I was little.” He wanted 
to make a movie so his parents intro-
duced him to the idea. 

Since then, the fifth grader has 
made stop motion movies for the 
school talent show, and even worked 
with classmate Aiden Hill, fourth 
grade, for a stop motion film for their 
book report. The Saints Francis & Clare 
Catholic School, Greenwood, student 
was recently able to get his entire 
class involved.

Response to Enrichment Teacher 
Sonny Moore suggested that Wood 
and Hill direct a Lego stop motion film 
with the fourth and fifth grade class 
about the story of Lent, from Jesus’ 
fast for 40 days in the dessert to Eas-
ter, the resurrection.

“The class took that under their 
wing,” Moore said. “We had kids step 
up, to write the script, content spe-
cialists to make sure everything was 
accurate, design. Every student elevat-
ed to what their talents were.”

The class worked together during 
its religion time and afternoon flex 
time. They chose, on their own, to 
take the work home, too. 

After 30 to 40 hours of work and 
4,000 pictures with Wood’s Canon 
Rebel, the 15-minute film was com-
plete. The class then promoted it like 
a real movie. They created a trailer 
that was sent out to each teacher a 
week before the showing. A room at 
SSFC was set up to resemble a movie 
theater, where approximately 100 
people viewed the film. It is also post-
ed online at ss-fc.org/cf_media/index.
cfm?g=574.

“It exceeded my expectations,” 
Moore said. “Everyone who has seen it 
said ‘wow, fourth and fifth grade stu-
dents did that?’ They did everything.”

Moore said the class pull together 
to demonstrate true teamwork. 

“Then the discussion that took place,” 
Moore said. “How do you think Jesus 
would feel when he was carrying the 
cross, when he was bleeding? The ani-
mation shows Jesus carrying the cross. 
They chose to use red Expo marker 
to represent his blood, but it has a 

neat effect on the movie itself. It really 
looks like he’s bleeding as he’s walk-
ing through the streets. I think they got 
much more out of this than just giving 
them something to read. They really 
sat and thought, what do you think 
it looked like when he was walking 
through the streets. They chose to visu-
alize that and represent that in a Lego 
design.”

The experience has only motivated 
Wood, as he plans to move away from 
Legos and into armature stop motion 
films, figures which move in a more 
life-like fashion.

“I liked how I felt like a real director, 
such as Wess Anderson or something,” 
Wood said. “The film I will make with 
actual figures, I will attempt to make it 
an hour and 30 minutes.”

Hill said that he learned a lot from 
Wood through the process, too.

“Ori taught us, some student 
thought you could raise a hand and 
put it back down, but you have to 
go little by little,” Hill said. “I feel that 
was a great project and I should do 
more of this. It makes me feel better.”

Lego Lenten Story
Fourth and fifth grade class at Saints Francis & Clare  

put together 15-minute stop motion film

FAITH

FEATURE

By Pastor  
Chris Philbeck

On a recent weekend, I preached a special 
message called, “A Life of IMPACT.” I used a 
story from Acts 10 where Peter has the op-
portunity to tell a man named Cornelius the 
truth about Jesus. In verses 37-38, Peter de-
scribes Jesus to Cornelius in a way that can 
be summarized like this: He went around 
doing good because God was with him. 

Now the Bible makes it clear that, as Chris-
tians, we’re to follow the example of Jesus. 
1 John 2:6 says, Whoever claims to lie in him, 
must walk as Jesus did. But thinking about fol-
lowing the example of Jesus can sometimes 
be difficult because Jesus did so many things 
that ordinary people like you and me will 
never do (think supernatural). At the same 
time, I don’t know anyone who can’t follow 
his example of doing good. 

Recently I read the story of Patrick Greene 
who lived in San Antonio, Texas who has 
had a long history of disliking Christians. 
At one point Greene, an outspoken atheist, 
threatened to sue Henderson County over 
the yearly manger display at the court-
house. “My wife and I had never had a Chris-
tian do anything nice for us,” Green said in a 
local newspaper interview. 

But all of that changed in March of 2012 
when the 63-year-old Greene learned that 
he needed surgery for a detached retina. He 
didn’t have money to pay for the surgery, and 
he had to give up his job driving a cab. But 
when Jessica Crye, a member of Sand Springs 
Baptist Church, heard about Greene’s situa-
tion, she told her pastor, Eric Graham, who 
then called Greene. Greene said, “If you really 
want to contribute something, we need gro-
ceries.” Greene thought that if anything, he’d 
see $50, or at most $100. But a few days later, 
the church sent a check for $400. More checks 
soon followed. The flabbergasted Greene said, 
“I thought I was in the Twilight Zone. These 
people are acting like what the Bible says a 
Christian does.” Now, rather than try to remove 
the manger display, Greene said he would like 
to add his contribution—a star for the top of 
the Nativity scene. However, Greene added, 
“You people can figure out how to plug it in.”

A simple willingness to do good for 
someone, whatever it might look like, can 
be a powerful thing. It might even make an 
eternal IMPACT. So do something good for 
someone today!

A life of IMPACT  
is a powerful thing

Chris Philbeck is senior pastor of  
Mount Pleasant Christian Church.  
You may email him at  
inquiry@mpccministry.com  
or call (317) 881-6727.

DEVOTIONAL

Left, Students at Saints Francis & Clare Catholic School work on the film through the Lenten season.      Submitted photo         Right top, Mr. Moore’s fourth and 
fifth grade students finished promotion of the Lego Lenten Story.           Right bottom, Ori Wood and Aiden Hill.      Photos by Meghan McCormick
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CENTER GROVE

Roger Ashby Jr. died on Sunday, May 7, 
2017. He was born Oct. 6, 1926 in Oakland City, 
Ind, the only son of Roger and Edith (Tisdale) 
Ashby. He and his wife, Pauline “Polly” New-
house had been married for 66 years when she 
passed away in 2013. They moved to Green-
wood in the late 90s to be near family. Services 
were May 10 at Wilson St. Pierre Funeral Ser-
vice & Crematory, Greenwood Chapel, Green-
wood.

Agnes Cecile Duncan, 81, of Greenwood, 
died on April 23, 2017. She was a 57-year mem-
ber of Our Lady of the Greenwood. Services 
were April 27 and 28 at G. H. Herrmann Green-
wood Funeral Home, Greenwood. A Mass of 
Christian Burial was April 28 at Our Lady of the 
Greenwood, Greenwood. Entombment will be 
at Forest Lawn Memory Gardens.

Sandra C. Merz-Abella, 80, of Green-
wood, died on Sunday, May 7, 2017. Ser-
vices were May 12 at Newcomer Fu-
neral Home - Indianapolis Chapel. 
Interment is at Greenlawn Cem-
etery. 

Kenneth L. Swain, 56, of Greenwood, died 
April 27, 2017. Kenneth attended Center Grove 
High School and graduated in Honolulu, Ha-
waii. He owned and operated SwainCo. Crawl 
Space and Basement Repair in Greenwood. 
Services were April 30 and May 1 at Faith Com-
munity Church, Indianapolis. Celebration of life 
was May 1. Burial is in Mt. Pleasant Cemetery.

Geraldine “Gerry” Thorne, 85, of India-
napolis, died May 6, 2017. Gerry was a member 
of Emmanuel Church of Greenwood. She retired 
from USA Track & Field. Services were May 13 at 
G. H. Herrmann Greenwood Funer-
al Home at The Gardens at Olive 
Branch. Burial is at Forest 
Lawn Memory Gardens.

OBITUARIES

Center Grove obituaries are printed free of charge and published once a month. Funeral directors are encouraged 
to send obituaries and photos to words words@icontimes.com

Father’s Day 2017
“What is one special skill your dad has?  

Why is this special? What are some examples of him using his skill?”

Father’s Day is just one day out of 365 to show our fathers appreciation for rais-
ing us and helping to shape us into who we are today! Though we try our best 
to appreciate Dad the whole year round, we sometimes lose track of all he’s 

done for us. Take this Father’s Day as an opportunity to show Dad how much you 
care with a genuine letter from you, personally!

Though we know it’s difficult sharing all the wonderful things about your father 
in just one page, we ask that entries do not exceed one page or 300 words. 

Elementary or middle school students from Center Grove/White Riv-
er Township. Please include your name, age, grade, and school 
or home address on the letter as well. The three best en-
tries will be selected and published in the June 17 issue of  
Center Grove Icon. 

Deadline for submissions is June 2 
Mail or drop off your entry to:
ATTN: Father’s Day, Center Grove Icon
7670 S. US 31, Indianapolis, IN 46227
or email entries to: news@southsidetimes.com

Submit Your
Entry Today!

EXCLUSIVE
$750
with purchase of any vehicle

INDIANAPOLIS    BROWNSBURG    LEBANON

Gift Card

Must present this ad at time of purchase. No cash value. Expires 06/01/2017.

CALL 317-451-4007
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All Gave Some
Some Gave All

“Their devotion, their valor 
and their sacri�ce will live 

forever in the hearts of their 
grateful countrymen.”

~ General John J Pershing

Everything you need for less
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www.legacycremationfuneral.com
1604 W. Morris Street

(317) 637-3733 
5215 N. Shadeland Avenue

(317) 562-0145 
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Andrea McCoy
School corporation names Center Grove Middle School educator as Teacher of the Year

Compiled by Nicole Davis

Center Grove Middle School Central 8th 
grade science teacher, Andrea McCoy, ac-
cepted the 2016-17 Center Grove Commu-
nity School Corporation Teacher of the Year 
award on May 1. Two weeks later, and she 
says she is still overwhelmed and humbled 
by the honor.

“Everybody has been really supportive,” she 
said. “I feel I work with a great school. I have 

a really supportive staff. This is such a group 
effort… I feel I have the ability to put my best 
foot forward with the support I’ve been given.”

McCoy, originally from Southern Indiana, 
graduated from Indiana University with a 
marketing major. She went through a transi-
tion to teaching program at the University of 
Indianapolis. She has taught at Center Grove 
since 2011, starting as a computer teacher. 
This is her fourth full year teaching science.

She describes her teaching style as engaging.

“That’s always my goal, to make sure 
students are engaged,” she said. “I work re-
ally hard to switch activities often and keep 
them interested in the content. My goal is to 
have them leave every day interested in sci-
ence and wanting to learn more.”

The Teacher of the Year was chosen by a 
Franklin College committee. McCoy will receive 
a $1,000 check to spend on her classroom, and 
will now represent the school corporation in 
the Indiana Teacher of the Year competition. 

As she concludes the 2016-17 school year, 
she said she looks forward to what the future 
has in store as far as her career as an educator.

“I’m always looking forward to what am I 
going to change for next year, how can I im-
prove, how can I contribute in a different way,” 
she said. “I feel I work in a great building and 
corporation where we’re always learning new 
things. It excites me to try new things.”

Here, learn more about our June Center 
Grove ICON of the Month, Andrea McCoy.

What do you consider your greatest 
virtue? Enthusiasm. I try to tackle challenges 
with a positive attitude and enthusiasm. 

What do you most deplore in others? 
When someone is closed-minded. We can 
always learn new things.

What do you like most about living 
in Center Grove? I love the sense of 
community in Center Grove. The generosity 
from community members to our schools 
always amazes me. On a less serious note, I 
hate driving, so I like living so close to school. 

If you had to live anywhere else in the 
Metro Indianapolis area, where would it 
be? I would love to live in Lockerbie next to 
Mass Ave. This relates back to my hate for 
driving, because I would enjoy being able to 
walk to the grocery or to dinner.

If you could begin life over, what would 
you change? I would love to be more 
spontaneous. 

If money were no issue, how would you 
spend it? Travel the world! My list of places 
to visit just keeps growing!

What makes you happiest? Being with my 
family and friends and of course, my puppy. 

What is your favorite vacation spot? I love 
constantly trying somewhere new – new 
cultures, sights, and of course, the food. 

What do you do with idle time? I love to 
read. Embarrassingly, I really enjoy reading 
young adult series. I used to say I read 
them so that I could talk to my students 
about them, but I think they all know 
better by now. 

What is it that makes you angry? When 
I feel that I am not being heard or things 
are not fair. 

What do you do to escape from reality? 
I love to cook. It brings out my inner zen. I 
love trying new recipes and cookbooks. 

What or who is the greatest love of your 
life? My husband, Grant, makes me laugh 

every day and is patient with me when I am 
stressing about something. Can I also say our 
dog, Cooper? I once had a student confess 
that she did not even know I was married 
because I talked about my dog so much. So, I 
clearly can’t leave him out. 

Which living person in Center Grove do 
you most admire? I am constantly blown 
away by the dedication and caring attitude 
of the staff at my school. They put our 
students first, support one another, and 
always have the most creative ideas on how 
to engage students.

What is the quality you like most in a 
man? Compassion for others and the ability 
to not take themselves seriously

What is the quality you like most in a 
woman? Compassion for others and the 
ability to not take themselves seriously

What is your greatest extravagance? Travel 

What are your fears/phobias? My family 
always says I have “fomo”, the fear of 
missing out! 

What has been the happiest time of your 
life? I love meeting new people and trying 
new things, so leaving home and heading to 
IU was a whole lot of that. 

Which talent would you most like to 
possess? I would love to be able to sing. 

What do you most value in your friends? 
Dependability and humor

Which historical figure do you most 
admire? Right now, it would be the women 
recognized in the book/movie Hidden 
Figures. (Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson, 
Dorothy Vaughan) Typically, any female 
scientist makes my heart happy. 

What is your greatest regret? I don’t really 
believe in regrets. Even the mistakes have 
provided me with the opportunity to learn 
and grow. If I HAD to pick something, I would 
have another dog. 

What tenet do you live by? Seek first to 
understand than to be understood
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Nick’s 
Tree 
Service

AVAILABLE SERVICES

• Tree Removal 
• Trimming
• Stump Grinding 
• Finish Grading
•  Bucket Truck 

Work 
• Climbing 
• Lot clearing 

LOCALLY OWNED 
& OPERATED

CALL
TODAY!

(317)
524-9100

SERVICE GUIDE

Quiz
on Page 3

1. B
2. B
3. C
4. D
5. B

Visit online:  myICON.info

TREE REMOVAL

LAWN SERVICE

EMPLOYMENT

Lawncare and Tree removaL ServiceS

Emergency or Scheduled Services
317-626-5973

TREE REMOVAL

GEORGE’S LAWN SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated Since 1990

Serving Indianapolis and Surrounding Areas • Commercial / Residential

317-359-2524
■ Mowing ■ Mulching ■ Shrub/Tree Planting
■ Shrub Trimming ■ Sodding & Seeding ■ Finish Grading
■ Lawn Maintenance ■ Spring & Fall Clean-up

Try doing something new in 2017!

JOIN OUR TEAM!
Seeking an Advertising  

Sales Representative on Southside of Indy.

SEND RESUME TO BRIAN@SOUTHSIDETIMES.COM
SALES EXPERIENCE REQUIRED

CENTER GROVECENTER GROVE CENTER GROVE

ADVERTISE IN THE 
SERVICE GUIDE...
CALL US TODAY (317) 300-8782 
FOR MORE INFORMATION.



ANY PLUMBING REPAIR
OR DRAIN CLEANING

Not valid with any other offers. Cannot combine offers. Some restrictions apply. Coupon 
must be presented at time of service. Expires 5/31/17

Go to www.CartersMyPlumber.com for more info!

 DRAIN WATER HEATER & CLEAN AIR SCREEN

Excludes Tankless Flush. Coupon must be presented at time of service. Expires 5/31/17

WATER 
HEATER 
FLUSH

$49

Plumber to your door!

$29
Monday-Friday 8a-3p. Coupon must be presented at time of service. Cannot be 
combined with any other offers. Fee waived with work done.  5/31/17

Save $700 or 21 Mos ZERO % Financing     Expires 5/31/17

ANY TUB/SHOWER 

CO
88

90
00

54

8:00 AM 5:00 PM10:00 AM 12:00 PM 3:00 PM

SAVE $50

859-9999
Call now!

ZERO % FINANCING AVAILABLE

CO88
90

00
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Lowest Price in INDY!

Max & Bella
Stress Management

Kelson & Jamie
  2nd & 3rd Generation 

Plumbers

REPLACEMENT 

$700

  IN JUST ONE DAY! 
 You Can Get A New Tub 

FREE In-
Home Estimate!       

Call 859-9999

SAVEFREE      
ESTIMATE


