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COMMUNITY – Feature

By Nicole Davis
John Frank spent 16 

days in Japan this sum-
mer, focusing on peace 
education and how the 
Japanese teach about 
WWII. As part of a pro-
gram funded through 
the Five College Cen-
ter in Massachusetts, 
Frank, who is an Amer-
ican history teacher 
for Center Grove High 
School, was there to 
help other teachers de-
velop curriculum for their own classrooms.

“These kinds of experiences, I can take 
something which is cut and dry and make it 
more tangible,” Frank says.

Frank, who is originally from South Bend, 
resides in the Center Grove area with his 
wife, Debra. He has two children. He taught 
at Greenwood Middle School before com-
ing to Center Grove High School, where he’s 
been for 28 years.

Frank took his first trip to Asia in 1992 as 
a teacher learning to develop curriculum. He 
received a Lilly Endowment grant which al-
lowed him to travel to Europe. In 2002, he 
took another trip through the East Asian 
Studies Department at Indiana University. 
The department needed a Curriculum Con-
sultant, a teacher who helps others devel-

op lessons. He did that 
from 2003-10. 

“With my back-
ground experience, it 
really helped me assist 
teachers, what is likely 
to work and what’s not, 
length and appropriate 
level of subject matter 
for different grades and 
ages,” Frank says.

Teachers range from 
elementary to high 
school levels, in all fields 
and all areas of the U.S. 

This summer, there were 50 applicants for 10 
spots. 

“It’s been professionally rewarding and in-
spirational to be around a lot of great teach-
ers every summer,” he says. 

Through his teaching career and through 
his personal vacations, Frank says that he’s 
been to all 50 U.S. states, along with multi-
ple countries in Europe and Asia. He’s vis-
ited Hiroshima and Nagasaki multiple times, 
having been to both this summer, and says 
each time they get the opportunity to lis-
ten to the stories of survivors of the atomic 
bomb dropped during WWII, many times 
about the innocent lives that were lost as a 
result of modern warfare. He says that he en-
joys being able to bring home and show his 
students objects that relate to their lessons, 

giving students a sense of being there as it 
makes history more realistic for them. 

“I couldn’t do all of this traveling on my 
own,” Frank says. “These opportunities have 
come along and I’ve been very appreciative 
and thankful.”

Frank says he’s been able to bring a lot 
of lessons back to Center Grove. Things he 
can’t use, he passes along to other teachers. 

“It was helpful in supporting Japanese lan-
guage (classes) here,” Frank says. “Now that 
that’s phased out, we’ve started a program 
on Chinese language. It’s given me some 
connections and background to be helpful 
in fostering these programs... I’m awfully 
glad we’re now offering Chinese. China is 
the largest economy in the world. In China 
today, there are as more people in school as 
there are people in the US. The Size of chi-
na is soaring. Our community, our school 
needs to be more globally oriented.”

Frank says that he’s thankful not only 
for the opportunity that he’s had to trav-
el and help other teachers, but for the sup-
port he gets at home from his school system 
and family. He says that he could never do 
it without his wife, Debra, who is a retired 
Franklin Central math teacher.

“After being gone a lot, every time I come 
back to Greenwood, Indiana, it’s very nice,” 
Frank says. “I have supportive parents here 
in this community. It’s a good school system. 
It’s good to come back.”

John Frank walked the route of the Bataan 
Death March in the summer of 2011, where 
local children wanted to be in his photo. In April 
of 1942, 60 to 80,000 American and Filipino 
prisoners of war were marched 60 miles to this 
point, before being loaded onto trains and sent 
to prison camps.  This was the largest American 
military in history. Submitted Photo

Teaching 
through 
travel

Center Grove High School history 
teacher John Frank travels  

through Asia and Europe for 
curriculum development

John Frank in his classroom at 
Center Grove High School holding  
a Terracotta Warrior replica.
Photo by Nicole Davis
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OUR VIEWS

The Center Grove community lost a trea-
sure with the unexpected death of Jill Buck 
and her two sons Aidan, 8, and Branson, 10 
on their way home from Chicago on July 24. 
Many lost a friend, a mother, a wife, a doctor, 
a prayer warrior and giver to the communi-
ty; young people lost a buddy and no doubt 
found it difficult to accept such a loss. In the 
blink of an eye, everything changed. Jill left 
behind a husband, Paul, and three other chil-
dren. Their oldest child, Gracie, is studying 
at University of Indianapolis. Olivia and PJ 
attend Center Grove schools. 

It’s difficult for us to comprehend how 
one resumes normalcy when loved ones 
have been taken away so unexpectedly. Gra-
cie has shown us, in part, how one accom-
plishes that. She was in the middle of tryouts 
to be a Pacemate cheerleader for the Indiana 
Pacers when this tragedy occurred and she 
maintained right through making the squad. 
Gracie’s internal strength and commitment 
certainly exemplifies to us all what the will 
to move forward looks like. 

With heavy hearts, our thoughts and prayers 
continue to go out to the entire Buck family.

MONTHLY QUOTE

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsensical 
laws on the books. Each month, we’ll share one 
with you.… 

In Wisconsin, state law made it illegal to serve 
apple pie in public restaurants without cheese.

-dumblaws.com

"The true 
work of art is 
but a shadow 
of the divine 
perfection."

~ Michelangelo di Lodovico  
Buonarroti Simoni,

Italian Artist (1475-1564)

BELIEVE IT!

With heavy hearts
and prayers

Commentary by Gus Pearcy
Years ago, a mentor of mine pointed out 

the cultural shift in our thinking. Not that 
long ago, you could pick up a pack of ciga-
rettes easily, but you had to ask the pharma-
cist for condoms. Today, there are dozens of 
varieties of condoms so blatantly displayed 
that I herd my children away from that aisle. 
Yet cigarettes are impossible to find. 

In the past, judgmental glares from blue 
hairs required discreetly whispering for con-
doms in a crowded drug store. Now, you 
don't want anyone to know you smoke ciga-
rettes for fear of an hour-long diatribe on the 
health complications.

Of course, I'm not lobbying for cigarettes. 
It's the change that is of interest.

For the last 20 years, marketing has been 
switching to digital. In 1995, email market-
ing was starting to become all the rage. Peo-
ple would marvel and show their friends that 
they received an email from AT&T. 

The dearth of direct mail has created a re-
naissance of sorts for the old school market-
ing method. Consumers will actually spend 
more time with a mail piece to avoid clear-
ing out their email inbox. The United States 
Postal Service might just survive a few more 
years if savvy marketers heed this trend. 

Personally, I look forward to getting 
something with my name on it. Even a bill 
wrapped in the everlovin' crap addressed to 

"resident" or "To Our Friends At…," gets my 
attention better than the 35 emails I get from 
a website I bought something off of in 2003.

Chotchkies are also great marketing bling. 
Try emblazoning your business logo on a ca-
ble holder or a pen that doubles as a touch-
screen stylus. The trick is to get something 
that people will actually use. It's more cost 
effective to spend $1 on a special item than 
25 cents on a schlocky chotchky.

By the way, jingles never go out of style. 
The simpler the better. Who doesn't remem-
ber "444-44-44?"  Sign spinning garners lots 
of attention or else we wouldn't see it so of-
ten. In the suburbs it can be a hazard. Save 
it for your downtown city business. Oh, 
and get a real sign spinner, don't just dress 
someone up as Chewbacca and send them 
out holding a sign. Professional sign spin-
ners command a slightly higher wage, but it 
is worth it. 

The trick is to be where others are not. I 
suspect it might even be cool to take out a 
full-page ad in a phone book in the future. (If 
the cost can be negotiated down.)  

What about cable TV advertising or local 
avails on Hulu or similar streaming services.

When it comes to marketing, you must 
always consider where your customers are. 
Think it through. I recently saw a billboard 
advertising a business that sat beneath it. 
What good is that?

Spend carefully but don't be cheap and 
then track your progress. Demand evidence 
from your marketing consultants.

Get out of line with your marketing

FROM THE PUBLISHER

With the school year now in full swing, the 
Center Grove Education Foundation Board of 
Directors recently announce the foundation’s 
event schedule for the 2015-16 school year. 

If you are not familiar with the CGEF, led 
by Carla Johnson, it was founded in 1998. 

Its mission is to partner with the commu-
nity to “enrich the lives of all Center Grove 
Community School Corporation students by 
funding extraordinary and innovative learn-
ing experiences.” It really does amazing work 
for students as well as faculty. Here is a snap 
shot of its fundraisers, which I highly encour-
age you to attend, for the school year:

Sherrie’s Ride, Walk and Run 
Sept. 19, 2015 

The 3rd Annual Sherrie’s Ride, Walk and 
Run will be held from 8:30 until 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, Sept.19 at Duke Farm, 4300 N 725 
W, Bargersville. This event (the ICON is 
proud to be one of its sponsors) is in memory 
of Sherrie Buchanan. Buchanan served as a 
middle school special education teacher aide 
and the Vice President of the Center Grove 
Education Foundation. All proceeds bene-
fit the Sherrie Buchanan Memorial Teacher 
Grant. Registration is $20/person, which in-
cludes a free t-shirt if you register by Sept. 5.

Toast of the Town – Sept. 30, 2015 
On  Wednesday, Sept. 30,  the founda-

tion will hold the 5th Annual Toast of the 
Town from 6:30 until 9 p.m. at Mallow Run 
Winery, 6964 W. Whiteland Road, Bargers-
ville. All proceeds benefit Center Grove pro-
gram, teacher, and professional development 
grants. Cost is for $20/person or $35/couple, 
including hors d’oeuvres and wine tasting 
(ages 21 and up), with additional wine avail-
able for purchase. 

2016 Gala for the Grove  
April 22, 2016 

The Gala for the Grove will be on Friday, 
April 22 at the J.W. Marriott Indianapolis, 10 
S West Street, Indianapolis. The evening in-
cludes cocktail reception, dinner, silent and 
live auctions, and live music for dancing. The 
Center Grove High School alumni classes of 
1966, 1991, and 2006 will be honored as they 
celebrate milestone graduation anniversaries. 

For more information about any of these 
fundraisers, including sponsorship opportu-
nities, contact Johnson at cjohnson@center-
grovefoundation.org or (317) 881-9326, ext. 
1530. 

Support CGEF
fundraisers

Rick Myers is co-owner of Times-Leader 
Publications, LLC.,  publisher of Center 
Grove ICON, Southside Business Leader 
and The Southside Times. Write him at 
news@myicon.info.

Gus Pearcy is a contributing columnist 
to the Center Grove ICON. He may 
be reached at (317) 403-6485 or 
pearcy.gus@sbcglobal.net. Gus blogs 
frequently at guspearcy 
communications.wordpress.com.

"The trick is to be where others  
are not. I suspect it might even be 
cool to take out a full-page ad in  

a phone book in the future."

"Our thoughts and prayers 
continue to go out to  

the entire Buck family."



2014 – 2015 Inspiring Health

Our nationally recognized Emergency 
Heart Attack Response Team at 
Franciscan St. Francis Health – Indianapolis 
is ready to perform emergency heart and 
vascular procedures, around the clock, 
every day. We are the only hospital in 
Indianapolis ranked Top 2% in the nation 
for Overall Heart Care by Healthgrades®. 
Our team has one of the best rankings for 
successful outcomes in Indiana, so you’ll 
know your heart is in the right place. 

Assess your risk of heart attack. 
Call 1-877-888-1777. Mention code 
H49P and get a Heart Scan for just $49.

WHEN A HEART 
ATTACK STRIKES, 
TRUST INDY’S 
ONLY TOP 2%
RANKED HOSPITAL
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Compiled by Nicole Davis
Watching the news and seeing all the 

crime that’s committed not just through-
out the country, but also in Indianapolis and 
Greenwood, Jason 
Homan said played 
a part in his decision 
be become a police 
officer and protect 
his friends and fam-
ily. 

“I do feel like I’ve 
reduced crime in 
a small shape or 
form,” he said.

Homan is a 2003 graduate of Center Grove 
High School. He served in the Marines from 
‘03 to ’08. He served as a reserve officer in 
Trafalgar for a year before joining the Green-
wood Police Department in 2011. He is also 
a member of the SWAT team and is a fire-
arms instructor for the police department. 

“I thought Greenwood would be a fun 
place to work,” Homan said, and it has been. 
“I really like working with the guys and girls 
on my shift.”

What was your inspiration 
to become a police officer? 

I wanted to help people in my hometown. 
I was in the Marines, so I felt I helped my 
country. I wanted to come home and help 
my community.

What has been one of your most 
gratifying moments on the job? 

I responded to a suicidal male. It was in 
his home and his granddaughter was there. 

She wasn’t being held hostage or anything, 
but after we secured or made the situation 
calm, I was able to give the mother back her 
daughter.

I get gratifying moments every day, any 
time that I get to help someone in a positive 

way.

What aspect of 
the job do you  
find most 
challenging? 

It is challeng-
ing that every day 
is new, but that 
also makes it excit-
ing. The constant 
changing of the law 

makes it challenging sometimes, too.

What do you enjoy doing  
in your off-time? 

Spending time with my family. I enjoy 
teaching firearms training and anything out-
doors. I have a little girl and spend most of 
the time with her.

What are your future goals, 
professionally or personally?

Eventually I’d like to pursue a higher rank 
professionally. Personally, my wife and I are 
going to try to have another kid. I would like 
to spend time with my family.

What would you have done if you hadn't 
of became a police officer?

I’d still be in the Marines. 

Jason Homan
Greenwood patrolman finds inspiration  

in helping people in his hometown

BEHIND the BADGE

CG ARCHITECTURE & HISTORY

Compiled by Katie Mosley

Back in class

Photo by Nicole Davis

This month’s featured photo from the Johnson County Museum fea-
tures students in a typing class. The photo dates back to 1963. The muse-
um staff has most of the students in the class identified but could use help 
with one name. The front row is Marsha Rike. The second row is Joyce 
Kernodel, Marsha Beeler, and the third student is unknown. The third row 
contains Jenai White, Jane Engleman, Ronnie Weber, Barbara Lawrence, 
and Tom Gaddy. The back row is Mike Shadday, Dale Hollandbeck, Linda 
Alderson, Sharon Roberts, and Judy White.

If you can identify the unknown student, please contact the Johnson 
County Museum at (317) 346-4500.

Compiled by Nicole Davis

“I thought Greenwood would  
be a fun place to work.  

I really like working with the 
guys and girls on my shift.”

repair improve

remodel pools

 

free estimates 
call trey smith today:

Schedule Pool Closing
by 8/31/15 & SAVE $25!
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Getting to  
know Lynne…

•	 I love being around people. I’ve always 
been a customer service person. I have 
all of the holidays at my home, the family 
reunion at my house. I spend a lot of time 
doing stuff like that.

•	  I have a grandbaby, Carson Liam. He is 1 
year, 7 months. He’s our pride and joy so 
we try to spend as much time as we can 
with him.

•	 Our new hobby is boating. We just 
bought a new boat. Our family drag 
races. So I spent a lot of time camping, 
boating or at the drag strip.

•	 I do a lot of yard work. I don’t have a big 
garden. I like my rose bushes. I have 2 ½ 
acres that I have to cut so I spent a lot of 
time out there.

•	 I also run my own unfranchised business, 
through Market America, selling isotonic 
vitamins and I have a make-up line: 
shoplbhess.com.

FEATURE
By Nicole Davis

Bargersville’s Harvest Moon Fall Festival 
will be bigger than ever this year. As resi-
dents and people from the surrounding ar-
eas gather on Main Street for the fall festivi-
ties, parks/events coordinator, Lynne Hess 
might be spotted taking a step back and 
watching everything fall 
into place.

“It’s reward-
ing to come out 
and help and 
see people en-
joy themselves,” 
Hess says. “I 
can stand back 
out here once the 
event starts and 
watch the people. 
If they’re having 
a good time, I’m 
happy. I want them 
to enjoy themselves. 
I don’t want it to be 
boring for them. I 
want the events to be 
fun, fast-paced and 
moving.”

Hess, who grew up in 
Indianapolis and gradu-
ated from John Marshall 
Community High School 
on the Eastside, moved to 
the Southside in 2006. She 
resided in Franklin and 
then Bargersville before 
settling in the Center Grove area. She and 
her husband of 26 years, Charles William 
“Bill” have two sons, Charles William “Billy, 
24, and Kyle, 19.

Hess worked for the Town of Bargersville 
for eight years in the billing department. She 
would volunteer with a group of residents to 
organize the Fall Festival.

“I always had the desire to do events,” 
Hess said.

Town officials saw a need for the commu-
nity to have more events, held consistently 
every year. They turned the part-time park/
events coordinator into a full-time position, 
starting this year.

“When I was volunteering and talking to 
the town people, they wanted more,” Hess 
says. “They wanted more than just the Fall 
Festival every year. With the town growing 

COMMUNITY Cover Story

Lynne Hess adds energy to Bargersville in her role as the parks/events coordinator

Lynne Hess has her blood drawn from 

Indiana Blood Bank, which came  

to the Community Day.

Bargersville's

the way it has, the town wants the events.”
Hess applied for the position and started 

January 2015.
“Having her in a full-time position has 

been a real asset,” says Cathy Sanders, presi-
dent of the parks department. “It’s her genu-
ine interest and the energy level she brings 
to it. We’ve been able to schedule and hold 

more events. She wants to 
continue to grow in her 
role and improve and that 
to me equates to all of the 
events and the commu-
nity improving… She 
adds value to the en-
tire community, not 
just the events, but the 
events themselves af-
fect a lot of people. 
She’s an event coor-
dinator but she’s ul-
timately helping to 
grow the commu-
nity.”

Hess says she’s 
done a lot of re-
search since she 
took on the po-
sition, attend-
ing conventions 
and talking to 
people locally 
such as at Mal-
low Run and 
the cities of 
G re e nw o o d 

and Franklin. So far this 
year, Bargersville has hosted Waggin’ on 

Main Street with funds benefitting the Hu-
mane Society of Johnson County, an Easter 
Egg hunt, Earth Day Work Day to help resi-
dents who need help in their yard, a Sum-
mer Concert Series and BBQ on Main Street 
with the Blues Band.

“It’s definitely given notice to the town,” 
Hess says. “It’s not that sleepy little Bargers-
ville anymore.”

The next event is a car show on Aug. 29, 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Bargersville’s Harvest Moon 
Fall Festival, will take place Sept. 18 through 
20 with a cruise-in Friday night from 5 – 10 
p.m., a parade Saturday at noon with the fes-
tival from 9 a.m. – 10 p.m., and Sunday 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m. Live music will take place Sat-
urday and Sunday, along with carnival rides 
by H&C Amusements, games, local busi-
nesses/vendors and more.

“The parade is a big hit here,” Hess says. 
“It brings out everyone in the town. Since we 
really kicked it off (as a town event) last year, 
we made the festival bigger this year. We’re 
hoping more people will come out. It’s just a 
fun time for the community.”

Bargersville will also have a Trick-or-Treat 
on Main Street event in October, a food 
drive in November, the Santa Train with a 
new winter market addition in December, 
and Hess says that she hopes to eventually 
have a community center in Bargersville to 
add more events for the children and senior 
citizens.

“I would like to see more of the commu-
nity come together,” Hess says. “One of my 
goals is to get a bigger 
volunteer base. We’re in 
desperate need for vol-
unteers. We’re looking 
to develop that area even 
more – because it makes 
it hard on the few people 
that are volunteering.”

Those interested in 
volunteering email Hess 
at lhess@townofbarg-
ersville.org or call her 
at (317) 422-3126.

Making
HESStory

Lynne and Bill Hess with their sons,  
Billy and Kyle.

Bargersville Harvest  
Moon Fall Festival

When: Sept. 18 – 20
Where: Main Street, Bargersville
Info: Visit townofbargersville.org

Submitted Photo

Submitted Photo

 “It’s not that sleepy little Bargersville anymore.” – Lynne Hess
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AUGUST – SEPTEMBER EVENTS

Picnic Concert: Toy Factory • Join Mallow Run 
Winery for an evening of music and wine on the 
lawn. Food trucks will be available. | When: Aug. 
22, 5 – 9 p.m. Different bands will play Aug. 29 
and Sept. 12. | Where: 6964 W. Whiteland Rd., 
Bargersville. | Info: Visit mallowrun.com.

Living Stronger Through Strength Training 
• Strength training prevents diseases such as 
osteoporosis, diabetes, hypertension and obesity 
and adding strength training boosts metabolism. 
Those in grades eight through adults can learn 
how to safely create a weight training program 
that fits your needs. | When: Aug. 24, 6:30 – 8 p.m. 
| Where: White River branch library, 1664 Library 
Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit pageafterpage.org 
or call (317) 885-1330.

MashCraft Giveback • Join co-owner and Head 
Brewer, Andrew Castner, as he tends bar and 
humors the crowd during MashCraft's open hours. 
All of Andrew's tips will be donated to Servant’s 
Heart of Indy, a food pantry serving southside 
Indy and Beech Grove families. | When: Aug. 26, 4 – 
9 p.m. | Where:  1140 N. State Rd. 135, Greenwood.

Annual Special Olympics Fed Ex Plane Pull • 
This is a giant tug-of-war between participants 
and a 164,000 pound FedEx Boeing 757. Funds 
raised are split between Special Olympics Indiana 
and Johnson County. | When: Aug. 29. | Where: 
Indianapolis airport. | Info: Visit firstgiving.com/
fundraiser/RitaAbellPlanePull2013/2015-plane-
pull-challenge or call (317) 738-7038.

Kegs ‘N Eggs • The last Sunday of every month, 
the tap room opens bright and early at 9:00 a.m. 
for breakfast and beer. A traditional breakfast from 
Four Seasons is available. | When: Aug. 30, 9 a.m. – 
12 p.m. | Where: 1140 N. State Rd. 135, Greenwood. 
| Info: Visit mashcraft.com.

Live Music from Cari Ray • Taxman Brewing 
Company host this event. | When: Sept. 3, 7 – 9 
p.m. | Where: 13 S. Baldwin St., Bargersville. | Info: 
Visit taxmanbrewing.com.

Labor Day Weekend Hog Roast Celebration 
• Celebrate the 10th anniversary of Mallow Run 
with an old-fashioned hog roast, live music and 
fireworks finale. | When: Sept. 5, 12 – 9 p.m.; Sept. 6 
and 7, 12 – 6 p.m. | Where: 6964 W. Whiteland Rd., 
Bargersville. | Info: Visit mallowrun.com.

Book Tasting Party • Book Tasting offers a chance 
to sample new books that you might like to read. 

Program for grades five through 12. | When: 
Sept. 9, 6:30 – 8 p.m. | Where: White River branch 
library, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org or call (317) 885-1330.

Greenwood Trail Trek • This road race is run 
through downtown Greenwood along part of 
the city’s trail system, presented by Performance 
Chiropractic and Sports Rehabilitation and 
BlueMile. Proceeds go to expansion of the city’s 
trail system. | When: Sept. 12, 8 a.m. | Where: 
Greenwood Community Center. | Info: Visit 
greenwood.in.gov.

Labapalooza • Celebrate Labs & Rescue with live 
music and wine. | When: Sept. 13, 12 – 6 p.m. | 
Where: 6964 W. Whiteland Rd., Bargersville. | Info: 
Visit mallowrun.com.

Craft Night: Flower Pounding • Use flowers and 
leaves to dye fabric with this loud, craft. For grades 
eight to adults. | When:  Sept. 16, 6 – 7:30 p.m.| 
Where: White River branch library, 1664 Library 
Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit pageafterpage.org 
or call (317) 885-1330.

Heartsaver CPR • Participants earn infant/child/
adult CPR Certification at the Heartsaver/General 
Public Level upon successful completion of the 
training. All materials are provided for a $11.00 
fee, which attendees will pay the presenter at 
the program. Must be age 13 or older.| When: 
Sept. 17, 6 – 8:30 p.m. | Where: White River branch 
library, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org or call (317) 885-1330.

Nerf Wars 2 • Join for NERF solo and team 
tournaments with pizza for $5. Bring your own 
NERF or similar foam dart gun to battle. Do not 
bring ammo. | When: Sept 18, 6 – 9 p.m. | Where: 
Mount Pleasant Christian Church, 381 N. Bluff Rd., 
Greenwood. | Info:  Register online. Visit mpcc.info 
or call (317) 881-6727.

Sherries Ride, Walk and Run • This event is in 
memory of Center Grove community member 
Sherrie Buchanan, who served as a middle 
school special education teacher aide and the 
Vice President of the Center Grove Education 
Foundation. All proceeds benefit the Sherrie 
Buchanan Memorial Teacher Grant. | When: Sept. 
19, 8:30 – 10 a.m. | Where: Duke Farm, 4300 N. 
725 W., Bargersville. | Cost: Registration is $20/
person. | Info: Contact Carla Johnson at cjohnson@
centergrovefoundation.org or (317) 881.9326, ext. 
1530.

Luke Bertsch Benefit Golf Tournament & 
Auction • This event is an 18-hole Golf Tournament 
& Chance Auction for Luke Bertsch. Luke Bertsch is 
a 4-year-old with Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA). 
This benefit will help with incurring and upcoming 
medical expenses (including medical equipment), 
to get Luke an accessible vehicle, and home 
modifications that will be needed in the future.| 
When: Sept. 20, 12:30 p.m. registration, 1:15 p.m. 
shotgun start.| Where: Valle Vista Golf Club, 755 
E. Main St., Greenwood. | Cost: $70 individuals, 
$240 teams of four. | Info: Visit facebook.com/
events/933264293384353/.

Saints Francis & Clare Fall Festival • Join for live 
music, food, silent auctions, rides, wine, fish fry, 
kids games, dunk tank, Saturday morning ride 
bracelets, Monte Carlo, craft booths, $15,000 prize 
raffle and more. | When: Sept. 25, 5 p.m. – midnight 
and Sept. 26, noon – midnight. | Where: 5901 Olive 
Branch Rd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit facebook.com/
events/680798588722981/.

By Daina Chamness
White River Library rewarded children in 

its Summer Reading Program with a mario-
nette show on July 20. Steven's Puppets pre-
sented "The Sleeping Beauty" to more than 
45 children. 

Gregg Jenna, puppeteer, shared some in-
formation before the show. Each puppet was 
hand-carved from wood, hand-painted and 
costumes were hand sewn more 
than 60 years ago by Martin and 
Margie Stevens. Each puppet 
took 50 to 100 hours to make. 
The princess and her father, the 
king, were adorned in rich fab-
rics and crowns. The other char-
acters, the Jester, the Master 
Weaver and others, tiny jump-
suits, weskits and trousers in ap-
propriate fabrics and with the 
same detail and workmanship. 

The features in the nine pup-
pets' faces and the attention to 
costuming made the puppets 
come alive on stage in Jenna's 
hands. The voices and music in 
the show were recorded more 
than 60 years ago by the Ste-
vens', creators of the puppets. 
The soundtrack was originally 
recorded on vinyl but is now on 
Jenna's cell phone, a nod to to-
day's technology. The puppets 
have been handed down now 
through the years and are now 
owned by Dan 
Raynor. He and 
Jenna met when 
they both worked 
at Marriott's Grand 
Amusement Park 
in California. This is 
Jenna's fourth sea-
son touring with the 
puppets. 

The children were 
enthralled by the sto-
ry as it unfolded. This 
was not the Disney 
version of the story, 
as the "fairies" had dif-
ferent names, looked more like 
wooly worms than plump little 
elves and the bad fairy was not 

scary at all, just green. But, as in all good 
fairy tales, everyone lived happily ever after, 
including the children and their parents who 
spent yet another evening in the White River 
Library.

The puppets also performed at Clark 
Pleasant Branch, Trafalgar Branch and 
Franklin Branch of the Johnson County Li-
brary. The program was sponsored by the 
Friends of the Johnson County Public Li-
brary.

Steven's Puppets perform for White River 
library's Summer Learning event

FEATURE

Above: More than 45 children and their parents attended the show which was the celebration of the Summer 
Learning Program at White River Library. Each marionette was hand carved from wood and took from 50 to 
100 hours to create. Puppeteer Greg Jenna expertly controlled the nine marionettes in the show. Photos by 
Daina Chamness

$1499

Large 1 topping  traditional 
crust pizza and an order of 

breadsticks

Like us on Facebook! Exp: 9/19/2015

2 N State  
Rd #135

Bargersville, IN
317.422.8114
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IN OUR SCHOOLS

Endress+Hauser, 
Inc. donated $10,000 
to the Center Grove 
Education Founda-
tion on Monday, Aug. 
3, to help fund the de-
velopment of STEM 
(Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math) 
programs in Center 
Grove, including the 
new Center Grove In-
novation Center, for-
merly known as the 
STEM Lab, Center 
Grove’s award-win-
ning Red Alert Robot-
ics Team, and other 
programs. 

 Center Grove Su-
perintendent Dr. Rich 
Arkanoff joined Cen-
ter Grove Education Foundation Executive 
Director Carla Johnson and Board President 
Matt Goodpaster to accept the donation. 
“We are grateful to Endress+Hauser for their 
financial support of the Innovation Center, 
their involvement in the development of 
the center, and their continued investment 
in our community and Johnson County as a 
whole,” said Arkanoff. 

“It is critical for employers and leaders 
in the community to partner with our edu-
cators and the myriad adult influencers to 
encourage the highest quality STEM edu-

cation,” says Brandyn Ferguson, vice presi-
dent of human resources, Endress+Hauser, 
Inc. Ferguson was joined by Crystal Hunt, 
Endress+Hauser senior public relations 
manager.

Endress+Hauser also donated $10,000 
each to further STEM education in Clark 
Pleasant and Greenwood school corpo-
rations. The grants were made possible 
through the Endress+Hauser Fund and part-
nership with the Johnson County Commu-
nity Foundation. 

Pictured from left, Brandyn Ferguson, vice president of human resources, 
Endress+Hauser, Inc. Ferguson was joined by Crystal Hunt, Endress+Hauser se-
nior public relations manager, Dr. Rich Arkanoff, Center Grove superintendent, 
Carla Johnson, Center Grove Education Foundation executive director, and Matt 
Goodpaster, Center Grove Education Foundation board president.

Endress+Hauser donates $10,000 to  
fund STEM education in Center Grove

Center Grove Elementary School fourth 
grade teacher Stephen Blackburn is among 
a select group of educators chosen for the 
Woodrow Wilson MBA Fellowship in Edu-
cation Leadership Program, announced re-
cently by Governor Pence. The fellows cho-
sen for the program are emerging leaders 
nominated by their school districts or char-
ter schools. They will take part in an inter-
disciplinary program between the School of 
Business and the School of Education that 
combines practices in business and educa-
tion leadership within an educational con-
text. 

“I feel honored to have been chosen for 
such a unique opportunity,” said Blackburn. 
“The program’s summer course load has al-

ready begun equipping me 
with many new tools for my 
current classroom. I hope to 
use this program to provide a 
strong framework for success 
in a school leadership posi-
tion in the near future."

The fellows receive a full 
tuition scholarship to cover the cost of their 
participation in the 13-month, cohort-based 
graduate program, which includes an inter-
national travel experience. Upon graduation, 
fellows will be eligible for principal licensure 
and prepared for placement in their district 
as an assistant principal, principal, or central 
office administrator.  

CG teacher selected for  
Woodrow Wilson MBA Fellowship 

 

Q: What fall festivals or events  
do you look forward to? 

"I like going to the WAMM 
Fest. I like hanging out with 
friends and listening to 
concerts. I’ve gone for about 
three years."

face to face

Susan Rayner

Visit us online and post your community news! facebook.com/CenterGroveICON

"I look forward to the Holy 
Name Oktoberfest festival in 
Beech Grove, Oktoberfest. It 
has a really good crowd and a 
lot of good food. There is a lot 
to do that weekend.  
It is a good time." 

Simone Musgrave

"Well the Center Grove 
school carnivals are good 
fun. My son really looks for-
ward to Halloween, so we 
always make a trip to the 
pumpkin patch too."

Amy Dalton
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AN OPTION

Siam Square
The scoop: Opened seven years ago 
in Fountain Square, Siam Square is a 
restaurant focused on making Thai 
cuisine for those who love its flavor 
and newcomers alike. The décor of 
Siam Square is warm with photos 
of Thailand strategically placed 
throughout the restaurant, it’s a 
quintessential setting to enjoy the 
restaurant’s food. The menu of 
Siam Square was developed by a 
67 year old Thai woman who is the 
restaurant’s chef, it’s a menu which 
aims to give you your Thai fix while still being 
adventurous. When Siam Square moved into 
Fountain Square in 2008, it was one of the few 
restaurants in the area. As the neighborhood has 
blossomed, the Thai restaurant has continued 
to stand as one of the neighborhoods premiere 
restaurants. 

Unique Aspect: The head chef is from Thailand

Décor: Contemporary Thai 

People who frequent: Families, business  
people, locals

Type of food: Thai food

Price 
of Entries: $11 to $17

Specialties: Pad Thai, Druken Noodles,  
Bangkok Fried Rice, Roti Roll

Recommendation: Druken Noodles

Reservations: Phone reservations accepted

Hours: Monday – Thursday: 11 – 9 p.m.;  
Friday: 11 – 10 p.m.; Saturday: 12 – 10 p.m.

Location: 936 Virginia Ave.,  
Indianapolis, IN 46203

Phone: (317) 636-8424

Jager Negroni
Bartender: Erin Houchin

Location: The Hi-Fi, 1043 Virginia 
Ave., Indianapolis IN 46203

Ingredients and 
directions: 1 oz 
Jager, .5 oz Sweet 
Vermouth, .5 oz 
Dry Vermouth, 1 oz 

Campari. Add a pinch 
of salt and garnish 

with an orange wedge. 

BEHIND BARS
Mike Ehringer, Laura's Bakery 
and Cake Studio, 399 S. State Rd. 
135, Greenwood, IN 46142

Where do you like to dine? 
Vino Villa in Greenwood. 

What do you like to eat there? 
Depends on he night but they have a red wine 
we like to drink. The cheese and bread appetizers 
are also very good. 

What do you like about this place? The old 
home is historic. It has atmosphere. You can be 
in a corner by yourself or linger with the others 
there. 

Vino Villa is located at  
200 N. Madison Ave., Greenwood, IN 46142.  

The phone number is (317) 882-9463.

WHERE WE DINE

Drunken Noodles at Siam Square

TWEET of the MONTH

Charlie De Mar
@CharlieDeMar
posted on July 29

"Cover of the  
program 'A celebration of 

life'. Jill buck and her  
2 sons remembered  
after fatal I-65 crash."

AROUND TOWN

Sherrie Buchanan served as a middle 
school special education teacher aide and 
the Vice President for the Center Grove Ed-
ucation Foundation. While she passed away 
from cancer in November 2012, the com-
munity continues to honor her through the 
annual Sherries Fun Ride, Walk and Run. 
This year’s event is Sept. 19, 8:30 – 10 a.m. at 
Duke Farm, 4300 N 725 W., Bargersville. The 
day includes a five-mile walk/run and five or 
ten-mile bicycle ride through farmlands in 

White River Township. The 
route follows one that Sherrie 
often rode with her friends. 
Funds raised through the 
event have provided more 
than $50,000 to help fund lo-
cal teacher grants and a Cen-
ter Grove district-wide math 
and reading remediation program to stu-
dents. Register for $20 or make donations at 
centergrovefoundation.org.

Sherrie’s Fun Walk, Run & Ride  
to take place Sept. 19

Mt. Auburn United Methodist Church 
announced Susan Young (aka Miss Susan) 
as their new Children’s Ministry Director. 
A native of Greenwood, she arrives at Mt. 
Auburn UMC as the church begins their 
2015-2016 school year. Susan comes to Mt. 
Auburn with over 15 years of experience in 
Children’s Ministries and has served several 
churches in the area along with one in Ari-
zona.

Susan and her husband, Jim, have been 
married for more than 30 years and have 
one son Drew. Drew and his wife Whitney 

recently gave them the gift 
of their first grandson, Cart-
er James. Mt. Auburn United 
Methodist Church is located 
at 3100 W. Stones Crossing 
Rd., Greenwood. Mt. Auburn 
United Methodist Church 
has a traditional service at 9 
a.m. and a contemporary service at 10:30 
a.m. each Sunday. Children’s Sunday School 
is available at 9 a.m. and a children’s service, 
JAM (Jesus and Me), is held each Sunday at 
10:30 a.m. in the Chambers.

Susan Young named Mt. Auburn UMC’s 
children ministry director

What's going on in the Center Grove area?
Send your news and events to: news@myICON.info for print consideration.

2014 images from Sherrie's Ride. Submitted Photos

Sherrie 
Buchanan

Susan Young
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Readers of the Center Grove ICON are 
encouraged to send letters to the editor as 
often as they wish. The stipulations are that 
the letter is timely, focused (not more than 
200 words) and verifiable. Please make sure 
to provide your complete name and daytime 
and evening telephone contact numbers. All 
letters are subject to editing for brevity, clarity 
and grammar. Please direct correspondence 
to: news@myICON.info.

Regina Miller owns Geek in Pink. 
Contact her with tech questions at 
regina@geekinpink.com  
or (317) 882-1606.

By Regina Miller
My computer has always connected to my 
wireless network just fine until recently. 
Now, it says it’s connected but I try to go 
to websites, and I get a message that the 
page can’t be found. How do I fix this? 

There are a few different variables that 
could be causing this issue. I would start by 
looking at the indicator lights on your mo-
dem to see if they look like they typically 
do. Are all the lights green that normally 
are? Are the lights solid if they typically had 
been in the past? Note that information be-
fore proceeding with power cycling the mo-
dem and router. Unplug the modem and the 
router, but when you plug them back in, only 
plug the modem in first. Wait until all the 
lights have “settled down” – in some cases 
this can take 5-7 minutes so be patient. Af-
ter the lights have settled down into a nor-
mal pattern, go ahead and plug the router in. 
Give the router a couple minutes to establish 
its connection. 

With the storms we have had recently, 
it is common for the modem and router 
to get out of sync when there is a power 
outage or interruption of any sort. The 
best way to get them back on the same 
page is to follow a complete power cycle 
for both devices. Your computer may 
be latching on to the wireless signal in 
your house just fine, but if the router 
isn’t getting the internet signal from 
your modem it doesn’t have any internet 
to give your computer and you get the 
phenomena where the computer says 
it’s connected, but you still can’t browse. 
The faucet is on, but there simply isn’t 
anything to come out. 

If power cycling properly doesn’t resolve 
the issue, the next step is to call your internet 
service provider to see if there is an outage 
in the area and make sure its network can 
“see” your modem. Fortunately though, of-
ten times a complete power cycle will resolve 
the problem you described. 

I upgraded to Windows 10, and I can’t 
find Internet Explorer. Was it eliminated? 

Microsoft Windows 10 was rolled out 
with a brand spankin’ new browser called 
Edge. Edge replaces Internet Explorer as the 
default browser for the system. It is a com-
pletely different code – and it’s worth giving 
it a shot. Note that the address bar doesn’t 
visibly appear until you move your cursor 
up to where one would expect to find it, to-
wards the top of the window. You can then 
type in the direct address, or URL, that you 
want to go to or you can perform a search di-
rectly from the address bar by entering your 
search string. Of course Bing is the default 
search engine.  Another oddity is that there 
is not an option to add a homepage by de-
fault, but you can enable that option and set 
a homepage of your choice. That being said, 
if you can’t get acclimated, or more likely 
your banking and other sites don’t support 
Edge yet, you can still use Internet Explorer. 
Internet Explorer does come with Windows 
10 and you can set it at your default brows-
er. You may need to pin its tile to the “Start” 
screen after you make the change to find it 
more easily in the future. All I am saying is 
to give Edge a chance. 

TECH SAVVY

Where did that website go?

www.legacycremationservices.com

Basic Funeral with Casket starting at $2,495
Basic Cremation starting at $1,295

1604 W Morris Street • (317) 637-3733

SERVICES  
CREMATION & FUNERAL  

5215 N. Shadeland Avenue • (317) 562-0145

Superior Services For Significantly Less

Community • Compassion • Commitment

By Jordan Fischer
Question: "Jordan, a few years ago Ford 
Motor Co. used the tagline 'Go Further.'  
Would you please explain the correct use 
of 'further' vs. 'farther?'  I would prefer 
to rely on the Grammar Guy rather than 
Corporate America for grammatical 
guidance.  After all, the business 
world gave us 'Lands' End,' 'Eat Fresh' 
and 'Rethink Possible.'  Thank you for 
furthering the cause of good grammar." 
– Nancy Reichmann

Answer: Hi Nancy … to be fair, the busi-
ness world also gave us Dodge Ram, which is 
a pretty fun little oxymoron to see roaming 
around town.

More to your point:  There can be some 
ambiguity between whether "further" or 
"farther" is the correct choice, and this hap-
pens to be one of those occasions. Let's talk 
about why.

Both "further" and "farther" have histori-
cally been used as the comparative form 
of "far," meaning "at, to or by a greater dis-
tance." The Oxford Dictionaries will tell you 
"further" and "farther" may be used inter-
changeably in that meaning, as they have 
been for hundreds of years.

"Further" has more uses, though. Unlike 
"farther," which is limited to descriptions of 
actual distances, "further" is often used met-
aphorically or abstractly (ex. "to further a ca-
reer").

Because of this, many grammar guides – I 
include myself among them – suggest sim-
plifying the situation by using "farther" in all 
contexts describing actual, physical distanc-
es, and "further" only for abstract or meta-
phorical uses. Otherwise you could end up 
like Ford Motor Co., where my response to 
their slogan is, "Go further what?"

Before you go any 'further'
GRAMMAR GUY

Jordan Fischer is a contributing 
columnist for the Center Grove ICON.  
To ask Jordan a grammar question, 
write him at rjfische@gmail.com.

LIFESTYLEDISPATCHES
n Avoid stale muffins – To revive stale muffins, sprinkle them with 
water, place in a paper bag and pop in a hot oven for five to ten seconds. 
The steam created by the water will restore moisture.

n Don't let cheese dry out – Stop cheese from drying out by 
spreading butter or margarine on the cut sides to seal in moisture. 
This is most effective with hard cheeses sealed in wax.

n Keep veggies crunchy – When radishes, celery or carrots have 
lost their crunch, simply pop them in a bowl of iced water along 
with a slice of raw potato and watch the limp vegetables freshen up 
right before your eyes.

n Don't let cookies get hard – Store crispy and chewy cookies in 
separate containers. If you combine them, the moisture from the chewy 
cookies will make the crispy ones lose their crunch.

n Keep bugs out - A bay leaf slipped into a container of flour, pasta, or rice will help repel bugs. 

Lifestyle Tips from Esquire
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Wat[er] they painting?
By Nicole Davis

The White River Township library had a full class during its monthly 
craft night on Aug. 5. Under the instruction of Amy Dalton, the class 
learned the techniques to create watercolor portraits from photographs 
scanned into the computer.

“I just thought it sounded like fun. I emailed my friends,” says Barb 
Clements, class participant who had four of her friends join her in the 
class. “There’s always more fun in numbers... I think it was fun. I wish 
I would have brought my own portrait. But now I know how to do it 
again. We learned a skill we can do at home.”

Participants had the option to bring their own portrait to the library. 
Those who didn’t bring their photos had options available to choose 
from including a variety of animals or iconic images of Elvis or Paul 
McCartney. 

Photos by 
Nicole Davis

1.

3.

6.
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Wat[er] they painting?

White River Township 
library offers  

watercolor portrait 
instruction during  
Aug. 5 Craft Night

By Nicole Davis
The White River Township library had a full class during its monthly 

craft night on Aug. 5. Under the instruction of Amy Dalton, the class 
learned the techniques to create watercolor portraits from photographs 
scanned into the computer.

“I just thought it sounded like fun. I emailed my friends,” says Barb 
Clements, class participant who had four of her friends join her in the 
class. “There’s always more fun in numbers... I think it was fun. I wish 
I would have brought my own portrait. But now I know how to do it 
again. We learned a skill we can do at home.”

Participants had the option to bring their own portrait to the library. 
Those who didn’t bring their photos had options available to choose 
from including a variety of animals or iconic images of Elvis or Paul 
McCartney. 

“I think it was a successful program and everyone left with a fun 
painting and had a good time,” Dalton says. “Hopefully, some attendees 
will keep exploring art.”

The library hosts a monthly craft night demonstrating low-cost proj-
ects, often using recycled materials. September’s Craft Night will be 
Flower Pounding, using flowers and leaves to dye fabric on Sept. 16, 6 
– 7:30 p.m. in the community room at the branch, 1664 Library Blvd., 
Greenwood.

“I am always looking for ideas, and this one was great because it used 
inexpensive materials, was easy to explain and to execute, and let at-
tendees create something,” Dalton says. “Also, introducing and activity 
like painting lets the library promote the collection, since we have ma-
terials on art and painting available for loan.”

1: Vicki Kindervater works on her watercolor portrait 
of Elvis. 2: Rhea Hardwick works on her portrait. 3: 
Cindy Cook laughs as she traces an image of a 
dog onto her watercolor paper. 4: Barb Clements 
and Lisa Guidi listen as Amy Dalton instructs them 
on how to outline their portraits. 5: Examples of 
watercolor portraits that were displayed. 6: The 
White River Township library offers books on 
watercolor painting.

2.

4.

5.
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Charles R. Thomas, M.D. owns Chateau Thomas Winery with 
locations in Plainfield, Fishers, Bloomington and Nashville. 
Contact him at charlest@chateauthomas.com.

TsT Home Improvement Services 
Tip of the Month  By Tom S. Truesdale

               

 

Bad Weather and Storm Damage
The last few weeks have been 

stormy and unpredictable to say 
the least! Hopefully the rest of the 
summer will calm down and pro-
vide some nice summer weather. 
Chances are that your home has 
received some type of damage from 
the storms over the last month, here 
are a few tips to help in identify-
ing storm damage and what can be 
done to repair it.

Storm Damage can come in 
many different forms from multiple 
events. Common weather condi-
tions  that can cause damage to your 
home include lightning, wind and hail.

Examples of Damage:
•	 Roof and shingle damage: Shingles will 

have marks and dents from hail strikes
•	 Siding and soffit damage: Siding  

can be dented, broken or detached
•	 Gutter and downspout damage:  

Dented gutters are the most  
common damage from hail

•	 Window and door damage:  
Glass and paint can be damaged  
from wind and hail

•	 Tree and landscape damage

Contact your insurance agent first!
If you are not sure if you have storm 

damage, call a trusted contractor to evalu-
ate your home then call your insurance 
agent. If your insurance agent agrees that 
your home is damaged, a good rule of 
thumb is to receive at least 2 quotes from 
qualified contractors prior to awarding the 

work. Don’t sign a contract with a contrac-
tor soliciting services prior to receiving 
quotes! Many out of state contractors will 
“chase storms” and target areas that have 
had recent storms systems move through. 
These contractors generally DON’T have 
the clients best interest in mind. Selecting 
a local contractor with a vested interest in 
relationship and client satisfaction is a wise 
idea. Supporting qualified local contractors 
benefits the local economy. Give the local 
contractor a chance to bid before awarding. 
Remember, the lowest price is NOT always 
best – material and workmanship may be 
less than desired. Please consider the tips 
I have provided when evaluating storm 
damage and the selection of a contractor to 
make the repairs. If you have any concerns 
or questions don’t hesitate to contact a local 
contractor and construction professional 
for help and guidance. Hope this months 
tips are helpful, enjoy the rest of the sum-
mer! TsT

TsT Home Improvement Services
Helping people one job at a time...

317-550-8677
1 Free Home Improvement Consulting Visit

Plainfield, IN • email: thomas_truesdale@yahoo.com
website: tsthomeimprovement.com

Photo by Blake Patterson, flickr.com  
(used under Creative Commons)

By Charles R. Thomas, M.D.
Balance: A wine that offers harmony in 

its acid, sugar, and tannin components with 
none dominating. 

I want to open with story about a dear, de-
parted friend, Timothy Doty (1983-2013). 
Tim was a classmate of my youngest son in 
the third grade. The families became friends 
and remain so. Tim was burdened with a 
devastating number of disabilities: physical, 
medical, and emotional, including a child-
hood colostomy, juvenile diabetes, 
and a father he never met, but he 
had a brilliant mind. When he fin-
ished high school, he enrolled at 
Purdue to take engineering, but 
emotionally couldn't cut it and 
dropped out in the middle of the 
first semester. He held several 
jobs of various unrelated nature 
with his intellect always leading the 
way.

In 1998, he took a job with Ameri-
ca West Airline (now U. S. Airways) as a 
baggage agent, loading baggage into the 
various planes. During this time, he 
constantly studied and researched 
the newer science of loading mate-
riel onto an airplane. During the next year, 
he listened to the flight crews discuss their 
in-flight problems with the handling of the 
aircraft. So he boldly went to the upper man-
agement of one of the world's largest airlines 
armed with only a high school diploma and 
no teaching experience and told them they 
needed him to teach the pilots and baggage 
handlers how to load an airplane to avoid 
the problems they were having. They agreed!

For the next 10 years, Tim travelled not 
only United States, but to the far reaches 
of the world teaching classes for pilots and 
crew, setting up remote stations, writing 
protocols as a senior analyst, and writing all 
the manuals for U. S. Airways on the sub-

ject of BALANCE. Unfortunately, the severe 
complications of diabetes including blind-
ness, renal failure took their toll, and he was 
unable to work after 2008. 

 Just as balance is essential to flying an 
airplane, it is essential to the enjoyment of 
fine wine. I have often characterized the bal-
ance of a wine with listening to classical mu-
sic. You can close your eyes and listen to the 
complete breadth and volume of the vari-
ous instruments in a 100-piece orchestra 
and marvel at their combined melody and 
complexity. But if you listen carefully, you 
can hear, despite all the other competing in-

struments, the sound made by the 
piccolo or the flute. I can discern 
virtually any of the other 20 in-
struments by concentrating on 
them. That is if they are playing 
correctly, but if they are out-of-
tune, too loud, or out-of-phase, 
they will stand out like a sore 

thumb and ruin the entire musical 
piece for all the other instruments.
When a winemaker makes a wine, 

there are times when lady luck is with 
him, and throughout the process, the 

outcome of the flavors, the mutual 
intensity, and yes, the balance is 
just what it should be. When this 

is the case, we all thank the heavens 
for this wonderful product, but all too of-
ten, the winemaker must use one or more of 
the tricks or tools in his tool chest, to polish, 
modify, alter, or otherwise change the miss-
ing nuance. He may need to aerate the wine, 
de-acidify it, de-copper it, blend it, acidify 
it, raise or lower the pH, sweeten it, remove 
alcohol; on and on in the name of balance.

So, of all the many and various qualities of 
wine, the perfection of balance is the most 
important, and the one I look for as a taster.

Balancing act
WINE & DINE

To Advertise, call (317) 300-8782

THE SOUTHSIDE TIMES 
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Teacher of  the Month

Kids, send your name, address and telephone number along with 
a 100-word summary of why your teacher should be honored 
as the HomeBank/Center Grove Icon Teacher of the Month 
to teacher@myicon.info. The deadline for nominations for the 
September – October 2015 Teacher of the Month is September 
1. Your teacher will receive special recognition and something 
very cool from HomeBank, plus your class will win a pizza party 
compliments of Chicago’s Pizza. Please take time to nominate a 
deserving teacher from Center Grove.

Chicago’s Pizza  
is the official ICON  

Teacher of the Month  
Pizza Party supplier

CENTER GROVE

Nov. – Dec. 2014
Mrs. Nikou  

Pleasant Grove

August - September

Congratulations!

Dec. 2014 – Jan. 2015 
Mrs. Robertson 

Sugar Grove

Feb. – March 2015 
Mr. Cecil

Saints Francis & Clare

March-April 2015
Mrs. McDowell, CG 

Middle School North

April – May 2015
Mrs. West

CG Elementary School

May – June 2015
Mrs. Odger, Greenwood 

Christian Academy

June – July 2015
Mr. Wooton 

Sugar Grove Elementary

To all our Teachers of the Month for the  
2014-2015 school year
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BUSINESS LEADER Extra

NOW THAT WE’VE BEEN OPEN

One particular question helped Car-
ole Beasley determine a change in her ca-
reer path when she was searching for a new 
job: What do you like to do when you’re not 
working? 

The answer: she was always planning the 
next vacation, from looking up airfare to 
seeing what there was to do a certain des-
tinations. She started Dream Destinations 
Travel in 2011, specializing in romance and 
family travel.

“We’re growing, which is exciting,” Beas-
ley says. 

Beasley now has six independent contrac-
tors that work for her home-based company 
in the Center Grove area. She says through 
the last four years, she has enjoyed her role 
as a travel professional and helping her cli-
ents make their “vacation dreams a reality.”

“Everyone is excited about going on va-
cation,” Beasley says. “It’s easy to get excit-
ed with them. I love developing relation-
ships with my clients. Even though I may 
have never met them face to face, I feel like 

I know them. That just makes it fun. 
You’re never talking to a stranger. You 
are always talking to a friend.”

Aside from her personalized ser-
vice, she says smaller companies can 
save money for travelers and take the 
headache out of vacationing by solving 
problems, often before the clients  even 
realize they have them.

"People work hard to save money for a 
vacation and that’s something very spe-
cial for them, whether it’s a honeymoon, 
an anniversary or ‘I need to stick my toes 
in the sand,’” Beasley says. “I love to help 
people get a great vacation with a good 
value and make sure it’s one that they’re 
going to be happy with.”

What is the most valuable piece  
of advice you've been given?

Realize that you don’t have to know 
everything. You can specialize and be 
familiar with what you specialize in but 
you don’t have to know everything. An-
other thing is realizing what may be a 
good vacation for Client A may not be 
a good vacation for Client B. Because of 
that you have to really develop the rela-
tionship to recommend the best vaca-
tion for that instance.

How have things changed since  
you started your business?

The travel industry changes every day. 
Property changes management, they change 
management. Cruise lines bring in more 
ships every year, with different amenities. 
It constantly is changing. The crooks of the 
travel industry haven’t changed a lot.

Tell us about your biggest challenge  
and how you overcame it.

The biggest challenge for a home-based 
agent is your suppliers sometimes don’t 
know you’re there. You don’t have a brick 
and mortar building. So trying to get the at-
tention of suppliers can be a challenge. You 
have to go that extra step and be a little bit 
persistent with them, to get their ear. I have 
four or five suppliers that do a great job of 
maintaining a relationship with the home-
based agent.

What do you wish someone had told you 
before you started your business?

My husband is self-employed so I knew 
what it was like to be self-employed. What 
I probably didn’t realize is how much extra 

time goes into all the facets that go into the 
business that don’t involve selling travel. If 
your printer breaks, you’re the IT person. 
If you want to pursue an email campaign, 
you’re the marketing person. You wear a lot 
of hats.

What is the hottest new  
trend in your industry?

River cruising in Europe is huge right 
now. Cuba is on the cusp of becoming huge 
with the government relaxing travel require-
ments. Experiential travel is big, especially 
with the millennial generation right now. 
They want to do something that no one else 
has done before or maybe that no one else 
has done in that way before. They want more 
adventure things than some of the more 
mainstream travelers

Dream Destinations Travel, LLC
1529 Beck Ridge Circle
Greenwood, IN 46143

(317) 987-2835 (9-TRAVEL)
travelcarole@att.net

travelcarole.com

Carole Beasley aims to make her clients’ vacation  
dreams a reality through Dream Destinations Travel, LLC

Compiled by Nicole Davis

Where dreams come true

Carole Beasley

Photo by Nicole Davis

• Front Office
• Customer Service
• Administrative Assistant
• Accounting
• And more!

(317) 888-5700
707 South Madison Ave.  
Greenwood, IN 46143

ExpressIndySouth.com

In today’s competitive marketplace, successful companies are growing and innovating 
by hiring top talent. 

At Express, we help our clients quickly find top local talent allowing them to stay 
focused on other things.  Hiring is difficult and you need a resource that is looking for 
specialized talent everyday on your behalf.  We can help in the following areas:

BMV hires Mendez – The Indiana Bureau of 
Motor Vehicles has announced that Manuel 
(Manny) Mendez has been hired as Director 
of Program Management. Mendez comes to 
the BMV from the City of Indianapolis where 
he most recently served as Mayor Greg 
Ballard’s Director of the Department of Code 
Enforcement. 

Nuclear energy buys – With more nations 
embracing carbon regulation, nuclear energy 
is becoming the only large-scale way to 
produce electricity in an environmentally 
nonthreatening way. As a result, the sector 
is ripe for profits as more emerging market 
nations embrace the power form. Here are 
three nuclear energy plays to
1. Cameco Corporation (CCJ)
2. BWX Technologies (BWXT)
3. Flowserve (FLS)

- InvestorPlace.com

FINANCE DISPATCH
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* Subject to account type      ** Coming soon

©2015 The National Bank of Indianapolis   Member FDIC    

THE CONVENIENCE  
OF LOCAL BANKING,  

EVERYWHERE YOU GO

  Consumer Mobile Check Deposit

  Consumer Mobile Banking 

  Private Portrait Internet Banking 

  Private Portrait Online Bill Pay 

  Electronic Statements 

  U.S. ATM Surcharge Refunds*

  Apple Pay**

Convenient access lets you manage 
your accounts at home or on the go.

West Smith Valley Road and SR 135

882-8200

3418-05 Tech_Everywhere_Greenwood_4.7667x9.5.indd   1 7/21/15   12:54 PM

PERSONNEL MATTERS

Mike Heffner is the owner of the Greenwood Express 
Employment Professionals franchise. Contact Mike at mike.
heffner@expresspros.com or visit www.expressindysouth.
com.

Mike Heffner
COLUMNIST

As talent has become scarce, companies 
are changing their strategies on how 
they hire. The advice I have been 

sharing lately is the old adage – 
hire for talent, train for skill. The 
strongest characteristic that I see 
needed today is hiring people who 
can handle and solve problems. 
As companies evolve and grow, 
there’s no question that problems 
will arise – it’s a natural part of the 
business process. If these problems 
are not quickly addressed, they can 
multiply, fester and possibly have 
a negative impact on a company’s 
bottom line and competitive edge.

Problem solving is a skill that is rarely 
taught in school but is an aspect that suc-
cessful business leaders can teach to new 
employees. The key is to have a strong cul-
ture that allows workers to identify and feel 
empowered to solve the problems that arise. 
It’s important that businesses have leaders 
who understand that they can’t solve every 
problem for their staff, but that it’s their duty 
to help them learn to solve their own prob-
lems. True leaders don’t leave others out to 
dry when obstacles arise; instead, they use 
these situations to provide the tools they 
need for future occurrences, looking to 
build competence and overall confidence. 

I did some research and found an article 
on Forbes that identified the top 10 skills 
employers are looking for in 2015 graduates. 
It wasn’t surprising that the national study 
found the top skills employers are looking 
for in new hires are people who can thrive 
in a team environment and decisively solve 
problems.  As a business leader, I am more 
concerned with my employees’ abilities to 

think critically, communicate clearly and 
solve complex problems than I am about 
their undergraduate major. 

When interviewing applicants 
now, I find candidates with strong 
problem solving skills in short sup-
ply. The best way to confront this, 
specifically in today’s Millennials, 
is to encourage hard work in and 
out of the classroom and stress 
the importance of Internships and 
work experience. As a parent, I’ve 
also learned that I need to be an 
example of leadership and hard 
work for my children. If you are 
looking to teach these skills or are 
interviewing for these skills, here 
are the 4 things to look for in a 

good candidate.

Can the applicant
• Identify problems?
• Propose solutions?
• Evaluate options?
• Implement solutions?

Ask applicants to provide situations or 
projects they were involved with that were 
successful, and then follow up with ques-
tions about the four areas above. Look for 
specific examples of how they overcame ob-
stacles and found solutions.  The best hires 
are the ones that can articulate to you the 
successful outcomes and describe how they 
navigated the difficulties presented.  

Hire for talent and 
train for skill

Southside Businesses… 
YOUR BUSINESS CARD

COULD GO HERE!
For more information about

advertising in the  
Southside Business Leader monthly, 

call: (317) 300-8782
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3925 River Crossing Pkwy, Suite 300   |   Indianapolis, IN 46240   |   317.472.2200   |   info@somersetcpas.com

BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS,
DELIVERING  RESULTS.

somersetcpas.com

a client-focused, nationally-recognized accounting and advisory firm

BUSINESS LEADER Extra

PEER TO PEER

Howard Hubler can be reached at howard@hubler.com.

From time-to-time I write of my dinning 
escapades. When I eat, I generally sample 
non-franchise eateries if any are available. 

The interesting thing about this is 
that a person has an hour or so to test 
out the “bill of faire,” the service, and 
the overall ambience of a restaurant 
all while eating a meal. Today, with 
all of the TV shows and the like 
featuring eating establishments 
that we watch for recreation, 
most all Americans have become 
amateur foodies. Eating in a small 
family owned place is like sipping 
a new bottle of wine. We come to 
relax with friends, but we are now 
smelling, whiffing, and savoring 
everything from the wait staff to the restrooms 
and everything in between. This much I can say 
with amateur authority, these diners and dives 
and are divided into two classes; “these guys get 
it,” and, “these guys don’t get it.” Wonder why?

I have often prescribed to the theory that 
we must all be students of our vocational 
craft. The interesting thing about “rehab-
bing” houses or running a diner is that you 
just have to turn on the TV and there, in an 
enjoyable format, is your continuing educa-

tion. Do you ever wonder, should you vis-
it these local eateries as I do, does the staff 
and ownership of this joint ever watch those 

shows? 
How about the food prep? I 

will pay a couple of bucks more 
for breakfast items stacked on top 
of one another served in a skillet. 
Why? Presentation. Crinkly cut 
fries light blond in color on a light 
green melamine plate served with 
a dirty squirt bottle of Heinz finest 
has a value of 75-cents to me. Put 
thin dark fries with the skin still on 
them in a paper cup with pictures 
of whole potatoes on it, or in silver 
basket with a paper liner, and the 
price goes to $1.99! 

Extra time in presentation and food prep 
may drive food cost up, but I suggest it would 
only be marginally. As a business owner, 
though, consider this: the repeat business 
will more than offset the cost. We don’t want 
one-time visitors. We want repeat business! 
Take the extra time consider what it might 
take to have that return customer versus the 
one-and-done customer.  A little extra can go 
a long way.

Howard Hubler
COLUMNIST

Not so fine dining

Greg Tuzzio, general manager of the Olive 
Garden in Greenwood, has attained 
parent company Darden Restau-
rants’ Diamond Club status. He joins 
a group of top-performing General 
Managers recognized for their com-
mitment to delivering guest experi-
ences at the highest level, while mak-
ing a difference in the lives of guests, 
employees and in their community. 

“Greg demonstrates outstanding leader-
ship and dedication to his restaurant and 
team members, while always making our 

guests feel like family,” said Dave George, 
President of Olive Garden. “His pas-
sion for hospitality, his team mem-
bers and the Greenwood community 
make him an asset to our entire com-
pany.”

This year, Tuzzio joins an elite 
group of 42 General Managers select-
ed from the more than 800 Olive Gar-
den restaurants in North America. 

The Greenwood Olive Garden is located at 
1274 U.S. Highway 31.

Greenwood Olive Garden manager  
Tuzzio recognized nationally

AROUND TOWN

Terry Lee dealerships 
ranked in highly

For the third year, Terry Lee Honda in 
Avon has ranked in the Top 100 car dealer-
ships to work for out of 17,000 in the Unit-
ed States, according to Automotive News. 
Dealership owner Terry Lee attributed his 
Automotive News Awards to the family-like 
culture he strives to portray. Lee started off 
at Tom Wood before opening up a Chevro-
let dealership in Cincinnati. In a market of 
32 stores, Lee’s store made it to number one 
before he sold it in 2008 and began work on 
Terry Lee Honda in Avon.

Photos by Anna Skinner

Southside artists included 
in Hoosier Salon 91st 

Annual Exhibition
Four Johnson County artists were among 

the 126 artists statewide juried into the Hoo-
sier Salon’s 91st Annual Exhibition. Roy Bo-
swell of Franklin won an award for landscape 
work for his oil painting, Tranquility Reigns, 
and he has a second oil painting titled Kane's 
Wake in the exhibition. Other artists include 
Gary Jursik of Greenwood, an oil painting, 
Sweet Heat, oil; and Kathleen Rice of the 
Center Grove area of Greenwood, a mixed 
media piece titled Building Bridges.

The Hoosier Salon Annual Exhibition is 
Indiana’s longest-running art exhibition.  It 
is on display at the Eugene and Marilyn Glick 
Indiana History Center through Sept. 26. 
The exhibition features 153 works by 126 In-
diana artists. All works in the exhibition are 
available for sale. Admission to the Hoosier 
Salon 91st Annual Exhibition is included in 
admission to the Eugene and Marilyn Glick 
Indiana History Center: $7 for adults, $6.50 
for seniors 60 and older and $5 for youth 
ages 5 to 17. For more information, visit 
hoosiersalon.org.

Greenwood receives façade restoration grant
The city of Greenwood, in partnership, 

with Restore Old Town Greenwood, its 
Main Street organization, was awarded a 
$400,000 Main Street Revitalization Fa-
çade Restoration Grant from the Office of 
Community & Rural Affairs. Additionally, 
$578,722 from the Redevelopment Commis-
sion and $193,430 from the property own-
ers will finance the project. Twenty-two of 
the 33 downtown buildings will have their 
facades updated. 

The design phase will begin as soon as 
the grant is executed. Using the Downtown 
Revitalization Plan as the guide for the fa-

cades, a team from Axis Architecture will 
work with building owners to finalize eleva-
tions and develop design documents that 
are planned to be put out to bid in Novem-
ber. Construction is slated to begin in Jan-
uary. Companies interested in bidding on 
the project should contact: Kevin Cooper at 
Axis Architecture - kcooper@axisarch.com.
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Lori Lowe is a marriage blogger at MarriageGems.com. She 
is the author of First Kiss to Lasting Bliss: Hope & Inspiration 
for Your Marriage. Lori and her husband of 19 years live in 
Indianapolis with their two children.

By Lori D. Lowe
According to the Gottman Institute, two 

common patterns often reveal when a couple 
is likely to end up in an early divorce or late 
divorce. 

Couples who don’t make it more than a few 
years after their wedding day are those who 
are stuck in a negative cycle, says John Gott-
man, University of Washington psychologist 
and founder of the Gottman institute. 

What does it mean to get stuck in a nega-
tive cycle? The negative interactions and re-
sponses become so common as to be rather 
automatic, and the partner responds in kind 
to that negativity with more negativity. The 
friendship and affection that began in the re-
lationship fades further and further into the 
background.

“This negativity becomes all-encompass-
ing. They check in but they don’t check out. 
It’s like the roach hotel model. There’s a rap-
id deterioration of intimacy and friendship 
where they become one another’s adversary 
instead of one another’s friends,” he explains. 

It may seem rather obvious that these cou-
ples are doomed to fail. However, it is our nat-
ural reaction to lash out with negativity when 

we feel attacked. Either partner can stop this 
cycle by refusing to participate and by learn-
ing to build the friendship and affection back 
in. Of course, real problems may need to be 
addressed, but often we 
over-react to small per-
ceived failings or slights. 

For instance, if your 
spouse forgets to run an 
errand for you, don’t say 
that is a sign of lack of car-
ing when it may be just for-
getfulness or busyness. Re-
sponding with kindness or 
forgiveness can keep the 
cycle from spinning out of 
control. We need to have 
many more positive inter-
actions than negative ones 
to maintain a healthy rela-
tionship.

The couples who are predicted to expe-
rience a divorce much later are those who 
“agree to disagree” says Gottman. Around 16 
years after the wedding, at the time many par-
ents have teens, these couples end the mar-
riage because they refused to address their 
problems. In their decision to withdraw from 
all conflict, they didn’t resolve any real issues. 

As the years fly by, then may feel they are in 
an empty marriage. The marriage can last a 
long time but are called “hostile detached 
couples” and are often demonstrated by cou-

ples who rarely talk at meal 
times. 

So in deciding not to 
participate in the nega-
tive cycles of the first type 
of couple, we need to not 
pretend to have a relation-
ship, but rather work to ac-
tually maintain a healthy, 
loving relationship. Shar-
ing time together, build-
ing and maintaining good 
communication and affec-
tion, and working through 
real problems are all part of 
what successful couples do. 

Have you seen other couples in these cy-
cles? Is it harder to see yourself or others fall-
ing into these patterns? How can you build 
more positivity into your marriage?

MARRIAGE

What can lead to divorce?

Franciscan St. Francis 
Health assists patients 

affected by data breach
As Franciscan St. Francis Health contin-

ues to work with Medical Informatics En-
gineering (MIE) regarding their recent data 
breach, a large number of calls to their ser-
vice center – (866) 328-1987 – may result 
in long wait times. At the same time, there 
have been long waits on calls to Experian, 
the agency that will provide credit- and 
identity-protection services. Their number 
is (866) 579-4461. Franciscan St. Francis has 
set up a 24/7 toll-free line to answer ques-
tions to help navigate the processes with 
MIE and Experian.  Call 1-(888) 438-3638. 
Visit franciscanalliance.org/miebreachfaq/
pages/faqs.aspx to read more about the data 
breach.

AROUND TOWN

“Indy’s Oldest Heating & Cooling Co.”

317-639-1111 callthiele.com

FREE
2nd Opinion

Will be honored upon presentation of
Competitor Invoice at time of service.

Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 9/14/15.

132nd Anniversary Sale

$59.95
Air Conditioner
or Heat Pump

Tune Up
Must present at time of service.

Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Mon-Fri 8am-4pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 9/14/15.

132nd Anniversary Sale

Must present at time of service.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.

Thiele 639-1111. Expires 9/14/15.

132nd Anniversary Sale

FREE
10 Year Warranty

on the purchase
of an air conditioner

or heat pump

Save up to

$4801/2
price

Service call
Must present at time of service.

Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount
W/ paid repair. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 9/14/15. M-F 8-4

132nd Anniversary Sale

No Hassle Financing Available! WAC

Save
$45

2008 - 2014
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Getting to  
know Nicole…

What’s some advice you wish 
someone had given you when you 
were younger?
To always try your best. I look at it now and 
think I do try my best at everything I do, but I 
see a lot of people that are young usually do 
just enough to get by. It might just be good 
enough. People really should always try to 
do their best. People have expectations and 
as a young person you should try to meet 
and exceed them, not just meet them. By 
doing that it sets a good foundation for the 
future.

In your school-age years, is there a 
person who had a significant impact 
on you? Who and why?
My fourth grade teacher, at North Grove, 
Mrs. Glentzer. She did different things with 
her classroom. She actually taught French. 
We had French lessons every week. Her 
curriculum was always a little out of the 
norm. She always tried to infuse it with 
other things. I remember that she brought 
in a cow’s tongue; we did different things in 
school like tried different foods. She taught 
people to try different things and opened 
your eyes to all activities. It wasn’t your 
average fourth grade class. To this day, I still 
remember some of the phrases that she 
taught us in French. When I think about the 
things that I’m interested in as a person, that 
I like new experiences, I like to travel, that 
could have brought it out in me, or I clicked 
with what she offered.

What do you do in your free time?
I enjoy photography. We love traveling. 
I enjoy being outdoors, whether that be 
gardening, working in the yard, I walk three 
miles a day outside. We enjoy entertaining, 
so we love sitting out on our back patio and 
have a glass of wine or talk with friends. 
We have some great neighbors. If its’ nice 
outside, we eat most of our dinners outside. 
We enjoy biking. We try to find rides around 
town or state. The longest ride and probably 
biggest accomplishment was 62 miles using 
a mountain bike instead of a road bike. My 
husband has done the hilly hundred several 
times and has ridden across Indiana.

What are some goals you’d like to 
accomplish in the coming years?
It’s more for my son – my goal would be to 
be able to prepare him for a good education 
so that he can go off to college and be 
successful. At the end of the day, that’s 
what I’m (working) for, to provide him the 
opportunities and support that he needs to 
be successful in the future.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

By Nicole Davis
Nicole Mills says that she recently heard someone say busy is the 

new norm, and it’s certainly true for her family. Between working 
full-time, taking her son to tennis games and spending time doing 
things that her family enjoys, there’s not a lot of time for much else – 
and she’s enjoying it all.

Mills is a 1988 graduate of Center Grove High School. Her parents, 
Anne and Ade Judd, still reside in the Center Grove area. Through 
her school-age years, she was involved in the school’s German Club, 
National Honors Society and the marching band. 

While she was only in the band her first three years of high school, 
she says that was rewarding, allowing her to travel out of state and 
spend quality time with the other band members. The band placed 
second or third in state competitions each year that she participated.

“That was a great experience,” Mills says. “I think when you go into 
high school, you have a small circle of friends. Being involved in an 
activity, whether it’s band or anything else, that helps you get to know 
people and widens your circle of friends. That gives you something 
to belong to. I liked the competition and always having something 
to do.”

Reflecting back on her high school years, she says that Center 
Grove offered the students many opportunities to experience new 
things and have fun while they received their education.

“There were days that people dressed up a certain way,” Mills says. 
“People brought their huge John Deer tractors to school and parked 
them in the back of the parking lot. I thought that was fun. There 
were definitely a lot of activities: Kings Island days, when you’re in 
middle school you could go to D.C. or Chicago in fifth grade. Not a 
lot of schools offer those activities. I thought that was pretty neat.”

Mills graduated from Indiana University in 1992, majoring in Ger-
man and political science.

“A lot of people are afraid to go to a big college,” Mills says. “The 
one thing at the time, because Center Grove was a bigger high school 
and it still is, I felt like it made me not afraid to go to IU, a big school.”

Mills has worked at RCI in Indianapolis for 23 years. She is the se-
nior director of product implementation, managing a group of cer-
tified project managers who manage business and global products. 
She went back to school almost three years ago and earned her Mas-
ter of Business Administration at Indiana Wesleyan University with 
a concentration in management.

“I work for a great company,” Mills says. “I’ve been here so long that 
I’d love to stay here through retirement. Professionally I’ve achieved 
a lot already. I came in as an entry level associate here and worked 
a call center and have moved to an area where I’ve been now for 10 
years and manage a group of professionals who do things globally.”

Mills, who resides in Fishers, says that she enjoys spending time 

with her family. She is married to Bill Mills and has one son, Wil-
liam White. They like to travel as much as possible. She says that she 
spends a lot of time taking William, who is a high school freshman, 
to his tennis matches, as he plays year-round. 

FEATURE

Mills on the march
1988 Center Grove alumni, Nicole Mills continues  

to stay active with family, travel and work

Nicole Mills, William White and Bill Mills. Submitted Photo

…when you go into high school, you have a small circle of friends. 
Being involved in an activity, whether it’s band or anything else, that 

helps you get to know people and widens your circle of friends.  
That gives you something to belong to. I liked the competition 

and always having something to do. ~ Nicole Mills
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Flourishing with faithful family

Howard and Carol Dardeen say they feel 
blessed to have watched Emmanuel Church 
of Greenwood change and grow through 
the 30 years that they’ve attended. They say 
they’re excited to see what the future holds 
for the church, which plans to add another 
campus in Franklin.

“We felt like when they opened the Banta 
campus, that we would have a lot of empty 
seats (in Greenwood),” Carol says. “But it 
didn’t take long to fill it back up again. The 
general population is from Franklin so that’s 
why they decided to open the Franklin cam-
pus. Who knows which direction we’ll go af-
ter that?”

The Dardeens began attending Emmanu-
el Church right after moving to White Riv-
er Township in Greenwood. The preacher 
at the time was a friend of Carol’s. Carol is 
originally from the Southside of Indianapo-
lis, had her own wallpaper business for 12 
years, is a retired school teacher and cur-
rently works part-time with One Mission 
Society in Greenwood. Howard is originally 
from Terre Haute and is retired from the in-
surance business. They have two sons, Sean 
and Dax, and two grandchildren. 

Howard serves as an usher for Emman-
uel.  Carol previously taught 2 and 3-year-
olds in Sunday school. Howard coached the 
Upward Basketball program at the church, 
which no longer exists. 

With its two campuses, Emmanuel uses 
large television screens to broadcast the 
Sunday service at whichever campus Pastor 

Danny Anderson is not attending.
“It’s still feels life-like,” Carol says. “It 

makes it fun. It’s a different approach to 
reaching people and it’s working.”

What is it about your place of worship 
that helps you grow spiritually?

“We have a young pastor at 37 years old 
that loves the Lord with all of his heart 
and not only talks the talk but walks the 
walk. He’s very well-prepared every Sun-
day... He came over as our youth pastor. 
After six years, our senior pastor resigned. 
He took over. We lost a lot of members. 
We’ve stuck with Pastor Danny and have 
been grateful ever since. Our Greenwood 
church is running 2,500 or more. Banta 
church is about 700. We’re about to open 
another church. The growth is exciting.” 

– Howard
“We love Danny. He’s a good guy. He’s 

just like you and I. He doesn’t feel above 
anyone else.” – Carol

What is it about your place of worship 
that helps you feel connected to your 
spouse, children, parents or family?

“When Danny preaches to us, it’s like he’s 
talking directly to us. His preaching with the 
help of the Holy Spirit, you tend to get more 
close to your spouse.” – Howard

“He tries to make us accountable. We have 
small groups, we meet every Thursday night 
with our Life Group, and we tend to go over 
some of the things he has talked about.”  

– Carol

What is one meaningful event that has 
taken place at your place of worship?

“There’s a young man, Casey, in our church 
that began coming a few years ago. He was a 
muscle builder. He came to know the Lord 
and he in turn invited others he works out 
with at LA Fitness. They in turn accepted the 
Lord and Jesus as their savior. He was told he 
couldn’t have children. Through that prayer 
he and his wife have a beautiful baby girl.” 

– Howard
“We have two sons, a 46-year-old and 

41-year-old son with a mental disability. 
When he was first born, we questioned why, 
like many parents would do... As you go on, 

you’re not worried about why, you’re just 
concerned about raising that child. About 
two years after going to church, his care-
giver came to know Christ. Two more 
came to know Christ. I thought this is 
why. That was exciting. Two years ago we 
were invited to do a video in our home 
about Dax. That video was shown at both 
campuses and three or four more people 
came to know Christ. Those more people 
that would not have come to know Christ 
if we had not done that video. Dax was 
there. He’ll sit and watch Danny. We know 
he can’t understand everything that Dan-
ny says, but he laughs appropriately and 
seems to enjoy it.”  – Carol

Why would you recommend your place 
of worship to someone?

“It is exciting to attend and see the 
growth and see lost people get saved and 
become Christian. We now have close to 
4,000 in attendance each Sunday between 
both campuses.  We will soon be starting 

another satellite church in Franklin.” 
– Howard 

“It’s like a big family,” Carol says. “Even 
though you might not know the person sit-
ting in front of you, the praise is genuine and 
you feel like they’re family.”

Emmanuel Church – Greenwood
1640 W. Stones Crossing Rd.

Greenwood, IN 46143
(317)	535-9673	•	eclife.org

Compiled by Nicole Davis

Carol and Howard Dardeen

By Pastor Chris Philbeck
John Ruskin once said, “What we think or 

what we know or what we believe is, in the 
end, of little consequence.  The only conse-
quence is what we do.”  

Now, I have to take a little bit of an issue 
with that statement because, as a Christian, I 
know that what I believe matters. I’m talking 
about my faith. What I believe about God, 
about Jesus, about the Bible matters. At the 
same time, I understand that what I believe 
with regard to my faith is validated by what I 
do.  James was talking about when he wrote 
in James 1:22, “Do not merely listen to the 
word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what 
it says.”(NIV)  

James expressed the same truth a little 
later in James 2:14 when he asked the ques-
tion, “What good is it, my brothers, if a man 
claims to have faith but has no deeds?”(NIV)  
What we believe matters, but it’s what we do 
that counts.  

As Jack Canfield, the author of Chick-
en Soup for the Soul once said, “The world 
doesn’t pay you for what you know; it pays 
you for what you do.”  One of the reasons this 
is true is because it’s only when you do some-
thing … it’s only when you take action that 
you trigger all kinds of things that can car-
ry you to success.  When you do something, 
you give yourself a chance to meet people 
who can mentor you and support you, have 
experiences that can teach you and you dis-
cover opportunities you never knew existed.  

There are a host of good things that can be-

gin to flow into your life once you take action 
… once you do something. Years ago when 
I was a young preacher, I knew I needed a 
way to share my faith with others. I needed 
a way to give a clear and concise explanation 
of the gospel (the good news about Jesus). So 
one day I sat down and created a simple pre-
sentation based on the truth of God’s Word.  
Over the years, I have had great success and 
many great experiences with that same sim-
ple presentation.  

One day I was teaching it to a group of 
people in my church.  Afterwards a man ap-
proached me and said, “I don’t think I like 
your gospel presentation.”  I said, “Okay, tell 
me what presentation you use.”  He said, “I 
don’t really have one.”  I said, “I think I like 
mine better.”  What matters the most is what 
we do.  

Honestly, I’ve known lots of people like 
that man I just told you about. Maybe that 
describes you. Are you guilty of just think-
ing and critiquing and analyzing life but nev-
er taking any action? Are you always on the 
sideline second-guessing everything you see 
without ever getting in the game? What kind 
of life is that? Most of the people I know like 
that are negative and unhappy.  

My great encouragement today is to take 
some action. What have you been thinking 
about or talking about but not doing any-
thing about in your life? Change that today 
and change your life. It’s what you “do” that 
matters. 

Chris Philbeck is senior pastor of Mount Pleasant Christian 
Church. You may email him at inquiry@mpccministry.com 
or call (317) 881-6727.

Stop sitting there, do something

Howard and Carol Dardeen find excitement in watching Emmanuel Church  
of Greenwood grow through 30 years of attendance

FAITH

WHERE WE WORSHIP

DEVOTION

Photo by Nicole Davis
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Special Olympics Johnson County serves more than 200 athletes in year-round sports. 
Rita Abell, county coordinator, makes an effort to attend each and every one of those prac-
tices and games. It’s that type of dedication to the organization that earned her the 2015 Vol-
unteer of the Year award for her district.

“I was speechless.” Rita says. “There are so many volunteers out there that do so 
much that each and every one of them deserve the award as well. This is 
the first time anyone from our county won Volunteer of the Year, so 
that’s pretty awesome for us.”

Rita and her husband, Roger, have lived in the Center Grove 
area since 1992. They have two children, one daughter who 
currently resides in Kentucky, and one son who has a special 
need, and four grandchildren. 

“We have been doing Special Olympics since he was 
8-years-old,” Rita says. “Like most parents, when he is in-
volved, we’re involved.”

Rita left her job as a bookkeeper when she fell ill 
in 1997. She and Roger joined the board of direc-
tors for SOJC in 2000. She became county coor-
dinator, a volunteer position, in 2006. They both 
try to attend every game and practice, which Rita 
says is becoming more of a challenge as they con-
tinue to add programs. If she can’t make it to an event, 
she says the athletes will call or text her immediately 
after for an update of what she missed.

“We don’t get paid monetarily but we get paid 
big time in hugs and smiles,” she says. “The ath-
letes, when you go out there and see an athlete 
that has been trying to make a basket at practice and 
when they go to a game and make that basket, they’re 
all smiles and jumping up and down. I’m crying, I’m so 
happy for them. I’m beyond ecstatic for them. That’s 
what we do this for, to make the athletes feel good 
about themselves.”

Rita says that her biggest goals are to get more athletes 
involved at a younger age, become more involved in the 
schools and to focus more on outreach and creating aware-
ness of the programs offered. She says they can always use 
more volunteers. Learn more about the organization at soin-
diana.org. 

“We have just grown and grown as far as what we do,” Rita says. 
“For the kids, Special Olympics once you get really involved, it’s like 
one big family. We not only cheer for our team but the opponent’s team 
because we want athletes to succeed.”

Here, we learn more about our Center Grove ICON of the Month, Rita 
Abell:

What do you consider your greatest virtue? Service to 
Mankind, helping those with disabilities and also their 
families. I have been told my greatest virtue is always 
considering the needs of others before my own.

What do you most deplore in others? Child abuse and 
bullying in the community, the schools, and especially 
students bullying special need students.

What do you like most about living in Center Grove? 
We moved to the Center Grove area because of the schools 
in 1992 and stayed loving our friends, neighbors and church 
family. I like being close to the downtown attractions, Zoo,  
Children’s Museum, etc.

If you had to live anywhere else in the Metro Indianapolis area, where would it be?  
I am happy where I am at. (Unless a beach is moved to the Metro area).

If you could begin life over, what would you do?  
Continue and complete my college education.

If money was no issue, how would you spend it? Purchase a home for my special need 
son and perhaps a home near the beach for all of us, so we could have grandsons come visit. 
I would love to travel some too.

What makes you happiest? Making others happy warms my heart and I feel 
humbled many times. Seeing an athlete succeed, who has struggled, either 

bowling a spare or strike, making their first basket as basketball game, 
putting a hole in one at golf for the first time and much, much more, 

the look on the athlete’s face is priceless or when an athlete runs up 
to me and says “I did it, Rita!! I did it!” My heart is overjoyed for 

each one. Giving an athlete a Christmas gift, they are so touched 
by receiving anything at all.

What is your favorite vacation spot? We have vacationed at 
many beaches, so anywhere on the beach , where it is warm.

What do you do with idle time? Reading and playing on 
IPhone or IPad when I have a free moment.

What is it that make you most angry? When people make 
fun of, take advantage of or mistreat other, particularly 
those with disabilities and the mistreatment of animals.

What do you do to escape reality?  
Go to bed and read or lay on raft in our pool.

What or who is the greatest love of your life?  
My husband, Roger, we will be married 40 years in 

February, we met our senior year of high school.  
He is my best friend and soul mate. 

Which living person in Center Grove do you most admire? 
I admire many people in the area, especially  
parents of special need children (young & old),  
so hard to choose just one.

What is the quality you like most in men?  
Patience, humor, kindness.

What is the quality you like most in a woman? 
Nurturing, understanding humor and thoughtfulness.

What is your greatest extravagance? Having my hair 
cut, styled and highlighted or shopping for myself.

What are your fears/phobias? Disappointing others,  
letting them down is always a worry. I want to do  

and give 110 percent all the time.

What has been the happiest time of your life? Giving birth  
to my children and being with my daughter when  

each grandson was born. God is good!

Which talent would you most like to possess?  
The ability to play sports and help others more

What do you most value in your friends? 
Understanding, humor, honesty.

What historical figure do you most identify 
with? Eunice Shriver Kennedy, her passion 
helping people with special needs,  

to improve their self-respect.

What is your greatest regret?  
Having poor health, feeling limited what I can do now.

What tenet do you live by? Take one day at a time!  
“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” (Matthew 7:12) 
"Let me win, but if I cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt." 
(Special Olympics Oath)

Compiled by Nicole Davis

Rita Abell: Special Olympics Johnson County coordinator earns Volunteer of the Year

COMMUNITY ICON of the Month
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LAWN/LANDSCAPINGLAWN/LANDSCAPING

LAWN/LANDSCAPING

LAWN/LANDSCAPING

LAWN/LANDSCAPING

CONCRETE

$25 OFF$25 OFF
HEDGE TRIMMINGMULCH DELIVERY & REFRESHING

One coupon per residence. One coupon per residence. New customers only.

Cragen’s Lawn Service  LLC
Proudly serving commercial and residential properties since 1998

Specializing in: Spring/Fall Clean-up • Professional Mowing • Landscape Design 
& Installation • Tree & Shrub Planting • Retaining Walls • Mulch Refreshing • 

Deep Core Aeration • Lawn Seeding • Hedge Trimming • Maintenance…and more!
(317) 507-3767
Lawn Service

FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES • WORRY FREE • PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

LAWN SERVICE
Grant Key’s

F R E E  E S T I M AT E S
(317) 727-7999

email: keylawn@hotmail.com

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL  
HOA’S • CHURCHES

MOWING • LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE • MULCHING 
HEDGE TRIMMING • SNOW REMOVAL • SALTING/DEICING 

Your KEY 
to Quality 

Service
Specializing in…

CALL FOR ALL YOUR 
LANDSCAPING NEEDS

•  Tree & Shrub Removal and Installation 
•  Concrete Sidewalks, Patios & Driveways 
• Top Soil Deliveries, Drainage Issues

Office: 889-8423 or Cell: 319-2617
Family Owned & Operated Since 1950

Kenny Albers Landscaping

CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION
•  Driveways 
•  Sidewalks 
• Patios
Office: 889-8423   

Cell: 319-2617
Family Owned & Operated Since 1950

No Job
Too

Small!

Water Heaters, Tub Replacements and Much More!

859-9999

 $25 OFF
ANY PLUMBING REPAIR  

OR DRAIN CLEANINGCO88900054

      3 Generations of  

 Plumbing  
  Family  
   Tradition

 

CONCRETE  • GARAGE DOORS

LAWN/LANDSCAPING

Jeff’s Lawn  
& Landscaping

“Lawns Done Right”
Commercial & Residential~

Mowing, Trimming,
Mulching, Aerating,

Light hauling, Shrub Trimming
Spring & Fall Cleaning

(317) 523-7921
Insured FREE estimates!

HAULING

10% Senior 
Discount

JONES HAULING
2 Honest  

Family Men

•  H A U L I N G  •  L A N D S C A P I N G  •
MULCH, TOPSOIL, STONE & HAND-SPREAD IF NEEDED
Trash, Brush, Property Clean-Outs, Garage & Shed Demos  

FREE ESTIMATES • DISCOUNT FOR USABLE ITEMS
Call AJ (317) 781-0674  God Bless

WE TOX DROP & RECYCLE

TREE SERVICE • YARD CLEANUP

HAULING

Lawncare and Tree removaL ServiceS

Emergency or  
Scheduled Services

317-626-5973

Tree Removal • Junk Removal • Brush Piles
Property Cleanouts • Yard Waste Removal Demolition of Garages, 

Sheds, Fences, Decks and Swingsets

HAULING • INSTALLATION

GaraGe Doors
by John Walke

SALES • SERVICE
INSTALLATION

$285 1/2HP + 2 REMOTES 
INSTALLED COMPLETE

~~~~~~~~~~
BROKEN SPRINGS
STARTING AT $130 

INSTALLED
317.670.8037

GEORGE’S LAWN SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated Since 1990

Celebrating 25 Years of Service
Serving Indianapolis and Surrounding Areas • Commercial / Residential

317-359-2524
■ Mowing ■ Mulching ■ Shrub/Tree Planting
■ Shrub Trimming ■ Sodding & Seeding ■ Finish Grading
■ Lawn Maintenance ■ Spring & Fall Clean-up

Call us and ask about our spring special!
Visit our new website today:

www.georgeslawnserviceindy.com

Sunrise Landscape

Mowing, Landscaping,
Light Hauling,  

Rental Cleanouts,  
Garage Cleanouts,

Construction Clean-up,
Mulching

Gabe Beechler Owner
317-727-6516

Cell: 317-627-6853

Free Estimates

DECK & HOUSE
POWER-WASH PORCHES & 

PATIOS, PAINT & STAIN DECKS
FENCING & SIDING

I-A SERVICES

BASEMENT &  
GARAGE CLEANOUTS

Don’t be left in the dark about your coverages.
Call “Surge” for BUSINESS, AUTO, HOMEOWNERS, RENTERS

or LIFE Insurance today. Over 20 companies, one number.
317.377.1100        We do the shopping for you!

Burns Insurance Agency
The Gold Standard of Insurance

Phone: (317) 377-1100
Fax: (317) 536-3229

Email: info@insurewithburns.com
Web: www.insurewithburns.com

INSURANCE

• MOWING
• MULCHING/ROCKS 
• EDGING       • PRUNING
• BRUSH REMOVAL 
• GUTTER CLEANING 
• SMALL CRITTER CONTROL

Senior Discount • Insured/Free Estimates
Commercial & Residential

RH Hunt Enterprise
(317) 538-1362

 YARD CLEANUP

Southside  
Hauling

•Retired high school teacher
•Reasonable rates

Call today! 
(317)225-6964

LAWN/LANDSCAPING

CGH Lawn  
and Landscape

             “Quality Service at an Affordable Price”
• Mulching • Edging
• Mowing • Pruning
• Lawn treatments • Snow removal
• Landscape design and install • Spring and fall clean-up

Call 317-400-8257  
for your FREE estimate!

STUMP REMOVAL,  
BRUSH & TRASH HAULING 

 HAULING OF ANY KIND
YARD CLEANUP &

SMALL TREES
 CALL JIM AT  

317-366-1094 or 
 317-407-0044

CONCRETE 
CONSTRUCTION

DRIVEWAYS, PATIOS, WALKS, 
POWER WASHING, AND 
CONCRETE STAINING

NO WORK TOO SMALL 
FREE ESTIMATES • INS.
Residential & Commercial

T. Jenkins

CELL 750-7428

This space is reserved
for YOUR business 

advertisement!
Place your ad in the SERVICE GUIDE
Call (317) 300-8782 for more information.



See what our family can do for yours. Friendly faces, inviting spaces, and a full 

spectrum of professional care help people get back to living the life they love 

as quickly as possible – that’s what our STARS program is all about. Call us today 

at (317) 535-3344 to schedule a “prehab” tour or visit www.aspentrace.us.

3154 South SR 135, Greenwood, Indiana 46143

Aspen Trace offers Rehabilitation, Memory Care, Assisted Living, and Long-term Care

Where you’ll find all this and more:

 CarDon’s signature STARS program 

 for inpatient/outpatient rehabilitation 

 from illness, injury, surgery, or other 

 challenges

 A full range of professional therapies 

 and skilled nursing care

 Progressive therapy gym and private 

 suites in a beautiful neighborhood


