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Event  - Saints Francis and Clare of Assisi 
Catholic Church’s 10th Annual Fall Festival 
is on Friday, Sept. 23 (5 – 11p.m.) and Satur-
day, Sept. 24 (noon – 11p.m.).

Amusement rides will be set up on the 
church grounds for the children and adults 
alike. Burgers, pulled pork, hotdogs, “The 
Best” corn-on-the cob and other favorites 
will be on sale. A chance to win the grand 
prize of $10,000 in the Mega Raffle is just 
the price of a ticket. For those who like to sit 
and enjoy a leisurely dinner, on Friday eve-
ning from 5 – 8 p.m., a Fish Fry Dinner will 
be offered. On Saturday evening (5 – 8 p.m.), 
a Mexican Fiesta Dinner will be available.

A silent auction area will be located in the 
gym. More than 150 items and baskets will 
be there to be bid upon. In years past, ev-
erything from toys to games, crafts, home-
made quilts, baseball tickets, and time-share 
vacations have been auctioned off. All prof-
its from the festival, including the auction 
proceeds, go directly to help support the 

local parish and school and community out-
reach programs.  

The Festival Marketplace (formally known 
as Art in the Park) will be in gym and fea-
tures artists from all across Indiana. 

Every year, the Quilter’s Club donates a 
hand-made quilt. This year’s brightly-col-
ored quilt is 60”x84” and comes with two 
decorative pillows. It will be raffled off on 
Saturday and tickets are just $2 each or $6 
for five tickets.

On Saturday, a special $15 ride brace-
let may be purchased for unlimited rides 
from noon – 3 p.m. The children’s tent offers 
small games where the kids can win small 
prizes and face painting. A Dime Toss Booth 
will also be available. There will be a Petting 
Zoo available on both days.

Besides the food, there will be a Beer and 
Wine Tent, Monte Carlo Tent, live bands, and 
new this year is the Wine and Dessert Bar.

Live entertainment takes place Friday and 
Saturday. 

On Friday: 
• The Sax Guy on Outdoor Stage, 5:30 - 

7:30 p.m. 
• Stacey on the Piano by the Wine and 

Dessert bar, 7:30 – 9 p.m.
• Park Avenue Band on the Entertainment 

Tent Stage, 7:30 – 11 p.m.
On Saturday:

• Greenwood Community Band in the En-
tertainment Tent, 1 – 3 p.m.

• Circle City Steel Band on the Outdoor 
Stage, 4 – 7 p.m.

• Stacey on the Piano by the Wine and 
Dessert bar, 7:30 – 9 p.m.

• So They Say on the Entertainment Tent 
Stage, 7:30 – 11 p.m.

And, lest one forget the mission of the 
church, there are three Masses scheduled 
for Saturday evening:  “Early-bird” Mass 
at 4, 5:30 and an “almost midnight” Mass at 
the Festival closing at 11:30 p.m. 

SSFC hosts 10th annual Fall Festival offers 
two days of family-friendly festivities

Saints Francis & Clare Fall Festival
• When: Sept. 23, 5 - 11 p.m. and Sept. 24, noon - 11 p.m.

• Where: 5901 Olive Branch Rd., Greenwood

• Info: Visit ss-fc.org
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FRI., SEPT. 23RD  &  SAT., SEPT. 24TH

MEGA RAFFLE

License #140481

CG Alternative Academy CARE Pantry 
 announces 2016-17 schedule

 
Schools – The Center Grove Alternative Academy CARE Pantry will be open for the 2016-17 
school year beginning Aug. 26 through May 5, 2016. The CARE Pantry is staffed by students 
who attend the Center Grove Alternative Academy. The students are using the month of Au-
gust to inventory and review the pantry’s products and supplies. The Pantry will be open on 
Fridays during the school year when school is in session from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.Here are 
the Fridays during the 2016-17 school year when school is not in session and the Pantry will 
be closed: Oct. 14, 2016 – Fall Break; Oct. 21, 2016 – Fall Break; Nov. 25, 2016 – Thanksgiving 
Break; Dec. 23, 2016 – Winter Break; Dec. 30, 2016 – Winter Break; March 24, 2016 – Spring 
Break; March 31, 2016 – Spring Break. The CARE Pantry serves all families in Johnson County. 
Families may visit the pantry once per month with a valid photo ID and proof of Johnson 
County Residency. More information about the CARE Pantry is available at centergrove.k12.
in.us/CAREPantry.

Honey Grove Family Dentistry  
to host free Dentistry Day

 
FREE DENTAL – People in the Greenwood community, and surrounding areas, will have the 
opportunity to receive free dental services at Honey Grove Family Dentistry on Sept. 24.
“We understand that many people in our community and across the nation haven’t been to 
the dentist for a long period of time. Some don’t understand the importance of dental health, 
but more often than not, they don’t have the financial means,” said Dr. Christina Popoviciu, of 
Honey Grove Family Dentistry. “This event is a great opportunity for us to share our time and 
resources with those less fortunate and give back to the community.”
During Free Dentistry Day, a choice of one free cleaning, extraction or filling will be provided 
per patient on Sept. 24, between 8 a.m. and 1 p.m. at 1711 S. State Rd. 135, Suite B in Green-
wood. Patients will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. For more information, call 
(317) 882-8000 or visit FreeDentistryDay.org.
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After nearly 13 
years serving part 
time with the White 
River Township Fire 
Department, Ray 

Denson was hired full time as a firefighter in 
July. It’s the only fire department he’s ever 
served - and wants to serve, he says. 

“The community is great,” he said. “They 
support us and everything we do. The 
people that I work with, they love being 
firemen. They love taking care of people. 
We’re all out here to achieve the same goal 
and that’s serving the public. You really can’t 
beat that.”

Denton grew up on the Southside of In-
dianapolis, moving around the Southside 
before graduating from Center Grove High 
School. He was hired part time to WRTFD in 
2003 and is also certified as an EMT. While 
working part time for WRTFD, he worked 11 
years in the automotive industry and still 
owns a small landscaping company. 

Here, learn more about Denson:

What was your inspiration to become a 
firefighter? 

Just out of high school, I went from job 
to job. I wanted to do something I felt good 
about at the end of the day. So 13 years ago, 
I filled out an application and here I am to-
day. At the end of the day I get to go home 
feeling good about what I did, making a 
difference in the community and helping 
people. 

What has been one of your most 
gratifying moments on the job? 

It all boils down to being there for the 
community and being a public servant. Four 
years ago we went on a run and I assisted 
delivering a baby. I was the first person to 
hold the baby, next to the mother. That 
makes up for all of the bad things that hap-
pen. Sometimes things don’t work out the 
way we want them to. When you can help 
bring life, it makes a difference. 

What aspect of the job do you  
find most challenging? 

Everybody looks up to firemen as heroes. 
Sometimes people forget we’re human, too. 
We have feelings and emotions. The most 
challenging is not being that expectation. 
Sometimes we can’t do it all. Having to ex-
plain to family members what’s going on 
in a time of need and not being able to do 
more than we’ve already done, that’s chal-
lenging for me. 

What do you enjoy doing  
in your off-time? 

I have a wife and three boys. We’re a big 
hockey family. We spend a lot of time in the 
winter at the hockey rink. I coach my son’s 
hockey team at Perry Park. We own a boat, 
so in the summer time we’re on the lake. 

What are your future goals, 
professionally or personally?

Professionally, I’ve been here 13 years. I’ve 
surrounded myself with a group of people 
who have helped me succeed, become suc-
cessful and educate me. I’d like to think here 
in the future I can be that person to help 
educate people.

What would you have done if you  
hadn't become a firefighter?

I can’t see myself doing anything else. I 
hit the lottery when I got this job. It’s the 
best job in the world. I worked in the au-
tomotive industry for a while so that may 
have been it.

Ray Denson
White River Township firefighter enjoys the 

community’s friendliness and support

Compiled by Nicole Davis

 White River Township firefighter Ray Denson.
Photo by Nicole Davis

BEHIND the 
BADGEBy Jeff Beck

Saddle Club Road: Yes, there was a Saddle Club. Horse enthusiasts were drawn 
to the long, narrow building to enjoy their hobby and sharing their love of horses. 
Little is recalled from the group, although it is known Delia (Williams) Grose and 
husband Russell (Bud) Grose, were active members of the club. Billy McCarty was 
said to be the unofficial leader of the Saddle Club group. While a search has been 
conducted, we cannot find a photo of the building. 

 The Saddle Club building was located approximately one quarter mile 
south of Smokey Row Road on the west side of Saddle Club Road (400 W.). Travel-
ing south on Saddle Club, there is a small valley, and then cresting the hill Saddle 
Club was on your right. The building faced south and was approximately 200 feet 
long and 20 feet wide. I recall the building and driving by many times in my mid-
teenage years (early 60’s) while returning from visiting my grandparents. Activi-
ties during the 1940s and 50s were numerous with most related to horse riding as 
told by local community members with senior status. Little traffic and large acre-
age provided an excellent location for trail riding and showing horses. The build-
ing was razed many years ago with homes being built on the former Saddle Club 
location.

Horse clubs continue to operate in Johnson County. Valley Riders continues to 
use the fairgrounds in Franklin to host shows. The Sprinkle family, longtime Val-
ley Riders members, said the club hosted shows on land owned by Bob Briggs of 
Smith Valley for many years and then moved to Yellow Rose Ranch on Smokey 
Row Road before move to fairgrounds. Johnson County 4-H also has horse and 
pony club, and information is available at Johnson County Extension office locat-
ed at the northeast corner of fairgrounds.

Community history should be cherished and documented. Write memories 
down and be sure to date copies with your name for reference. Johnson County 
Historical Museum in Franklin is happy to obtain family histories with signed re-
lease. If you have a question on community’s past, let us know and I will be happy 
to research and share as appropriate.

HISTORY & 
ARCHITECTURE

Jeff Beck is a lifelong Bargersville resident who has a passion for the history 
of the Center Grove area. He has authored the books, Bargersville and Center 
Grove: Unveiling the Past.

Saddle up!

CAstleton square mall
P : 317.849.5790

the fashion mall at keystone
P : 317.574.0777

SHOP NOW FOR
BACK TO SCHOOL!
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Center Grove News Quiz
How well do you know your Center Grove community?  

Test your current event knowledge each month with a little Q&A!

1 The City of Greenwood will offer 
a new event this year on Sept. 24, 

1 - 8 p.m. with live music, games and 
activities for adults. What is the event 
titled?
❏ A. Adult’s Night Out
❏ B. Greenwood Gala
❏ C. Grown Up Grooves
❏ D. Rock the Clock

2 The Boaz Project will host Journey 
to Africa on Oct. 7, 7 - 9:30 p.m. at 

The Columns in Greenwood. What will 
this benefit?
❏ A. Orphans
❏ B. Reptile Rescue
❏ C. Family Counseling
❏ D. Group bible studies

3 Humble Hands Inc. will host its 
first fundraiser, Humble Harvest 

costume party, on Oct. 1. The nonprofit 
giving clothes and household items to 
people in need in Johnson County says 
they serve which area the most? 
❏ A. Center Grove
❏ B. Greenwood
❏ C. Franklin
❏ D. Whiteland

4 Saints Francis & Clare Catholic 
Church will host its 10th Annual 

______ ______ on Sept. 23 - 24.
❏ A. Harvest Festival
❏ B. Fall Festival
❏ C. Faith Festival
❏ D. September Showdown

5 American Grit star and Center 
Grove grad, Brooke Van Paris, will 

represent the U.S. in the ______ ______ 
______ World Championships on Oct. 
15. What is her sport of choice?
❏ A. Jump Rope Skipping
❏ B. Obstacle Course Racing
❏ C. Running, Swimming, Biking 
(triathlons)
❏ D. Heavy Weight Lifting

Answers on Page 23

"@mallowrun a little 
rainbow to end labor day 

weekend!!" 

TWEET 
of the 

MONTH

Mike Combs
NMLS #924181

EXPERTS AT SERVING 
OUR CUSTOMERS. 

AND OUR COMMUNITY.

©2016 The National Bank of Indianapolis      www.nbofi .com      Member FDIC       

West Smith Valley Road and SR 135

882-8200
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Humble Hands nonprofit hosts its first fundraiser 
to benefit Johnson County families in need

By Nicole Davis
Amidst the growing communities, large 

houses and nice neighborhoods, there are 
pockets of poverty with people in need 
throughout Johnson County. Miki Bolton, 
of Whiteland, and Gina Royer, of the Center 
Grove area, founded Humble Hands Inc. to 
offer help to those families and individuals. 

“People don’t realize Johnson County has 
such a huge need,” Bolton says. “Believe it or 
not, Center Grove is the area we serve the 
most.”

Humble Hands is a 501c3 which collects 
donations of new and gently-used cloth-
ing and household items and gives them to 
Johnson County resi-
dents in need.

Bolton, who 
moved to Johnson 
County 16 years ago 
and has raised her 
four children here, 
led the outreach 
team at Stones Cross-
ing Church for five 
or six years. When 
the hurricane tore 
through Haiti nearly three years ago, Bolton 
says she noticed many of the area churches 
turning their outreach to help the people of 
Haiti recover. That took attention away from 
local needs. Gina’s husband, Jason, co-owns 
RAMS Investing, a real estate remodeling 
company.

“Gina says you’d be astonished with 
what people leave behind in those homes,” 
Bolton says. “Let’s do something about it. 
That was October. I wasn’t into it yet. I was 
waiting to see what happened. At Christ-
mas, I was reading a book called Kisses from 
Kate, about a girl who went to Uganda at 18, 
before college. She fell in love with the kids 

there, continued to help educate them with 
the war there and the genocide. She was so 
inspiring. At 18 years old, to do all of that… 
I was inspired. I needed to do something. I 
ran into Gina again. She asked if I thought 
about her proposal. I kept pushing it away, 
which was kind of like pushing God away. 
You can’t do that.”

Bolton agreed to apply for a not-for-profit 
license, thinking it would take a long time 
to come through. It took a week. Bolton and 
Gina then set up a Facebook page request-
ing donations.

“That was May 2014 and we haven’t 
stopped since,” Bolton says. “We had three 

garages for a year. 
The second year 
we added storage 
units. The word got 
out.”

With dona-
tions overflowing 
their rented space, 
Bolton and Gina 
leased their cur-
rent location at 400 
Tracy Rd., Suite 1, 

Whiteland.
“I feel blessed,” Bolton says. “I definitely 

give all the glory where it belongs and that’s 
to God. I’m just a vessel that he uses. I some-
times am frustrated and then I realize how 
lucky I am to be able to meet these people 
every day and be part of their story. I was a 
single mom and someone helped me in this 
way… I had no idea 25 years later that I’d 
be doing what I do. It’s just humbling to be 
able to help people.”

Humble Hands is all volunteer, but the 
organization still needs funds to cover rent, 
utilities and delivery of donations. They will 
host their first fundraiser on Oct. 1, Humble 

Harvest Costume Party, from 6 - 10 p.m. at 
3250 S. Morgantown Rd., Greenwood. The 
event will include live music, dinner and 
dancing with a silent auction, live auc-
tion and raffle. Rafael Sanchez will emcee 
throughout the evening. Tickets can be 
purchased online at humblehandsinc.com 
for $25.

“We encourage people to come out and 
support what we do, learn why we’re do-
ing it,” Bolton says. “It is a costume ball for 
adults. We thought that was fun because 
how often do adults get to dress up? You’ll 
be able to be a kid again at Halloween. It’s a 
minimal fee to do so. For $25, they’ll be do-
ing so much for the community. Everything 
stays local to Johnson County in their back-
yard. A lot of our clients are coming.”

With the proceeds from the fundraiser, 
Gina and Bolton look to add another spot to 
their current location where they can offer a 
food pantry and teach life skills classes.

“With our organization, a lot of these 
families come for help and 90 percent we’ll 
never see again,” Bolton says. “It’s a quick 
fix to help them move on. The other 10 
percent they stick around and we do life 
with them every day and teach them out to 
change their lives. We teach them life skills, 
how to budget, how to get them out of the 
rut they’re in. We’re in the schools because 
they’re on the front line and they are the 

ones that see it every day. That’s where we 
come in and have these resources.”

Humble Hands offers assistance by ap-
pointment only, to help maintain the ano-
nymity of its clients. 

“We let each family have their individu-
al time and then we can spend time with 
them, talk to them and find out what their 
real needs are beyond what they’re here for,” 
Bolton says. “They may come in for clothing 
but may need a lot more than that.”

The nonprofit served 180 children by 
distributing school clothes this year, and 
continues to work with schools from Green-
wood, Franklin, Center Grove and Whiteland 
to identify families in need.

With no shelters in Johnson County, 
Bolton says there is no data as to the num-
ber of homeless persons in the county. Most 
of them are not on the streets; they’re stay-
ing with relatives or “couch surfing.” 

“North Grove is the largest school we 
serve,” Bolton says. “We have a small ques-
tionnaire for our research purposes only. I’m 
trying to figure out the areas we’re serving, 
the age groups; I would love to figure out 
where the greatest need is.”

As Humble Hands continues to grow, 
Bolton says they hope to continue getting 
volunteers who are passionate about the 
cause and want to help the organization 
continue growing for years to come.

COMMUNITYCover Story

Humble
HARVEST

Costume Party

For info visit humblehandsinc.com

to benefit  Humble Hands Inc.
Oct. 1, 6 - 19 p.m. 

3250 S. Morgantown Rd. 
Greenwood

“I sometimes am frustrated and 
then I realize how lucky I am to 

be able to meet these people 
every day and be part of their 

story.” ~ Miki Bolton Photo by Nicole Davis: Gina Royer and Miki Bolton, co-founders of Humble Hands Inc.

per 
person

$25



Doctor Makes Hearing Aids Aff ordable for Everyone

Board-certifi ed Ear, Nose, and Throat physician 
Dr. S. Cherukuri, a graduate of the prestigious 
University of  Michigan School of  Medicine, 
built a very successful practice helping patients 
with hearing problems. “I was often frustrated by 
the fact that many of my patients could benefi t 
from the use of a  hearing aid, but unfortunately 
couldn’t  aff ord one. I then made it my mission to 
change this, making quality digital hearing aids 
aff ordable for anyone who needs one.” 

It’s Nearly Invisible “I knew when I developed a new line of hear-
ing aids that one of the most important requirements would be for the 
device to be hard for others to see,” said Dr. Cherukuri. “One of the 
biggest objections people have to wearing a hearing aid is that they 
are embarrassed. Our design helps people get past this concern.”  

Digital Hearing Aid Outperforms Competitors The new 
medical grade hearing aid is called MDHearingAid® AIR.  It is 
sleek, lightweight, and full of the same advanced digital technology 
found in higher-priced devices, but at a small fraction of the price. “I 
couldn’t understand why everything in the digital world kept coming 
down in price, like computers, TVs, and DVD players, but not digi-
tal hearing aids,” Cherukuri said. Once the doctor started to realize 
his dream and was able to produce a device that costs 90% less, the 
industry was turned upside down.

So How Does He Do It?  Since 90% of people with hearing loss 
have similar needs, MDHearingAids were designed to meet those 
needs with user-adjustable features, avoiding the need for expensive 
customized hearing aids. This also makes it so easy for people to try 
the product, because no prescription is needed, even though it’s an 
FDA-Registered Medical-Grade digital hearing aid. 

With their 45 Risk-Free Trial, you can try it at home and if you’re 
not completely satisfi ed, just return it. It’s that simple. They even 
provide Free Shipping and Free Batteries. 

Sreekant Cherukuri
Board Certifi ed Ear, Nose 
and Throat Doctor, and 
MDHearingAid Founder

For the Lowest Price Plus FREE 
Shipping Call Today

1-800-413-3153
Mention O� er Code AJ76 to Get 
FREE Batteries for a Full Year!

Doctors & Buyers Agree, 
“AIR is the Best Digital Value!”

“...This product is just as eff ective (if not more) than traditional overly-
priced hearing aids.” – Dr. Chang 

“I have been wearing hearing aids for over 25 years and 
these are the best behind-the-ear aids I have tried.” 
– Gerald L.  

“...an excellent quality-to-price ratio.” 
– J. May, MD 

“This is truly a miracle... I don’t even know how to 
begin thanking you for giving me my life back!” 
– Sherri H. 

Digital Hearing Aid Costs 90% Less
SAME FEATURES AS 

EXPENSIVE HEARING AID
 COMPETITORS FOR

90% LESSNearly 
Invisible!

Mini behind-the-ear hearing aid with 
thin tubing for a nearly invisible 
profi le

Advanced Noise Reduction to make 
speech clearer

Feedback Cancellation eliminates 
whistling

Wide Dynamic Range Compression 
makes soft sounds audible and loud 
sounds comfortable

Telecoil setting for use with compati-
ble phones, and looped environments 
like churches

3 Programs and Volume Dial accom-
modate most common types of hear-
ing loss even in challenging listening 
environments

BREAKING NEWS
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We’re on the move! Please  note that 
we’re located at our current temporary 
location at 1675 W. Smith Valley Rd., 
in Greenwood, and  looking forward to 

serving you at our new location at 195 N. 
Emerson Ave., Greenwood, IN. We’ll be 

celebrating with you when we finalize our 
move at the end of December! 

Watch our progress at 
http://www.talktotucker.com/moves/

No matter where we’re at,  
we’ll always be YOUR neighbor!

Future Home of 
F.C. Tucker Realtors®

Visit www.TalkToTucker.com/Moves for more details

Your friend, 
your neighbor

Our 
neighborhood

Community Ministry Center is now IMPACT Center
 

GROWTH – With growth comes change, and the Community Ministry Center is embracing 
this new season. As of this month, the Community Ministry Center will change its name to 
The IMPACT Center: a place that continues to offer practical help and eternal hope all under 
one roof. Since the grand opening of the new location back in 2013, The IMPACT Center has 
been able to multiply the amount of people we serve in our community. The 15,000 square 
foot building allows us to offer our services in a retail-like atmosphere, offering donated food 
and clothing to people in need. Numbers have steadily increased in the amount of people we 
serve per week, jumping from 200 families to as many 375 families per week.

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!

CENTER GROVE

CONNECTING                SOUTHSIDE. My

TO ADVERTISE: (317) 300-8782

IndianaSpineGroup.com

747 East County Line Road,  Suite L
Greenwood, IN 46143 

317.893.1960

• Treatment of acute  
back and neck pain

• Specialized injections 
including steroid, 
epidural and nerve blocks

• Traditional minimally 
invasive surgery and 
microsurgery

• Complex spine surgery

Indiana Spine Group Greenwood

Jose Vitto, MD
Interventional Pain 
Management

Justin Miller, MD
Spine Surgeon

Indiana Spine Group is pleased to announce our new Greenwood office.

P rompt Patient Appointments
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It’s a simple but effective way of 
helping people reach their financial 
goals – and it’s a way of doing 
business that Raymond James has 
pioneered for more than 50 years. 
Make your voice count. Partner with 
our team of financial advisors and 
get guidance that’s in tune with 
your life. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

Sarah Eder, AAMS®
701 E. County Line Rd., Ste. 302 
Greenwood, IN 46143
(317) 885-0114
(800) 382-9487
Sarah.Eder@RaymondJames.com
StewartLewisEvans.com

©2015 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC.

Raymond James® is a registered trademark of Raymond James Financial, Inc.

15-BDMKT-1770 ME/CW 4/15

Center Grove dedicates new bleachers, press box
 

Schools – Center Grove Community Schools dedicated its new bleachers and press box at 
the Center Grove High School (CGHS) Football Stadium at halftime of the varsity football 
home opener against Warren Central HS this Aug. 19. Center Grove honored Ray Skillman 
Automotive for the donation to pay for the cost of the new home and visitor bleachers and 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray and Ann Skillman for their personal donation to pay for the new press box 
at the stadium. The stadium’s old bleachers, which were originally installed 40 years ago, 
were closed in February and torn down in March after two structural engineers reported they 
failed load tests and lacked structural integrity. The new bleachers are secure structures that 
increase the seating capacity of the home bleachers by 1,033 seats and of the visitor bleach-
ers by 840 seats for a total seating capacity of 5,886.

CGHS Principal Doug Bird (at right) thanks Ray Skillman during a ceremony to honor Ray Skillman Automotive, 
Mr. Skillman, his wife, Ann, and their family for their donations to fund the cost of the new bleachers and press 
box at the high school football field.
 

leadershipjohnsoncounty.org
101 Branigin Boulevard • Franklin, Indiana 46131

“Leading Change” 
Good leaders know that change happens, but great leaders know how to adapt 
and lead change. This program is designed for participants to learn how to 
manage personal change, organizational change, or both. 

Organization Change Objectives:  
•  Learn a framework for developing a strategy to 

implement a change initiative
•  Understand how people typically respond to 

change and develop strategies to maintain positive 
change momentum

•  Know techniques for sustaining themselves as they 
implement organizational change

•  Be encouraged to apply all of these ideas to their 
personal situations 

Personal Change Objectives:
• Understand the role of motivation in change
• Examine the role of fear in change
• Learn how to sustain balance through change
• Create a personalized plan for change

About the facilitators

n Bonnie Pribush
Bonnie Pribush is a Professor Emeritus of Franklin College, 
having been a Professor of Mathematical Sciences, Director 
of the Franklin College Leadership Program and Director 
of Education for Leadership Johnson County. Her advanced 
degrees are in Mathematics and Computer Science. Bonnie 
has taught and presented nationally and internationally. She 
is often called upon to present workshops for leadership 
groups across the state of Indiana. 

n Dr. Rick Ruegg
Dr. Rick Ruegg is a licensed psychologist and marriage 
and family therapist in private practice. He has provided 
psychological counseling to individuals, couples and families 
in Greenwood for the past 30 years. Dr. Ruegg is a graduate 
of the Leadership Johnson County Class of 1996. He has 
conducted multiple seminars on change and believes that 
“To best orchestrate change or adapt to change is to know 
oneself.” 

Program Dates: Tuesday, October 4th, 2016 – Personal Change
Tuesday, November 1st, 2016 – Organizational Change

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Franklin College, Henderson Conference Room 
Fee: $99.00 per person, for one session. $158.00 for both sessions. 

Participants can elect to participate in one or both sessions.
Groups discounts available. 

The Chancel and Bell Choirs of
Greenwood United Methodist

Church invite you to join us each
week as we praise Jesus Christ

through music.

We enjoy a wide variety of  music,
from traditional hymns to gospel,

Dixieland to classical. 
We welcome singers and bell 

players  — regardless of  skill. All 
you need is a basic understanding 

of  how to read music.

If  you want to meet some great folks
and create wonderful music, come

join us. We rehearse Thursday
evenings at 6:30 (7:30 for bells) at

the church — 525 N. Madison 
Avenue in Old Town Greenwood.

For more information, check our
web-site: greenwoodumcmusic.org

or call Director Drew Worthen at
317-525-8333.

JOIN ONE OF OUR 
CHOIRS AND BRING 

SOME HARMONY INTO 
YOUR LIFE
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Getting to  
know Jenna...

• I am getting married to Macey Dale 
on the 17th of September.

• I have a twin sister, and she is also an 
optometrist. People would always call 
us the twins because they can’t tell 
who is who. A goal of ours is to take 
a trip together to Pig Island in the 
Bahamas.

• I was in the Debtones show choir my 
senior year at Center Grove, and we 
won Nationals in Orlando.

What’s some advice you wish 
someone had given you when you 
were younger? It’s okay to not do 
what everyone else is doing. Everyone 
has their own path in life. High school 
is that environment where you want 
to fit in but it is completely okay to do 
something different and be your own 
person even in that stage of life.

In your school-age years, is there a 
person who had a significant impact 
on you? Who and why? I think she is 
retired, but her name is Jo Jones. She 
was my Spanish teacher and home 
room teacher in high school. She 
taught me so much in Spanish class 
and I was very inspired by her ability 
to teach Spanish and make it fun. I 
actually went on to minor in Spanish.  
I wouldn’t say that I am fluent, but I 
am definitely conversationally able to 
speak with Spanish speaking patients 
and Mrs. Jones really helped start the 
ball rolling with that.

What do you do in your free time? 
My fiancé and I really enjoy trying out 
new restaurants. We love cooking and 
have taken some cooking classes. We 
love to do things food related. We also 
enjoy hiking and we love to travel.

What are some goals you’d like to 
accomplish in the coming years? 
In the next three years I want to run 
a marathon. I want to do one and be 
done. I’d also like to participate in a 
mission trip. There are a lot of good 
groups that help facilitate where 
optometrists can go to offer their 
services to underserved populations.

By Beth Wade
What would drive a person to make the 

trek from Bloomington to Center Grove 
every day for work? The desire to give 
back to the community that helped raise 

her. Dr. Jenna Liechty makes this trip on a regular basis to serve her 
community by working at VisionQuest Eyecare on State Road 135. 
After she finished optometry school Jenna decided to bring vision 
therapy to her hometown. 

“I definitely wanted to come back to the area because it was fa-
miliar and I knew there was a need in Center Grove for vision thera-
py,” she said. “Until I came here, there was really no one that offered 
those services on the Southside, and it was really important to me 
to be able to offer that to the Center Grove community.” 

Jenna grew up in Center Grove. She enjoyed playing basketball 
and softball and spent her summers playing for Lassie League, Cen-
ter Grove’s fast pitch softball league. 

“I grew up at Lassie League down there at Morgantown Road by 
the middle school,” she said. “I played Lassie League softball for as 
long as I can remember. I was with many of the same girls through 
my teenage years and got to know them and the coaches really 
well.”

While at Center Grove High School, Jenna joined the theater pro-
gram and was involved in Romeo and Juliet and The Music Man.  She 
joined show choir her junior and senior year and gained a deep ap-
preciation for the arts. 

Before Jenna graduated from Center Grove High School in 2004, 
she and her dad took a trip to visit IU. While there she visited the 
School of Optometry. 

“My grandfather was an optometrist,” Jenna said. “I never got to 
meet him, though. He passed away before I was born, but my dad 
really enjoyed helping him out at his practice when he was a boy. 
After that visit to IU and the School of Optometry the pieces just 
kind of fell in together.”

After high school, she attended Indiana University and complet-
ed her undergrad in 2008. She graduated from the School of Op-
tometry in 2012. 

Jenna now works at VisionQuest, and has brought a program 
called vision therapy to Center Grove and its residents. Vision ther-
apy is customized to the patient to help improve their visual skills 
by working on visual efficiency, visual speed, and visual processing. 
She just recently received her fellowship in The College of Optom-

etrist and Vision Development (FCOVD) designating her Board Certi-
fied in Vision Development and Vision Therapy.

“One of the neat things about doing what I do is that we’ve been 
able to help people who have been told that there is nothing that 
could be done,” Jenna said. “I think that is really important, because 
we have given some families and some patients hope. Our eyes and 
our vision play so much into what we do on a daily basis, and not 
having that can really impact someone’s ability to function. That is 
something we pride ourselves on; just being able to help those pa-
tients and spend time with them to really help improve their quality 
of life.”

Improving the vision of our future Center Grove grad Dr. Jenna Liechty
 gives back to community 

WHERE ARE
THEY NOW?

Above: Jenna and her fiance, Macey Dale.  
Below Left and Middle: Jenna Liechty’s pictures from Center Grove High School.
Below Right: Jenna Liechty now Submitted Photos
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Brooke Van Paris Submitted Photos

By Nicole Davis
Brooke Van Paris will 

represent the U.S. for the 
second time on Oct. 15 in Canada at the Ob-
stacle Course Racing (OCR) World Champi-
onships. It isn’t the first time this year that 
the Center Grove graduate has represented 
her hometown well. In April, she was a com-
petitor on the Fox television show, Ameri-
can Grit.

“I am hoping it will go well,” she says. “Last 
year I placed top 20 percent in the world. 
We’ll see how this year goes.” 

Van Paris was attending Indiana Univer-
sity when in October 2009 she was in a car 
accident that left both arms in casts from 
her fingertips to her elbows for two years. 
She says she was not able to do anything 
for herself at that time, essentially handi-
capped. After the casts came off, she de-
cided to do something to get back in shape. 
She ran her first obstacle course race in Oc-
tober 2014. Through the next year, she ran 
48 obstacle course races. In October 2015 
she represented the U.S. in the OCR World 
Championships.

In November 2015, Van Paris was chosen 
for American Grit. The show, staring WWE’s 
John Cena as its host, featured 16 elite ath-
letes, eight males and eight females, chosen 
for their “never give up” attitude. They were 
paired into teams of four and led by military 

mentors, who trained the athletes to work 
as a team to overcome military-grade chal-
lenges. Van Paris’ mentor was Tee Hanible, 
a retired gunnery sergeant with the U.S. 
Marines.

Van Paris made it to the second episode, 
when she was cho-
sen to represent 
her team in ‘The 
Circus,’ elimina-
tion round. After 
going through an 
obstacle course 
to get to the en-
durance portion 
of this round, the 
participants were 
challenged to do 
10 burpees and 
then plunge into 
ice water, over and 
over again until 
someone called 
themselves out. 
Van Paris pushed 
herself until she 
literally couldn’t 
anymore.

“As far as the ice bath challenge, it was 
not fun,” Van Paris says. “We were already 
cold, living at the base of a mountain and 
now we’re about to get an ice bath. I re-

member looking at Tee and she said ‘get 
your mind somewhere else.’ That’s what I 
was focused on. Mentally, I really only re-
member the first couple rounds of burpees 
and submersions. My mind was on the ac-
cident. I kept thinking about my teammates 

and how I needed 
to be back at the 
house with them. 
It was a test of not 
just your body but 
your mind.”

She continues, 
“The weirdest 
thing when I went 
down, my mind 
was still there. I 
could feel people 
touching me and 
talking to me but I 
couldn’t respond. 
It was hypothermic 
shock. They were 
talking to me and 
I couldn’t talk. I 
couldn’t wiggle my 
toes or anything 

until about an hour af-
ter I went to the hospital… I really wanted 
to prove myself physically. I think what I was 
wanting to accomplish, I did. I’ve always 
lived with this never give up attitude. It gave 

me a platform for everyone to see see push 
myself to the point that my body gave out. 
I really pushed myself to my breaking point. 
For me, I don’t have any regrets.”

After the show, Van Paris moved to Dal-
las, Texas to work for Battle Frog, a racing 
company. The  company recently shut down 
all of it’s races, so Van Paris is settling into 
her new life in Texas and on the job hunt. 
In the meantime, she has signed up for her 
first triathlon, earning her personal trainer’s 
license and preparing for the World Champi-
onships. 

“Right before I left, my focus this year in-
stead of being so competitive I wanted to 
focus on introducing people to the sport of 
obstacle course racing,” she says. “It meant 
more to me to introduce people to some-
thing that made such a difference in my life.” 

The world championships are held at 
the Blue Mountain Ski Resort. Van Paris will 
compete in the full distance course, 15k 
and 52 obstacles. Results will be available at 
ocrworldchampionships.com.

“I’m really excited about it,” she says. 
“Mom and dad will be there, watching me 
freeze again. That’s a big thing I’m thinking 
about is how many layers I’ll need because 
I’m not going through hypothermia again.”

Breaking new barriers
Center Grove grad Brooke Van Paris to represent the  

U.S. at Obstacle Course Racing World Championships

FEATURE

Johnson County delegation to meet 
 Japanese company executives

DEVELOPMENT – Five Johnson County rep-
resentatives will travel to Japan Sept. 24-30 
on an economic development mission. Co-
ordinated by the Johnson County Devel-
opment Corporation, the group will call on 
Japanese companies that have invested and 
expanded in the county.
“Relationships are a critical part of doing 
business with the Japanese,” said Cheryl 
Morphew, President and CEO of the Johnson 
County Development Corporation. “We have 
worked over the years to build and maintain 
relationships with our local Japanese com-
panies and their corporate offices in Japan.”
Johnson County has 14 Japanese companies 
that employ nearly 1,900 people. The trip 
will focus on discussions with representa-
tives from some of the county’s largest  em-
ployers, including: KYB, Mitsubishi Heavy In-

dustries, Mitsubishi Turbo Engine America, 
Nacho and NSK. The county representatives 
also will meet with officials from Takenaka - 
one of Japan’s largest construction compa-
nies that has been involved in the expansion 
of some of local Japanese companies - and 
Toyota Tsusho - one of the largest holding 
companies. Besides Morphew, the delega-
tion includes: Mark Myers, Mayor of Green-
wood; Julia Saltsgaver, Executive D i -
rector of Quality Connection; Pat Sherman, 
Partner of Sherman and Armbruster and 
Johnson County Development Corporation 
chairman; and Chris King, Executive Vice 
President of Runnebohm Construction and 
Johnson County Development Corporation 
board member.

SCHOOLS – Dr. Jack Parker will be named 
Assistant Superintendent of Teaching & 
Learning for Center Grove Schools, effective 
Oct. 1. The appointment was approved by 
the Center Grove Board of School Trustees 
at its August 18, 2016 meeting. Dr. Parker 
earned a Master’s degree in Education Ad-
ministration from Butler University and a 
PhD in Education Administration from In-
diana State University. In his 28 years as an 
educator, he has served as a band director, 
assistant principal and principal all at Center 
Grove Middle School Central (CGMSC). He 
also served as Associate Director of the In-
diana Principal Leadership Academy at the 
Indiana Department of Education (IDOE). 
During his tenure as principal, CGMSC was 
nominated by the IDOE for a National Blue 
Ribbon Award. Dr. Parker was also named 
Middle School Principal of the Year in 2009 

and 2013 by the 
Indiana Association 
of School Princi-
pals. Dr. Parker’s ap-
pointment follows 
the retirement of 
Assistant Super-
intendent Sally 
Hacker. Dr. Parker 
will take on many 
of the duties not 
related to Human 
Resources that are 
currently handled by Mrs. Hacker. He will 
continue to direct the Department of Teach-
ing and Learning. 

Mrs. Hacker’s current HR duties will be 
shifted to a new position, Executive Director 
of Human Resources. Center Grove is in the 
process of hiring this new person.

Dr. Jack Parker Named Assistant 
Superintendent of Teaching & Learning

Dr. Jack Parker
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HERE’S TO A GREAT REST OF THE SEASON
WE’RE WITH YOU ALL THE WAY, CENTER GROVE!

Go Trojans!!CENTER GROVE

Indy Honda Supports Center Grove Athletics!
8455 US 31 South

Indianapolis, Indiana 46227
(855) 902-6415

www.indyhonda.com

We support Center Grove 
sports, built on a solid 

foundation. Best wishes 
for a great season!

Gettum Associates, Inc
4984 W Smith Valley Road
Greenwood Indiana 46142
(317) 888-5681
remodel@gettum.com

www.Gettum.com

Now Serving Beer & Wine
Dine In • Delivery • Carry Out • Catering

Open 11am-10pm Sun-Thurs 
11am-11pm Fri & Sat

Proud Supporter of

CG Football

2550 S. State Road 135, Suite 101
Greenwood, IN 46143
(Next to Pools of Fun)

Lunch Buffet
Mon-Fri 11am-2pm

Features 3 Thin & 3 Deep Dish Pizzas
Salad Bar, Drink and on:

Monday ......... Italian Beef
Tuesday ......... Italian Sausage
Wednesday .... Meatballs
Thursday ....... Pasta
Friday ............ Pasta $1050

$2OFF Lunch Buffet
Expires 10/31/16 

Limit 1 discount per coupon Braden Willman, DDS, FAGD
General Dentist

1090 S. State Road 135|Greenwood, IN 46143

www.GreenwoodFamilyDental.com

Call Today!  317-882-8899

GOOD LUCK TROJANS!

AD
V1
89
16

PHOTOS BY
RONNIE WILSON

Way to go teams!
Congrats Center Grove

on Your Accomplishments!

Larry Harkleroad
 Owner/Operator

 Office: (317) 536-1868
 Cell: (317) 410-7916
 Fax: (317) 786-8110

lharkleroad@fivestarpainting.com
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HERE’S TO A GREAT REST OF THE SEASON
WE’RE WITH YOU ALL THE WAY, CENTER GROVE!

Go Trojans!! CENTER GROVE

Indy Honda Supports Center Grove Athletics!
8455 US 31 South

Indianapolis, Indiana 46227
(855) 902-6415

www.indyhonda.com

HIGH-ENERGY FITNESS 

FOR EVERY BODY TYPE!

a30 MIN FULL-BODY WORKOUT

aFIRST WORKOUT FREE

aNO CLASS TIMES

aTRAINER ALWAYS INCLUDED

(317) 300-1830
  *Call to schedule first workout today

Family-Owned
for over 

30 Years!

HAMPTON’S MARKET
4800 W. Smith Valley Rd.

Greenwood, IN 46142
Contact: (317) 881-1067

hamptonsmarket@gmail.com
“The little store that has it all!”

Hot Deli • Fresh 
Produce

Specializing in Hand-
Cut Meats

Good Luck, 
Trojans!

100 Bluffdale Dr.
Greenwood, IN 46142

(317) 885-1985 “The quality landscape products you 
expect, and the service you deserve!”landscapemulch.com

We are proud of your  
hard work and achievement. 

Good Luck Center Grove!

Way to go teams!
Congrats Center Grove

on Your Accomplishments!

Larry Harkleroad
 Owner/Operator

 Office: (317) 536-1868
 Cell: (317) 410-7916
 Fax: (317) 786-8110

lharkleroad@fivestarpainting.com
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Rick Myers is co-owner of Times-Leader 
Publications, LLC.,  publisher of Center Grove 
ICON, Southside Business Leader and The 
Southside Times. Write him at  
rick@icontimes.com. “Kindness is a 

language which the 
deaf can hear  

and the blind can 
see.” 

~ Mark Twain

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, non-
sensical laws on the books. Each issue, 
we’ll share one with you… In Nebraska, it is 
Illegal to go whale fishing.

 SOURCE: dumblaws.com

VIEWS

OUR VIEW

FROM THE 
PUBLISHER

When Center 
Grove Fine Arts 
Academy began 

nearly two and a half years ago, Fine Arts Di-
rector Mark Landis expressed his happiness 
at the 30 youth which signed up for the first 
production, Godspell, in a three week time 
period. 

The academy began to be able to offer 
arts to the Southside community, at a rea-
sonable cost for its youth participants and 
for audiences.

“The kids really grew, not only in their 
faith, but through relationships with one 
another,” said Mark Landis in the first article 
the Center Grove Icon did on the academy 
in August 2014. “It was really neat to see the 
younger kids get taken under the wings of 
the older kids and mentored. They become 
very close friends.”

That part may not have changed - but 
little did they know that since June of 2014, 
interest in the program would continue to 
grow by leaps and bounds.

In the academy’s eighth and ninth pro-
duction coming before the end of this year, 
approximately 150 to 200 students will 
be involved. To accommodate the grow-
ing amount of participants, more shows 
are being added, with many parts being 
double cast so each person has a chance 
to perform. Auditions for Elf the Musical Jr. 
are Sept. 18, with signups already available. 
Road Dahl’s Willy Wonka will take place Oct. 
21 - 23 and Oct. 28 - 30. More information 
can be found at centergrovechurch.org/
fall-2016.

The energy and excitement that we’ve 
seen from not only the kids that participate, 
but the families who come to watch the 
productions, has been incredible to watch 
through the past couple of years. We’d like 
to applaud the efforts of the leadership be-
hind getting this started, and the volunteers 
who have kept it going. With a program this 
strong, we can’t see what they come out 
with next!

Adding arts
to Center Grove

BELIEVE IT!

QUOTE

By Gus Pearcy
Recently, I had 

an epiphany. I tell 
dad jokes. Typically, a “Dad Joke” is a failed 
attempt at humor, and usually uttered by a 
father figure who enjoys them immensely. 
Children learn eye rolling from dad jokes. 
Wives learn their elbows can be weapons 
because of dad jokes.

But how did dad jokes evolve? Previous-
ly, family planning was a bit of a joke itself, 
and the number of offspring commonly 
reached double-digits. Farm families found 
it prudent to not only grow corn, but to rear 
a bevy of children that eventually became 
super cheap labor. There were so many kids 
that fathers had trouble getting close to any 
of the children.

Then, the Great Depression came and 
no one had children. No sense in bringing 
in extra mouths to feed when you couldn’t 
feed your own.

After WWII, returning troops felt the need 
to have children again, but in lower quanti-
ties. Oh sure, the Baby Boomer Generation 
is the largest of its kind, because everyone 
was producing a kid or two. More people 
having fewer babies still resulted in a larger 
generation in the late 1940s.

Inside the family, the average child count 
was dropping to the standard 2.5 kids. Kids 
became more precious as individuals. If a 
child died post WWII, it seemed to leave a 
bigger hole. Of course it’s unthinkable but 
these are statistics you can’t ignore.

Thus is born the age of the helicopter 

parent who gets too involved in every as-
pect of a kid’s life. These precious children 
spent more quality time with family mem-
bers.

More time with dad.
This confluence of events set up the in-

creasingly awkward relationship of dads 
and kids. It’s a new world where fathers 
weren’t gone for days at a time to hunt food 
for the winter. Dads and kids were forced to 
be together. In many ways this was a boon 
to civilization. Dads helped raise their chil-
dren with macho values.

But out of the awkwardness, dads were 
forced to say stuff. While they may have 
spent the last 20 years with foul-mouthed 
peers, they now were talking and cooing 
with babies.

Suddenly, dads were stuck in the spot-
light, unable to use their dirty jokes and 
double-entendres to entertain the kids. 
When that happens, you suddenly rely on 
puns and clean jokes that never make any-
one laugh. Dads, when they laugh, aren’t 
laughing at how clever they are but how 
they were able to come up with “clean” ma-
terial. 

You won’t find this history online. It’s an 
exclusive and totally the truth, so help me, 
Dad.

Anatomy and origins  
of the Dad Joke

Gus Pearcy is a contributing columnist to the 
Center Grove ICON. He may be reached at 
(317) 403-6485 or pearcy.gus@sbcglobal.net. 
Gus blogs frequently at guspearcy 
communications.wordpress.com.

HUMOR

We’re a little over a month into the new 
school year and I hope that students, teach-
ers and school administrators are having a 
good time of it. What I mean by that is that 
students are learning, teachers are enjoying 
teaching and administrators have the time 
they need to create the best schools possible. 

There’s nothing more important than the 
education of our children. I know that’s a 
cliché, but it’s so very true. While we have 
many excellent teachers in our local public 
school systems it is not their sole responsibil-
ity to ensure the education of their students. 
Yes, I know – they are professionals and 
they get paid to do a job, but hear me out. 
Education starts in the home and it is also 
supplemented by the many wonderful youth 
development programs that are offered in 
the community. Be it Boy Scouts, 4-H, music 
and sports, you name it – there are many 
activities that a child can partake in this day 
and age and they are all valuable educational 
tools. Those students best positioned to suc-
ceed are those who come from a home that 
values education.

We have a state legislature that is fixated 
on the public school system.

Our political friends - and they are, I be-
lieve, well-meaning - will tell you they are so 
fixated because a huge amount of the state’s 
budget goes to public schools. That’s why 
they continue to look at ways, in my opinion, 
to simply throw money at an issue where 
money is not going to be the cure. You can 
bet that early childhood education will be 
the subject of debate in the next legislative 
session – isn’t it always? 

There may be great merits to early child-
hood education, but again, the fact of the 
matter is until parents get involved in the 
education of their child, then and only then 
will they see their child’s aptitude rise.

 Here’s to a great school year!

Education begins
at home
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Margarita on Rocks 
w/ Salt
Bartender: Ashley Vice
Location: Arni’s, 1691 W. Curry 
Rd., Greenwood, IN 46143
Ingredients and directions: 
Salt the rim of a glass. In a shaker combine Triple 
Sec liqueur, well tequila, and a splash of orange 
juice. Pour over ice in the glass. Garnish with a 
lime slice.

Behind Bars:

  

Cindy Hiland, co-owner of ServPro, a Southside fire and water cleanup 
and restoration company 

Where do you like to dine? I eat a lot at Vino Villa

What do you like to eat there? I love their appetizer, a puff pastry that 
has asparagus, ham and cheese in it. I don’t know the name of it. It is so good. It isn’t good 
for you but it is so good.

What do you like about this place? It is a beautiful old house. I like that you can sit at a 
formal table, or you can sit in a couch by a window and relax. Or you can go outside on a nice 
evening when it isn’t 100 degrees. They have nice lighting outside.

Vino Villa is located at 200 N. Madison Ave., Greenwood, IN 46142. The phone number is 
 (317) 882-9463

Where We Dine:

  

Culinaria
An Option: Fly-In for Diabetes • The Indianapolis South Radio-

Control club will host its 31st annual benefit air show 
"Fly-In for Diabetes.” The public is invited to visit Rike 
field to see a Radio-Control model air show and help 
raise money that will go to the American Diabetes 
Association. On display and in the air throughout 
the day will be a variety of high-performance and 
scale radio controlled models. Admission is free.| 
When: Sept. 17, 12 a.m. – 5 p.m.| Where: Enter 3200 
E. Worthsville Rd. in a GPS, or take I 65 to exit 97 
(Worthsville road) and travel east approx. one mile 
on Worthsville/750N. | Info: Visit indyrcsouth.org.

Children’s Concert • Audience members can 
actually play a variety of musical instruments such 
as trumpets, saxophones, French horns, trombones, 
percussion, etc. starting at 6:15 p.m. The concert 
will begin at 7 p.m. with the Greater Greenwood 
Community Band performing numbers familiar to 
and enjoyed by children as well as adults. | When: 
Sept. 18. | Where: Surina Park Amphitheater, behind 
the fire station on Main Street in Greenwood. | Info: 
Visit greenwoodband.com.

A Most Peculiar Event • Discuss the book “Miss 
Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children,” create 
own monsters and celebrate the upcoming movie 
release. For grades 6 to 12. | When: Sept. 21, 6:30 - 
7:30 p.m. | Where: White River Branch library, 1664 
Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit pageafterpage.
org.

10th Annual Fall Festival • Saints Francis & Clare 
Catholic Church will host this festival with carnival 
rides, hot grilled foods, beer garden, Monte Carlo, 
silent auctions, live music and a $15,000 mega 
raffle. | When: Sept. 23, 5 p.m. – 11 p.m. and Sept. 
24, noon to 11 p.m. | Where: 5901 Olive Branch Rd., 
Greenwood | Info: Viist ss-fc.org./page.cfm?p=586.

Volunteer Opportunity Fair • Adults/Teens can 
drop by and learn about the organizations helping 
the Johnson County community.  | When: Sept. 
24, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. | Where: White River Branch 
library, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org.

St. Francis Family Day • Simon Kidgits Club and 
Franciscan St. Francis Hospital host St. Francis 
Family Day. Silly Safaris will offer an interactive show 
featuring reptiles, mammals, birds and bugs. Kids 
can enjoy face painting, and receive a free balloon 
creation. Simon Kidgits Club members will receive 
a free prize and an animal bag.| When: Sept. 24, 1 
to 3 p.m. | Where: Greenwood Park Mall. | Info: Visit 
simon.com/kidgits or shopgreenwoodparkmall.
com.

Rock the Clock • This new event showcases 
Downtown Greenwood, with adult entertainment 
featuring The Doo Band, Not Your Average Boy 
Band and POParazzi. Activities include Rocks 
Paper Scissor Tourney, corn hole, giant Jenga, 
Kerplunk and Connect Four. | When: Sept. 24, 1 - 8 
p.m.| Where: Downtown Greenwood. | Info: Email 
events@greenwood.in.gov or visit greenwood.
in.gov/department/division.php?structureid=537.

Labapalooza • Celebrate labs and rescue with 
live music and wine.| When: Sept. 25, 12 – 6 p.m. | 
Where: Mallow Run Winery, 6964 W. Whiteland Rd., 
Bargersville. | Info: Visit mallowrun.com or lolin.org/
labapalooza.shtml.

Greater Greenwood Lions Club Meeting • Join the 
monthly meeting.| When: Sept. 27, 7 p.m. | Where: 
Golden Coral 160 S. Marlin Dr., Greenwood. | Info: 
Call Vicki Gilmore, (812) 603-4440. 

Crafty Crafters •  Explore creativity through craft 
projects, for ages one month to 21 years old. | When: 
Sept. 28, 4 - 5 p.m. | Where: White River Branch 
library, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org.

Don’t Wait for a Crisis: The Importance of Pre-
Planning • Adults can have peace of mind handling 
challenging decisions regarding personal and 
financial health as well as end of life care. Carol 
Applegate, an experienced elder law attorney, will 
guide through the major factors that impact elder 
life care. | When: Oct. 5, 3 - 4:30 p.m. | Where: White 
River Branch library, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. 
| Info: Visit pageafterpage.org.

Journey to Africa • Indulge in delectable desserts, 
catch up with friends, get a little crafty, and shop an 
enticing silent auction...all while helping orphans! 
This event benefits The Boaz Project, a Greenwood-
based organization that inspires and equips leaders 
around the globe to care for orphans in their own 
communities. | When: Oct. 7, 7 - 9:30 p.m. | Where: 
The Columns, 230 W. Main St., Greenwood. | Info: 
Visit boazproject.org/ladiesnight/.

Booktoberfest: Paint a Pint • An artist from 
Craft+Cork will demonstrate how to paint a themed 
design on a pint glass, complete with a chalkboard 
area. All supplies will be provided, for adults - teens.  
| When: Oct. 8, 2 - 4 p.m. | Where: White River Branch 
library, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org.

The Amazing Reading Race • Teens grades 5 - 
12 can sign up for the Amazing Reading Race to 
challenge themselves and others.| When: Oct. 
13, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. | Where: White River Branch 
library, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org. 

One-Artist-Show: Diane Burrell • Burrell will 
exhibit her paintings and assorted enamel works. 
A retired teacher, she teaches painting at the 
Anderson Center for the Arts, the Pendleton Art 
Society Gallery 119 and the Newman Art Center. 
| When: Paintings hand Oct. 5 to 29, Wednesdays - 
Saturdays 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. Open house Oct. 14, 6 - 8 
p.m. | Where: Southside Art League, 299 E. Broadway 
St., Greenwood. | Info: Call SALI, (317) 882-5562.

Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka • Center Grove Fine Arts 
Academy will perform this show created for younger 
audiences. | When: Oct. 21, 7:30 p.m.; Oct. 22, 3 and 
7:30 p.m.; Oct. 23, 3 p.m.; Oct. 28, 7:30 p.m.; Oct. 29, 3 
and 7:30 p.m.; Oct. 30, 3 p.m. | Where: Center Grove 
Church, 2340 S. State Rd. 135, Greenwood. | Info: 
Visit centergrovechurch.org.

Hops and Fire Craft Tap House 
The scoop: Hops and Fire Craft Tap House 
opened in December of last year and has 
become a favorite meeting place for families, 
groups of friends, and community groups 
who network over drinks and appetizers. 
Hops and Fire offers a comfortable, relaxed 
setting for connecting and conversation. On 
tap are over 40 craft beers on tap and also 
available are fine wines and spirits.  Steak 
options include a filet mignon, a 10 oz. New 
York Strip Steak, and a 6 oz. marinated house 
flat iron steak. Other protein options include 
marinated grilled chicken breast, Hops & 
Fire Chicken, Shagbark Hickory Maple Bacon 
Pork Chops, Gorgonzola & Wild Mushroom 
pork chops, pistachio-encrusted walleye, 
garlic and parmesan-crumb crusted salmon. 
There are also many options for vegetarians, 
vegans and those with gluten free diets. 
Pastas, burgers, wraps, stone baked flat 
bread pizzas, soups and salads are also 
on the menu. Check out their website or 
Facebook page for upcoming live music 
events. 

Type of food: Artisan Fresh Food

Recommendation: Garlic & Parmesan Crumb 
Crusted Salmon 

Hours: Mon. to Thurs. 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Fri. 
to Sat. 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Sun. 11 a.m. to 9 
p.m.

Location: 1259 N. State Rd. 135,  
Greenwood

Phone:  (317) 300 - 7837.
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Powerful  
solutions  
for powerful 
businesses.

Businesses depend 
on Duke Energy for 
our reliable service, 
competitive rates, and 
technical support to help 
manage their energy use. 

Our award-winning site 
selection services are 
also available to help our 
business customers gain 
a competitive edge – and 
have a positive impact on 
our communities.

By Mike Heffner
When you read this, the Olympics will be 

over and you are probably missing all the 
competitions every evening. I loved seeing 
the top athletes in the world come together. 
There are also many lessons to be learned 
that I felt were applicable to competing in 
business these days.

Never quit: An age-old saying “quitters 
never prosper” applies to any successful ath-
lete or business. It takes grit to compete at a 
high level and be one of the top athletes in 
the world. Business is the same way. If you 
believe in what you started – you must finish.

Navigate the roadblocks: Another long 
time saying is “nothing worth doing comes 
easy.” Winners know that they will see set-
backs and look for ways to avoid them. The 
winners overcome the odds and keep their 
mind set on the goal.  

Listen to your coach: Top level perform-
ers know they need a coach or mentor to 
reach pinnacle levels. Someone to help hold 
you accountable and push you beyond what 
you thought was capable. Great leaders and 
athletes allow a coach to help them. The ath-
letes who are coachable are the ones that go 
beyond what would seem possible.

Take risks: As one of the most beloved 
Olympians of our time, Muhammad Ali, once 
said, “He who is not courageous enough to 
take risks will accomplish nothing in life.”  
Winners know how to balance when to put it 
all on the line or play it safe.

Do what others are not willing to do: To 
be at the top levels, the secret to success is 
to be willing to do the things that others are 
not. To be good at anything at a high level 
you must be willing to work harder and sac-
rifice more. The road to winning at anything 
isn’t usually an easy, traveled road.

Business is a competition just like the 
Olympics. Both take courage, passion and 
perseverance. They are both filled with hard 
work and the risk can be very rewarding. The 
biggest difference is in business, you com-
pete every day. 

Lessons from 
the Olympics

Mike Heffner is the owner of the Greenwood 
Express Employment Professionals franchise. 
Contact Mike at mike.heffner@expresspros.
com or visit www.expressindysouth.com.

PERSONNEL MATTERS

Andrew Angle. of Greenwood, is the owner of 
NetGain Associates, Inc. He can be reached at 
(317)534-2382.

By Andrew Angle
The other day I turned on the TV and 

watched a 1950s rerun with George Burns 
and Gracie. The 50’s were an amazing time 
when the older generation of audiences was 
still somewhat amazed by the concept that 
pictures could actually move. Everyone was 
fascinated by having a radio contraption that 
included moving pictures.

On screen advertising was so primitive. 
Network television had the main program’s 
actors on stage-shifting housewife mode 
to deliver QVC infomercial style pitches for 
refrigerators, soap, and snake oil elixirs. It 
cheapened the program and weakened the 
believability of the pitch.

The advent of online video brought about 
a similar phenomenon adapted to modern 
day attention spans. 

These days I’m working on video. I upgrad-
ed my computer a couple weeks ago with 
the intent of putting my digital marketing ef-
forts into techniques that make the greatest 
impact. You know those really short videos 
clips that are so common on social media, 
with catchy images and meme-style text 
overlaid so you don’t need to have the vol-
ume turned up? Well, that’s what I’m getting 

into. It’s the quickest way to show the value 
of your offer before the impatient reader 
scrolls down to the next post in the feed.

Producing video is much more compli-
cated and costly than writing text. That 
means it needs a higher investment from the 
advertiser, but the return on the investment 
is what matter. Right now, video is where 
it’s at, and here’s how the investment yields 
compound returns: Increases visitor’s time 
on page; Gives something to click on so they 
don’t “bounce” out; Increases conversions 
and Google rankings.

Everybody wants the visible spots in the 
results. Google tends to rank search results 
based upon user engagement. I have ob-
served that the search results sometimes get 
shuffled. That tests visitor engagement. To be 
prepared for that “first impression” I’m mak-
ing sure my sites deliver video to cast that 
impression.

Google watches viewers
BIZ WEB

Kirtley, Taylor, Sims, Chadd  
& Minnette, P.C.,  changes name

The law firm of Kirtley, Taylor, Sims, Chadd & Minnette, P.C., announced the change of 
its firm name to Taylor, Chadd, Minette, Schneider & Clutter, P.C., effective Sept. 1. Taylor, 
Chadd, Minette, Schneider & Clutter, P.C., has 10 lawyers and offices in Crawfordsville, 
Lebanon and Indianapolis. Ann M. Schneider and Mitchell A. Ray serve clients in the In-
dianapolis office. Clients may call them at (317) 550-4333.

Central and Southern Indiana Goodwills merge
Indianapolis-based Goodwill Industries of Central Indiana and Clarksville-based 

Goodwill of Southern Indiana will merge to form Goodwill of Central & Southern Indi-
ana, the organizations jointly announced. The new Goodwill will serve 39 counties and 
tens of thousands of Hoosiers through direct employment and job-seeker services, early 
childhood learning and other education programs, and health services. Kent Kramer, 
who holds a bachelor’s degree from the Scott College of Business at Indiana State Uni-
versity and an MBA from the Falls School of Business at Anderson University, will serve 
as Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana’s president and CEO. He joined the central 
Indiana Goodwill in 2002 as vice president of retail operations and later served as chief 
operating officer before being named CEO in 2015.  The new organization’s official first 
day is Jan. 1, 2017.

BIZ BRIEFS
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Teal Canary®
199 N. Madison Ave.

Greenwood, IN 46142
(317) 414-2066
tealcanary.com

Best advice: Some of the best advice I was 
given in the beginning was to reinvest, not 
only time but income-wise back into the 
business.

Worst advice: People say I should get 
someplace new, bigger, grow and expand. 
I think there’s something to be said about 
being successful where you are. There’s 
something to say about consistency.

Best business decision: Adding other 
artists to collaborate and paint here and 
empowering other artists to own their own 
class and teach them how to teach their craft. 

In 5 years… I see myself moving towards 
bigger clients, groupings and being 
impactful. I want to continue to do classes 
here but in five years I want to be more of an 
established artist. I want to challenge myself 
and push myself further in my personal art, 
too, so I can teach others better. It’s all about 
giving back. 

Secret to success: I want to create an 
environment for people to feel good about 
themselves. I want them to have an enjoyable 
experience, but at the end of the day, the 
bottom line is to make someone feel a little bit 
better and inspire people and do something 
on their own, too. 

How did Amy do it?

By Nicole Davis
So often in modern society, people get 

to be in such a hurry. By taking the time to 
ensure Teal Canary is clean, organized and 
dedicated to its customers, owner Amy 
Hommell said she hopes everyone who 
walks into the art studio has a positive ex-
perience.

“Teal Canary is a representation of pur-
poseful time,” she said. “Paint your life. Be 
purposeful and intentional with what you’re 
doing.”

Teal Canary opened in Greenwood on 
Nov. 3, 2013, offering private and group les-
sons in a variety of art mediums.

“It was busy the minute I opened the 
door,” Homely said. “It has always been con-
sistently busy so now I am adding visiting 
artists to classes I can’t be at. There’s such a 
demand. We’re still doing the same things, 
just more of it. The classes are the same, just 
more of them. If you have someone in your 
life that is struggling and needs a creative 
outlet, we are your resource.”

Hommell was born in Illinois, moving to 
Plainfield, Ind., in the 80s. She graduated 
from Plainfield High School, then Indiana 
State University in 1997. She married to her 
husband, Phil in 2000. The couple has three 
children, Luke, Lily and Benjamin. 

Having painted since she was 6 years old, 
Hommell said she wants her shop to repre-

sent her as an artist. Teal Canary is her art 
studio, as well as the location for art classes. 

“Some of the best advice I can give is to 
be you,” she said. “Don’t do what other peo-
ple are doing. Keep your specific look and 
feel. I’m a type A personality. It’s really im-
portant to me that all my materials are clean 
and things like that because we’re looking 
at consumers that aren’t artists every day. It 
will hopefully help me in the long run. We’re 
targeting a market of people that need to 
feel comfortable. If someone is struggling, I 
want that person to know that I’m not going 
to pack up and leave. I’m not leaving until 
you feel good. That’s huge for customer 
service.” 

Hommell said owning Teal Canary is not 
about making money or beating the com-
petition. 

“The main reason I have this place is to 
have a home as an artist,” she said. “The in-
come I receive from these classes, I get to 
choose to pour into my community. I do 
work with CYO (Catholic Youth Organiza-
tion), Damar and an Explorer’s Program at 
Northeast Elementary. I get to be a little 
profitable, but I also get to give.”

As an artist, Hommell was recently cho-
sen as the winner of the Johnson County 
Community Foundation’s Color the County 
mural program. She designed and painted 
the mural at 189 W. Main St., Greenwood. 
The theme of the mural was supposed to 
reflect “connecting communities to causes 

that matter.” Hommell’s design depicts a a 
tree and beside it, six circles with images 
which represent the fields of interest of 
JCCF.

“The visuals became what we give our 
money to,” Hommell said. “We’re giving it to 
kids to go to college, educators, education 
foundations, free concerts and things. We’re 
bringing color downtown. Each color has a 
specific reason I chose it, a representation of 
what brings me joy and what I think brings 
other people joy.The black and white check-
ers is what brings it all together. The last ele-
ment was the finish line.”

The mural was painted in August. Hom-
mell put the $1,000 prize money to philan-
thropic use. She had previously traveled to 
Nicaragua to teach art with children, many 
who had never held a paint brush. She used 
her prize money toward a second trip to Ni-
caragua in late August, volunteering with a 
women’s conference and teaching art to the 
pastors’ wives there.

Teal Canary, a member of the Greater 
Greenwood Chamber of Commerce, will 
celebrate its third anniversary in November. 
While the business has grown, Hommell 
said she doesn’t want it to grow too fast. 

“I want to balance family and work,” she 
said. “I’m by appointment only. This gives 
me flexibility to be a mom, a wife and have 
a family but fulfill a dream. This is a dream 
come true for me.”

• My husband and I share a love of live 
music in all genres. We love taking our 
kids to concerts in the parks. 

• I volunteer in after school programs and 
with kids that have struggles who I can 
do art expression with. My husband is 
a volunteer coach. He runs Greenwood 
Bantam Football League and is 7th grade 
assistant football coach. So we’re really 
involved in volunteering with kids.

Getting to know Amy… It's the 'Teal' thing Amy Hommell offers a creative outlet at  
Teal Canary® in Greenwood, using the business  

to give back to the community

September 2016 | Issue 0121 
www.businessleader.bz

Amy Hommell after putting the  finishing touches on the mural at 189 W. Main St., Greenwood, on Aug. 24.
 Photo by Nicole Davis

A portion of the Greenwood mural.
Photo by Nicole Davis
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JOIN US FOR OUR 
FALL SALE

HOURS: M-F, 10-8 
Saturday, 10-6 

Sunday, Noon-5

5420 US 31 South • Indianapolis
(317) 787-8659

John & Suzanne
Fourth Generation

www.MartinFineFurnitureOnline.com

DON’T 
MISS 
THIS 
SALE! 

Sofas
Starting  

at 
 $399

5 Pc Bedroom Sets
Starting  

at
 $1,499

Table w/4 Chairs
 $999

DOUGHSouthside Business Leader Extra

PEER TO PEER

Howard Hubler can be reached at howard@
hubler.com.

By Howard Hubler
My opinion about Donald Trump is not 

unlike that of many business people. As 
the carpenter would say, I think he might 
be one bubble off plumb; however, I will 
probably end up voting for him. It is a study 
in alternatives. Many times in the media, 
people want life both ways. They talk about 
not wanting "corporate welfare" and a busi-
ness’s need for high regulation or they're 
going to rip consumers off and work em-
ployees to death. As far as regulations, we're 
not talking about the late 1800s and merry 
old England. We don't have sweatshops, and 
we are not ripping people off. We are in a 
capitalistic society where there are at least 
a dozen goods and services of every type 
on the shelf with which to choose. If your 
company does not treat the product or the 
people properly, the public will go else-
where before you can say "rip off."

Trump’s tax proposal is very simple. 
Trump says he is going to lower the tax rate 
on everybody, including businesses, and he 
says is going to lower the amount of regula-
tions that businesses are forced to deal with. 
In my 30+ years in business, the handful of 
times that I've had somebody visit me from 

OSHA, I can say that 100 percent of the time 
it has been for an onerous and ridiculous 
safety demand that he wants to place on 
our business and the corresponding fine 
is almost an insult to your intelligence and 
your personal integrity.

In the last eight years under Obama's reg-
ulations and taxation, we have had an aver-
age of less than two percent growth. Hillary 
promises that if we vote for her, we will have 
more of the same plus a tax increase. In the 
meantime, big companies that are able to 
harvest cash are just harvesting that cash 
waiting for a day to reinvest in America. 
Recall that in the dynamic rule of taxation, 
when the tax rate falls, people keep more of 
their pay check and the GDP grows yielding 
more tax receipts. We have a lot to ponder 
in the few months ahead.     

Trumped by taxes

LOOKING FOR A BETTER JOB?
Express can help you get hired today!
Express is the connection to over 350 top companies offering:

 • Career Advancement 
 • Better Hours or Increased Pay 
 • Enhanced Benefits for Your Family

We have jobs and career opportunities in the following areas:

 • Engineering & Logistics 
 • Accounting & Finance 
 • Industrial & Warehouse 
 • Administrative & Clerical 
 • Skilled Manufacturing & Technical

(317) 888-5700 
707 S. Madison Ave. 
Greenwood, IN 46143

ExpressIndySouth.com
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Charles R. Thomas, M.D. owns Chateau 
Thomas Winery with locations in Plainfield, 
Fishers, Bloomington and Nashville. Contact 
him at charlest@chateauthomas.com.

Regina Miller owns Geek in Pink.  
Contact her with tech questions at  
regina@geekinpink.com or (317) 882-1606.

By Regina Miller
I am concerned 
about the safety 

of my children both online and on their 
phones. Do you have any tips to help? 

This is a big topic to get into in a short 
amount of space, but being the mother 
of five daughters, I can give you one tip I 
highly recommend.  Require your children 
to make you aware of any accounts they 
create and give you the passwords – and 
require the children to notify you whenever 
they change their password. Then comes the 
hard part: Actually audit the accounts and 
the passwords.  They are minors and likely 
on your cell phone and Internet accounts; 
you not only have the right to this informa-
tion, but you also have the responsibility to 

check the information. We are upfront with 
our children about what expectations are 
and we do commandeer their phones and 
review correspondence on occasion. In fact, 
one of our daughters just had her phone 
taken away and the number cancelled be-
cause she violated the rules of the house.  It’s 
not a popular position to take, but children 
don’t have the emotional maturity to wield 
something with as much power as today’s 
technology without supervision. 

Child safety and 
internet devices

By Charles R. 
Thomas, M.D.

Rkatsiteli
Cinsault, pronounced, “San’-Soh” cer-

tainly isn’t a household name, but it is and 
has been for sometime, the fourth most 
common grape to be used to make wine in 
France. Like many other grapes, however, 
the wine produced from it is rarely turned 
into wines of a varietal name. Cinsault is 
grown all over the world but achieved fame 
in the south of France. Cinsault has numer-
ous synonyms and names in other languag-
es. 

It is planted in other parts of France in-
cluding Languedoc, Bandol, Gigondas, Tavel, 
and Cotes de Luberon. In Lebanon, Cinsault 
is the primary component of the famous 
Chateau Musar. It also thrives in Italy, Moroc-
co, Australia, Algeria, Tunisia, and in South 
Africa where it has been crossed with Pinot 
Noir to create another favorite, Pinotage. It is 
also grown in the United States where it was 
planted in Lodi, Cal., in 1885. 

The grapes are very dark, almost black, 
with thick skins and generally are a gener-
ous crop. One characteristic is the ability to 
grow in drought situations. It is also fairly 
disease resistant. The grapes ripen early and 
are resistant to winds. The grapes have dark 
juice, low levels of tannins, and low acid-
ity. Cinsault sometimes represents a minor 
portion of the resultant wine, such as in 
Chateauneuf-de-Pape where it only com-
prises 10 – 20 percent of the blend but a ma-

jor part of the color. Cinsault is often used 
to improve the color of a wine made from 
other less-dark grapes. 

The red wine of Cinsault wine has a floral 
nose of strawberry, cranberry, plum, spice, 
pepper, with bouquets of oak and chocolate. 
The wines are generally sturdy, firm, and 
long-living despite their low tannin content. 
Food pairings include all kinds of game such 
as venison, antelope, boar, rabbit; beef, and 
other classic dishes the chef may dream up.

Cinsault is used in the blend to make 
the celebrated rosé wines. These summer 
favorites have aromas of orange blossom, 
pomegranate, strawberry, red currant, 
melon, watermelon, tropical fruit, cinnamon, 
and violets. Serve these refreshing wines 
slightly chilled as a sipping wine, with fresh 
fruits, light cheeses, hors d’oeuvres, escar-
got, stews, bouillabaisse, and other light fare 
such as processed meats.

Rkatsiteli, a versatile wine

LIFESTYLE

WINE & DINE

TECH SAVVY

TsT Home Improvement Services 
Tip of the Month  By Tom S. Truesdale

               

 

TsT Home Improvement Services
Helping people one job at a time...

317-550-8677
GENERAL CONTRACTING

Plainfield, IN • email: thomas_truesdale@yahoo.com
website: tsthomeimprovement.com

Kitchen Renovations
The kitchen is one of the most 
popular rooms in your home. 
Updates to the kitchen can range 
from a simple door hardware 
change or sink replacement 
to a full scale renovation. 
Home appraisal statistics 
confirm that an investment in 
kitchen renovation pays back 
immediately by adding value to 
your home and making homes 
sell faster than home that have 
not been updated.

As mentioned, updates to the 
kitchen range greatly in scope 
and cost. Here are a few examples 
in no particular order:

• Cabinet door  
hardware change

• Sink, faucet or  
disposal update

• Appliance relocations
• Floor surface update
• Upper or lower cabinet 

replacements
• Lighting updates
• Cabinet door upgrade

• Counter top replacement
• Pantry organization

Renovation to the kitchen can 
potentially be an extremely 
complicated room to renovate. 
A good deal of thought and 
planning needs to take place 
before beginning your project. 
TsT
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By Pastor  
Chris Philbeck

In his book ‘The 
Enormous Exception,’ Earl Palmer tells about 
a pre-med undergrad at the University of 
California Berkley who became a Christian 
after a long journey through doubts and 
questions. As a student, he had been hit 
with a bout of the flu that kept him out of 
school for 10 days. 

During that critical absence from his or-
ganic chemistry class, a classmate, who hap-
pened to be a Christian, carefully collected 
all his missed lectures and assignments. 
Then the Christian friend took time from his 
own studies to help his friend catch up to 
the rest of the class. 

Years later, the pre-med student, now 
a committed Christian, told Palmer, “You 
know this just isn’t done, and I probably 
wouldn’t have done it, but he gave that help 
to me without any fanfare or complaints. I 
wanted to know what made this friend of 
mine act the way he did so I found myself 
asking him if I could go to church with him.” 

When I was a young pastor I was taught 
that evangelism, witnessing, sharing your 
faith, whatever term you want to use, was 
done primarily through boldness and per-
severance. Because of that, I can remember 
many nights of knocking on doors, asking 

complete strangers questions designed to 
diagnose their spiritual condition and then 
quickly sharing with them the plan of sal-
vation. There were some successes, but hon-
estly, it’s not something I ever felt comfort-
able doing. 

Over the years, I became convinced that 
showing kindness to people is a much 
more effective than confrontation. And it’s 
a perfect way to build the kind of relation-
ship that leads to deeper conversations. This 
story is a great example of that truth. So let 
me ask you a question. Do you feel the con-
viction to obey the command of the Scrip-
tures to share your faith? Mark 16:15 says, 
“Go into all the world and preach the gospel 
to all creation”. If so, then let kindness be 
your guide. When you notice someone in 
need, go out of your way to model to them 
the love and compassion of Christ. You will 
be much more effective than some kind of 
bold confrontation, and it will open doors 
for all kinds of ministry because that’s the 
power of kindness.

Chris Philbeck is senior pastor of  
Mount Pleasant Christian Church.  
You may email him at  
inquiry@mpccministry.com  
or call (317) 881-6727.

The power of kindness
FAITH

DEVOTIONALNick’s 
Tree 
Service

AVAILABLE SERVICES

• Tree Removal 
• Trimming
• Stump Grinding 
• Finish Grading
•  Bucket Truck 

Work 
• Climbing 
• Lot clearing 

LOCALLY OWNED 
& OPERATED

CALL
TODAY!

(317)
524-9100

WIN FIELD LEVEL 
COLTS TICKETS!

Register today at www.raystrash.com for your chance to be a part 
of the Trash for Cash promotion at an Indianapolis Colts game in  
Lucas Oil Stadium. The lucky winner will receive four field level 
tickets, a Colts Jersey, and a chance to win $1,000 in cash!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO FIND OUT MORE

RAYSTRASH.COM
3 1 7 - 5 3 9 - 2 0 2 4
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Fun focusing on faith
Jake and Annee 

Davis moved through 
different states and 
churches frequently, 
but the birth of their 

daughter Elena brought them to Indiana 
to be closer to their family. They tried many 
different churches before they found their 
perfect fit at New Hope. 

“New Hope was the first church that I re-
ally felt at peace about,” Jake Davis says.

Jake is currently on staff at New Hope. 
“I work closely with the production side 

of things, Jake says. “I do several communi-
cation things as well, and kind of have my 
finger in everything.” 

Annee volunteers with the music and 
worship team at New Hope. 

What is it about your place of worship 
that helps you grow spiritually?

What we appreciate most about Pastor 
Dave and his teaching; he pulls it direct-
ly from the text. He’s not trying to fit the 
scriptures to what he’s preaching. He’s fit-
ting what he’s teaching to the scriptures. 
It creates a very challenging, very truthful, 

but also very encouraging message that 
prompts you to grow.

We, as a congregation, encourage each 
other to keep growing and to keep getting 
better.

Why would you recommend your  
place of worship to someone?

We really like the atmosphere at New 
Hope. There’s nothing overblown about 
it, and nothing over the top. On the other 
hand, there’s also nothing undercut about 
it. It’s just a good welcoming atmosphere. 
The pastors make themselves available to 
you, and you can definitely tell that they 
care for their congregation.

One of the things we like the most about 
New Hope is we don’t take ourselves too 
seriously. We focus on Jesus; we focus on 
growing and becoming better, but we’re 
also able to enjoy the mishaps as they 
sometimes happen. We just don’t take our-
selves too seriously, because we realize it’s 
not really about us.

Compiled by Beth Wade

FAITH

WHERE WE 
WORSHIP

Jake and Annee Davis with daughter  
Elena. Submitted Photo

Source: SMARI, Inc.

Call Today: (317) 300-8782

100%
What is 

Center 
Grove 
ICON’S 
average 

readership?

$1499

Large 1 topping traditional 
crust pizza and an order of 

breadsticks

Like us on Facebook! Exp: 10/14/2016

2 N State  
Rd #135

Bargersville, IN
317.422.8114

www.legacycremationservices.com

1604 W Morris Street • (317) 637-3733
5215 N. Shadeland Avenue • (317) 562-0145

SERVICES  
CREMATION & FUNERAL  

Superior Services For Significantly Less
Basic Funeral with Casket starting at $2,495

Basic Cremation starting at $1,295

Jake and Annee Davis find peace at  
New Hope Church in Greenwood

New Hope Church
5307 W. Fairview Rd.

Greenwood, IN 46142
 317.888.HOPE (4673)

3925 River Crossing Pkwy, Suite 300   |   Indianapolis, IN 46240   |   800.469.7206 / 317.472.2200   |   somersetcpas.com

ACCOUNTING.  ADVISING. 

ART!
We are thrilled to be sponsoring the Somerset CPAs 
and Advisors 50th Annual Penrod Arts Fair  !
Saturday, September 10th   9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
www.penrod.org

®
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Compiled by Nicole Davis

ICON of the Month
Kelli R. Sponsel

Center Grove mom gives back to her community through Mount Pleasant 
ministries and serving on the board of the Brian Freeman Foundation

The Brian Freeman Foundation had a record-breaking year, with $11,000 raised at its July golf 
outing fundraiser. Kelly Sponsel, Brian’s sister, says it’s a blessing to keep her brother’s memory 
alive through serving on this nonprofit board and being able to give money back to her commu-
nity and beyond.

Brian passed away in July 1999 after his car hydroplaned and hit a tree. He was a junior at Cen-
ter Grove. The foundation was established in 2001, raising approximately $8,000 annually. Half of 
the funds are invested and the other half are given locally and abroad.  The board, consisting of 
six members, chooses which causes to contribute. For more information, Kelli can be reached at 
tjandkel@sbcglobal.net.

Kelli is a graduate of Perry Meridian High School and Indiana Sate University. Kelli 
taught for Perry Township Schools for eight years at Winchester Village Elemen-
tary. She and her husband TJ have two daughters, Madelyn and Paige who 
both attend Center Grove Schools. 

The family moved to Center Grove in 2011 and attends Mount Pleas-
ant Christian Church. Kelli leads the Mom to Mom ministry, for moth-
ers with young children. She also directs the children’s Christmas 
program each year.

Here, we learn more about our October Center Grove Icon of 
the Month, Kelli Sponsel.

What do you consider your greatest virtue? I try to be 
a generous person. If I see a need, I want to help if I can. 
Whether it’s something as simple as making dinner for 
someone and taking it to them or a larger need. That has 
been one of the greatest blessings of the foundation we 
established in memory of my brother. With the funds we’ve 
raised over the last 16 years, we have been able to help a 
lot of people, sometimes meeting needs in the amount of 
thousands of dollars. 

What do you most deplore in others? When I see people 
who lack purpose in life, it bugs me. There is so much to 
do out there, people who need our help, opportunities to 
volunteer and serve. Life is short. Make it count.

What do you like most about living in Center Grove? 
I love the sense of community. I love the familiar faces 
everywhere I go—church, my girls’ schools, the grocery store. 
It’s like the song from “Cheers.” Sometimes you want to go 
where everybody knows your name. 

If you had to live anywhere else in the Metro 
Indianapolis area, where would it be? I love the town 
of Zionsville.

If you could begin life over, what would you change? 
I would have chosen a different profession. I taught first and 
second grade for eight years and I enjoyed it very much, but teaching is not 
usually something you can do part time. So when I resigned to stay home with my girls, it was 
pretty much the end of that chapter.   

If money were no issue, how would you spend it? I would give a lot of it away, like a little 
fairy, making wishes come true in the lives of the people I love most. I have a dear friend who’s 
always wanted to go to Ireland—I’d send her. I have another friend who’s a single parent trying to 
support herself and her kids—I’d pay off her house. I’d buy my parents a home here and a home 
somewhere warm and just let them coast through this time in their life without having to worry 
about earning a living. I love to give gifts to the people I love. 

What makes you happiest? Being at home with my husband and kids; many times on a 
weekend night we get pizza or take-out and have “family movie night” on the big TV in the 
basement. I love being with them when we don’t have anywhere to be or any obligations.

What is your favorite vacation spot? Disney World!!! I start singing “It’s a Small World” as soon as 
we see the Orlando telephone poles in the shape of Mickey ears.  

What do you do with idle time? I don’t have a lot of idle time during the day, but at night after 
my girls go to bed, I love to watch a good show on TV and maybe have a scoop of ice cream.

What is it that makes you angry? People who drive under the speed limit or hit the brakes 
going through a green light. If you’re afraid to drive, don’t.

What do you do to escape from reality? Read a great book.  

What or who is the greatest love of your life? My husband. We’ve been married for 16 years 
and I still get butterflies in my stomach when he pulls in the driveway or I get ready to go on a 
date with him. I’m absolutely head over heels for him. 

Which living person in Center Grove do you most admire? My daddy - David Freeman. He is 
truly one of the greatest people on the planet. Salt of the earth. He loves the Lord with all of his 
heart, he’s a model of faithfulness, integrity and steadfastness. You’ll never hear him say a bad 
word about anyone or respond abruptly to anyone.  

What is the quality you like most in a man? Chivalry—TJ still opens doors for me and for the 
girls, gives me his jacket if I’m cold, lifts things that are too heavy for me…not because 

I can’t do it but because he believes that’s the gentlemanly thing to do. I love that 
he’s teaching my girls how a gentleman treats a lady. I want them to have high 

standards when they start dating.

What is the quality you like most in awoman? Self-confidence.

What is your greatest extravagance? Travel. My husband always 
teases me because when we’re on a trip I’m often planning the next 

one. This doesn’t mean I’m not grateful for and enjoying the trip that 
I’m on, I just love to see new places. And then I love to come home. 

Greenwood might not be an amazing travel destination, but it sure 
does make a great home.

What are your fears/phobias? My greatest fear is probably 
losing someone else close to me. I just don’t think my heart and 

soul would survive that again. 

What has been the happiest time of your life? When TJ 
and I were first married: I had just graduated from college 
(literally—graduation and our wedding were three weeks 
apart). I was 21 and he was 23. We had a 900-square foot 
little bungalow with a 1-car detached garage and we were 

just having so much fun being together. We had these 
matching bicycles and we would ride around our little 

neighborhood and we would eat the same three meals all the 
time because I wasn’t a very good cook back then, but we were 

so incredibly happy and care free.   

Which talent would you most like to possess? I wish I could play 
the piano. I’ve played the violin since I was four and I sing also, but I 

would give anything to be able to sit down at a piano and play.  

What do you most value in your friends? Empathy and a listening ear. 

Which historical figure do you most admire? Ronald 
Reagan—one of the greatest presidents of all time. As 
children of the 80s and conservatives, Reagan ranks pretty 
high at our house.  

What is your greatest regret? The day before I lost my brother in a car accident, he and I were 
both at our church to attend a funeral. He had actually been at church camp that week, but the 
kids had come home to attend the funeral of their teenage friend’s mom. I remember seeing 
him from about 15 feet away. I sensed at that moment such an overwhelming feeling come over 
me—such a strong feeling of love for my brother and this “sense” that I needed to walk over and 
hug him. We were 20 and 16 at the time, so we didn’t hug each other a whole lot. I brushed it 
off, but before Brian and all of the kids got back in the van to go back to church camp, it came 
over me again. Because he was only an hour away at church camp, because he was supposed to 
come home the very next day and because I thought my “feeling” to go hug him had come out of 
nowhere and was kind of silly, I didn’t follow my gut. Instead I gave him a goofy smile from across 
the room. I actually remember thinking, “Get a grip, Kelli. He’s not going off to war. You’ll see him 
tomorrow.” I’m sad to say that I did not follow my heart that day. I know now that it was the Holy 
Spirit speaking to me in that moment. It was the last time I ever saw him. 

What tenet do you live by? Jesus Christ—Luke 10:27 says to “love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 
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LANDSCAPING/LAWN SERVICE

LAWN SERVICE
Grant Key’s

F R E E  E S T I M AT E S
(317) 727-7999

email: keylawn@hotmail.com

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL  
HOA’S • CHURCHES

MOWING • LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE • MULCHING 
HEDGE TRIMMING • SNOW REMOVAL • SALTING/DEICING 

Your KEY 
to Quality 

Service
Specializing in…

MOWING 
FROM 
$39

LANDSCAPING/LAWN SERVICE

WRITERS WANTED!

CALL FOR ALL YOUR 
LANDSCAPING NEEDS
•  Tree & Shrub Removal  

and Installation 
•  Concrete Sidewalks, Patios  

& Driveways 
• Top Soil Deliveries,  

Drainage Issues

Office: 889-8423  
or Cell: 319-2617
Family Owned & Operated Since 1950

Kenny Albers Landscaping

Fully Insured • Member of the A-List

HEATING & COOLING HEATING & COOLING HEATING & COOLING

Quiz on Page 5

1. D
2. A
3. A
4. B
5. B

Visit online:
myICON.info

WRITERS WANTED! 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENTS

The Center Grove ICON is seeking correspondents  
to join its editorial team. Must have basic knowledge 

of writing… will work with the right person.  
Must have your own transportation. Times-Leader 

Publications, LLC is an equal opportunity employer. 
Send resume to: ndavis@icontimes.com

AUTO UPHOLSTERY

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!

Advertise in the Service Guide… Call (317) 300-8782 for more information.

“Indy’s Oldest Heating & Cooling Co.”

317-639-1111 callthiele.com

FREE
2nd Opinion

Will be honored upon presentation of
Competitor Invoice at time of service.

Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 9/20/16.

133rd Anniversary Sale

$59.95
Furnace

or Heat Pump
Tune Up

Must present at time of service.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Mon-Fri 8am-4pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 9/20/16.

133rd Anniversary Sale

Must present at time of service.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.

Thiele 639-1111. Expires 9/20/16.

1/2
price

Service call
Must present at time of service.

Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount
W/ paid repair. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 9/20/16. M-F 8-4

133rd Anniversary Sale

No Hassle Financing Available! WAC

Save
$45

133rd Anniversary Sale

FREE
10 Year Warranty
on the purchase of a

90% furnace,
air conditioner or heat pump

Save up to

$480

w/ paid repair. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 10/20/16. M-F 8-4 Thiele 639-1111. Expires 10/20/16. Mon-Fri 8am-5pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 10/20/16. Mon-Fri 8am-5pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 10/20/16.

CENTER GROVE

Advertise in the
Service Guide!

Call (317) 300-8782
for more info



ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS: No other plumber in Indianapolis makes you this bold guarantee...
“Our Plumbers Smell Good and will Show Up On Time or

We’ll Pay YOU!” 

Calls Answered 
24 Hours, 7 Days a Week

Saturday Appointments Available

Call 
Now 859-9999

Financing Available

5.0  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   62 Google ReviewsFIVE STAR REVIEW RELIABILITY 5 STAR WORRY FREE

“The technician who worked on our plumbing was very helpful 
answering our questions. He was very efficient and prompt.” 

- Bonnie M. Greenwood

3 SECRETS TO A

GREAT PLUMBING EXPERIENCE
1.  We don’t waste your time. We normally schedule appointments 

within 24 hours of when you call and all appointments are for 
specific time frames...two hour windows.

2.  We always offer references. Our business is built on having 
loyal, satisfied customers and we’re pleased to have you talk to them. 
Call us at 859-9999. Google 5-Star Rated.

3.  We treat you, your home and your time with respect. We 
make appointments to fit your schedule. We arrive on time or call  
to reschedule. Our pricing is fair; our quality is spotless; our 
technicians are friendly, knowledgeable and smell good. Our  
customers are the most loyal folks in the world.

ALL PLUMBERS ARE NOT THE SAME
•  We’ve satisfied thousands of the pickiest homeowners in Indianapolis 

by going “beyond their expectations” since 1969.

•  We use only handed down generational principles to bring about 
unmatched results.

•  We show up on time and treat your home with total respect.

•  We don’t cost more than other plumbers...we simply tell you the 
whole story up front.

Let the CARTER PLUMBING COMPANY team
repair your plumbing!!!

We’ve made GREAT plumbing service affordable!

CartersMyPlumber.comSchedule
On-Line

Bob, Kelson and Jamie Carter
Plumbing Family Tradition Since 1969

CO
88

90
00

54

Kelson Carter
Jamie Carter

TUB OR 
SHOWER

DRAIN 
CLEANING

Testimonial: “When they left all my plumbing prob-
lems were fixed and my drains have never worked so 
well since I have moved into my house.”  - L. Short, 
Indianapolis

PLUS 10-20% OFF
Any Additional Plumbing

$89
PLUMBER 

TO-YOUR-DOOR
LOWEST PRICE 

IN INDY

Testimonial: “After having multiple plumbers come 
out and provide quotes, Carter’s ended up having the 
best prices and were honestly, the most professional.”
  - Laura Elkins, Bargersville

PLUS 10-20% OFF
Any Additional Plumbing

$29
FALL 

CLEANING
WATER HEATER 

FLUSH

Testimonial: “Amazing family owned company we 
tried for the first time today because we saw their 
great reviews.”  

- Elizabeth Early, Greenwood

PLUS 10-20% OFF
Any Additional Plumbing

$49

PROTECTING YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY


