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Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Nicole Davis at 
300-8782 or email her 
at news@myICON.info. 
Remember, our news 
deadlines are several 
days prior to print. 
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By Erin Handy

Center Grove High School students have 
been hard at work rehearsing for the up-
coming fall musical production of Guys and 
Dolls. This week has been full of dress re-
hearsals, fine-tuning of songs and fixing fi-
nal details in scenes. It will premiere Nov. 18, 
7:30 p.m. in the Center Grove High School 
Auditorium. Additional shows are Saturday 
at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 2:30 p.m. 

The story of Guys and Dolls follows three 
gamblers in 1930s New York City and the 
romantic entanglements they find them-
selves in. 

“It’s farcical. It’s fun and dramatic at the 
same time”, describes Taylor Ward, a senior 
at Center Grove High School who plays one 
of the lead roles. 

The musical was based on a book by Jo 
Swerling and Abe Burrows, with music and 
lyrics by Frank Loesser. As Center Grove senior 
Adrianna Goss, who also plays one of the leads, 
says, “My favorite number is the Havanna 
scene because there’s so much high energy.” 

It originally debuted in 1950, and is 
thought to be one of the most successful 
musicals of all time, even winning a Tony 
Award for Best Musical.

The cast includes over 40 Center Grove 
students and is directed by Kathleen Kersey. 
She says“I am most proud of the kids for 
accepting the challenges and moving for-
ward in a positive and aggressive way.” Her 
thoughts were echoed by another senior in 
the production, Olivia Buck, who noted “My 
favorite part is probably the process, going 
over lines and working through scenes. For 
the moment it clicks.” 

Tickets can be purchased in advance at 
cgtheatre.org and they will also be available 
at the door. Seating is reserved. 

Center Grove students 
present Guys and Dolls 

as its fall musical

Submitted photos

Franciscan Health Unveils 
Plans for Growth 

in Johnson County
Health  - To meet the healthcare demands 
in the fast-growing suburbs of northern 
Johnson County, Franciscan Health has big 
plans to go smaller with a new model of 
hospital and outpatient care.

Franciscan Health is poised to begin 
work on a new outpatient and specialty 
care pavilion and a connecting micro-
hospital, including an emergency depart-
ment in White River Township. Its loca-
tion is near State Road 135 and Stones 
Crossing Road.

Among the features of the three-sto-
ry medical complex, which has nearly 
85,000 square feet, are:

·   58 patient exam rooms for fam-
ily medicine and internal medicine 
services. This space will enable 
doctors and nurses to work more 
collaboratively. Additionally, this 
area also would include six consul-
tation rooms which can be used by 
clinical educators.

·  A pediatric wing with 16 exam rooms

·  Lab and blood draw rooms

·   Full-scale imaging services (ultra-
sound, CT, MRI and X-ray)

·   A 15-room “Flex Clinic” to be used 
with different specialty physicians on 
a rotation basis

·   A rehabilitation area with seven 
treatment bays, hand therapy, 
speech therapy and activities of 
daily living kitchen

·   Office space for obstetrical and gyne-
cological care

·   A wellness/spa area offering ser-
vices such as massage therapy, 
acupuncture, mammography, vein 
clinic and bone density scanning. 
Some of this area would be dedi-
cated for retail sales.

The Franciscan Health Stones Crossing 
micro-hospital facility, approximately 
20,000 square feet, will include:

·   A freestanding emergency depart-
ment with approximately 10 emer-
gency bays or exam rooms which will 
operate 24/7 and include full imaging 
and lab support.

·   Approximately eight inpatient rooms

Construction on Franciscan Health’s 
project is expected to begin in March 
2017. Both facilities are expected to be 
complete in late fall 2018. The estimated 
cost of the overall project is $50 million.

Express Employment 
Professionals in 

Greenwood moving to 
larger location

Business  - The Express Employment 
Professionals Indy South office will soon 
move to a larger location at 201 S. Em-
erson Ave. Suite 110 in Greenwood. The 
new location is scheduled to open for 
business the first week of January, 2017. 
According to Mike Heffner, local fran-
chise owner of the office, Express made 
this change to continue to grow their 
employment services for clients and job-
seekers in the community. The new loca-
tion will allow for additional desks and 
expansion of internal staff, a larger con-
ference and training room, and a newer 
building space that has a more profes-
sional and prominent location.

Emerson Real Estate Investments, 
also owned by Heffner, recently pur-
chased the 201 S. Emerson Ave parcel of 
the building, formerly known as Em-
erson Way, from Ohio Properties.  The 
201 S. Emerson Ave. parcel is physically 
connected to 225 S. Emerson Ave. The 
201/225 S. Emerson Ave. building is just 
south of the Starbucks location on the 
Southeast corner of Main St. and Emer-
son Ave. The 201 S. Emerson Ave. build-
ing offers over 12,400 square feet of pro-
fessional office space and will be divided 
up into three professional office suites. 
Express will occupy about 6,000 square 
feet of the overall space. Express is in the 
process of renovating and upgrading the 
inside of this new, larger space. They will 
also be updating the entrance of their 
building suite and some of the front 
parking area. For more information, visit 
ExpressIndySouth.com.
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Restonic Pearl Mattress
Luxury Firm or Euro Top
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                    REG         NOW
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King set      $1699  $1300 
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FREE DELIVERY 

within 25 miles
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Compiled by  
Nicole Davis

Seeing the new 
faces and new energy 

brought to the Greenwood Police Depart-
ment recently has been uplifting, says Lt. 
James Prior. 

“We’ve had about a dozen new faces in 
the last 18 months,” he says, in September. 
“That’s been refreshing, seeing them learn 
and seeing them make mistakes. Seeing 
them enjoy the job re-instills why I got in 
this (line of ) work to begin with.”

Prior grew up in Long Island, N.Y., moving to 
Greenwood in 1996 where he still resides with 
his wife and two children. He attended Uni-
versity of Indianapolis, University of Cincinnati 
and earned other professional certifications 
from Northwestern University School of Police 
Staffing and Command and University of Ten-
nessee’s National Forensic Academy.

Through his time with the Greenwood 
Police Department, Prior has worked as ev-
erything from patrolman and deputy chief 
of police, to commander of investigations. 
He was promoted to lieutenant in 2015 and 
currently oversees nine additional officers on 
one of the department’s two night shifts.

“It helps for our people and the residents 
of Greenwood and of Johnson County to re-
alize how fortunate we are to have employ-
ees that we do have,” Prior says. “We have 
employees who possess a very strong po-
tential and dedication in light of difficulties 
they face both on and off the job. We’ve had 
many officers come from much more lucra-
tive jobs come to be police officers. I truly 
envy that motivation.”

What was your inspiration to become a 
police officer? 

It was always something about service, 
being able to make an impact on people’s 
lives as well as the variety of work, being 
outdoors and interacting with people. 

What has been one of your most 
gratifying moments on the job? 

Several years ago, I came upon a father 
doing cocaine in front of his one or two year 
old child. He was arrested. Department of 
Child Services was involved. Three or four 
years later I ran into him. He approached me 
and said that moment had such an impact 
on turning his life around, gaining employ-
ment and reconnecting with his child. It was 
one of those things we hope comes more 
often with the job than it does. 

What aspect of the job do you find most 
challenging? 

Sacrifices as a whole - the sacrifice of 
family time, physical and emotional sacri-
fices. This job takes its toll on people in sev-
eral ways. It’s not the most lucrative career. 
Then, of course, the dynamic of the public 
right now, their view of the police, trying to 
keep our head up and do what we do. 

What do you enjoy doing in your off-time? 
Traveling the nation’s national parks and 

state parks. I often go out to Colorado, Utah 
and South Dakota. We’ve been as far as 
Maine. I enjoy what we have here. I’ve been 
fortunate to travel internationally, but there 
are a variety of treasures here. 

What are your future goals, 
professionally or personally?

Ideally, I’d like to teach in a post second-
ary atmosphere. I’ve found throughout my 
professional and academic learning that 
those instructors who were able to fill that 
nexus of both academic and professional 
experience, applying what was taught to 
real world learning circumstances created 
the most profound learning experience. I’d 
like to do something like that in the future. 

What would you have done if you hadn’t 
become a police officer? 

Among the realm of possibilities would 
be fire services.

James Prior
Greenwood Police lieutenant finds motivation 
in overseeing the department’s newer officers

BEHIND 
the BADGE

By Jeff Beck

Banta, Indiana or “Banty” as neigh-
bors call the community: the com-
munity knows very quickly if some-
one calls neighborhood Banta, they 
are not longtime residents. This small 
community is located in the south-
west corner of White River Township.  
Residents of the community love 
the area and are happy to call Banty 
home; multiple generations continue 
to live in the area.  An interesting fact 
about the community is four school 
districts are located at the intersec-
tion on 800W and 300N, downtown. 
Center Grove, Martinsville, Moores-
ville and Franklin Community Schools 
share a boundary at the intersection.

Banta United Methodist Church, 
Banta General Store and Banta Com-
munity Hall are the main build-
ings in immediate area. Banta Store 
closed after the health of longtime 
owner Madonna Musgrave’s began 
to fail. The Musgrave family, led by 
husband Boyd, loved the commu-
nity and felt it necessary to continue 
operations of store. Madonna, along 
with her son Jim, operated the Banta 
Store for many years after death of 
Boyd. Customers could purchase a 
“smashed” Sandwich, coke or other 
snacks. Stories tell of the sandwich 
being made and Boyd would place 
his massive hand on top and “smash.” 
The store will be remember as being 
full of antiques and other of conver-
sation, including “liar’s benches.” Sto-
ries both true and maybe stretched a 
little were enjoyed by everyone visit-
ing. Christmas time one could enjoy 
free peanuts or purchase peanut 
brittle, orange slices and many old 
time chocolate favorites: these treats 

sold out quickly. Madonna’s pass-
ing ended many years of continuous 
operation of the local landmark. The 
store was purchased by Musgrave’s 
from the St. John family.

Banta Hall is located approx. one 
hundred feet east of the store. The 
hall enjoys a long history and one 
must give great credit to Shelly 
(Haymaker) and Mike Kelly along 
with Dan Parker and other dedicat-
ed community residents for keep-
ing the Banta Hall open and looking 
good. The hall is available for rent for 
events such as weddings, receptions 
and family gatherings. Visit bantach.
org for additional information. 

Banta Hall was well known for its 
farm-to-table smorgasbord meals 
served first Thursday of each month. 
History tells us guests enjoyed a 
meal for 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. start-
ing in 1916 with last count at 400 in 
1969. Women from the Banta United 
Methodist Church started serving 
meals with profits supporting Banta 
Church, Banta Hall, Fletcher Place 
and Goodwill Industries. Cost of a 
meal started at 25 cents and ended 
at $1.75. An awesome job was done 
by dedicated ladies serving their 
church and community.

Have extra time or just want a 
drive in White River Township? Enjoy 
a tree-lined drive on county road 800 
west approximately two miles south 
of Whiteland Road (500N). Stop at 
the church, walk to the Banta Hall, 
and view the old store. I am confi-
dent residents will ask how you are 
doing, if you need help or just share a 
memory. Banta is special; welcome to 
the community.

HISTORY & 
ARCHITECTURE

Get to know the 
“Banty” community within 

White River Township

Jeff Beck is a lifelong Bargersville resident who has a passion for 
the history of the Center Grove area. He has authored the books, 
Bargersville and Center Grove: Unveiling the Past.

COMMUNITY

James Prior Photo by Nicole Davis
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Q:  If you could share 
Thanksgiving dinner today 
with one person in history, 

 who would it be?  Why?

face to face

“It would be with my 
Granny. I would love to 
sit down and eat another 
meal with her and hear 
about my family through 
her eyes again.”

Jared Norman

“If I could enjoy 
Thanksgiving dinner 
with anyone, it would 
be Ben Franklin. The 
man was a statesman, 
inventor, diplomat, 
playboy, and topped it 
all off with a legendarily bawdy sense 
of humor. How could the meal possibly 
be boring? Moreover, it would be 
interesting seeing how he would feel 
eating turkey, a bird he fought so hard 
to be named our national bird!”

Ryan Handy

“I wish I could share 
Thanksgiving with my 
deceased grandmother 
as a 40-year-old woman, 
before she developed 
dementia. I wish I 
could ask her all of the 
personal questions that I never got to 
ask her about what her life was like 
when she was younger.”

Emily Steeb

“If I could spend 
Thanksgiving dinner 
with anyone in history, 
I would choose my 
grandmother who 
passed away when I was 
only three years old.  
My family always shares their special 
memories and stories of her and I wish 
I could share some of my own.  Plus, I 
heard she is an amazing cook.”

Grace Maher

Powerful  
solutions  
for powerful 
businesses.

Businesses depend 
on Duke Energy for 
our reliable service, 
competitive rates, and 
technical support to help 
manage their energy use. 

Our award-winning site 
selection services are 
also available to help our 
business customers gain 
a competitive edge – and 
have a positive impact on 
our communities.

Mike Combs
NMLS #924181

EXPERTS AT SERVING 
OUR CUSTOMERS.  

AND OUR COMMUNITY.

©2016 The National Bank of Indianapolis      www.nbofi.com      Member FDIC       

West Smith Valley Road and SR 135 

317-882-8200
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By Rick Morwick

For as long as Russ Yeast can remember, 
football has been a central part of his life.

As a toddler, he visited NFL training 
camps and hung around pros. As a young 
child, he was a youth league standout and 
regularly attended high school and college 
football practices.

 As a teen, he became a star player, a ma-
jor college recruit and is today a major rea-
son why the Center Grove High School foot-
ball team is bidding for a second straight 
IHSAA state championship. The Trojans, cur-
rently 11-1, will play Ben Davis, 9-3, in the 
Class 6A semi state game on Nov. 18. 

“I grew up around football, because my 
dad played and coached,” said Yeast, a se-
nior all-purpose player. “So football’s always 
been a part of my life.”

From the cradle to the present day, Yeast 
has had more than just a passive connec-
tion to football. 

That’s because his father, Craig Yeast, is a 
former college star who played three sea-
sons in the NFL, four in the Canadian Foot-
ball League and has been a high school or 
college coach since the end of his playing 
days in 2008.

One of the most prolific pass catchers in 
SEC history while a player at the University 
of Kentucky (1995-98), the elder Yeast is 
now in his first season as the offensive coor-
dinator and quarterbacks coach at Franklin 
College. Prior to that, he was the head coach 
at Fremont Ross High School in Fremont, 
Ohio, where his son was a star wide receiver.

The Yeasts moved to the Center Grove 
area after Craig accepted the coaching po-
sition at NCAA Division III power Franklin 
College. Although relocating wasn’t easy, it 
was nothing new for a family accustomed 
to new zip codes because of Craig’s foot-
ball vocation.

Craig, 39, played two NFL seasons with the 
Cincinnati Bengals and one with the New York 
Jets. He also played four CFL seasons with 
the Hamilton Tiger-Cats and one with the 
Saskatchewan Roughriders before retiring as 
a player. He then served one season as head 
coach of Bryan Station High School in Lexing-
ton, Ky., before becoming the wide receivers 
coach at Tiffin University in Tiffin, Ohio. He 
coached at Tiffin until taking the head coach-
ing job at Fremont Ross High School, where 
he coached his son for two seasons.

“Any time you pack your family up and 
move from one place to another, it’s not 
easy,” Craig said. “The good thing about it 
is, being a football coach we’ve done it a 

couple of times. Every time it gets a little 
bit easier, but at the same time it gets a 
little bit harder.

“The transition for my family has been ex-
cellent, and it’s been a good transition for 
myself here at Franklin.”

For Russ, 17, the transition has not 
only been smooth, but welcome.

A University of Louisville recruit, 
Russ was immediately embraced by 
classmates and is, for the first time 
in his high school career, playing for 
a powerhouse team. The Trojans are 
highly regarded as frontrunners 
for the Class 6A title and are bid-
ding for what would be their third 
state championship overall.

“The season has been really, really 
fun,” said Russ, a running back/wide 
receiver who leads Center Grove in rushing, 
receiving and touchdowns. “We’re a tight-
knit group. Everybody gets along well. From 
the day I stepped foot on campus, every-
body’s welcomed me.

“The transition really wasn’t that hard at 
all. From the day I stepped foot on campus, 
everybody’s welcomed me. Everybody’s 
been pretty nice, so making new friends and 
interacting with people was never an issue.”

A multi-sport athlete who plays baseball 
and runs track, Russ has been one of the 
Trojans’ top playmakers all season. He at-
tributes the team’s success to Center Grove’s 
coaches and his personal development to 
his father, a lifelong role model.

“He’s been a really big one. He’s somebody 
that’s right there in front of me every day, 
that’s already done what I’m trying to do,” 
Russ said. “I can look at his example and use 
his knowledge to better myself and try to get 
to the same level that he was at one time.

“He really helps me and just guides me in 
the right direction where I need to go.”

For his part, Craig didn’t steer Russ to-
ward football and credits the instruction of 
others for his son’s success.

“He’s been around football since the 
time he was born,” Craig said. “When I was 
playing with the Bengals, he’d come out 
to training camp and run around on the 
field with me, and guys that I played with 
would take him and run around with him 
a little bit. It’s just something he’s always 
been around.

“I never really pushed him toward foot-
ball. It’s something that he wanted to do 
and got better and better at it as he went 
along. I don’t take a lot of credit for teaching 
him the game of football. I give all the credit 
to the other people that he’s been around.”

Cover Story

Passed down
Center Grove’s newest football star Russ Yeast learns his skills  
from former NFL player and his father, Craig

Russ and Craig Yeast. Submitted Photos

COMMUNITY

Getting to know 
Craig…

NAME:  Craig Yeast

AGE: 39

OCCUPATION: Offensive coordina-
tor/quarterbacks coach and coor-
dinator of intramural at Franklin 
College.

COACHING BACKGROUND: Served one 
season as head coach of Bryan 
Station High School in Lexington, 
Ky.; served five seasons as wide 
receivers coach at Tiffin University 
in Tiffin, Ohio; served two seasons 
as head coach of Fremont Ross 
High School in Fremont, Ohio.

COLLEGE BACKGROUND: Played for 
seasons (1995-98) at the Univer-
sity of Kentucky, where he once 
held the SEC career receptions 
record with 201.

NFL BACKGROUND: Was selected 
by the Cincinnati Bengals in the 
fourth round of the 1999 NFL 
Draft; played two seasons with 
the Bengals and one with the 
New York Jets.

CFL BACKGROUND: Played four sea-
sons with the Hamilton Tiger-
Cats and one with the Saskatch-
ewan Roughriders

PERSONAL: Is married to Tori Yeast; 
couple has a son, Russ, 17, and a 
daughter, Kiyah, 14. Both children 
attend Center Grove High School.

Getting to know  
Russ…

NAME:  Russ Yeast

AGE:  17

HIGH SCHOOL:  Center Grove

YEAR:  Senior

SPORTS:  Football,  track and field.

COLLEGE PLANS:  Has accepted a 
football scholarship to the Uni-
versity of Louisville.

POSITIONS:  Running back, wide re-
ceiver, defensive back.

SIZE:  5-foot-11, 185 pounds.

PERSONAL:  Younger sister, Kiyah, 
is a Center Grove freshman. She 
competes in varsity soccer and 
track and field.
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Center Grove News Quiz

1 Jump on the _______ Train as 
the Town of Bargersville hosts 

its annual holiday celebration on 
Dec. 2, 3 - 5 p.m.

❏ A. Twinkle
❏ B. Christmas
❏ C. Santa
❏ D. Main

2 Jeff Beck in his history column 
shares that the Banta community, 

on the southwest corner of White River 
Township, is referred to as what?

❏ A. Bandy ❏ B. Banter
❏ C. Banity ❏ D. Banty

3 Which musical production 
will Center Grove High School 

students perform on Nov. 18?

❏ A. Guys and Dolls
❏ B. Elf
❏ C. The Nutcracker
❏ D. Music Man

4 Center Grove athlete Russ 
Yeast has helped play a part 

in leading which team to the semi-
state championships?

❏ A. Band
❏ B. Soccer
❏ C. Football
❏ D. Basketball

5 Who won North Grove 
Elementary School’s mock 

election for president of the  
United States?

❏ A. Hillary Clinton
❏ B. Donald Trump
❏ C. Gary Johnson
❏ D. Jill Stein

How well do you know your Center Grove community?  
Test your current event knowledge each month with a little Q&A!

Answers on Page 23

TWEET 
of the 

MONTH

Maple Grove Elem.
@MapleGroveElem

posted on Nov 9.

"Mrs. Maxwell’s aeronautical 
engineers designing & 

testing paper airplanes and 
then calculating differences 

in distance with unlike 
fractions." 

“Indy’s Oldest Heating & Cooling Co.”

317-639-1111 callthiele.com

FREE
2nd Opinion

Will be honored upon presentation of
Competitor Invoice at time of service.

Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 9/20/16.

133rd Anniversary Sale

$59.95
Furnace

or Heat Pump
Tune Up

Must present at time of service.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Mon-Fri 8am-4pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 9/20/16.

133rd Anniversary Sale

Must present at time of service.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.

Thiele 639-1111. Expires 9/20/16.

1/2
price

Service call
Must present at time of service.

Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount
W/ paid repair. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 9/20/16. M-F 8-4

133rd Anniversary Sale

No Hassle Financing Available! WAC

Save
$45

133rd Anniversary Sale

FREE
10 Year Warranty
on the purchase of a

90% furnace,
air conditioner or heat pump

Save up to

$480

w/ paid repair. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 12/31/16.  M-F 8-4 Thiele 639-1111. Expires 12/31/16. Mon-Fri 8am-5pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 12/31/16. Mon-Fri 8am-5pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 12/31/16.
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Mock it up
North Grove students cast vote  

for president, governor and movie night  
in Indiana Kids’ Election

By Nicole Davis

North Grove Elementary students 
had three questions on their ballot on 
Nov. 8: Who should be president, who 
should be governor and should Finding 
Dory or Secret Life of Pets be featured in 
the next movie night?

“We’re trying to raise awareness 
of the election and how the process 
works,” said Assistant Principal Ron 
Siner. “We’re trying to make a real life 
connection. By adding that third option 
on there, they do see that they have a 
voice and through the election process 
that every single vote counts.”

Donald Trump took victory with an 
overwhelming 66.5 percent - 419 

votes for Trump, 211 votes for Hillary 
Clinton. Eric Holcomb was voted in for 
governor by 50.6 percent. Finally, Secret 
Life of Pets won out for the next movie 
night by 73 percent. Students will get 
to watch the movie in January.

The school’s PTA decorated the 
gymnasium with patriotic decor and 
designed the voting booths. Students 
voted on iPads using a Google form 
with which administration could watch 
the votes as it happened. Many addi-
tional area schools held mock elections, 
part of Indiana Kids’ Election (IKE) pro-
gram. North Grove was the only school 
in the Center Grove district to hold an 
all-school election.

1. North Grove students voted on their choice of president, governor and what movie to watch 
for movie night.   2. Voters used their lunch cards to check in before receiving their “ballot.”   3. 
Logan Dalton casts his vote.   4. Jazzlynn Reagan receives her voting sticker from Jeff Lavern, 
volunteer.   5. Students cast their vote in the booths contracted by the North Grove PTA.   6.  
Jeremiah Argbah takes his time to cast his vote. Photos by Nicole Davis1.

2.

3. 5. 6.4.

COMMUNITY
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Salute to those who served
North Grove Elementary thanks 

its veterans during annual program

By Nicole Davis

For the sixth consecutive year, North 
Grove Elementary School held its annu-
al Veterans Day celebration. With more 
than 140 veterans and their families in 
attendance, it was the school’s largest 
reception to date.

“I think it’s important for every school 
to offer a program like this,” says Karen 
Tracy, second grade assistant who 
helped coordinate the program. “It’s im-
portant that children know the history, 
respect it and are thankful.”

The Veterans Day program began 
with a reception with refreshments for 
veterans and their families. Each vet-

eran receives a special keepsake which 
the entire school worked on; each 
grade level has its own coloring page 
to give a thank you to the veterans, 
which was condensed into a book. After 
the reception, veterans walk down the 
hallway from the cafeteria to the gym-
nasium, with members of the student 
council holding flags high above their 
heads. At the entrance of the gymna-
sium is a large flag, made up of smaller 
flags, each which has the name of the 
veteran in attendance, their military 
branch and time served. The rest of the 
school waves colored flags to greet the 
veterans before the program began.

1. Members of the North Grove student council held flags up high to honor all of the veterans making their 
way to the gymnasium.   2. All students waved their handmade flags at the beginning of the program.    
3. Shriya Jain, fifth grader, prepares to hold the flag high so the veterans can walk underneath. “North 
Grove takes Veterans Day seriously!” she says.   4. More than 140 veterans and their family joined for 
the Veterans Day reception.   5. Alexis Herrington spent Veterans Day with her grandfather, Larry Hall, 
Vietnam vet.   6.  Signs line the outside of North Grove Elementary, thanking veterans, firefighters, police 
officers and other public servants.   7. North Grove’s choir performs throughout the program. Here, they 
sing Star Spangled Banner.   8.  Dylan Marshal holds up his flag as veterans enter the gym.   9.  The names 
of each veteran was written on a flag paper to make up this overarching flag. Photos by Nicole Davis

1. 2.

3.

4.

5.

9.7.6. 8.
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Like many holi-
days, we forget the 
original intent. We 

get caught up in a sporting event or 
family time or a large meal, while we 
turn our focus to Christmas. But we’re 
missing an opportunity to remember 
how we got here. It’s been 400 years 
since the colonists landed. We all know 
the story and yet we are too far re-
moved for it to have meaning. So we 
spend our time on Facebook posting 
our thanks for this or that, then we 
return to the hustle and bustle of our 
lives. But we have so much to be thank-
ful for every day. Our lives could be 
richer for just stopping to remember 
what we have.

It’s easy to get stressed about the 
orange barrels lining the highways and 
byways of our daily commutes, but 
without the proper care, the streets can-
not get us to our destinations.

What about advances in healthcare? 
Sure it costs a pretty penny, but we’re 
alive to complain.

Food is another thing we take for 
granted. We don’t have to forage for a 
meal; spend the day preparing and the 
growing season toiling. 

We are blessed. Live in the moment. 
Eleanor Roosevelt was once quoted 
saying. “The purpose of life is to live it, 
to taste experience to the utmost, to 
reach out eagerly and without fear for 
newer and richer experience.” Carry that 
throughout your days and it will make a 
difference in your attitude.

Thanksgiving 
is not just 

for one day

“You must keep 
your mind on  
the objective, 

not on the obstacle.”
~ William Randolph Hearst,  

American Newspaper & Publishing Mogul

Rick Myers is co-owner of Times-Leader 
Publications, LLC.,  publisher of Center Grove 
ICON, Southside Business Leader and The 
Southside Times. Write him at  
rick@icontimes.com.

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you … In Kansas, if two trains 
meet on the same track, neither shall pro-
ceed until the other has passed.

 SOURCE: dumblaws.com

By Gus Pearcy

Last week, I was 
driving in Indianapo-

lis. At a stoplight, I jumped the gun when 
the car next to me proceeded on a left 
turn arrow. To be honest, I wasn’t think-
ing about traffic. The car next to me 
moved, so I moved even though I did not 
have a green light.

It was a mistake.
I didn’t get very far, maybe a half-car-

length before I realized my mistake. It 
was totally harmless, but I felt judged by 
the other cars around me. This thought 
seeped into my brain because I’ve shook 
my head when seeing someone else 
make the same mistake. I was all “judgy.” 

However, when I made the mistake, I 
allowed myself the benefit of justifying 
and quickly forgiving. Then I thought, 
“Why can’t I give the same benefit of the 
doubt to my fellow driver?”

Then I thought of all the times I’ve mis-
takenly cut some driver off, or been at 
the front of a long line at a stoplight and 
missed the green.

I’ve been honked at, and not in a “Hey, 
sexy!” kind of way. I probably deserved to 
be honked at many times, but sometimes, 
the anger from others is unjustified.

According to Psychology Today, anger 
is the product of a few converging fac-
tors. If we don’t feel good, or are particu-
larly anxious because we’re late for in-

stance, then it is easier to blow up. There 
is always a triggering event. It could be 
harmless and a complete mistake by the 
offending party, but the event is per-
ceived as a slight. If we could just change 
our perception, we could get through the 
incident without anger and the accom-
panying high blood pressure, stress, and 
rapid heartbeat. “Stress less,” I always say.

I’ve always wondered why I’m quick-
er to anger while in a car. Is it because I 
perceive that when a car cuts me off or 
pulls out in front of me as a threat to my 
life? Is it because I have nothing better to 
do in the car than drive and get angry at 
others? Is it because I’m narcissistic and 
everything happens to me?

I’ve tried holding my breath and count-
ing to 10 or 45 to allow the anger to sub-
side - or simply pass out. That seems to 
work to a point. Deep breaths are better.

Sometimes, I just let it roll off my back, 
so I can get back to my thoughts and 
plans. Whatever works. But honestly, I get 
tired of being flipped off every time I am 
behind the wheel.

I’m not a bad driver, after all.

Anger and driving, 
a volatile combo

Yes, just four years ago we made the 
decision to bring to this great commu-
nity a monthly, direct-mailed, news/
lifestyle publication that we believed 
would serve the Center Grove area well. 
By all accounts I think we’ve achieved 
that goal.  

I am always humbled when someone 
tells me how much they enjoy reading 
the ICON. The ICON team enjoys making 
it available to you each and every month. 

We’re serious about what we do. So 
much, in fact that several months ago 
we released readership data that was 
compiled by SMARI, a research company 
based out of Indianapolis. 

What that data told us was that the 
ICON enjoys high readership but also 
what it told us was what our readership 
enjoys reading. I don’t believe there are 
any other newspaper groups in the In-
dianapolis market that have conducted 
this type of research. 

Readership engagement is impor-
tant and it’s all about connecting. We 
think we do that well but we will always 
been have interested in what you think. 
Please let us know how we can better 
connect with you through the ICON. It is 
your publication.

So, with Thanksgiving just days away 
the ICON team has much to be thank-
ful for – certainly we thank you for your 
readership and your continued support. 

November 2016 is a 
milestone date for the 

Center Grove ICON

Gus Pearcy is a contributing columnist to the 
Center Grove ICON. He may be reached at 
(317) 403-6485 or pearcy.gus@sbcglobal.net. 
Gus blogs frequently at  
guspearcycommunications.wordpress.com.

VIEWS

OUR VIEW

HUMOR

BELIEVE IT!

FROM THE PUBLISHER

QUOTE

Have a wonderful 
Thanksgiving.
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Happy Holidays
A very happy holidays to you and 

yours from the Center Grove ICON! The 
holidays are a busy time of year for many 

people, and it can be difficult to keep up with 
everything going on during this season. Take 
some time for you and your family by partici-
pating in old traditions and let yourself be 
inspired by our ideas for new traditions. 

This Gift Guide is our present to you this 
holiday season. Our suggestions are intend-

ed to make your holiday easier, inspiring you 
with locally-crafted gifts and small-business 
activities for the whole family to enjoy. Ex-
plore the selection of unique merchandise 
available for your family and support your 
neighbors by shopping local this year. 

Here’s to a joyous holiday season of fun 
and friends, and remember to spend time 
with your family this year. Snow may fade, 
but a happy holiday memory is forever.

Southside Art League
299 E. Broadway, Greenwood
GIFT IDEA: The SALI gallery has artwork for 
art lovers of all ages and interests. Many 
of the pieces are for sale, like this ceramic 
dish painted with wild roses by artist Jessie 
Featherstone. Wild Rose Platter is 8.5x14 
inches. The ddish is safe for dry food and 
handwash-only. The gallery is always chang-
ing, so come visit to see what’s in store.
INFO: southsideartleague.org
PRICE: $40.00

Starstruck Cat Studios
3130 Meridian Parke Dr., Greenwood
GIFT IDEA: The Knit Kit: No more digging 
through your bag of yarn to find your 
scissors!Convenient and lightweight, The 
“Swiss Army knife of knitting” contains 
eight essential tool in one kit that fits in 
the palm of your hand. The Knit Kit is per-
fect for knitters on the go and those who 
want easy access to all their necessary knit-
ting tools. Airline approved for in-flight en-
joyment. Comes in Rose and Sky Blue.
INFO: starstruckcatstudio.com
COST: $29.00

MashCraft Brewery
1140 State Rd. 135, Greenwood
GIFT IDEA: Mashcraft Pint Glass: This 
pint-sized Can Glass is the perfect gift 
for any beer lover in your world. Stuff a 
stocking with one or add a few more to 
complete the set.
INFO: mashcraftbrews.com
PRICE: $5.00

UPaint Pottery and Glass
3113 W. Smith Valley Rd., Greenwood
GIFT IDEA: UPaint Ornaments: Create a 
unique piece of art that you can share 
with the whole family this year! UPaint 
offers ornaments in a variety of differ-
ent cute styles for you or your kids to 
decorate however you want. UPaint 
offers more than 75 colors and eleven 
different designs. 
INFO: upaintpotterystudio.com
COST: $8-15, depending on size

Ginger n’ Spice
  Ladies Fashions

$5 OFF on purchase of $25.00 or more
$10 OFF on purchase of $50.00 or more
$20 OFF on purchase of $100.00 or more
$50 OFF on purchase of $250.00 or more

Sales merchandise and prior purchase excluded.
Not valid with any other coupon or offer.

5201 E. US 36, Avon, IN 317.745.3175
Prestwick at the Crossing Expires: 12/31/16

(Offers good beginning Black Friday)
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Offering

Discover Scuba 
Classes

1/2 OFF

10% OFF Entire Order
and/or

20% OFF Single Item
Expires 12-24-16

diverssupplyindy.com

104 S. Post Road | Indianapolis 
 317.897.2822

7900 E US. Hwy 36 | Avon 
 317-742-5454

Now offering scuba lessons at
Decatur Central High School and 

Franklin Middle School
(call us for other locations)

2016 GIFT GUIDE

Scoops and Treasures Ice Cream
Address: 300 Tracy Rd., Whiteland
GIFT IDEA: This sweet little shop sells 
not only ice cream, but locally-craft-
ed decorations as well. Scoops and 
Treasures has an ever-changing array 
of handmade art, including season-
al items such as this snowman wall 
plaque. Pop in to see the whole range 
of pretty décor and try one of the ice 
cream flavors while you’re there. 
COST: $18

Strange Brew Coffeehouse
400 W. Smith Valley Rd., Greenwood.
GIFT IDEA: Show your love for local goods 
and  the oldest coffee shop in Greenwood 
with a Strange Brew tumbler. These tum-
blers are made in Indiana and are printed 
with  the Strange Brew logo. Great for any 
coffee lover on the go.
INFO: strangebrewcoffee.com
COST: $16

1-888-855-6928  •  iucu.org  

Apply for these great offers at any one of our 
three Greenwood-area locations:

When you close your
Mortgage Loan at

IU Credit Union!

We started a credit union
and created a community.

CLOSING COST CREDIT^

Off
loan rate* on a new 

or used vehicle.

on purchases and balance
transfers with no transfer
fee for new cardholders.0% INTRO APR FOR 12 MONTHS **

To join the Credit Union, you must be an individual or entity qualifying within the Credit Union’s field of member-
ship.  A $5.00 ownership share is required in the Membership Savings account. This account must be established 
in order to open any additional products or services. The $5.00 will not be accessible for withdrawals or overdraft 
transfer, but will continue to earn dividends.

*Offer applies to Greenwood-area members only. Receive a .75% discount from the offered rate on a new or used car 
or truck loan. Loans subject to credit approval. Offer not valid in conjuction with any other loan offer (on same loan). 
Offer good through December 31, 2016.

^$500 Closing Cost Credit applicable only on first mortgage purchases and refinances that include closing costs 
which are charged to the borrower. Offer good through December 31, 2016 and applies to mortgages closed on 
properties within Johnson, Marion, and Hendricks Counties only. Subject to credit approval.

**Offer valid for new cardholders at the Greenwood branch locations only. Zero percent APR (Annual Percentage 
Rate) on purchases and balance transfers effective from the credit card account open date and continues through 
the 12th monthly billing cycle. After that, APR will vary with the market based on Prime Rate. Visit iucu.org 
for complete details. Balance transfers cannot be requested between IUCU accounts. Offer not 
valid on Business Credit Cards. Offer good through December 31, 2016.

Center Grove Branch
996 S State Rd 135

31 & Smith Valley Road Branch
800 S US Hwy 31

County Line Road Branch
8936 Southpointe Dr, Suite C-6

Federall insured by NCUA
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Yes, Virginia, there is 
a Santa Claus

Eight-year-old Virginia O’Hanlon wrote 
a letter to the editor of New York’s Sun, 
and the quick response was printed as 
an unsigned editorial Sept. 21, 1897. The 

work of veteran newsman Francis Phar-
cellus Church has since become history’s 
most reprinted newspaper editorial.

Dear Editor,

I am 8 years old. Some of my little 
friends say there is no Santa Claus. Papa 
says, ‘If you see it in the Sun it’s so.’ Please 
tell me the truth; is there a Santa Claus?

Virgina O’Hanlon
115 West Ninety-Fifth Street

Virginia,

Your little friends are wrong. They have 
been affected by the skepticism of a skepti-
cal age. They do not believe except they 
see. They think that nothing can be which 
is not comprehensible by their little minds. 
All minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s 
or children’s, are little. In this great universe 
of ours man is a mere insect, an ant, in his 
intellect, as compared with the boundless 
world about him, as measured by the intel-
ligence capable of grasping the whole of 
truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. 
He exists as certainly as love and 
generosity and devotion exist, 
and you know that they abound 
and give to your life its high-
est beauty and joy. Alas! how 
dreary would be the world if 
there were no Santa Claus. It would 
be dreary as if there were no Virgi-
nias. There would be no childlike 
faith then, no poetry, no romance 
to make tolerable this existence. We 

should have no enjoyment, except in sense 
and sight. The eternal light with which child-
hood fills the world would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might 
as well not believe in fairies! You might 
get your papa to hire men to watch in all 
the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch 
Santa Claus, but even if they did not see 
Santa Claus coming down, what would 
that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but 
that is no sign that there is no Santa Claus. 
The most real things in the world are those 
that neither children nor men can see. Did 
you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? 
Of course not, but that’s no proof that they 
are not there. Nobody can conceive or 
imagine all the wonders there are unseen 
and unseeable in the world.

You may tear apart the baby’s rattle and 
see what makes the noise inside, but there 
is a veil covering the unseen world which 
not the strongest man, nor even the united 
strength of all the strongest men that ever 

lived, could tear apart. Only faith, fancy, 
poetry, love, romance, can push aside 

that curtain and view and picture the 
supernal beauty and glory be-
yond. Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, 
in all this world there is nothing 

else real and abiding.
No Santa Claus! Thank God! 

he lives, and he lives forever. A 
thousand years from now, Virginia, 
nay, ten times ten thousand years 
from now, he will continue to make 
glad the heart of childhood.

2016 GIFT GUIDE

To order by mail: Enclose a check payable to Circle City Sound
or �ll out the credit card information on the right.
Mail this order form to:
George Houk - Ticket Manager
9022 Lisering Circle / Indianapolis, IN 46256
(317) 849 - 0324

Please check those that apply:
Wheelchair or special accommodation required
Please send information on how I can make a tax-deductible
contribution to support Circle City Sound.
If you were referred to this event through a member of Circle City Sound,
please provide their name:_________________________________

 Time                   Qty Total
$20          2PM__or 7PM__ x__=             $______
$15          2PM__or 7PM__ x__=[+]        $______
$10          2PM__or 7PM__ x__=[+]        $______
FREE         2PM__or 7PM__ x__=[+]        $0.00
                       _______

Name________________________________________

Address______________________________________

City______________________State

Zip_______________________Phone (___)__________

Email_________________________________________

Credit card#____________________________________

(If you are paying by check, please make them payable to “Circle City Sound”)

Exp.______________________CV (___)

Signature

Premium Seating (limited)
Adult Advanced Price
Students 9yrs-college
Children 8yrs & under

Advanced
Pricing

Christmas Through Their Eyes
Featuring the internationally ranked
a-cappella chorus Circle City Sound

Saturday, December 10, 2016, 2PM & 7PM
BEN DAVIS HIGH SCHOOL

1200 N. Girls School Rd. Indianapolis, IN 46214
With Special Guest Performers
Indianapolis Children’s Choir

Adults Tickets - $15 ($20 at the Door)
Premium Seating - $20 ($25 at the Door)

Students 9 yrs. - college - $10 ($15 at the Door)
Children 8 years and under - FREE!

Doors open at 1:15 PM and 6:15 PM.
Handicap Accessible.

To Order online use QR code or www.circlecitysound.org

Orders received after Tuesday - December 6, 2016
will be held at WILL CALL.

Big Black Friday Sale
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

*scrapbooking
*holiday gifts
*home decor

1211 N. Madison Ave. F
Greenwood, IN 46142

(317) 882-8149
www.theglitterieboutique.com

YOUR AD 
COULD BE HERE!

TO ADVERTISE: 
(317) 300-8782

CENTER GROVE

CONNECTING                SOUTHSIDE. My

Gift Cards Available

• Cigar lounge  • Pipes and pipe tobacco 
• Premium cigars  • Smoking accessaries 
• Commercial cigars  • Cigarettes

8918 South Meridian St. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46217 

southsidecigars.com

We invite you to visit  
our cigar lounge!

Now Open
Sundays

Noon-5pm
County Line Rd.

M
eridian St.

317-883-2417

HIGH-ENERGY FITNESS 

FOR EVERY BODY TYPE!

a30 MIN FULL-BODY WORKOUT

aFIRST WORKOUT FREE

aNO CLASS TIMES

aTRAINER ALWAYS INCLUDED

(317) 300-1830
*Call to schedule first workout today
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As we are in the process of 
building please remember we 

are ready and happy to serve you 
at 1675 W. Smith Valley Road, 

Greenwood, Indiana.

We look forward to enjoying 
with you the opening of our new 

location in late December.

Future Home of 
F.C. Tucker Realtors®

We are 
making 

progress!
195 N. Emerson Avenue  
Greenwood, Indiana

Culinary Education Center 
House Fondue

PREP TIME:  45 minutes
SERVINGS:  6

•   3/4  lbs. Grand Cru Original, shredded
•   3/4  lbs. Grand Cru Reserve, shredded
•   1/2  lbs. Roth Fontina, shredded
•   16  oz. Pinot Grigio or other light- to 

medium-bodied white wine
•  1   loaf crusty artisan bread 

fresh apples, grapes and pears 
black and white pepper (optional) 
nutmeg (optional)

Combine cheeses and wine in ce-
ramic fondue pot and stir to combine. 
Allow mixture to soak 15-30 minutes. 

Heat mixture over low heat, approxi-
mately 7-10 minutes, stirring con-
stantly with wooden spoon. Do not 
allow mixture to boil. When cheese 
has melted completely, remove from 
heat and transfer to tabletop burner.

Serve fondue with chunks of bread 
and fruit. If desired, provide pepper 
and/or nutmeg guests can sprinkle 
onto a plate and use for dipping 
bread and cheese. Pair with chilled 
dry Riesling and a shot of authentic 
Swiss kirschwasser.

Easy Upgrades for 
Holiday Entertaining

Holiday Events!

(Family Features) Holiday gatherings call 
for an extra touch to make the celebrating 
special. Since many holiday festivities are 
centered on food, focus some attention on 
the refreshments for a simple way to up-
grade your next holiday party.

Make it look as pretty as it tastes. If you’re 
serving food buffet style, use a colorful table-
cloth and stack sturdy boxes of varying sizes 
underneath to serve as risers that create 
some visual interest for the spread. Incorpo-
rate seasonal decorations such as ornaments 
or sprigs of holly and poinsettia blooms. For 
a plated meal, a table-runner adds just the 
right pop of color and a tasteful centerpiece 
of candles elevates an everyday table.

Offer the perfect pairings. When planning 
your menu, consider the types of bever-
ages you’ll serve along with the appetizers 
and dishes. When paired properly, food and 
cocktails complement one another, making 
the flavors more vibrant and the overall ex-
perience more impressive.

Enhance traditional favorites. Even a sta-
ple like cheese can get some special dress-
ing for the occasion.

Explore more ideas for exceptional holi-
day entertaining at rothcheese.com.

2016 GIFT GUIDE

UPaint Ornament Painting Party • Create 
hand-painted Christmas ornaments each 
year for family keepsakes! Reservation 
includes the choice of an ornament (over 
10 styles to choose from), paints, supplies, 
firing, and a snack. Cost - $10 per painter 
Call to reserve.  I When: Nov 14, 16,  Dec. 8, 6 
p.m. I 3113 W. Smith Valley Rd., Suite D I Info: 
(317) 893-5700.

Holiday Craft & Gift Show • The show 
includes more than 100 vendors. There will 
be raffles, door prizes, food, and much more!  
$1 entrance fee. Children 12 and Younger are 
free. I When: Nov. 19, 9 a.m. to 3 a.m. I Where: 
Greenwood Community High School, 615 W. 
Smith Valley Rd. I Info: (317) 882-4810.

Christmas At The Zoo • Join favorite animals 
for Christmas festivities! Certain animals are 
more active in the cold, so come see them 
roam and play. Explore the zoo and make 
cookies with Mrs. Claus or join the carolers 
for an evening of song. I When Nov. 25-27, 
30; Dec. 1-4, 7-11, 14-23, 26-30. Festivities 
from 5-9 pm I  Where: Indianapolis Zoo,  1200 
W. Washington St. I Info: (317) 630-2001. 

Pet Photo Night • Bring a pet to pose with 
Santa. Register at Eventbrite. I When: Nov. 
27, 6:30 p.m., Dec. 11, 7 p.m. – 8 p.m. I Where: 
Greenwood Park Mall, 1251 U.S. 31 N. | Info: 
simon.com/mall/greenwood-park-mall.

Chocolate Extravaganza Christmas 
Shopping Bazaar • Find the perfect gift for 
the chocolate fanatic! I When: Dec. 3, 10 a.m. – 
1 p.m. I Where: Bay Horse Inn, 1468 W. Stones 
Crossing Rd. | Info: barnatbayhorse.com.

Caring Santa • Caring Santa provides a 
subdued and welcoming environment 
for children with special needs and their 
families. Register at Eventbrite. I When: Dec.  
4, 8:30 – 10:30 a.m. I Where: Greenwood Park 
Mall, 1251 U.S. 31 N. | Info: simon.com/mall/
greenwood-park-mall. 

UPaint Glass Ornament Making Party • Make 
this holiday season special with a beautiful 
handmade glass ornament designed by you. 
Reservation includes a 4” square glass base, 
decorative glass, supplies, firing, and a snack. 
Cost - $15 per person. Call to reserve. I When: 
Dec. 7, 6 p.m. I Where: 3113 W. Smith Valley Rd., 
Suite D I Info: (317) 893-5700.
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Greenwood Lions 
celebrate Lions Int’l 

incorporation
Anniversary  - On Oct. 24, 1916, Dr. W. 
P. Woods traveled to Indianapolis to sign 
the Incorporation papers that resulted 
in the organization now known as Lions 
Clubs International.  To honor that mo-
ment in time, International President 
Chancellor Robert Corlew visited the In-
diana Secretary of State’s office on Oct. 
24, 2016, to re-enact this prestigious 
point in time.  A reception was held to 
welcome the new President, in the Li-
ons Park at Clermont, Ind.  The Indiana 
Lions members are proud to recognize 
the ongoing efforts of exceptional Lions 
with a W. P. Woods Fellowship, which is 
one of the highest awards available to 
an Indiana Lion.  Pictured, International 
President,  Chancellor Robert Corlew, 
greets First Vice President, Vickie Gilmore 
and Treasurer, Linda Orkin of the Greater 
Greenwood Lions Club.

Krista Nelson chosen to lead 
Center Grove Elementary

Principal  - Mrs. Krista Nelson will be the 
next principal of Center Grove Elemen-
tary School (CGES). She will succeed Mrs. 
Shannon Carroll-Frey who was named 
Assistant Director of Secondary Teaching 
and Learning in September. Mrs. Nelson’s 
appointment is pending approval by the 
Center Grove Board of School Trustees at 
its Nov. 17 meeting. Mrs. Nelson is a 1997 
graduate of Center Grove High School. 
She has served as an elementary princi-
pal in Mooresville and as a principal and 
assistant principal in Monroe County. She 
also has several years of experience as a 
classroom teacher in Grade 2, Grade 3, 
Grade 4 and Grade 7 in Lawrence Town-
ship Schools. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Elementary Education from In-
diana University and a master’s degree in 
education with a concentration in math 
from Indiana Wesleyan University. She is 
currently pursuing her doctoral degree 
through Indiana State University. She, 
her husband, and her daughter, live in 
Center Grove.

Johnson County Senior 
Services receives $7,500

Grant  - TJohnson County Senior Ser-
vices announced that it has received a 
grant of $7,500 through the “Feeding 
Those in Need” program, which aims to 
help feed those who are hungry or have 
food insecurity. The grant program is a 
brand-new initiative of The Glick Fund 
at Central Indiana Community Founda-
tion (CICF), a part of Glick Philanthro-
pies. The inaugural grants, totaling more 
than $250,000, went to 38 organizations 
across five states.

“We are beyond grateful to Wendy 
Sanders, Service Coordinator at North-
wood Apartments of Franklin, and 
Courtney Schrink, Service Coordinator at 
Cambridge Square Greenwood, for nomi-
nating Johnson County Senior Services for 
this much needed grant and to the Glick 
Foundation for this generous donation,” 
says Kimberly Smith, Executive Director of 
Johnson County Senior Services. “John-
son County Senior Services deliver pantry 
items to food insecure seniors throughout 
the county. Year end 2015 Johnson Coun-
ty Senior Services distributed $361,000 
and the need continues to grow as there 
is a multitude of seniors suffering in si-
lence in all parts of our county.”

Alexander, Huff, and 
Alexander join 2017 

All American Marching Band
Army  - Trent Alexander, Jeffrey Huff, and 
Sidney Alexander, of Greenwood and at-
tend Center Grove High School, have been 
selected as 2017 U.S. Army All-Americans, 
joining an group of marching band mem-
bers who will perform during halftime at 
the U.S. Army All-American Bowl presented 
by American Family Insurance at the Alamo-
dome in San Antonio, Texas.

The U.S. Army All-American Marching 
Band recognizes the top 125 high school 
senior marching musicians and color guard 
members from across the country, showcas-
ing their talents during the largest celebra-
tion of high school football in America, the 
U.S. Army All-American Bowl, televised live 
on NBC at 12 p.m. CST on Saturday, Jan. 7, 
2017. For more information, visit usarmyal-
lamericanbowl.com, goarmy.com/events/
aab, and allamericangames.com.

By Regina Miller

Q. I can’t browse 
the Internet even 

after I’m connected to my hotel’s wifi on 
my Mac but other people in my room can 
connect on their Windows computers just 
fine. What could cause this?

A. This is not typically a Mac vs. Win-
dows issue. If you set your DNS yourself 
manually instead of automatic where it 
autopopulates, the browser can’t get to 
the splash screen to allow terms of service 
to be checked to “agreed.” Disconnect from 
the wireless then go to Network Settings. 
Select Advanced and go to the DNS tab. 
Do you see items populated there already? 
If so, clear those entries and apply before 
leaving Network Settings. Make sure all 
the browsers are actually closed. Recon-

nect to the wireless network in question. 
Is the WiFi radio icon solid black? If so, 
re-launch your browser of choice and see 
if the splash screen that many hotspots 
require loads correctly. If so, select the ap-
propriate responses to accept the terms 
and select continue. This often resolves 
browsing issues away from our regular 
network for many users that have pub-
lic DNS servers stored rather than letting 
their Internet Server Providers (ISP) load 
automatically. Happy surfing! 

Solving WiFi connection 
problems anywhere

Regina Miller owns Geek in Pink.  
Contact her with tech questions at  
regina@geekinpink.com or (317) 882-1606.

LIFESTYLE

TECH SAVVY

www.legacycremationservices.com

1604 W Morris Street • (317) 637-3733
5215 N. Shadeland Avenue • (317) 562-0145

SERVICES  
CREMATION & FUNERAL  

Superior Services For Significantly Less
Basic Funeral with Casket starting at $2,495

Basic Cremation starting at $1,295
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By Nicole Davis
When Jessica Limeberry purchased So-

phia’s Bridal, Tux & Prom on Jan. 1, 2014, she 
knew it would have to relocate. 

The store was bursting at the seams. Dress-
es were crammed into the 3,000 square-foot 
space on U.S. 31 S. Having searched for a 
location that would match the character and 
style that makes the business successful, she 
finally found it at 2025 E. Southport Rd.

“Our old space had a strip mall look,” Jes-
sica said. “I think people came in and were 
wowed by the service and our dresses but 
they were taken aback by the space. Now 
they come in and are wowed by the space 
and get to shop for gorgeous dresses.”

Before purchasing Sophia’s, Jessica was a 
wedding photographer. Her husband, Mat-
thew, is in the military. While she still does 
some photography, their four sons take up 
most of her time outside of the shop.

“So I have been in the wedding industry 
now 10, 11 years,” she said. “I have always en-
joyed being around the brides and really cel-
ebrating those people. I never realized how 
much you get to be involved in the families’ 
lives through the experience of selling them 
a dress and tuxedos. We get invited to a ton 
of weddings. We get people come in just to 
say hi. I never expected to have that relation-
ship with the customers, which has been 
awesome. I love being able to call them our 
family and get to know them.”

Jessica, a Center Grove-area resident, 
first came to Sophia’s as a seasonal worker, 
where she learned the owner was interest-
ed in selling. Though Jessica and Matthew 
knew the shop needed to be bigger, in the 
interim they added a dressing room and 
made the best of the space they had.

“When we looked in Southport, we knew it 
was a great location,” Jessica said. “We wanted 
to stay on the Southside, close to the inter-
state and an easy location to get to. We want 
to be very welcoming. We found the old post 
office, which I had been told had been empty 
for 30 years. We were very excited. It was a 
great layout for the way we do things.”

They purchased the former post office in 
May and spent the next six months reno-
vating the space. The 9,000 square-foot 
building had been empty with just concrete 
floors and walls. Stairs Associates Inc. did 
the architectural work while Outer Limits 
Construction was the contractor.

“We were able to let our inventory breathe 
a little bit,” Jessica said. “We added more ac-
cessories. We now have bridesmaids dresses 
which we didn’t have before. Bridesmaids 
have their own area. For bridal, the fitting 
room is triple the size. We went from four 
dressing rooms to eight. We added mother 
of the bride and flower girl dresses. Our prom 
area got a lot more square footage. We went 

from 10 dressing rooms to 15. It was a lot of 
work to design, create and decorate almost 
10,000 square feet. We want the space to feel 
comfortable but glamourous.”

The bridal side is bright and airy to create 
a calm and comfortable atmosphere. Jessica 
said her favorite piece of decor is the large 
flower wallpaper which is near the front en-
trance behind the cash register. The prom 
side of the store is black with bright 
pinks and a disco ball hanging from the 
ceiling - more fast-paced.

“Seeing people’s faces when they walk 
in,” Jessica said, “everything has been so 
wonderful. People from this area have 
stopped by just to see it and have 
been really excited. We’ve had tons 
of customers come in to see the 
new space and ooh and aah.”

Sophia’s employees 15 year-
round employees and 30 sea-
sonal employees. The previous 
shop had approximately 100 
girls stop in each Saturday and 
Sunday during prom season.

Jessica said they have loved be-
ing in Southport, and have felt that 
the community embraced them 
from the beginning. Now that 
they’re settling into the new loca-
tion, Jessica said she looks forward 
to continuing to cultivate a family-
like environment in her shop, have 
more brides and now bridesmaids 
in the shop to help them find the 
dress that’s best fit for them.

Breath of fresh air Jessica Limeberry relocates Sophia’s Bridal,  
Tux and Prom to larger, more stylish space in Southport

September 2016 | Issue 0123 
www.businessleader.bz

Above: Sophia's Bridal Tux and 
Prom is split into bridal and 
prom sections with tuxes in 
the middle. To the left, Jessica 
Limeberry. Submitted photos

Getting to know Jessica…
•   My husband Matthew and I met at Center 

Grove High School when we were juniors. 
We dated for six years and got married 
here in Greenwood after that. We’ve been 
together for 16 years now.

•   When I’m not at work, I’m usually playing on 
the trampoline or rough and tumbling with 
my boys. I trade my dresses for my workout 
pants and start rolling around in the grass.

•   My own wedding was in downtown 
Indianapolis and the ceremony was in 
Greenwood. It was very laid-back. My 
neighbor, a fashion design student, made 
my dress for her senior project. It was a 
very simple, A-line satin dress. I loved it. I 
never even went wedding dress shopping 
for myself.

How did Jessica do it?
BEST ADVICE: Go with your gut. Know you’re 
industry really well, do as much research as 
you can and then trust your gut. Jump in.

WORST ADVICE: Don’t do it. I got a lot of that 
in the beginning. But I think if you are 
passionate about something and you really 
love it, it’s important to include that in your 
life.

BEST BUSINESS DECISION: Finding the best 
staff is top. They are amazing and run the 
joint when I’m not around. If you want to 
cultivate an environment where customers 
feel loved, respected and enjoy their time, 
the employees are the main reason for 
that. You have to spend time training them 
and getting them ready.

SECRET TO SUCCESS: We have a joke around 
here that we run on sugar. We’re happy to 
be equal distance to Long’s Bakery and Dairy 
Queen. It’s hard work and a lot of support. I 
could not have done this without amazing 
family and friends who help keep this going.

IN 5 YEARS… Still here, helping more families, 
brides and girls. We are big on girl power 
here. We want to empower our customers 
and employees to feel confident. My mission 
to do that will still be here. I hope to work 
with some charities overseas to help with 
some of our products, getting people to 
develop and create products for us.

Sophia’s Bridal, Tux & Prom
2025 E. Southport Rd.
Southport, IN 46227

(317) 882-1244
sophiasbridalandtux.com
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By Mike Heffner
You probably have a mission, vision, and 

values for your team. So how do you find a 
way to have these things lived out on a daily 
basis even when you are not there? I think 
the way to continually enlist and enroll oth-
ers is through “sayings” and storytelling. I be-
lieve that a story or a short repeatable saying 
or quote captures the real point that you are 
trying to make that relates back to the mis-
sion, vision and values of your company.

I have worked for some great leaders 
that used to tell me stories and I use my 
version of them often today. I have been 
blessed that those stories have helped 
shape and mold me. They have helped me 
develop my team and pass along to them 
some great values. Those former leaders 
also taught me that if the people around 
you see themselves in the mission, vision, 
and values that have been created, they 
will take personal ownership of them.

Here are three practical things I have 
found that transfer your leadership ideas 
and vision to others.

Tell stories and use “sayings” that help get 
your point across. A real life example cre-
ates a visual that can be easily remembered.
Make your stories relatable to your team. 
Get to know your team so you know what 
sport, music or hobby you might be able to 
use that relates to them and motivates them.
If people think you repeat yourself, it’s 
working. What is even better is when you 
catch someone using one of your repeated 
phrases or stories. That is when you know that 
your team is seeing the same vision as you.

Your vision multiplies when you use sto-
ries to share it with others. You may help 
set the vision but it becomes reality when it 
comes from the heart of others.

PERSONNEL MATTERS

Everyone has a story. 
Do your employees hear yours?

Mike Heffner is the owner of the Green-
wood Express Employment Professionals 
franchise. Contact Mike at mike.heffner@
expresspros.com or visit www.expressin-
dysouth.com.

Newly Incorporated Businesses

Aging Success
Laura B. Haw
780 Lakeshore Rd., 
Franklin, IN 46131

Blackbird Vintage
Shannon Swails
2137 Olympic Dr.
Franklin, IN 46131

Compass Coaching by Design
Kristin Her, 1381 Woodfield Dr.
Greenwood, IN 46143

Decks by Del
Pamela J. Olston
43 Appletree Row
Greenwood, IN 46142

Donna’s Busy Bee  
Cleaning Service
Donna Stogner
3563 N. Centerline Rd.
Franklin, IN 46131

Heritage Baptist College 
(D.B.A.)
Tommy Trammel
517 S. Main St.
Edinburgh, IN 46124

Image 13
Tamara Laster
1037 Burning Bush Dr.
Greenwood, IN 46143 

Vins Consulting
Stephen Iving Sr.
3134 S. Mauxferry Rd.
Franklin, IN 46131

Jady Kasinger DBA JadyK 
Beautique
Jady Kasinger
2877 Big Cone Court
New Whiteland, 46184

Klein Mechanical Service
Gardner A. Klein
679 S. Windmill Trail
Greenwood, IN 46142

North American ATM
Roger Morton, 559 Dunn St., A
Franklin, IN 46131

NZ Fitness
Maurice Wilson, 700 Sawmill Rd.
New Whiteland, IN 46184

Platinum Auto Worx
Joshua Hogue
7309 Parklake Pl.
Indianapolis, IN 46217

One Call Masonry
Jessen Wheeler
1089 Torino Lane
Franklin, IN 46131

S.C. Hoskins, CPA
Stanley C. Hoskins
4311 Hickory Stick Row
Greenwood, IN 46143

Simply Blessed Hair Salon
Lendsi Roush
1163 Mount Pleasant N. St.
Greenwood, IN 46142

Upcoming Chamber meetings

4 - Greater Greenwood Chamber 
of Commerce (Storm Chiropractic 
Relocation Ribbon Cutting); 
Nov. 4, 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., 
622 N. Madison Ave., Suite #2, 
Greenwood. For more information, 
call (317) 888-4856.

8 - Greater Greenwood Chamber 
of Commerce (November 
Business Matters Luncheon); 
Nov. 8, 11:30 - 1 p.m., Dye’s Walk 
Country Club, 2080 S. State Rd. 
135, Greenwood.

9 - Greater Greenwood Chamber 
of Commerce (Habitat for 
Humanity of Johnson County 
Relocation Ribbon Cutting); Nov. 
9, 9 - 10 a.m., 401 Mooreland Dr., 
New Whiteland.

10 - Greater Beech Grove 
Chamber of Commerce 
(November Luncheon Meeting); 
Nov. 10, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., 
5245 Hornet Ave., Beech Grove. 
Jackie Nytes, Indy PL CEO will 
speak. For more information, visit 
beechgrovechamber.org.

13 - Greater Greenwood 
Chamber of Commerce (2016 
Taste of the Southside, presented 
by Meijer); Nov. 13, 4:30 - 7 
p.m., 2615 E. National Ave., 
Indianapolis. Over 21 event.

PLANNER OF NOTE

LOOKING FOR A BETTER JOB?
Express can help you get hired today!
Express is the connection to over 350 top companies offering:

 • Career Advancement 
 • Better Hours or Increased Pay 
 • Enhanced Benefits for Your Family

We have jobs and career opportunities in the following areas:

 • Engineering & Logistics 
 • Accounting & Finance 
 • Industrial & Warehouse 
 • Administrative & Clerical 
 • Skilled Manufacturing & Technical

(317) 888-5700 
707 S. Madison Ave. 
Greenwood, IN 46143

ExpressIndySouth.com

WIN FIELD LEVEL 
COLTS TICKETS!

Register today at www.raystrash.com for your chance to be a part 
of the Trash for Cash promotion at an Indianapolis Colts game in  
Lucas Oil Stadium. The lucky winner will receive four field level 
tickets, a Colts Jersey, and a chance to win $1,000 in cash!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO FIND OUT MORE

RAYSTRASH.COM
3 1 7 - 5 3 9 - 2 0 2 4
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By Andrew Angle

1.  Optimize for Mobile - Google has a sepa-
rate search index for mobile. Make sure 
your site works on mobile devices.

2.  Set up a Google My Business account - 
Those highly visible results on the first 
page that include photos, ratings, ad-
dress, hours, etc. come from Google My 
Business. Claim yours and dress it up.

3.  NAP (Name, Address, Phone Number) - 
This is the most basic element of declar-
ing that your local business exists. Consis-
tency is key. Details matter. For example, 
if you have a suite number, either submit 
all of your listings as "Suite [whatever]" 
or as "Ste [whatever]". The bots are smart 
about some things, dumb about others. 
Make the NAP identical for every listing.

4.  Local Reviews - Review matter. You are 
more likely to do business with someone 
with lots of positive reviews than none at 
all, or have 1.5 out of 5 stars. Consider using 
reviews services to help collect reviews.

5.  Keywords in Content - If the keywords 
aren't there, the meaning isn't there 
either. This technique has often been 
abused by overusing keywords, or 

dumping lists of keywords on the page 
in a way that doesn't read well. Just keep 
the reader in mind and make sure the 
main keywords people would be likely to 
use to find you are present.

6.  Keep Voice Search in Mind - 20 percent of 
mobile search queries are voice searches, 
and 40 percent of those voice searches are 
for local businesses. Consider this: A cou-
ple decides they want sushi instead of the 
usual fast food. They activate the voice as-
sistant, Siri, and ask, "Where can I find sushi 
around here?" Their phone searches local 
businesses and shows results for nearby 
restaurants that serve sushi. In your de-
scriptions, include phrases that read more 
like spoken conversation.”

If your business isn't in the first page of 
results, you don't know what you are miss-
ing. Your competitors do.

6 tips for local SEO
BIZ WEB

By Howard Hubler
Last week my wife and I went to Evansville 

to visit our friends Tom and Debbi Gabe. They 
always have a bit of local color to offer up, 
especially in the dining area as they know this 
is a favorite treat for me and my wife. As we 
were waiting for them to arrive, I was seated at 
the bar of the over 100-year-old building, with 
the weekday line of an hour long. As I waited, 
I asked the bartender what the restaurant’s 
lure was to get a tremendous line just to eat, 
while other restaurants in the area were only 
half filled. He simply quoted the old theme of 
a successful business as if it was a corporate 
secret: Do it better than anyone else. 

The Log Inn only serves fried chicken or 
thick slice ham steaks. Both come with all 
American country "fixins." My wife and I, 
each self-proclaimed gastronomes, conclud-
ed that our fried chicken was the best we 
have ever tasted! The side dishes were spec-
tacular in their simplicity. The atmosphere 
was right out of the Walton's dining room. 
The cobbler for dessert could be served in 
any 5-star restaurant on the country; it said 
"All-American" but was the best of the best 
of culinary America. Most of the night I had 

an irresistible urge to whistle the theme 
song for the Andy Griffith Show. 

I have written several articles on being 
the best at what you do whatever your oc-
cupation may be. Restaurants are the best 
model at this because the entire experience 
can be enjoyed in only an hour or two. 

As you critique someone else's craft, do 
you turn the spotlight on your own craft? 
Does watching a staff of thrilled seasoned 
waiters and waitresses love their job still 
give you enjoyment? Do you instinctive-
ly ask how long they have been working 
there? It seems like the benchmark for ten-
ure is about 15 years. "Could I ever build a 
staff like this," you ask yourself? If this charg-
es you up as it does me, just maybe a little 
triglyceride boost is worth it! Do you have 
any Lipitor in the medicine closet? 

The old Log Inn philosophy
PEER TO PEER

Howard Hubler can be reached at howard@
hubler.com.

Andrew Angle. of Greenwood, is the owner 
of NetGain Associates, Inc. He can be 
reached at 317.534.2382.

3925 River Crossing Pkwy, Suite 300   |   Indianapolis, IN 46240   |   317.472.2200   |   info@somersetcpas.com

BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS,
DELIVERING  RESULTS.

somersetcpas.com

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE • SENSIBLE ADVICE®

When your business is growing fast you need a bank that can move 
fast when you need it most. A Horizon business loan can deliver, with 
the flexibility, local support and quick response you need to keep your 
business a step ahead of your customers’ demands.

Talk to your local Business Advisor today!

Loan Decisions Next  
Business Day - Guaranteed*

IMAGINE
   staying one step ahead 
of your customers.

Member FDIC *Applies to Loan Requests of $100,000 or less. See an Advisor for details.

horizonbank.com
888-873-2640
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Compiled by Nicole Davis
Taking the time to communicate well 

to provide an overall transparency to cli-
ents will be the key to success for Clar-
ity Dentistry, said operations manager, 
Adam Goldsmith. The new dental practice 
opened on Oct. 21 and staff have been 
working to integrate the business into its 
Southside Indy community.

The Franklin Township office staff in-
cludes its dentist, Dr. Louis Stumpf; Hygien-
ist, Lauren; Assistant, Destiny; office man-
ager, Julie; and Goldsmith.

“I think patients so far are having a good 
experience from us,” Goldsmith said. “They 
like Dr. Stumpf a lot. He is a good commu-
nicator. You don’t feel a sense of rush in his 
chair. I think patients appreciate that.”

To achieve that overall transparency, 
Goldsmith said their dental fees are based 
upon fairhealthconsumer.org, which pro-
vides consumers with what they average 
dental fee should be in their location. 

Clarity Dentistry has also joined the 
Franklin Township Chamber of Commerce 
and is looking for more opportunities to be 
involved in the community.

Why did you open this business?
The owner found an opportunity to serve an 
underserved market. He was working with a 
real estate agent to scout new locations for 
an office. He was looking in Franklin Town-
ship because a lot of the dentist offices are 
concentrated on the I-65 corridor and he 
wanted to look east of that. It’s a growing, 
residential population.

What did you do to prepare for opening 
your business?
We have a pretty robust marketing plan, 

to get the name out. We have a direct 
mail campaign going out now. That way, 
we can inform people that we’re here. We 
want to participate in chamber events, 
community events, network with church-
es and schools. 

Who is your ideal customer/client?
We are a family, general cosmetic dental 
practice. We serve families and kids, young 
and old. The ideal client would be families 
in the area, a one to two mile radius. We’re 
a full, comprehensive practice.

How do you plan to be successful?
Provide the highest level of service and 
quality dentistry as possible. We all have 
a decent amount of experience and have 
worked at some pretty progressive offices. 
We’re trying to make sure we can provide 
a transparent experience so patients are 
well informed. We want to be transpar-
ent with financials and insurance. We see 
patients coming from other offices and 
either they weren’t communicated well 
enough to or there were miscommunica-
tions in terms of billing. They got stuck 
with a bill they weren’t anticipating. Also, 
the location is key. But mostly it’s staff 
that will determine our success. 

What would we be surprised to learn 
about you or your company?
Dr. Stumpf does his own root canals, his 
own dental surgery. He is very well versed in 
most aspects of dentistry. 

I think they’ll find a high level of energy 
and excitement and a willingness too bend 
over backwards for our patients. We’re al-
ways trying to improve ourselves and make 
things better for our patients.

Transparent experience
Clarity Dentistry opens Oct. 21  

to serve the Southside community

OPEN FOR BUSINESS

Dr. Louis Stumpf, DDS. and Clarity Dentistry features state-of-the-art equipment in its new location  
in Indianapolis. Submitted photos

TsT Home Improvement Services 
Tip of the Month  By Tom S. Truesdale

               

 

TsT Home Improvement Services
Helping people one job at a time...

317-550-8677
GENERAL CONTRACTING

Plainfield, IN • email: thomas_truesdale@yahoo.com
website: tsthomeimprovement.com

Home Additions: All Shapes & Sizes
 This month I am providing some dialog 
and thoughts regarding home additions. The 
possibilities for an addition to your home 
range from simple to complicated. Here are a 
few examples in no particular order. Bathroom 
wall expansion, Back porch enclosure, Garage 
buildout, Second story addition, Garage 
Expansion. Virtually any wall in your home 
can be moved or expanded, however depending 
on location and structural configuration will 
determine the complexity and in turn cost. 
Examples and points to consider:
• Bathroom wall expansion: 
  •  If more space is needed, in your bath 

before you renovate, planning a small wall 
expansion can add a great deal of 
flexibility when designing your new 
bathroom.

  •  Windows, fixtures and vanity locations 
should all be considered during planning 
of a bathroom wall expansion project.

•  Back porch enclosure: 
  •  Enclosing a back porch or screened in 

porch can be a very economical way 
to add interior square footage to your 
home.

  •  Consider if this space will be conditioned 
year around.

  • Consider electrical needs in the space.
  •  Think about finishes, floor, ceiling depending 

on how the space will be used.
• Garage Buildout:
  •  Finishing and enclosing the garage space 

can provide a great way to add attached 
square footing to your home.

  •  Space can easily become a new living 
room, new bedroom or a recreational 
space.

  •  As mentioned above, consider 
conditioning and finishes depending on 
how the space will be used.

• Second story expansion, garage expansion 
or traditional room addition:
  •  All three of these examples can be 

the most complicated addition to 
complete, but all are very possible.

  •  Each example should be well planned 
and bid by a qualified General 
Contractor.

  •  Common construction activities such as 
foundations, wood framing, insulation, 
drywall, electrical, roofing, masonry, 
plumbing, painting, finishes and concrete 
could all be part of the project depending 
on the scope.

• Planning and construction:
  •  Permitting is generally required - make 

sure you check with you local jurisdiction.
  •  Matching exterior materials - Brick can 

be challenging to get an exact match
  •  Siding can offer a good alternative and 

an opportunity to accent the exterior 
ascetics.

• Planning and bidding:
  •  Consult with a qualified local 

construction professional to assist in both 
planning and bidding.

  •  Remember the lowest price is not always 
the best, take time in evaluating your 
Contractor, relationship and trust are key!

If you have any concerns or questions don’t 
hesitate  to  contact  a  local  Contractor  and 
Construction  Professional  for  help  and 
guidance. Hope this months tips are helpful, 
enjoy the summer! TsT
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House of Thai
The scoop: House of Thai serves over 60 
different entrees, including traditional 
Thai dishes as well as typical Chinese food 
dishes and a variety of seafood options. 
Everything is made fresh and you can cater 
the dish to your specifications. You can 
choose from mild to very hot (even the 
mild is a bit spicy, so choose a level less 
than you would normally the first time) 
and you can choose between chicken, 
beef, pork, tofu, and veggies for most of 
the entrees, excluding the seafood dishes. 
A small starter salad is included with each 
entrée. Additionally, they have a lunch 
special Monday through Friday for $7.99 
with a choice of 17 entrees, which includes 
a spring roll, soup, and salad.

Type of food:   
Traditional Thai cuisine.

Recommendation:   
Pad Kee Mao with Chicken.

Hours: 
Mon – Thur:  11am – 3pm,  4pm – 9pm 
Friday:  11am – 3pm,  4pm – 10pm 
Saturday:  11am – 10pm 
Sunday:  11:30am – 9pm

Location:   
275 S State Rd 135, Greenwood, IN 46142.

Phone:   
indyhouseofthai.com.

Behind Bars:

Strawberry 
Mojito
Bartender: 
Vanessa Parra

Location:  
BJ’s Restaurant 
and Brewhouse,  
Greenwood Park Mall, 
1251 US 31,  
Greenwood, IN 46142

Where We Dine:

Susan Campbell,  
Fourth Grade Teacher, 
Center Grove  
Elementary School

Where do you like 
to dine?  
Cheesecake Factory.

What do you like to eat there? 
I enjoy the grilled salmon topped 
off with a piece of fresh strawberry 
cheesecake.

What do you like about this place? 
I love the atmosphere. My friends 
surprised me with my 50th birthday 
celebration at Cheesecake Factory. 
Therefore, the restaurant holds a 
special place in my heart.

Cheesecake Factory has a location 
at Greenwood Park Mall, 1251 US 31, 

Greenwood, IN 46142.  
Their phone number is (317) 887-8440.

Culinaria
An Option:

Family Science Day • Ages 12 months t- 
21 years old: try some hands-on science 
experiments. | When: Nov. 19, 10:30 a.m. - 
12 p.m. | Where: White River Branch library, 
1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org.

Vietnam War Celebration • The VFW, 
through DOD’s Vietnam War Commemoration 
partnership program, invite any Vietnam 
veteran, or veteran from another war, is invited 
for a free meal with entertainment. | When: 
Nov. 19, 6 p.m. | Where: Greenwood VFW Post 
5864, 333 S. Washington St., Greenwood. | Info: 
Visit vietnamwar50th.com.

Greater Greenwood Lions Club Meeting • 
Meet and eat. Visitors welcome. | When: Nov. 
22, 7 p.m. | Where: Golden Coral, 160 S. Marlin 
Dr., Greenwood. | Info: Call Vickie Gilmore, 
(812) 603-4440.

6th Annual Turkey Burn • Join other locals for 
a Thanksgiving Day competition! Family Fun 
1.5 mile, 5K, and 10K walk/ run. Spot a turkey, 
win a prize. All donations will go to the Ramey 
Boys Trust Fund. I When: Nov. 24. Run starts at 
9 a.m., walk starts at 9:05 a.m. I Where: Craig 
Park, 10 E. Smith Valley Rd., Greenwood I Cost: 
$20 registration, $30 with t-shirt, $35 with crew 
sweatshirt. I Info: Visit racemaker.org/event/
turkeyburn.

Crafty Crafters • Ages 1 month to 21 years 
old: explore creativity through craft projects. | 
When: Nov. 30, 4 - 5 p.m. | Where: White River 
Branch library, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. 
| Info: Visit pageafterpage.org.

Essential Oils, Healing Gifts for the Holidays 
• Diane Castle, Essential Oils Specialist, will 
discuss health benefits of essential oils and 
how to use them to create crafts and gifts. This 
program is for grades 8 to adults. | When: Dec. 
1, 6:30 - 8 p.m. | Where: White River Branch 
library, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: 
Visit pageafterpage.org.

Franklin Community High School Choir 
Christmas Show • Come join this performance. 
| When: Dec. 1 and 2, 7 p.m.| Where: Franklin 
Performing Arts Center, 2600 Cumberland 
Dr., Franklin. | Info: Call (317) 346-8109 visit 
TheFranklinPAC.org.

Santa Train • The Town of Bargersville will 
put on its annual Santa Train celebration, 
with Santa and Mrs. Claus, treats and more! | 
When: Dec. 2, 3 - 5 p.m. | Where: Downtown 
Bargersville, 24 N. Main St., Bargersville. | Info: 
townofbargersville.org.

A Chordlishter’s Christmas • Come join 
this performance.| When: Dec. 4, 2 p.m.| 
Where: Franklin Performing Arts Center, 2600 
Cumberland Dr., Franklin. | Info: Call (317) 346-
8109 visit TheFranklinPAC.org.

Virtual Reality: Get in the Game! • Those in 
grades 8 through adults can experience the 
best apps and make a working cardboard 
headset to use as a stocking stuffer or keep for 
yourself.  | When: Dec. 5, 6:30 - 8 p.m. | Where: 
White River Branch library, 1664 Library Blvd., 
Greenwood. | Info: Visit pageafterpage.org.

Silly Safaris’ Reindeer Reserve • This program 
stars one of Santa’s Elves with a live baby 
reindeer and other animals from the North 
Pole. | When: Dec. 7, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. | Where: 
White River Branch library, 1664 Library Blvd., 
Greenwood. | Info: Visit pageafterpage.org.

Christmas 5K • Join the Rotary Club of 
Greenwood and Greenwood Christian Academy 
for a day of food, fun, and activities. Bring 
running shoes, dogs in reindeer costumes, 
and a favorite ugly sweater for the first annual 
Christmas 5K in Greenwood. The first 300 
adults (and teens) get a free 5 piece Santa Suit 
for the race. | When: Dec. 17. Race registration 
starts at 8:30 a.m. 9 a.m. ugly sweater contest. 
9:30 a.m. best dressed pet contest. 10 a.m. 
race start. | Where: Register in the Greenwood 
Christian Academy auditorium. | Info: gcak12.
org/rotary-5k-event

CURRENT10
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By Pastor  
Chris Philbeck

At a recent Small 
Group Leadership Dinner at church, my 
son, Andrew, shared a powerful word of 
encouragement with those present: “Let 
yourself be used by God.” Now, that might 
sound overly simplistic, but the truth is, 
many people never say “yes” to leadership 
opportunities, or any kind of service for that 
matter because they think they’re not quali-
fied. Somehow we imagine that we need 
qualities or skills or gifts beyond what we 
already possess in order to lead or make a 
difference in someone’s life. But the truth 
is, the list of requirements is pretty simple. 
For example, while every leadership book 
will talk to you about the importance of 
“vision” (looking down the road and see-
ing the future) God routinely uses people 
who are able to notice the opportunities 
right in front of them. Tony Campolo who 
is a popular pastor, writer and social activ-
ist writes about a time he went to a funeral 
home to pay his respects to the family of 
an acquaintance. By mistake, he ended up 
in the wrong parlor. It held the body of an 
elderly man and his widow was the only 
mourner present. She seemed so lonely that 
Campolo decided to stay for the service. He 
even drove with her to the cemetery. At the 
end of the graveside service, as he and the 
widow were driving away, he finally con-
fessed that he had not known her husband. 
“I thought as much,” said the widow. “I didn’t 
recognize you. But it doesn’t really matter.” 
She squeezed his arm and said, “You’ll never, 
ever know what this means to me.” Let me 
offer you a challenge. After you read this 
devotion, take the time to ask someone this 
question: “Who has helped you most in your 
life?” You probably won’t hear the name of 
a Fortune 500 C.E.O. or some high powered, 
high level leader. Most of the time people 
will talk about someone who was simply 
there whenever needed. Someone who 
listened more than talked, who hugged, 
who touched, who cried. Someone who was 
present. Then, go out and be that person to 
someone whether they are family, friends 
or someone you’ve never even met before. 
In Mark 9:35 Jesus said, Anyone who wants 
to be first must be the very last, and a servant 
to all. Be a leader by letting yourself be used 
by God. It’s easier than you think.

Let yourself 
be used by God

Chris Philbeck is senior pastor of  
Mount Pleasant Christian Church.  
You may email him at  
inquiry@mpccministry.com  
or call (317) 881-6727.

DEVOTIONAL

Real and relevant
Katie and Drew Hall connect through serving together 

at Emmanuel Church Greenwood
By Erin Handy

Katie Hall began 
attending Emmanuel 
Church on Stones 
Crossing five years 

ago. Since then she has been hired on as 
the Children’s Ministry Director for the 
staff at the church. When she married 
Drew Hall in 2015, who is a Data Ana-
lyst at Rolls-Royce, he began to attend 
the church as well. Together they shared 
their thoughts on why they chose to 
make their spiritual home at Emmanuel.

What is it about your place of worship 
that helps you grow spiritually?

The messages at Emmanuel are always 
relevant and speak directly into different 
areas of our lives. We love that at the end 
of each message we are challenged to go 
and actually apply what we have learned. 
Being a part of a small group is probably 
the best thing for our spiritual growth… 
We love that we are surrounded by peo-
ple at Emmanuel who encourage us to 
grow in our walk with Christ.

What is it about your place of worship 
that helps you feel connected to your 
spouse, children, parents or family?

Worshipping and attending service 
with my wife makes me feel connected 
to her the most. We always strive to keep 
Christ at the center of our relationship 
and to be honest, we don’t always suc-
ceed. Worshipping together aligns our 
hearts by focusing on Him alone. We also 
love that we get to serve alongside one 
another at Emmanuel. Nearly every week 
I get to help my wife in the Children’s 
Ministry. Seeing her love on the children 
and being a part of that with her makes 
me feel even more connected.

What is one meaningful event that has 
taken place at your place of worship?

It was just another normal Sunday 
morning coming to a close. My wife and 
I noticed a couple looking around the 
Children’s area after service. I introduced 
myself and learned that it was their first 
time attending Emmanuel. We offered 
to show them around the Children’s area 
and as we walked around, we learned 
that they hadn’t attended church in some 
time so they began to look for one. Em-
manuel was their first stop. As we walked 
them to the door and our conversation 
came to a close, some of their last words 
were “We don’t have to look anywhere 
else… We’ll be back next week!” We love 
to be a part of a church where people 

feel so welcomed and are excited to 
come back week after week.

Why would you recommend your place 
of worship to someone?

Lots of reasons but here are two: 1. It’s 
real and 2. It’s relevant. By real I mean 
that the messages and the small group 
discussions aren’t hiding anything. The 
pastor models honesty and is not afraid 
to be himself and share things about 
himself in the messages. Additionally, 
the messages are about topics that are 
real issues and that includes some topics 
that aren’t necessarily fun to talk about 
or even hear about. Which leads me to 
number 2. Since the messages are real 
they are also relevant. In one way or an-
other, everyone, Christ follower or not, 
can relate to what the message is about.

We love Emmanuel and are so grate-
ful to call it our church home! If you ever 
find yourself there on a given weekend, 
don’t be afraid to stop one of us and in-
troduce yourself. We’d love to meet you!

Drew and Katie Hall. 
Submitted Photo

Emmanuel Church Greenwood
1640 Stones Crossing Rd. W.

Greenwood, IN 46143

eclife.org   |   (317) 535-9673

WHERE WE 
WORSHIP

PLEASE EMAIL 
NOMINATIONS TO  

NEWS@SS-TIMES.COM 
NO LATER THAN OCT. 25 
WITH WHY THIS PERSON 

SHOULD BE CHOSEN, 
WHO WE CAN SPEAK WITH 

ABOUT THEM AND  
CONTACT INFORMATION. 

Shh... this is a surprise 
for the chosen ICON!

We want your 
nominations for the 

2016 CENTER GROVE 
ICON OF THE YEAR 

– someone who 
deserves to be 

recognized for their 
contributions to 
the Center Grove 

community.

WHO WILL 
IT BE?
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Compiled by Nicole Davis

If something needs to be done, be that at 
his church, home or work community, Kevin 
Wheeler will be there with his sleeves rolled 
up, ready to go.

“It’s something we should all be doing,” 
Kevin says. “I was raised that you support 
the community where you live and the 
community where you do business. When 
times are tough, the community responds. 
It’s the only way for a community to sur-
vive, grow and thrive.”

Kevin grew up on the Southside of India-
napolis, Perry Township. He moved to the 
Center Grove area in the early ‘90s, purchas-
ing a house on County Line Road. He and  
his wife Sheri married in 1992 and have 
two sons, Benjamin (22) and Brian (19). The 
family has resided in three other neighbor-
hoods in the Center Grove community, and 
Kevin says they have loved each one. 

A graduate of Purdue University, Kevin 
has held many jobs in his lifetime, such as 
pumping gas in high school, putting on 
agricultural trade shows for Farm Progress 
Publications, a ski technician in Colorado, 
to being a flight instructor (for which he 
still holds his license). He has worked as an 
agent for Cardinal Insurance Services Inc. 
since 1986. He purchased the business from 
his father, Kenneth Wheeler, in 1994. 

While his children were in school and 
athletics, Kevin became involved in helping 
coach soccer and maintaining the fields for 
the little league. After his sons got involved 
in basketball, Kevin joined the board of di-
rectors and served as president of the Center 
Grove Boys Basketball League for 10 years. 

Now, Kevin volunteers to read to second 
graders at Homecroft Elementary on the 
Southside once a week. He has done work 
with the Midwest Food Bank and is active 
at Mount Auburn United Methodist Church 
where he has been on the council, several 
committees, youth programs and Sunday 
school. He is a board member for the Great-
er Southside Business Alliance and mem-
ber of the Kiwanis Club of Perry Township. 
Professionally, he served on the board of 
directors for Professional Insurance Agents, 
where he was also state president, and 
board of directors for NetVu.

Here, learn more about our December 
Center Grove ICON of the Month, Kevin 
Wheeler.

What do you consider your greatest virtue? 
I don’t like being on the sidelines, I want to 
be involved, and leave things better than 
when I started.

What do you most deplore in others? 
When someone says they will do 
something, and they don’t even try.

What do you like most about living in 
Center Grove? 
Schools, the neighborhoods, the people.

If you had to live anywhere else in the 
Metro Indianapolis area, where would it be? 
Lamb Lake.

If you could begin life over, what would 
you change? 
Not much, I have been very blessed, but the 
one occupation I might have done different 
would have been an airline pilot.

If money were no issue, how would  
you spend it? 
Probably own a plane (or two).

What makes you happiest? 
Watching my son’s play sports, cooking, 
hanging with friends, helping others.

What is your favorite vacation spot? 
Custer State Park, South Dakota; Steamboat 
Springs, Colorado, or Alaska (anywhere)…

What do you do with idle time? 
Play music.

What is it that makes you angry? 
Those that would rather be served rather than 
serve others.

What do you do to escape from reality? 
Watch a movie.

What or who is the greatest love of your life? 
Easy, Sheri my wife.

Which living person in Center Grove do 
you most admire? 
That is tough – there are a lot. Tim Tichenor, 
Jeff Owens, Larry Calvert, Mike Eckert are 
ones that come to mind quickly…

What is the quality you like most in a man? 
Integrity.

What is the quality you like most in a woman? 
Integrity.

What is your greatest extravagance? 
Eating out at nice restaurants.

What are your fears/phobias? 
Don’t have any that I am aware of.

What has been the happiest time  
of your life? 
Having fun with family and friends.

Which talent would you most like  
to possess? 
Wood working.

What do you most value in your friends? 
They are always there for you – always.

Which historical figure do you  
most admire? 
Jesus.

What is your greatest regret? 
Probably too much time with travel sports 
for the boys. It impacted taking a trips that 
didn’t involve a soccer tournaments.

What tenet do you live by? 
Do unto others as they would do unto you. 
And, there is no point in doing well, that 
which you shouldn’t be doing at all.

ICON of the Month

Kevin Wheeler
Center Grove resident and Southside 
business owner enjoys being involved 
in his community
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ADVERTISE IN THE SERVICE GUIDE…  
Call (317) 300-8782 for more information.

LAWN SERVICE
Grant Key’s

F R E E  E S T I M AT E S
(317) 727-7999

email: keylawn@hotmail.com

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL  
HOA’S • CHURCHES

MOWING • LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE • MULCHING 
HEDGE TRIMMING • SNOW REMOVAL • SALTING/DEICING 

Your KEY 
to Quality 

Service
Specializing in…

MOWING 
FROM 
$39

Quiz  on Page 7

1. C 2. D
3. A 4. C
5. B

Visit online:
myICON.info

LANDSCAPING/LAWN SERVICE

WRITERS WANTED!

WRITERS WANTED! 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENTS

The Center Grove ICON is seeking correspondents  
to join its editorial team. Must have basic knowledge 

of writing… will work with the right person.  
Must have your own transportation. Times-Leader 

Publications, LLC is an equal opportunity employer. 
Send resume to: ndavis@icontimes.com

Nick’s 
Tree 
Service

AVAILABLE SERVICES

• Tree Removal 
• Trimming
• Stump Grinding 
• Finish Grading
•  Bucket Truck 

Work 
• Climbing 
• Lot clearing 

LOCALLY OWNED 
& OPERATED

CALL
TODAY!

(317)
524-9100

Leadership Johnson County

You are invited to attend A Tour of Spain, 
featuring fine wines and cuisine, live and silent 

auction, wine pull, raffle and more.

Saturday, March 11th, 2017
Reception: 6:00 p.m. / Dinner: 7:00 p.m.

Barn at Bay Horse Inn
1468 West Stones Crossing Rd

Greenwood, IN 46143

Tickets
 Individual $100.00

Sponsorships available

For more information, contact Tandy Shuck at tshuck@franklincollege.edu or 317-738-8264  

Presented By:

Wine Event



SAVE$50
ANY PLUMBING REPAIR

OR DRAIN CLEANING
Not valid with any other offers. Cannot combine offers. Some restrictions apply. Coupon 
must be presented at time of service. Expires 12/31/16

Get a Tub or Shower Replaced in a Day!   Call Now!

1. DRAIN WATER HEATER
2. WHOLE HOUSE PLUMBING INSEPCTION
3. SUMP PUMP INSPECTION

Excludes Tankless Flush. Coupon must be presented at time of service. Expires 12/31/16

HOLIDAY
CLEANING

$49

Plumber to your door!

FREE
Monday-Friday 8a-3p. Coupon must be presented at time of service. Cannot be 
combined with any other offers. Expires 12/31/16

Holiday Specials

Coupon must be presented at time of estimate. Cannot be combined 
with any other offers. Expires 12/31/16

ANY TUB/SHOWER 
REPLACEMENT 

CO
88

90
00

54

8:00 AM 6:00 PM10:00 AM 1:00 PM 4:00 PM

859-9999
Call now!

CO88
90

00
54

NO purchase Necessary!

5 things that can go wrong with your 
Plumbing during the Holidays!

1. No Hot Water - not a convenient time to go on the 

fritz and conk out.

2. Stopped up Drain - Dishes a Mile high and water 

won’t drain down the sink.

3. Toilet gurgles - Noisy toilets are a nuisance and a 

drain on the water bill.

4. Sump Pump fails - No time for a flood during the 

holidays.

5. Faucet Drips - annoying & stains the sink, not to 
mention running up the h20 bill.

Schedule Prevention Online

CartersMyPlumber.com

$700 OFF


