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One measure of a healthy economy is un-
employment figures. The lower the number, 
the better the health of 
a community. The state 
celebrates when a com-
pany announces a ma-
jor expansion or when 
a company decides to 
move jobs to Indiana. 

Those are, indeed, 
events worth celebrat-
ing.

Too often, though, 
getting jobs to Indiana 
is only a part of the chal-
lenge. We also need to 
get people to the jobs, 
and in that effort there’s 
often a link missing: 
transportation. Some 
people in Indiana can’t 
get to the jobs for which 
they are qualified be-
cause Indiana does not 
have adequate public transportation. 

It’s time Indiana strengthened the services 
that connect people to jobs by increasing its 
Public Mass Transportation Fund (PMTF). 

That Fund, which supports public transporta-
tion across the state, has remained at the same 
level – $42.5 million – for seven years, even 
though demand for and interest in transit has 
grown considerably. 

If you’re like most 
people, when you hear 
someone talk about 
public transporta-
tion, you think of cities. 
That’s understandable 
– after all, you see the 
biggest transit systems 
and biggest busses in the 
biggest cities. 

But public transpor-
tation is also an issue for 
rural communities. In 
fact, people living in ru-
ral areas often have even 
bigger challenges get-
ting to jobs than people 
who live in cities. Many 
rural areas have no pub-
lic transportation at all; 
others offer limited ser-
vice. 

In our county, Access Johnson County has 
been around since 1999. Funded through a va-
riety of federal and local grants, it operates as 

a demand-response program, which means it 
allows people to call 24 hours in advance to 
schedule a ride anywhere in Johnson County 
between 6 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. It offers flexi-
ble-fixed routes (if the route doesn’t get you to 
your destination, the bus will deviate up to a 
mile from the route) and costs just $1 one-way 
($2 if you need the flexible route). In addition, 
every 30 minutes, a fixed-route bus runs along 
U.S. 31 from Franklin to Greenwood. 

With this system, Access Johnson County 
gets people to work, gets people to school, 
allows older adults to age in place and even 
helps parents provide transportation before 
and after school for their kids. Unfortunate-
ly, some federal grants that fund part of the 
program have expired, so routes had to be cut 
back, and it hurts. 

If the economic health of our state relies on 
employment, then we should be doing all we 
can to make sure all available workers can get 
to jobs. 

Let your legislators know you want Hoo-
siers to have the opportunity to not just get 
jobs, but to get to their jobs. 

Becky Allen,  
Transportation director,  

Access Johnson County

READERS’ WRITES

Rural Indiana benefits from public transit too

VIEWS

COMMUNITY

All three Center 
Grove Varsity Choirs re-
ceived top honors during 
the Huntington North 
Midwest Showcase on 
Feb. 28. Sound System, 
pictured, won Grand 
Champion in the Mixed 
Division. They also took 
home caption awards 
for Best Visual and Best 
Vocals. Junior, Katie 
Swaney was named Best 
Performer. 

The Debtones won 
Grand Champion in the 
Unisex Division. They 
also collected caption 
awards for Best Visual 
and Best Vocals. Senior, 
Abby Tuttle, was named 
Best Performer. 

Center Grove’s Varsity 
Concert Choir, the CG 
Singers also received a Grand Champion for 
their performance.  Sophomore, Sara Porter 

also received first place in her Classical Solo 
competition.

The Center Grove choirs are directed by Jen-

nifer Dice and Jared Norman, choreographed 
by Andy Haines, assisted by Jeff Goodspeed 
and accompanied by Greg Sanders.  

Center Grove choirs sweep competition

AROUND TOWN
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MONTHLY QUOTE

VIEWS

OUR VIEW

BELIEVE IT!
Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each month, we’ll 
share one with you.… 
In Nebraska, drivers on mountains should drive 
with caution near the right hand edge of the high-
way – there are no mountains in Nebraska!

 -dumblaws.com

FROM the PUBLISHER

Rick Myers
PUBLISHER

Rick Myers is co-owner of Times-Leader Publications, LLC.,  
publisher of Center Grove ICON, Southside Business Leader and 
The Southside Times. Write him at news@myicon.info.

What a saint!
The Center Grove ICON Family would like 

to wish you and yours a Happy Saint Patrick’s 
Day! Or, as they say across the pond, “Bean-
nachtaí na Féile Pádraig!” (Don’t worry, we 
have no idea how to pronounce that either.)

We carry on the centuries-old religious 
celebration in the United States by donning 
green apparel, sporting shamrocks and con-
suming copious amounts of adult beverages, 
but there’s a bit more to the story than that.

The reasoning behind the shamrock, ac-
cording to legend, is that St. Patrick used the 
clover to explain the Holy Trinity while evan-
gelizing the Irish during the 5th century A.D. 
The green comes from the flag of the province 
of Leinster in Ireland—a golden Irish harp 
against a rich, green background (symbolizing 
the green fields of Ireland). Also, the “wear-
ing of the green” phrase comes from a song 
sang during the Irish Rebellion of 1798—dur-
ing which the Irish rebelled (unsuccessfully) 
against British rule.

And we’ve been celebrating St. Patrick’s 
Day here in the United States ever since the 
late 18th century.

Now you can impress all your friends with 
your St. Patrick’s Day knowledge, as long as 
you can remember it all after a few drinks!

…………………
We’d also like to welcome spring to Center 

Grove—the first official day marking the sea-
son is March 20 on a new moon. While many 
of us may still be reeling from the “spring for-
ward,” now we get to look forward to “fall-
ing back” in November. Not to mention the 
warmer weather and resurgence of green in 
our landscapes as the dull browns and grays 
of winter melt away. Do you think maybe the 
return of greenery has something to do with 
our celebration of St. Patrick’s Day here in the 
States?

A different kind
of March madness

The media has been drawing attention to 
several recent incidents involving bench-
clearing brawls at high school and middle 

school basketball games, right here in our state 
and in Indianapolis.

As a society, this phe-
nomenon is telling. Win 
at whatever cost; sports-
manship doesn’t mat-
ter – there is something 
more important than 
simply playing a game 
and learning from the 
emotion of winning or 
losing. More often than 
not, overzealous parents 
are the root cause of the 
problem. They fuel the behavior – parents who 
are living vicariously through their athletic 
children. It’s a sad state, especially when they 
join in the bench-clearing antics.

I have an academic background in youth de-
velopment and studied sports and how it plays 
out in youth development – especially when 
parents get too involved in the game. I could 
go on and on. 

I personally love sports and believe they can 
be used as a positive youth development tool. I 
know in Center Grove there are many wonder-
ful coaches who help kids achieve their athletic 
goals and it is, indeed, a positive experience.

But for those kids who have no interest in 
athletics, there are other ways to develop life-
long interests. That’s why we put together 
Summer Camps 2015.

With the frigid temperatures we’ve been 
experiencing this winter, it may be difficult to 
think about summer camps already but the sun 
will be out and the heat waves will come rolling 
in before you know it. 

Our team enjoys putting this special section 
together each year and we want to continue to 
make it better each year. 

I care deeply about the healthy development 
of young people – I try to shy from clichés, but 
our kids truly are the future.  And when you be-
come and old guy like me you realize that you 
will one day be more dependent on them than 
you ever wished.

If you have ideas on how we can enhance 
this section next year, please let me know by 
contacting me at rick@myicon.info.

Gus Pearcy is a contributing columnist to the Center Grove 
ICON. He may be reached at (317) 403-6485 or pearcy.
gus@sbcglobal.net. Gus blogs frequently at guspearcy 
communications.wordpress.com.

One of the benefits of the global 
experience is understanding that 
other cultures have their 

own sayings. One of my favorites is 
a Polish idiom, not my circus, not my 
monkeys. It basically means: Not my 
problem.

Nick Saban, football coach of Al-
abama University, earns $7 million 
because he has a system.

It’s all about the process, Saban 
believes.

If you don’t follow the process, 
you don’t get to play for Coach Sa-
ban.

Similarly, legendary UCLA bas-
ketball coach and Hoosier John Wooden be-
lieved so much in his culture that when Bill 
Walton told the coach during his champion-
ship senior year that he wasn’t getting a hair-
cut team rules, Wooden said, “We’re going to 
miss you.”

Of course, leadership isn’t always so drastic, 
plus there must be gentler ways of getting em-
ployee buy in, right?

Not my circus
There are clues that should indicate wheth-

er you have employee buy in or not. Should 
you hear the phrase, “Not my circus,” around 
the office or in company-wide memos, you 
have a problem. Should employees avert their 
eyes in your presence or give you a Third 
Reich salute from behind, you might have a 
problem with your culture. This means that 
the employees are not onboard with compa-
ny processes. They are not accepting respon-
sibility for the outcomes. They are divorcing 
themselves from total commitment. They are 
not engaged.

Disengaged employees usually don’t con-
tribute to the overall mission. You can’t always 

fire them on the spot. This fear tactic adds to 
increased healthcare costs in the form of vis-

its to psychiatrists. The last thing 
you need is a martyr highlight-
ing your indifference to employ-
ees. Even if you didn’t directly hire 
them, you likely hired someone who 
did and you need to show that you 
have confidence in everyone in your 
company.

Any space between employee and 
executive visions may be disastrous 
to success. So here are a few sugges-
tions for getting all to ride the same 
train of excitement, enthusiasm, 
and love the process.

Remind all personnel that what they do 
matters. Be careful to relate it to your custom-
ers or a higher purpose than enriching your 
bank account. Give them the old “win one for 
the Gipper” battle cry or something similar 
and not so clichèd. A higher purpose is always 
a motivating strategy.

Whenever possible, lead from among. Be 
accessible and open to your staff and employ-
ees. Get in there and understand their issues. 
Play undercover boss but leave the fake mus-
tache at home. Be sure to embody your vision 
and not preach from on high. Lead by exam-
ple, for crying out loud.

Finally, make sure they own the fleas. Give 
them the power to do what is necessary to 
achieve the overarching goal of your organi-
zation. Should they see a need or have an idea 
to fix a problem, encourage them to act. Give 
your employees as much autonomy as you can 
and you will see a big difference in attitude 
and motivation.

Gus Pearcy
COLUMNIST

Not my circus; not my fleas

I try to shy from clichés, but 
our kids truly are the future. 

“Be a first-rate version  
of yourself, instead  

of a second-rate version  
of somebody else.”

~ Judy Garland



2014 – 2015 Inspiring Health

Our nationally recognized Emergency 
Heart Attack Response Team at 
Franciscan St. FrancisHealth – Indianapolis 
is ready to perform emergency heart and 
vascular procedures, around the clock, 
every day. We are the only hospital in 
Indianapolis ranked Top 2% in the nation 
for Overall Heart Care by Healthgrades®. 
Our team has one of the best rankings for 
successful outcomes in Indiana, so you’ll 
know your heart is in the right place. 

Assess your risk of heart attack. 
Call 1-877-888-1777. Mention code 
H49P and get a Heart Scan for just $49.

WHEN A HEART 
ATTACK STRIKES, 
TRUST INDY’S 
ONLY TOP 2%
RANKED HOSPITAL
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By Nicole Davis
Coming to Center Grove from Colorado, 

Art DeBruyn will begin serving as lead pastor 
at Center Grove Church on March 15. While 
many pastors may take a couple of weeks to 
settle their family into the area, Art has cho-
sen to “hit the ground running.” 

“He’s an amazing pastor,” says Mark Landis, 
worship ministry director at the church. “I’m 
excited about him as a person as well as the 
leadership he will provide to our church... It 
was unanimously voted upon in the congrega-
tion which is very unheard of 
and was a unanimous vote in 
our council meeting.”

Art’s family will remain in 
Colorado until his daughter 
can finish her school year in 
June. Art will travel to Center 
Grove each Wednesday, stay-
ing with church members and 
flying home Sunday evenings 
until his family can relocate to 
the area. This, he says, will al-
low him the opportunity to fo-
cus on building relationships 
before summer, when people 
may be going on vacations and 
focusing on warm-weather ac-
tivities.

“I talked to the leadership of 
Center Grove and said I don’t 
want to lose that opportunity to build a sort 
of momentum with the congregation be-
fore the summer hits,” Art says. “I proposed, 
‘why don’t I start March 15?’ I can be at Cen-
ter Grove and really focus on building rela-
tionships within the church and not have to 
worry about settling with my family in a new 
home and new town. I will have already had 
10 weeks to get established and build relation-
ships before my family moves.”

Art says his background is different from 
many pastors’. Having grown up in an atheist 
household, he says he didn’t find his faith in 
Christianity until later in life. He had previ-
ously served in the U.S. Army and as a trial 
attorney.

“God finally got a hold of me in a very real, 
substantial way that really grabbed me by the 
neck and shook me and woke me up to a larg-
er reality,” Art says. “It gives me an insight I 
think to a lot of people who left the faith, have 
a misperception of the faith or never encoun-
tered the faith. I love having dialogues with 
people who used to be me. I think that’s what 
I bring, personally, to the position.”

Art was baptized in March of 1997 at Fifth 

Reformed Church, where he was residing in 
Grand Rapids, Mich. That community asked 
him to become their youth pastor in 2001, 
where he served until 2007. He earned his 
Master of Divinity in 2006. He then went to 
serve as senior pastor of Crestview Church in 
Boulder, Colo.

Art says he and his wife, Christy, began 
to feel like their time in Colorado should be 
coming to an end. They began the process of 
discernment, or decided what to do next. He 
says an ad that Center Grove Church placed 
with the Christian Reform Church caught his 
attention. 

“There are a number of churches I applied 
to in the process,” Art says. “This one quick-
ly rose to the top for us. It was the location 
and their newness to the denomination that 
caught my interest.”

Center Grove Church conducted a video 
interview with Art, followed by a face-to-face 
interview in November. He and Christy visit-
ed the church in January. He delivered his first 
sermon in February, followed by a congrega-
tional vote which resulted in the selection of 
him as the church’s pastor.

“My overall philosophy is if a church closed 
its doors, would the community notice?” Art 
says, “Would it be missed? The buzzword is 
relevant – are you relevant?… I think that’s 
a shared goal of myself and of Center Grove. 
We talked in length of ‘how do you engage 
with your surroundings?’ Center Grove just 
impressed me by opening up their space to 
that (the arts). I was there in November, just 
as they were ramping up to do the Shrek pro-
duction, so they had transformed the sanctu-
ary into a musical set. They understand they 
have a mission to the community and to the 
wider world.”

FEATURE

Community connection

From left, Casey (age 15), Megan (age 20), Allison (age 24)  
with their parents Christy and Art DeBruyn.

Art DeBruyn will serve as Center Grove Church’s  
new pastor beginning March 15

Submitted Photo

By Eric Ellis
Despite the disappointing lack of hover 

boards in the year 2015, last month’s 9th An-
nual Gala for the Grove was a spectacle to be-
hold.

The Center Grove Education Foundation’s 
aptly titled “To the Future Together” was not 
only a play on the 1985 classic Back to the Fu-
ture, but a celebration of the Center Grove 
High School classes of 1965, 1990 and 2005 
and “looking toward the future together.”

Carla Johnson, Executive Director of the 
CGEF, said: “The 2015 Gala for the Grove was 
all the committee could have hoped for, and 
more. It was such a privilege to honor our 
alumni classes, and especially General Um-
barger for his many accomplishments and as 
an exemplary representative of  the CGHS 
class of 1965.”

For more information about the CGEF, visit 
centergrovefoundation.org or call (317) 881-
9326, ext. 1530 to become a member, donate, 
or support.

FOCUS

Gala celebrates a night of 
Center Grove excellence

Above: VIP guests were admitted early for a sneak peek at the items up for grabs in the silent auction.

Below: From left, Carla Johnson, Dr. Bill Long, General R. Martin Umbarger and his wife, Rowana. 

Photo by Eric Ellis

Submitted Photo
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Sweet ‘n Flour
By Nicole Davis

Laura’s Bakery and Cake Studio celebrated 
its grand opening and ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny on March 9. The business has grown tre-
mendously since it established the retail loca-
tion in December, and owner Laura Ehringer 
says that’s due to more than just her baking 
and decorating skills. 

As a full-time counselor at Whiteland 
Community High School for the past 10 years, 
Laura says she understands the importance of 
being a good listener and showing her cus-
tomers that they are not just another number. 
She says she enjoys when a customer doesn’t 
know exactly what they want 
in a cake, because she can talk 
with them and discover the 
solution to make each person 
happy.

 “I really want to be tied 
into the community,” Laura 
says. “I want it to be a family 
bakery. They’re not just get-
ting something that’s been 
shipped in. We live here in 
Greenwood. I want to really 
tie it in with the Greenwood 
crowd. If they call, they can 
talk to me. I want it to be a 
personal service.”

Laura says she has loved 
baking since she was a child, 
but her interest grew with 
the birth of her oldest of two 
daughters. She decided to bake a special cake 
for her daughter’s birthday, decorating it by 
hand. She began making cakes for family and 
friends. As requests increased, she says her 
husband, Mike, asked why she wasn’t doing 
all of this work for money. They started the 
business out of their Greenwood home a lit-
tle more than a year ago, concentrating on 
cakes and renting a kitchen so they could be 
licensed by the board of health. They became 
a preferred vendor with David’s Bridal a year 
ago in February, and go to the Greenwood 
store regularly on the weekends to pass out 
cake samples.

Laura says they gradually outgrew the space 
in their home and she really wanted a retail es-
tablishment where she could offer more than 
wedding cakes. She and Mike began look-
ing for the perfect spot last fall, and say they 
found it at 399 State Rd. 135, Greenwood.

“As soon as I walked in, I said, ‘I have to 
have it,’” Laura says. “Within a week we were 

moving our stuff in. It was a 
very quick turnaround... De-
cember we were “open” but we didn’t have our 
signage up or anything. We were just trying to 
fill orders that had already been placed.”

Laura’s Bakery is a full-service bakery, of-
fering cookies, brownies, cupcakes, cinna-
mon rolls and more all baked from scratch. 
They have partnered with 
Square Donuts to provide 
fresh doughnuts, the only 
item not baked in-house.

 “I want to make sure 
that everyone who walks 
in can find something that 
they like,” Laura says. “You 
have your doughnut crowd 
and there are people that 
that’s all they want. Maybe 
someone just wants a cup-
cake. We want to make sure they have that. 
We wanted to make sure we have a little bit of 
everything out there. We want to have some-

thing fun for the kids. A little variety is good.”
The bakery is up to 11 employees, three 

full-time and the rest part-time. She says the 
community and business leaders in the area 
have been very supportive of them, which 
has contributed to the bakery’s growth. In the 
long-run, she says it’s that community sup-

port, continuing to build 
upon their good reputa-
tion, keeping their stan-
dards high and being cre-
ative and fun will be the 
keys to success.

“We are willing to do 
just about anything the 
customer asks if it’s with-
in our power,” Laura says. 
“We make everything 

from scratch. Our buttercream is one of the 
things we’re known for. A lot of bakeries, 
you’re not going to get the real deal. You’re go-

ing to get Crisco. We use real butter.”
Laura continues to work full-time at both 

jobs: the high school and the bakery. She says 
having enough time has been the biggest chal-
lenge, and she’ll eventually leave the school as 
the business continues to grow.

 “I love my job at school,” Laura says. “I love 
the people I work with. I love the families 
there, the relationships that I’ve formed with 
families and past students. I still keep in touch 
with past students. But I love this job, too. 
It’s really hard on me to do both. When I’m 
at school, I’m 100 percent focused on school. 
When I’m here, I’m 100 percent here. It will be 
hard on me to leave that job because of the re-
lationships I have with coworkers and families 
there. At some point, this (the bakery) is what 
I want to do full-time.”

COVER STORY

Laura Ehringer sees growth in  
Laura’s Bakery and Cake Studio,  
based in White River Township,  
with the community’s support

Laura’s Bakery  
and Cake Studio 
399 State Road 135 S. 
Greenwood, IN  46142 

(317) 362-5463 
laurasbakeryandcakestudio.com

Getting to know Laura 
and Mike Ehringer

•	 We love dogs. We want to eventually 
explore dog treats here at the bakery.

•	 We’re parents. We have two 
daughters in college, who are helping 
us here during their spring breaks.

•	 We joke about our spare time. We 
don’t have any spare time. Time is a 
precious commodity.

Above, left: Cupcakes and cookies at Laura’s Bakery and Cake Studio. Above, right: Mike and Laura Ehringer with a custom cake.

Photos by Nicole Davis
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IN OUR SCHOOLS

March in Indiana means one thing: basketball. The Johnson County 
Museum has a bit of a basketball mystery on its hands. When double 
checking the information for this month’s photograph, it appears to 
be different from the information the museum was initially given. The 
museum believes this photo is from the 1965-1966 season and the 
Center Grove player is Jim Kleingartner. If the season correct, Center 
Grove lost the game to Whiteland 73-71 in a heartbreaker. The John-
son County Museum is seeking more information about this photo. 
Please contact the museum if you can help: (317) 346-4500.

Can you solve this
March mystery?

CG ARCHITECTURE & HISTORY

Compiled by David Pfeiffer, Katie Mosley
and Kelsey Perrigo
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Center Grove High School student and violinist 
Lisa Kim was chosen to perform with the Indianapo-
lis Symphony Orchestra (ISO) as part of their Side-
by-Side program. The program features high school 
students from all over the state. The students are au-
ditioned and coached by members of the symphony. 
They then perform a concert featuring the 100+ piece 
orchestra of students and professionals. The concert 
was on March 4 at the Hilbert Circle Theatre in down-
town Indianapolis. 

CGHS musician to participate 
in Side-by-Side Orchestra

The Lilly Endowment has awarded $10,000 grants to Middle School Central Principal 
Nora Hoover and Center Grove Elementary Fourth Grade Teacher Stephen Blackburn. They 

were chosen from a pool of 500 teachers, principals, 
guidance counselors, and school media specialists 
from around the state. 

The Teacher Creativity Fellowship Program en-
courages educators to tend to their own intellectual, 
emotional, and physical well-being so that they are 
better able to engage and challenge their students. 

Nora Hoover plans to use her grant for a project 
titled “Messages Whispered in the Wind: What the 
Tree Told the Teacher”. In her application, she said 
she would use the grant to find inspiration from trees 

that have survived a range of circumstances, including lightning, time, adverse weather and 
growing conditions; and create a book of reflections and photographs illustrating the lessons 
learned from trees.

Stephen Blackburn plans to use his grant for a project entitled “Predators on the Prowl." In 
his application, Blackburn said he would like to study large predators across North America 
and South Africa, including wolves, grizzly bears, lions and hippos; dive with great white 
sharks; and start and environmental club at school.

Lilly Creativity Grants
awarded to Hoover, Blackburn 

Stephen BlackburnNora Hoover

Center Grove Middle School North 8th grade science teacher Jeff Peterson is among 28 
educators selected by NASA to participate in its Stratospheric Observatory for Infrared 
Astronomy (SOFIA) program. The flying observatory is built in a highly modified Boeing 
747SP jetliner and carries a 100-inch effective diameter telescope. It is fitted with instru-

ments that collect data at infrared wavelengths. SOFIA flies at altitudes 
between 39,000 and 45,000 feet on 10-hour overnight science missions. 
Educators will be paired into two-person teams. Each team will complete 
a graduate credit astronomy course and then will be paired with a team 
of professional astronomers conducting science flights aboard SOFIA. 
After their flight experiences, ambassadors take what they’ve learned 
from the program into their classroom and communities to relate the 
scientific discovery process and its value to society. Peterson’s flight has 
not yet been scheduled, but is expected to fall between May and Septem-
ber of this year.Jeff Peterson

CG teacher among those  
chosen for NASA Program
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“I have volunteered as a board member for the Center Grove Lassie 
League since 2012.  My wish is  for our league to add two more 
diamonds and host the Softball World Series.  With continued 
community support, I hope that our contributions will soon make 
the dream a reality.  Imagine the impact of hosting a major sporting 
event in Center Grove and the opportunities it would present for 
the young girls in our community!”

Debbie Lambert of Center Grove

Q: What is your dream contribution 
(to your community, state, nation,  

or humanity) and why?

face to face

Visit us online and post your community news!
facebook.com/CenterGroveICON

AN OPTION

Edelweiss Restaurant
The scoop: If you have never driven into 
German Park and spent an evening at the 
Edelweiss Restaurant you might want to 
consider it. If you are familiar with German 
dishes, you will find many favorites on the 
menu: Sauerbraten, Bayrisher Schweinebrate, 
Jägerschnitzel, Wiener Schnitzel, Sauerkraut, 
Strudel deserts, and many others. If you have 
not eaten at a German restaurant, stop by 
on a Wednesday evening and try many of 
these dishes on “All You Can Eat” Buffet. The 
Wesdnesday buffet is only $12.95 per person 
and arrive early because this is a popular 
night at the Edelweiss. If you prefer to eat 
something more familiar, the Edelweiss also 
serves several American specialties including 
a bistro filet, boneless chicken breast, deep 
fried whitefish, and a bacon cheeseburger. 
The restaurant hosts a number of events from 
German language classes, culture nights, and 
live music evenings. Coming up, March 28 
is the annual hunting feast, Jagerfest! Make 
your reservations today. 

Type of food: German and American food

Recommendation: Sauerbraten or Pork 
Schnitzel 

Hours: Option Tuesday through Saturday  
5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Location: 8602 S. Meridian St. in Indianapolis, 
IN 46217

Phone: (317) 888-6940

Jägerschnitzel – a hand-cut, tenderized pork loin 
lightly grilled and served with a creamy white wine 
mushroom sauce.  The sides are German potato salad 
and kraut. 

BEHIND BARS
Fat Frog

Bartender:  
Ashleigh Kilgard

Location: McGilvory’s 
Taphouse, 8249 S U.S. 
31, Indianapolis, IN 
46227. (317) 300-1104.

Ingredients and 
directions: Fill a pint 
glass with ice. Add ¾ 
shot of Bacardi “O” and Midori Liqueur. Top 
with Smirnoff Ice. Garnish with an orange 
slice and cherry. 

TWEET of the MONTH

Photos by Brian Ruckle

FIRST Team 4272  
@Team4272  
posted on March 1

“We gave  
@RedAlert1741  

our ‘Best Brand’ award  
for their great  

team branding!”

WHERE I DINE
Jon Wright, IT Indianapolis, 520 State Rd. 135 in Greenwood. 
Phone:(317) 215-7224

Where do you like to dine? Hal’s Fabulous Vegas Bar & Grille

What do you like to eat there? Seared tuna for appetizer and for 
entree I like their fillet.

What do you like about this place? The atmosphere is quiet and 
upscale. Recently they renovated and added a bunch of TVs. You can 
always find the game you want to watch without dealing with some 
of the noise and congestion of some of the more crowded places. 

Hal’s Fabulous Vegas Bar & Grille is located at 1133 State Rd 135 in Greenwood, IN 46142.  
The phone number is (317) 888-3427.

Want to Advertise?
Call Now! (317) 300-8782

“I would love to open an animal rescue, a not-for-profit organization 
and a charity for animals. Animals are so helpless and shelters don’t 
give them all the care and attention that they need and they end 
up killing many of the animals. I would love to start a no-kill animal 
shelter that takes good care of these animals and find them a good 
home.”

Mindy Hill of Center Grove

“My dream contribution would be to build an indoor stadium so 
the head high school football coach Eric Moore from Center Grove 
would be able to train the athletes in a better facility.”

Johnny Rees of Center Grove

“My mother and I are working on putting together a domestic 
violence shelter for women in Johnson County. There isn’t one 
in Johnson County. We usually send women to The Julian Center 
(Shelter). There has been a drastic increase in domestic violence 
reports in Johnson County and then all the shelters they are 
reporting to are full. It came up in church through a ministry and so 
we started talking about it.”

Heather Falks of Center Grove  
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By Nicole Davis
More than 100 youth ages 8 to 18 audi-

tioned for Center Grove Fine Arts Acade-
my’s Music Man to be performed in April, for 
which Director Kathy Phipps says they decid-
ed to cast them all. To give everyone a chance 
to perform, Phipps says they double-casted 
the speaking parts and increased the number 
of performances from one weekend to two.

“It’s an amazing thing to hear 100 children 
singing,” Phipps says. “The group numbers are 
so powerful. It’s such a beautiful sound. It will 

be an enjoyable evening.”
CGFAA, through Center Grove Church, 

hosted its first-ever musical, Godspell, last 
July with 30 youth auditioning. They host-
ed Shrek the Musical in November with 60 

auditioning. That cast was approximate-
ly 50. CGFAA will present Music Man 
with its largest cast on April 17-19 and  
24-26, Fridays at 7 p.m.; Saturdays at 2 
and 7 p.m.; and Sundays at 3:30 p.m. at the 
church, 340 S. State Rd. 135, Greenwood. 
Cost of admission is $5 for adults and $3 
for children.

“Music Man is a classic golden-age mu-
sical show that many people have grown 
up loving,” Phipps says. “The music is 

beautiful. The story is great and the mu-
sic is great. It’s some of the best 
music that’s ever been writ-
ten for musical theatre. We’ve 

done two newer shows and thought it would 
be a good fit to do a more classic show.”

There are 15 speaking parts for the musi-
cal, all except one double-casted. Phipps says 
it has taken a lot of preplanning to have 85 

people on stage for each performance. Cen-
ter Grove Church is filled with the actors/ac-
tresses preparing for their lines, rehearsing 
the choreography, working on costumes and 
other aspects of the show.

“There is a real need for performing arts 
opportunities in our area,” Phipps says. “There 
are many talented singers, actors and danc-
ers… There are talented young people eager 
to have the opportunity to learn more about 
theatre and grow more in the performing arts. 
It’s very gratifying to see that we can meet a 
need that obviously needs to be there.”

The show’s performers have come from all 
around Central Indiana, including New Pales-
tine, Fishers, Morgantown and more. The stu-
dents say they share in not only their love of 
theatre, but the environment that CGFAA has 
provided.

 “This is my second show,” says Madison 
Hines, of Greenwood, who plays a dancer. 
“Once I got here, all the people were so nice. 
It’s almost like a giant family. Right away, you 
are included. It’s nice to have this community 
right away.”

Cast members rehearse six-hours a day, 
two days a week. Hines says while learning 
the choreography and singing have been chal-
lenging, it’s all worth it when they get to see 
the audience’s reaction during performance 
time.

 “When the curtain goes up, you are amazed 
at how it all comes together,” says Mikaela 
Smith, a Perry Township, Indianapolis resi-
dent who will dance and play the character 
Maud. “It’s a family-friendly and a wonderful 
environment. There are scenes that everyone 
will enjoy. We go around the audience. The 
audience is a part of the show.”

FEATURE

More than 100 youth rehearse for April performance of 
Music Man through Center Grove Fine Arts Academy

‘Ya got trouble’

Photos by  
Nicole Davis

Top, right: From left front, 
Gage Stiemert, Marcus Runion, 
Aaron Sickmeier, Kyle Deboor; 
back, Alex Murrey, Jack Drake, 
Micah Nelson, Josh Hoover 
and Kenny Malloy.

Left: Abigail Whorlow and 
Samuel Woods go over their 
lines and take notes during a 
rehearsal in late February.

Below: Hannah Phipps and 
Morgan Jackson.

Right and on the cover: Madison Hines, of Greenwood, 
practices her choreography for Music Man. 



March 14 – April 17, 2015     11Center Grove ICON   myICON.info COMMUNITY

TomWoodLexus.com

4610 E 96th St   |   888.928.2572

Ask about our concierge service

Indy’s Exclusive Home for Lexus

2015 Lexus 
RX 350
FWD 

$345/mo

Lease for

$44,075
Buy from

2015 Lexus 
IS 250
All-Wheel Drive 

$299/mo

Lease for

$41,200
Buy from

27 months, 10,000 miles per year. $3,999 due at signing plus tax, title, license and dealer fees. WAC. 
See dealer for details. Security deposit waived. Offer ends 3/31/15.

AROUND TOWN

The Mary Bryan DAR meeting held March 
2 awarded the winners of the Good Citizen 
Award and the American History Award. 
The Good Citizen award is presented yearly 
to students from Greenwood, Whiteland and 
Center Grove High Schools. The students are 
picked by the school and must then write an 
essay regarding a Good Citizen. The winner is 
chosen by a panel that is not associated with 
DAR. The Good Citizen Award winner was 
Kaitlyn Whiteside, daughter of Karen & Bob 
Whiteside. Kaitlyn is a senior at Center Grove 
High School. She is very active at school and 
also with extracurricular activities. Students 
were awarded a Certificate of Achievement 
from Catherine Pollachek, Mary Bryan Chap-
ter Regent. Mary Bryan also inducted two new 

members, Linda Banta and Linda McClure. 
Anyone interested in joining DAR should 
contact Vicki Klingberg, (317) 498-1135.

Center Grove’s Whiteside is an essay  
winner from Mary Bryan DAR

From left, Cathy Pollachek, Regent Mary Bryan DAR; 
Kaitlyn Whiteside; and Mary Sullivan.

Saints Francis & 
Clare Catholic School 
students participat-
ed in Roncalli High 
School’s Quest for Ex-
cellence on Feb. 28. 
Special recognition 
goes to the following 
students: Eiler Spayd 
- first place in vocals, 
Kolton Ferguson - sec-
ond place in Math-
ematics, Gwyneth 
Hanson - first place in 
instrumentals and fifth 
place in history, Will 
Hawkins - honorable 
mention in mathematics, Josh Amodeo - third place in instrumentals, Aaryn Richardson, El-
liana Aleski, and Kolton Ferguson - third place science team.

Saints Francis & Clare students  
joins Quest for Excellence

Crowder to 
attend AU in 

fall 2015
Christopher Crowder of 

Greenwood, has been accepted 
to Ashland University for the fall 
semester of 2015 and will receive 
the Director’s Scholarship for 
$7,000 annually to attend Ash-
land. Crowder is a senior at Cen-
ter Grove High School. Ashland 
University is a mid-sized, private 
university located a short distance 
from Akron, Cleveland and Co-
lumbus, Ohio. For more informa-
tion, visit ashland.edu. 

Johnson H&C purchases 
Kellie Plumbing

Johnson Heating and Cooling of Greenwood has pur-
chased Kellie Plumbing, Inc. of Franklin. The two John-
son County companies will continue to operate under 
their current names. Kellie Plumbing will service all of the 
residential plumbing customers and Johnson Heating and 
Cooling will focus on HVAC needs. 

James T. Kellie opened Kellie Plumbing in 1954 in Barg-
ersville. In 1990, the business moved into Franklin, where 
it has operated ever since. Johnson Heating and Cooling 
was established in 1968 by Cliff Griesemer. It services cus-
tomers in Johnson, Marion, Morgan, Hancock, Hendricks, 
Shelby and Bartholomew Counties. Kellie Plumbing is the 
fourth business unit in the Johnson Heating and Cool-
ing family of companies, which also includes Griesemer 
Plumbing & Mechanical Service and Indiana Leak Detec-
tion. For more information, visit johnsoncomfort.com.
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By Nicole Davis
As Johnson’s BBQ Shack reaches its third 

year in business this March, owners and 
brothers Keith and Nathaniel Johnson have 
begun renovation of the building at 82 S. 
Baldwin St., Bargersville, to offer a permanent 
place to find the smoked meats and meals that 
they offer in their food truck.

 “One of the reasons 
we liked this place, we 
grew up in the Center 
Grove area,” Keith says. 
“Bargersville is in the 
process of reviving this 
area. It’s not the typi-
cal strip center. That’s 
not where we wanted 
our business to be. We 
really like what Tax-
man (Brewing Compa-
ny) has done with their 
property across the 
street. There is poten-
tial here.”

Keith and Nathaniel 
began selling smoked 
meats varying from turkey, hog or duck from a 
food truck in 2012. The cooking process takes 
up to 18 hours. They say while the food truck 
still is a successful endeavor, they wanted to 
add a home base. 

Renovation began Feb. 28. The project will 
come in two phases. First, a place where cus-
tomers can preorder and pick up to take home 
meals will open tentatively in late April. Once 
further construction is completed, they will 

offer the option to dine-in.
“We’re just excited,” Nathaniel says. “It’s 

hard for me to sleep. We started tearing down 
walls and I’m excited for the opportunity this 
will give my brother’s family and my family. 
We have enough friends, family and a great 
product that this is going to be successful. 
People will find us and be able to get what we 
believe is the best barbeque in the Midwest.”

Plans for the renovation include removing 
the drywall ceiling and 
refurbishing the exist-
ing wood underneath. 
They will construct a 
deck at the front of the 
building where cus-
tomers would have the 
option to dine out-
side, when the restau-
rant part opens. They 
are currently fund-
raising for money for 
renovations through 
a Kickstarter cam-
paign: search for John-
son’s BBQ Shack. They 
aim to raise $10,000 by 
March 22, and have to 
raise the entire amount 

in order to keep the funds.  
 “We’re going to grow this as a destination 

to come and have a good barbeque, sit down 
in a relaxed atmosphere,” Keith says. “We 
want it to be interactive where people can ask 
questions, see you pull a fresh brisket off the 
cooker and cut it.”

For more information, visit johnsonsb-
bqshack.com.

FOCUS

BBQ in Bargersville
Nathaniel and Keith Johnson started demolition of the inside of the building at 82 S. Baldwin St., Bargersville, to 
renovate it into a permanent location for Johnson’s BBQ Shack.

By Eric Ellis
Nearly 200 people from all over Indianap-

olis’ Southside and connecting counties were 
present at the Indiana Department of Trans-
portation’s (INDOT) public meeting on Feb. 
23 at Center Grove High School. The meet-
ing focused on phase two of an environmen-
tal-impact study that began 16 years ago, and 
there are still numerous questions regarding 
the location of the proposed Section 6 of I-69 
connecting Indianapolis to Martinsville—ul-
timately affecting John-
son, Marion and Morgan 
Counties.

Center Grove High 
School’s foyer was 
packed with concerned 
citizens moving between 
six different stations 
manned by INDOT offi-
cials and representatives 
who were present to an-
swer questions regarding 
everything from the pur-
pose and need for the project to environmen-
tal considerations.

Though this has been a project on the back 
burner for more than a decade, there are still 
a lot of factors that have yet to be determined. 
Section 6 does not yet have a construction 
schedule, an identified funding mechanism, 
nor will it complete the environmental study 
for two to three years. A large project such as 
this has local residents and business owners 
worried and hopeful—it depends on who you 
talk to.

Greenwood Common Councilmember 
Linda Gibson (District 1) was present at the 
meeting and said the proposal could “help to 
enhance commercial growth” for Greenwood.

“Something like this would expand our tax 
base, too,” Gibson said. “Greenwood already 
has other alluring factors… great quality of 
life, a great airport.”

Gibson also said she hadn’t heard much 
in the way of complaints or praise from her 
constituents… just that they wanted to know 
where the project was going.

Rickie Clark, Manager of Public Involve-
ment at INDOT began 
by thanking everyone for 
their attendance.

“The purpose of this 
meeting tonight is to 
serve as a continuation of 
a discussion—a conver-
sation—about Section 6,” 
Clark said. Clark went on 
to stress the importance 
of public involvement 
and welcomed com-
ments and questions. Af-

ter a brief presentation given by Project Man-
ager, Kevin Hetrick, the floor opened to the 
public for comments.

Other speakers expressed concerns regard-
ing negative impacts on local businesses and 
residents and noise pollution.

The next steps remain unclear, but Repre-
sentative John Price has authored House Bill 
1036 which, if passed, could allow INDOT to 
build the I-69 extension through Perry Town-
ship along Ind. 37. Any decisions made in the 
coming months would not be put into action 
until 2018 at the earliest.

FEATURE

Keith and Nathaniel Johnson purchase building to 
expand Johnson’s BBQ Shack beyond their food truck

Interstate 69 study area stirs up debate at  
Feb. 23 meeting at Center Grove High School

Johnson’s BBQ Shack 
Fundraising Campaign

What: Keith and Nathaniel Johnson aim 
to raise $10,000 toward renovation of 
Bargersville building for a permanent facility 
for their business, which offers smoked 
meats from a food truck.

When: Campaign ends March 22

Where to go: kickstarter.com/
projects/669632409/johnsons-bbq-shack-
on-the-tracks-in-bargersville-i

Photo by Nicole Davis

Moving forward on I-69
Local residents, business owners, community stakeholders and elected officials all turned out at the public 
meeting held in Center Grove High School. 

Photo by Eric Ellis

“Something like this would 
expand our tax base, too. 

Greenwood already has other 
alluring factors… great quality 

of life, a great airport.”

~ Linda Gibson, Greenwood Common 
Councilmember
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Arkins first came to the White River Town-
ship Fire Department at age 14 as a cadet, in 
1994. As one of six brothers who went into 
the fire or emergency services profession, 
Arkins says there was a time in the late ‘90s 
when a lot of them were on the fire depart-
ment. Times like Christmas or holidays where 
not a lot of people wanted to work, he says it 
was well-known that the Arkins boys would 
come in, pick up a fire truck, and go to their 
parents to celebrate while on-call with the 
truck because there were enough of them in 
one location. 

In 2002 Arkins was hired full-time to the 
Brownsburg Fire Department. He was hired 
full-time as an engineer for WRTFD in 2004. 
Since then, he’s progressed up to the rank 
of lieutenant. He says he likes the constant-
ly changing dynamics of each day: there can 
be a day they don’t do much and another day 
where they are constantly on runs.

“It’s gratifying to know you can drive by 
someone’s house and say I’ve helped save 
their house and they have a place to live in,” 
Arkins says. “On the flip side, you have your 
family here and there is the possibility of run-
ning into one of your family members. You 
have to be able to separate and do your job 
sometimes.”

Arkins lives in Greenwood with his wife, 
Erin and daughter, Ellanor.

What was your inspiration to become  
a police officer/firefighter? 

I am one of six boys in my family. I have 
three older brothers and they were all in-
volved in fire/EMS service. There was just a 
natural progression into it.

What has been one of your favorite  
moments on the job? 

I’ve had a cardiac arrest save come back and 

thank me. During the severe storms in 2002, 
I was working and we were doing a search in 
an area and found a little girl, 5 or 6 years old, 
that was lost. I ended up carrying her half a 
mile, a mile, until she found her grandparents. 
She was comfortable and okay with me carry-
ing her. That’s something that’s always stuck 
with me.

What aspect of the job do you  
find most challenging? 

Personnel. We train so much for fires, 
car accidents, structural collapse. But those 
things are controllable or predictable. Person-
nel is not. Everyone has their own personality 
and as an officer you have to get a feeling with 
what will make everyone happy, keep a good 
status quo so everyone has a good work envi-
ronment.

What do you enjoy doing in your off-time? 
Spending time with my family. I am also a 

welder, fabricator so I spend time doing that, 
working with metal. That’s just a hobby. Re-
cently for Valentine’s, I made both my wife 
and daughter a metal rose.

What are your future goals, professionally 
or personally?

I’d like to progress to a captain eventual-
ly. For now, it’s just have fun and enjoy being 
at work. Personally, I just want to continue 
spending time with my family and keeping 
that work/family balance in check.

What would you have done if you hadn’t of 
became a police officer/firefighter?

Ironworker. I actually had an application 
ready to fill out when I got my first job offer 
as a firefighter.

BEHIND THE BADGE

Photo by Nicole Davis

Bryan Arkins
WRT Fire Dept. lieutenant 

finds gratification in  
serving his hometown

Compiled by Nicole Davis

P.O. Box 309
Franklin, IN 46131

317-736-6174
www.jcremc.com

For CG ICON by JC REMC
It is always a good time to improve your 

home’s energy efficiency. To save money on 
heating and cooling costs, homeowners can 
enhance their home’s building envelope and 
HVAC ducts by minimizing leakage and max-
imizing insulation. 

• Improve your home’s HVAC ducting: 
The U.S. Department of Energy determined 
that HVAC duct leakage can account for 20 
percent or more of heating and cooling loss in 
a home. Seal all seams and connections with 
products such as duct mastic or aluminum 
tape. Some companies utilize an aerosol-style 
product which seals ducting from the inside. 
Insulating ducts in un-conditioned spaces (at-
tics and crawl spaces) can reduce heating or 
cooling loss. Replace dirty furnace and air 
conditioner filters to improve air flow through 
ducts while improving overall efficiency of 
your heating and cooling system.

• Increase your home’s attic insulation: 
New homes are required to have attic insu-
lation which achieves an R-value of R-38. R-

value is the measured resistance of materials 
to the flow of heat; the higher the R-value the 
better the material insulates. Johnson County 
REMC suggests you insulate attics to at least 
an R-42 value.

• Insulate and seal your home’s attic ac-
cess: Ensure the attic access is insulated to 
the equivalent R-value as the rest of your at-
tic. Foam insulation board can be adhered to 
a panel or door style attic access. Always en-
sure that weather stripping is in place to pre-
vent air leakage at the attic access panel, door 
or pull-down ladder. If your home has a whole 
house attic fan, ensure it is covered and sealed 
when not in use.

• Minimize your home’s air leakage at 
doors and windows: Consider adding or re-
placing weather stripping around leaky doors 
and caulking around leaky window framing. If 
you decide to replace your windows, replace 
them with a double or triple pane low U-val-
ue window. The U-value indicates the rate at 
which a window loses heat and is the inverse 
of an R-value, so lower is better. Also, ensure 
that the window is installed properly and in-
sulated well at the framing area.

HOMEOWNERS

Lower your home heating 
and cooling costs

Photo by Nicole Davis
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MARCH – APRIL EVENTS
My Child has Autism: What do we do now? 
• The Johnson County Autism Support Group 
hosts guest speaker, Amy Moore Gaffney, an 
Autism Consultant and Speech-Language 
Pathologist, who will discuss therapy and  
educational options, activities to do at home, 
resources for families, and looking toward 
the future. Franklin College Exercise Science 
students will be on hand to get the kids up 
and active. | When: March 19, 6:30-8 p.m. | 
Where: Mt. Auburn United Methodist Church, 
3100 Stones Crossing Rd., Greenwood. | Info: 
Visit jcasg.com. RSVP for childcare.

Homeschool Hangout! • Homeschoolers can 
join together in an activity and socialization. 
| When: March 20, 3-4:30 p.m. | Where: White 
River Branch, library, 1664 Library Blvd., 
Greenwood. | Info: Visit pageafterpage.org or 
call (317) 885-1330.

Jeff McDonald • Jeff McDonald, a Center 
Grove High School graduate, comedian 
and actor, will appear at the Greenwood 
VFW. McDonald’s awards and achievements 
include being named Rising Star at the 
Annual Midwest Jestival. In addition, he was 
twice named Indiana’s Top Comedy writer. Jeff 
has appeared in numerous clubs throughout 
the U.S. since becoming a comedian in 2001. 
He also appeared with stars including Drew 
Carey and Jerry Seinfeld. The USO of Indiana 

has four centers in the state, and is partnering 
with Green-wood VFW and both will share 
the net proceeds of the event. | When: March 
21, 8-9:30 p.m. | Where: Greenwood VFW Post 
5864, 333 S. Washington St., Greenwood. | 
Cost: $15 per person. | Info: Contact Steve 
Milbourn at the Greenwood VFW, (317) 525-
7291 or steve.milbourn@aol.com.

Movie Matinee – Alexander and the 
Terrible, Horrible No Good, Very Bad Day 
• This Disney film follows the exploits of the 
11-year-old Alexander as he experiences the 
most terrible and horrible day of his young 
life. | When: March 23, 2:30 – 4:30 p.m. | Where: 
White River Branch, library, 1664 Library Blvd., 
Greenwood. | Info: Visit pageafterpage.org or 
call (317) 885-1330.

Right Plant, Right Place • Choosing the most 
appropriate plant is one of the key elements 
of successful gardening. This presentation 
for adults by Master Gardener Anne Young 
will focus on selection of annuals, perennials, 
shrubs and trees. | When: March 23, 7-8:30 
p.m. | Where: White River Branch, library, 
1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org or call (317) 885-1330.

Kids Cooking! • Children in grades K through 
five can make a kid-friendly concoction, one 
no-bake food item and one drink. | When: 
March 24, 4:30-5:15 p.m. | Where: White River 

Branch, library, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. 
| Info: Visit pageafterpage.org or call (317) 885-
1330.

Sunrise at the Beach • Join for a Wine & 
Canvas event at Taxman Brewing Co. | When: 
March 25, 6-9 p.m. | Where: 13 Baldwin St., 
Bargersville. | Cost: $35, wine not included. | 
Info: Visit wineandcanvas.com.

Egg Science • Children in grades K through 
five can do some eggs-traordinary science 
experiments using eggs. | When: March 31, 
4:30-5:30 p.m. | Where: White River Branch, 
library, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: 
Visit pageafterpage.org or call (317) 885-1330.

Adventure Time Party! • Youth in grades 
four through eight can meet other fans of 
Adventure Time. Come dressed in costume, 
play games and make crafts. | When: April 2, 
4-5 p.m.| Where: White River Branch, library, 
1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org or call (317) 885-1330.

Passport Club: Peru • Children in grades K 
through five can learn about countries around 
the world. Check out Peru this month. | When: 
April 6, 4:30-5:15 p.m. | Where: White River 
Branch, library, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. 
| Info: Visit pageafterpage.org or call (317) 885-
1330.

Craft Night: Coffee Scrub • Grades 9 through 
adults can make their own coffee scrub with 
natural ingredients. | When: April 8, 6:30-
8:30 p.m. | Where: White River Branch, library, 
1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org or call (317) 885-1330.

Your health, your life, your decision • 
Franciscan St. Francis Health is helping lead 
and coordinate efforts to educate the public 
about the importance of having advance 
health-care directives.  Information booths 
will be set up. | When: April 16, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
| Where: Franciscan St. Francis Indianapolis, 
8111 S. Emerson Ave., cafeteria; Greenwood 
Park Mall at the Rejuvenation Station. | Info: 
Visit franciscanalliance.org.

Get off the Couch! Start Walking or Running 
• Want to lose weight, live longer, Race for the 
Cure or just do one of those crazy fun runs? 
Learn how to get started walking or running, 
what “gear” you really need, and how to safely 
improve your technique. Already a runner? 
Bring your questions! | When: April 16, 6:30-
8 p.m. | Where: White River Branch, library, 
1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org or call (317) 885-1330.

Music Man Jr. • Center Grove Fine Arts will 
present this musical with more than 100 
youth performing. | When: April 17-19 and 
April 24-26. Fridays, 7 p.m.; Saturdays, 2 and 7 
p.m.; Sunday, 3:30 p.m. | Where: Center Grove 
Church, 340 S. State Rd. 135, Greenwood. | 
Info: Visit centergrovechurch.org.

Death & Taxes day • For 21 and older: Join 
Taxman Brewing as they release Death & 
Taxes, a 12.5 percent Imperial Belgian Stout, 
the Saturday after Tax Day. Taxman will release 
its first-ever hand-bottled beer alongside a 
tasting festival featuring Indiana breweries, 
opening its property for the event. | When: 
April 18, 12-4 p.m. | Where: 13 S. Baldwin St., 
Bargersville. | Cost: $25 general admission. 
$10 for designated drivers. | Info:  Visit 
taxmanbrewing.com.

The Boaz Projects 5K Run/Walk for an 
Orphan • The Boaz Project will hold its 8th 
Annual 5K Run/Walk for an Orphan. It includes 
family friendly activities and professional chip 
timing, all to benefit orphans. Strollers and 
pets are welcome. This event is a fundraising 
effort to support our mission: to inspire leaders 
to care for orphans in their own communities. 
Currently, The Boaz Project is active in Russia 
and India, covering 8 orphanages in Russia, 
8 in India.| When: April 25, 9:30 – 11 a.m. | 
Where:  Craig Park, 20 E. Smith Valley Rd., 
Greenwood. | Cost: $15 for students grades K 
through 12. $35 individuals. $70 for family up 
to five members. | Info: Visit boazproject.org/
walkrun.

For new customers. Valid at participating locations. Cannot be combined with other
offers or used toward past services. One coupon per customer and per return. Other

exclusions may apply. Void where prohibited by law. Valid 2/14-4/10/15.

Entertainment DISPATCHES
Shania Twain:  

2015 tour her last

“Rock This Country”—the title of 
Twain’s final tour—kicks off on June 
5 and will hit 48 cities and stops in 
Indianapolis at Bankers Life Field-
house on July 13. This is her first tour 
in 11 years and she said, “It’s the af-
ter-party tour. That’s how I see it. It’s 
the after-party to all of these years.” 

– huffingtonpost.com

Author Danielle Steel 
releases new book

One of the world’s most popular au-
thors (No. 1 New York Times best-
selling) had her latest novel hit the 
shelves on Feb. 24. Steel’s latest 
work is titled Prodigal Son and fol-
lows two twin boys growing up in 
the same family except one twin is 
good and the other is evil. 

– Amazon.com

Photo Courtesy 
of facebook.com/

DanielleSteelOfficial
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Camp Invention builds confidence in children entering 
grades 1-6!
Local educators will be leading the week of hands-on fun

Be a part of something big!

Register for Camp Invention using promo code 
SPRING by May 12 to save $15. 
Sign up now at campinvention.org 
or call 800.968.4332.

Create your big ideas 
through summer camp

Camp Invention is where big ideas become 
the next big thing! Local educators lead a 
week of hands-on activities created especial-
ly for children entering grades 1-6. Camp In-
vention gives boys and girls the opportunity 
to investigate circuits, disassemble household 
appliances and much more! As they dream, 
build and make discoveries, they will have a 
chance to examine science and technology 
concepts during team-building exercises. Lo-
cations throughout your area include:

DAY CAMP

 SPECIAL SECTION  
published by Times Leader 

Publications, LLC

Summer Camps 2015
Pages 15-19

LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL
Cross Country, Soccer,  

Volleyball, Basketball, Tennis
Throughout the month of June

Completed Grades 1 through 8 (Boys and Girls)
Visit lhsi.org for more information  

and registration information.
5555. S. Arlington Ave. 

Indianapolis, IN 46237 • (317) 787-5474

SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS

 Abraham Lincoln Elementary
 MSD Perry Township 
Indianapolis	•	July	6-10

 Center Grove Community  
School District

	Greenwood	•	June	8	-	12

 Creekside Elementary
 Franklin Community Schools

	Franklin	•	June	15	-	19

 Nativity Catholic School
	Indianapolis	•	June	8	-	12

 St. Mark Catholic School
	Indianapolis	•	June	1	-	5

 Westwood Elementary
 Greenwood Community  

School Corp.
	Greenwood	•	June	8	-	12

Visit campinvention.org or  
call (800) 968-4332 for information.

CENTER GROVE



Summer Camps 2015
Camp Can Do: Autism support  

group hosts day camp

This summer teens and tweens with autism 
can stay physically active and mentally en-
gaged by signing up for the Johnson County 
Autism Support Group’s day camp; registra-
tion is now open for Camp Can Do. Camp 
Can Do blends traditional camp activities 
with life skills in a fun environment.  

Camp Can Do offers a choice of a two week 
or four week day camp for children with au-
tism, ages 10-18. This camp enables young 
people with autism to develop skills that will 

benefit them for a lifetime. The program al-
lows students to build skills needed to become 
an independent adult such as shopping, cook-
ing, money management and using public 
transportation.  

The program is divided into two 2-week 
sessions; Session 1: June 16 - June 26 and Ses-
sion 2:  July 6 - July 17. Camp is held at White-
land Community High School’s 9th Grade 
Center from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., Monday-Friday.  
Registration is $275 per session for Johnson 
County residents and $300 per session for 
residents outside of Johnson County. Camp-

ers attending both sessions receive a $100 dis-
count. Deadline for registrations is June 1.

Camp Can Do was created in 2011 to em-
power individuals with autism to rise to their 
highest potential. The Johnson County Au-
tism Support Group started this summer pro-
gram to fill a need in the Johnson County au-
tism community. 

For more information, visit jcasg.com/
more/camp-can-do or contact Amanda Coo-
per at (317)409-8372 or amanda@jcasg.org.

AROUND TOWN

➤ Butler University
4600 Sunset Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46208
(317)	940-8000	•	butler.edu

Creative Writing Camp
Camp dates for 2015 are June 15-
19 and June 22-26. Camp will take 
place Monday through Friday, from 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. The camp is available 
to students entering grades 3-12 in 
fall 2015. Children will be grouped by 
ages. Camp will be held on the Butler Cam-
pus each day, in Jordan Hall, Room 304 (third 
floor). For more information, email bucwc@but-
ler.edu.

Butler Bridge
The program draws on Butler's resources to build 
a bridge between Butler and its community, as 
well as between students who aspire to higher 
education and the professors, professional writ-
ers, teachers and college mentors who are eager 
to share what they know. For more information, 
email butlerbridge@butler.edu.

➤ Camp Invention
(800)	968-4332	•	campinvention.org
(See ad on page 14 for Southside locations)

Camp Invention is where big ideas become the 
next big thing! Local educators lead a week of 
hands-on activities created especially for children 
entering grades 1-6. Camp Invention gives boys 
and girls the opportunity to investigate circuits, 
disassemble household appliances and much 
more! 

➤ Christian Park (Indy Parks)
4200 English Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46201
(317) 327-7163

Indy Parks Youth Camps:
Each themed week will include a variety of activities 
to make your child’s summer vacation one to remem-
ber. Camp includes trained and qualified staff, weekly 
field trips, swimming, guest speakers, camp T-shirts, 
arts and crafts projects, sports activities and games. 
Lunch may be provided as part of the free summer 
lunch programs at selected locations. Take advan-
tage of early bird rates and sign up by March 31—
regular rates begin on April 1.

Day Camp I: We Got Game
All game themed week where campers will learn 

to play sports from different cultures as well as 
traditional sports. June 15-19, ages 6-13; 

M-F, 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. (Early Bird first 
child $75; Early Bird sibling $65—in-

cludes five classes).

Day Camp II: Super Heroes
Test campers’ knowledge of the world 

of comic book super heroes as well as their 
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➤ Butler University
4600 Sunset Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46208
(317)	940-8000	•	butler.edu

Creative Writing Camp
Camp dates for 2015 are June 15-
19 and June 22-26. Camp will take 
place Monday through Friday, from 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. The camp is available 
to students entering grades 3-12 in 
fall 2015. Children will be grouped by 
ages. Camp will be held on the Butler Cam-
pus each day, in Jordan Hall, Room 304 (third 
floor). For more information, email bucwc@but-
ler.edu.

Butler Bridge
The program draws on Butler's resources to build 
a bridge between Butler and its community, as 
well as between students who aspire to higher 
education and the professors, professional writ-
ers, teachers and college mentors who are eager 
to share what they know. For more information, 
email butlerbridge@butler.edu.

➤ Camp Invention
(800)	968-4332	•	campinvention.org
(See ad on page 14 for Southside locations)

Camp Invention is where big ideas become the 
next big thing! Local educators lead a week of 
hands-on activities created especially for children 
entering grades 1-6. Camp Invention gives boys 
and girls the opportunity to investigate circuits, 
disassemble household appliances and much 
more! 

➤ Christian Park (Indy Parks)
4200 English Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46201
(317) 327-7163

Indy Parks Youth Camps:
Each themed week will include a variety of activities 
to make your child’s summer vacation one to remem-
ber. Camp includes trained and qualified staff, weekly 
field trips, swimming, guest speakers, camp T-shirts, 
arts and crafts projects, sports activities and games. 
Lunch may be provided as part of the free summer 
lunch programs at selected locations. Take advan-
tage of early bird rates and sign up by March 31—
regular rates begin on April 1.

Day Camp I: We Got Game
All game themed week where campers will learn 

to play sports from different cultures as well as 
traditional sports. June 15-19, ages 6-13; 

M-F, 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. (Early Bird first 
child $75; Early Bird sibling $65—in-

cludes five classes).

Day Camp II: Super Heroes
Test campers’ knowledge of the world 

of comic book super heroes as well as their 

potential to rise to the level of a superhuman. June 
22-26, ages 6-13; M-F, 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. (Early Bird 
first child $75; Early Bird sibling $65—includes 

five classes).

Day Camp III: Splash into Summer
Experience a wet and wild adventure with ac-

tivities sure to get campers drenched. Please 
wear swim attire each day to be dressed 
for water balloons, water guns, slip-
and-slides and more. June 29-July 2, 

ages 6-13; M-Th, 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. (Early 
Bird first child $60; Early Bird sibling $52—

includes four classes).

Day Camp IV: Holiday Hoopla
Campers will experience every major holiday and 
a few new ones with games, crafts activites and 
more. July 6-10, ages 6-13; M-F, 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
(Early Bird first child $75; Early Bird sibling $65—in-
cludes five classes).

Day Camp V: Mini Maestros
Activities this week are for campers interested in 
music, art, dance and drama. All activities will al-
low campers to express themselves in a positive 
and constructive way that is fun and entertaining. 
July 13-17, ages 6-13; M-F, 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. (Early 
Bird first child $75; Early Bird sibling $65—includes 
five classes).

Day Camp VI: Sports-O-Rama
All sports, all week long—from soccer to rugby. 
July 20-24, ages 6-13; M-F, 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. (Early 
Bird first child $75; Early Bird sibling $65—includes 
five classes).

Day Camp VII: The Great Outdoors
All natural, all nature-themed. Campers will have 
the opportunity to explore local nature and wild-
life up close. July 27-31, ages 6-13; M-F, 7:30 a.m. 
- 6 p.m. (Early Bird first child $75; Early Bird sibling 
$65—includes five classes).

➤ Garfield Park Arts Center
2432 Conservatory Dr., Indianapolis, IN 46203
(317)	327-7135	•	gpacarts.org

Project: ART
Discover your favorite art medium! Draw, paint, 
print, sculpt, and more during this fun week of 
art camp. Creativity will be emphasized as camp-
ers explore different types of art, artists and tech-
niques throughout the week. They will then dis-
play our creations in a Friday art exhibition. 
For ages 6-12, from June 22-26, M-F 9 a.m. 
- 4 p.m. (Ages 6-8, Course#227036; Ages 
9-12, Course#227091).

Garfield Park’s Got Talent!
Tap into your performance tal-
ents at Garfield Park Arts Cen-
ter this summer! Explore the art 

forms of acting, music and movement in this fun, 
new camp. Campers will learn about performing 
arts throughout the week and then show off their 
talents during a final production at the MacAllister 
Amphitheater. For ages 6-13, from July 6-10, M-F 9 
a.m. - 4 p.m. (Course#227038).

Project: “My Art” for Tweens and Teens
Meet others who love art and explore today's hot-
test art and techniques. We will draw, paint, print, 
made 3D installations, wearable art and more! This 
creative camp focuses on today's art and artists. 
On Friday, we will display our work in an art exhibi-
tion. For ages 10-15, July 13-17, M-F 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
(Course#227037).

Paint-a-Palooza
It's back! The messy, fun, and sold-out show “Paint-
a-Palooza” returns for a third summer. New proj-
ects include creating our own paint by smashing 
berries to make blues and reds plus making 3-D 
paintings in the Park. Dress for an extreme mess! 
For ages 6-12, July 20-24, M-F 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. (Ages 
6-8, Course#227039; Ages 9-12, Course#227098).

Lunch is provided. Campers should bring snacks and 
a water bottle and dress for a mess. $150 for 5 days. 
Early bird registration (until March 31) is $140 per 
child. $25 deposit required. Payment must be made 
in full two weeks prior to start date of the camp or 
your space will be given to the next person on the 
waiting list. Deposits are non-refundable.

➤ Indianapolis Sports Park, Inc.
6701 S. Harding St., Indianapolis, IN 46217
(317)	784-7447	•	indysportspark.com

Now accepting registrations for spring sports 
leagues for softball, volleyball, baseball, football, 
fastpitch and cornhole. Leagues are NSA-sanc-
tioned. For more information or to register, visit in-
dysportspark.com or call (317) 784-7447.

➤ Lutheran High School
5555 S Arlington Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46237
(317)	787-5474	•	LHSI.org

Lutheran High School offers summer sport camp 
options for elementary-age children throughout 

the month of June. These sport camps are for chil-
dren who have completed grades 1 through 8. 
Camps are available in the following areas: bas-
ketball, volleyball, cross country, tennis and soccer. 
Lutheran High School coaches and student ath-
letes lead the campers through various skill devel-
opment exercises, drills and practice games and 
matches. To find out more or to register for a camp 
session, please visit LHSI.org.

➤ Roncalli High School
3300 Prague Rd., Indianapolis, IN 46227
(317)	787-8277	•	roncalli.org

Summer is a time for learning and fun at Roncal-
li High School! During the months of June and 
July, Roncalli offers many camps to challenge your 
child, both in athletics and the arts! Campers learn 
the values of dedication, perseverance and com-
mitment to teamwork, while meeting new 
friends and having fun. All camps are led 
by the coaching staff at Roncalli, and are 
directed to the ability level of your child. 
Come and see what Roncalli is all about.

Visit www.roncalli.org/athletics/
summer-sports-camps to see the 
dates and ages for the following 
camps: Football, Football Kicking, 
Boys Lacrosse, Girls Volleyball, Girls Bas-
ketball, Gymnastics, Boys Basketball, Girls 
Cross Country, Boys Cross Country, Softball, 
Baseball, Tennis, Swimming, Diving, Wrestling, 
Boys Soccer, Girls Soccer, Golf, Boys Volleyball and 
Cheerleading.

➤ SpringHill Day Camps at Emmanuel Church 
1640 W. Stones Crossing Rd.
Greenwood, IN 46143
(317)	535-9673	•	eclife.org/events

SpringHill Day Camps
For the fourth year in a row, Emmanuel Church 
– Greenwood Campus, is hosting SpringHill Day 
Camps. The camp will be held Monday - Friday, 
June 15-19 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. It is for children 
who have completed Kindergarten-4th grade and 
the cost is $169 with sibling discounts available. 
Camp includes small group teaching, high-energy 
large group session and high-adventure activities 
that can include bungee trampolines, climbing 
walls, songs, crafts and more.

➤ Stage I Dance Academy
740 Fry Rd., Suite D
Greenwood, IN 46142
(317) 881-2021 
stage1danceacademy.com

Don’t miss out on all of our amazing sum-
mer camps at Stage I! New this year is 

a camp for 1st-8th graders. Join us for 
a week-long Acting/Musical Theater 

Camp that will have a 
small performance at the 
end of the week. Danc-
ers will be learning 
techniques for sing-
ing, dancing and acting and putting those skills to-
gether to make a wonderful production! Sign up 
today before the intensive fills up. Other camps in-
clude Princess, Broadway Babies, Gymnastics/Pom 
and many more. Camps and classes are available 
for ages 2-18. Register online, call or stop by the 
studio today.

➤ Saints Francis & Clare
5901 Olive Branch Rd., Greenwood, IN 46143
(317)	215-2826	x139	•	ss-fc.org

Wolf Adventures Camp
(Camp Coordinator, Emily Reynolds,

EReynolds@ss-fc.org)
This camp is a fun-filled, educational summer 
program with themed weeks for students 
PreK-8th grade. The program will run June 
8 - July 31. Register for as little or as much as 

needed—single days and full weeks avail-
able (pool day options offered too)! We 

offer flexible drop off and pick up times 
between 7 a.m. and 6 p.m., with break-

fast, lunch and snack provided. (PreK 
campers must be at least 3 years 

old and fully potty trained by the 
start of their camp experience.) 
Themed weeks include: Amaz-
ing Animals, Mud Madness!, Har-

ry Potter, Around The World In Five 
Days and more! NEW THIS YEAR: ARCHERY ACAD-
EMY! For more details, contact Sonny Moore at 
SMoore@ss-fc.org.

➤ YMCA
Baxter YMCA
7900 S. Shelby St., Indianapolis, IN 46227
(317)	881-9347	•	indymca.org

YMCA Day Camp
There are over 100 popular-themed camps at more 
than 25 Indianapolis locations. Day camps offer 
part-time (1-2 days/week) and full-time (3-5 days/
week) with convenient hours for parents (6:30 a.m. 
- 6 p.m.) with pool time included at all camps! For 
more information, call (317) 484-9622 or visit Our-
CauseIsYou.org/camp.

Overnight Camp at Flat Rock River YMCA
For ages 7-17, this camp offers an amazing over-
night adventure just 45 minutes southeast of Indi-
anapolis in beautiful St. Paul, Ind. Activities include 
kayaking, zip lining, horseback riding and so much 
more. For more information, call (888) 828-9622.

Compiled by Eric Ellis
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BUTLER UNIVERSITY Butler
   Bridge
Program SPRING 

2015

Camp Instructors & Guests
Butler University’s Creative Writing Camp offers an in-
tensive and entertaining week of workshops to help young 
writers develop their talent and passion for writing.  
Campers will converse and work with accomplished  
novelists, poets, editors, and teachers, including:
• Hilene Flanzbaum, PhD, Professor of English  
at Butler University
• Dan Barden, MFA, Professor of English  
at Butler University, novelist, and essayist
• Susan Neville, MFA, Professor of English at Butler  
University and author of fiction and non-fiction
• Chris Forhan, MFA, Associate Professor of English at 
Butler University, author, and poet 
• Alessandra Lynch, MFA, Instructor of English  
at Butler University and poet
• Lou Harry, Arts and Entertainment Editor  
for Indianapolis Business Journal, playwright,  
novelist, “whatever-ist”

CREATIVE
WRITING
CAMP 2015

Our 18th Fun-filled Season

Writing Club
*Now moved to the last Saturday of each 
month. Two hours of writing and discussion, 
led by Butler Master of Fine Arts (MFA) in 
Creative Writing students.  
Saturdays: March 28 and April 25, 1-3 p.m.
$15 each session, Grades 3–12

Poetry Time Machine
Premise: We exist in an alternate universe 
where poetry has never been published. Our 
job is to edit the first literary journal. We will 
consider submissions from “no-name”  
writers, like Shakespeare and T.S. Eliot, 
alongside our own newly-
minted, original  
poetry. Led by MFA  
student Luke Wortley.  
Saturday,  
April 18, 1-3 p.m.  
$25, Grades 7–12

Register at:
www.butler.edu/bridge

M-F, June 15-19 and June 22-26, 9am-4pm
Students entering grades 3-12 in fall 2015
Butler Campus, Jordan Hall, 3rd Floor, RM #304
Cost: 1 Session = $260; Both Sessions = $460

Visit: www.butler.edu/english

REGISTER NOW 
[Click on “Writing Camp” tab]

Butler writing camps inspire  
creative, young minds

For CG ICON by Butler Creative Writing  
Camp & Bridge Program

Indianapolis and the Butler-Tarkington 
area have a rich writing history; the neigh-
borhood was home to Kurt Vonnegut, author 
of Slaughterhouse-Five and one of the most 
influential American authors of the 
20th century. And before Vonne-
gut, Booth Tarkington called 
Indianapolis home and is 
still, to this day, only one of 
three authors to have won 
the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction 
on more than one occasion.

Butler University’s Cre-
ative Writing Camp—now in 
its 18th year—is a continuation 
of the writerly historical narra-
tive in Indianapolis. This one-
or-two-week camp offers intensive and excit-
ing workshops to help young writers develop 
their talent and passion for the arts—litera-
ture and otherwise. And over its 18-year his-
tory, the camp has grown tremendously with 
support from both the Butler community and 
the campers themselves.

Campers have the opportunity to explore 
a number of writing outlets and activities led 
by Butler faculty, undergraduate and gradu-
ate students each day. Popular subjects from 
years past cover a wide range: fiction/poetry, 
genre writing, screen/playwriting, journal-
ism, children’s books, advertising, liar’s club, 
slam café, imagination tag, the art of Twitter, 
blogosphere, graphic novels and much more.

The camp also features a healthy walk to 
the Indianapolis Museum of Art for an explo-
ration and enjoyment of the visual arts as well 
as some pizza on the beautiful IMA grounds. 
Both weeks culminate on Friday when parents 
are invited to hear their young writers read 

something he or she has created throughout 
the week—ice cream included.

Similarly, Butler Bridge offers sessions for 
students in grades 3-12 for writing workshops 
in order to build a “bridge” between Butler 
University and the surrounding community. 
Workshops are led by Butler faculty, MFA 
graduate students and local YA authors.

Workshops take place in the Efroymson 
Center for Creative Writing, a new-

ly renovated building for graduate 
students within Butler’s distin-

guished English Department. 
The space provides students 
a relaxed yet focused atmo-
sphere to truly develop their 
skills and hone their craft.

Both the Creative Writing 
Camp and Butler Bridge Program 
offer young writers a safe place 
to become the next Vonnegut or 

Tarkington. Perhaps even the next 
John Green!

For more information, visit butler.edu/eng-
lish/writing-camp/creative-writing-camp or 
visit butler.edu/english/writing-camp/butler-
bridge, or email bucwc@butler.edu or butler-
bridge@butler.edu.

WRITING CAMP
Celebrating Over 50 Years  

of Dance Excellence
Don’t miss out on wonderful summer 

program! Now enrolling ages 2-18 for our 
summer camps, intensives and classes. 

Spots are filling quickly…contact us today!
www.stage1danceacademy.com

4 Intensives Help w/ 
Dance Team &  

Show Choir Prep
4 Camps

4 Ages 2 & UP
4 Fitness
4 Zumba

4 Ballerobica
Owner: Beverly Smithey

740 Fry Road, Suite D
Greenwood, IN 46142
phone: (317) 881-2021

email: stage1da 
@yahoo.com

Summer Camp DISPATCHES
That’s a lot of camps!
According to the American Camp Association (ACA), as of 2013, there were approximately 
5,000 day camps and 7,000 overnight camps within the U.S. attended by more than 11 
million children (and adults). A majority of camps in the U.S. are put together by nonprofit 
organizations—employing more than 1.5 million Americans. While there are only 2,400 
ACA-accredited camps, those alone account for 300,000 camp staffing positions serving 
“over 5 million children.” – acacamps.org

Camp runs in the family
According to Camp Weequahic, “It is believed that Camp Pemigewassett in New 
Hampshire holds the title for the summer camp contiguously owned and operated by the 
same family—or, in this case, families. The camp was founded in 1908 by the Favers and 
Reeds families, who both still own and operate the camp.” – weequahic.com

Physical and mental health benefits
While camps can be fun, educational or sports-centric, a number of studies provide 
evidence that summer camps are more beneficial than previously thought. According to 
Paul von Hippel, Professor of Sociology at Ohio State, “Our general finding—that kids do 
better in a structured environment with scheduled exercise and limited opportunities 
to eat—is consistent with the idea that camp can help restrain summer 
weight gain.” Camps also offer developing minds a chance to 
broaden horizons, develop independence and learn valuable 
social skills while interacting with their peers. And according 
to the ACA, “63 percent of children who learn new activities 
at camp will sustain an interest in those activities after camp 
is over.” New environments allow kids the chance to 
experience new things and develop new skills, which is 
crucial for development. – parents-kids.com
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Roncalli Rebel 

SummeR campS
For Students Entering Grades 1st-9th

Athletic cAmps
� Baseball
� Basketball
� cheerleading
� cross country
� Diving
� Football
� Football Kicking
� Golf
� Gymnastics

� soccer
� softball
� swimming
� tennis
� Volleyball
� Wrestling

FoR inFoRmation about SummeR campS viSit: 
Roncalli.oRg oR call 317-787-8277

As loW As

$50

theAtre cAmp
campers will participate in a month-long,  

multi-faceted theatre experience. registration  
begins on April 15 for this camp.

now RegiSteRing SpoRtS campeRS!

SPRINGHILL

DAY CAMP

DAY CAMP IS COMING!

5 days – more fun than 
you can imagine.

Day Camp is five days of SpringHill 
fun for kids who have completed 
K-4th, right in your neighborhood. 
Camp includes small group Bible 
teaching, high-energy large group 
sessions, and engaging activities in-
cluding: archery, bungee trampoline, 
camp songs, climbing wall, make tie 
dye t-shirts, and so much more!

Register Today at: 
springhilldaycamp.com
Date: 
Mon-Fri
9am-4pm
June 15-19
Register by June 1

Location:
Emmanuel Church
Greenwood Campus
1640 W. Stones Crossing 
Rd. Greenwood, IN 46143

Cost:
$169 (sibling
discounts & 
scholarships 
available)

Grades: Completed K-4

Have your best summer  
ever at the Y: Registering 
now for summer camps

By Raena Latina, YMCA
Camping, like many Y programs, is about 

learning skills, developing character and 
making friends. But few environments are as 
special as camp, where kids become a com-
munity as they learn both how to be more 
independent and how to contrib-
ute to a group as they engage 
in physical, social and edu-
cational activities. At the Y 
we are dedicated to mak-
ing sure camp is an amaz-
ing experience for every 
camper. 

YMCA Camps are accredited 
by the American Camp Association (ACA), 
which means they have met or exceeded 
the highest nationally recognized standards 
for health, safety, staff training and program 
quality. Our Day Camps provide age appro-
priate activities for each child and pool time is 
included with all camps. Families can choose 
half day, full day and overnight camp pro-

grams for their children. 
Flat Rock River YMCA Camp is the Y's 

overnight camp, located just 45 minutes 
southeast of Indianapolis on the beautiful 
240-acre Ruth Lilly YMCA Outdoor Center 
in St. Paul, Indiana. Flat Rock is a great way 
to give your child an experience away from 

home. All campers will enjoy great 
camping activities such as the 
zip line, horseback riding, swim-
ming, biking, canoeing, archery 

and more! 
YMCA Day Camps will be-
gin May 28 and run all sum-
mer, with 25 locations across 
the city. Parents can register 

their child by stopping by any 
YMCA location, at OurCauseIsYou.org or 

by calling (317) 266-9622. Financial assistance 
is available and CCDF vouchers are available 
at most locations. 

Overnight summer camp sessions begin 
June 7. For more information about Flat Rock 
River YMCA Camp and its spring and fall 
break camps, call (888) 828-9622 or visit flat-
rockymca.org for more information.

OVERNIGHT CAMP
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Charles R. Thomas, M.D. owns Chateau Thomas Winery with 
locations in Plainfield, Fishers, Bloomington and Nashville. 
Contact him at charlest@chateauthomas.com.

By Charles R. Thomas, M.D.
Robust - the character of a full-bodied, full-

flavored wine that is usually heavy and often 
tannic, usually with an element of forward 
fruit.

 Many wine drinkers live for a robust wine 
as it fits their model of a wine that satisfies 
all their needs of a beverage that challenges 
their taste buds and palate to the point of be-
ing overpowered with all the elements of taste: 
alcohol, fruit, acidity, and tannin. These wines 
are affectionately known in the wine trade as 
“Fruit Bombs.” Actually, fruit bombs are only a 
part of the wines that merit the term, “robust.” 
The dictionary terms associated with the word 
robust include bold, strong, hearty, full-bod-
ied, tough, forceful, stout, and forward. The 
antonyms for robust would be weak, feeble, 
delicate, and puny.

In considering those wines that qualify for 
the label of robust, there seem to be several 
types. The first would be the higher alcohol 
wines, such as a big, buttery California Char-
donnay or a white Rhone wine for the white, 
and Zinfandel, Syrah, and Petite Sirah for reds. 
A second category would be those with higher 

tannin content such as Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Petite Sirah, Syrah, and Tannat. A third cat-
egory would include those wines with higher 
extract in body. These would include Caber-
net Sauvignon, Tannat, Syrah, and Petite Sirah. 
Another term that is not listed in the diction-
ary definition of robust is “lively,” a term that 
implies that the wine is friendly, forward and 
pleasant, as most are. 

These wines demonstrate a unique power 
in the mouth that conveys a rich, unyielding 
background of acid, fullness, and exploding 
taste quite apart from the individual compo-
nents of flavor. This quality is, perhaps, easier 
to appreciate in a tasting than it is to describe 
verbally. As I was writing this, I reflected that 
last week I had a bowl of chicken noodle soup 
for lunch. Today, I had a bowl of clam chow-
der- much more robust than the chicken noo-
dle soup.

One of the popular venues for consump-
tion of a robust wine is to serve it alone. Peo-
ple who savor a robust wine want to appreci-
ate all of the flavors, aromas, and nuances of a 
robust wine in their entirety. Those who enjoy 
these wines alone are interested in the bold-
ness and forward flavors over the marriage of 
food and wine. 

Food pairings for those heavyweight, robust 
red wines centers around fare that is also heavy 
and rich. It is difficult to successfully match a 
light dish to a heavy wine with any success 
as the wine will just overpower the food and 
render it unenjoyable. Look, instead for foods 
that will complement those big wines. For a 
big Chardonnay, match with a dish like Fettuc-
cini or chicken Alfredo that carries the rich, 
buttery, full-mouth taste. For a robust red like 
Zinfandel, Gattinara, or Petite Sirah, look for 
roasts, grilled red meats, barbeque, and sturdy, 
hard cheeses, cheddar, or blue cheese. Beware 
of soft cheeses here as they tend to coat the 
palate and deter flavor.

Relaxing with a robust wine
WINE & DINE

TsT Home Improvement Services LLC 
Tip of the Month  By Tom S. Truesdale

               

 

Decks, Patios and Pavers
Spring is almost here and as the weather improves 
spending relaxing time outside with friends and 
family is an american tradition. An addition to or 
construction of a new deck, patio or paver area can 
add value to your home while providing outdoor 
recreational space. There are many options and 
several things that should be considered before 
beginning construction of a new patio, paver area 
or deck.

Consider Size & Layout:
• How many people would you like to 
accommodate?
• What type of outdoor furniture do you plan to 
purchase?
• Will the space be used for outdoor cooking?
• Think about shading from the sun.

Decks:
• Treated lumber is the most cost effective but 
comes with ongoing maintenance and upkeep.
• Composite products are available and can be 
affordable but upfront material costs are higher 
than treated wood products.
• Lifetime guarantees are available on some 
products.
• Composite products as virtually maintenance 
free.
• Fully composite handrail systems with 
decorative caps, in a variety of colors and 
railing spindles, can add ascetic uniqueness; the 
possibilities are virtually endless.

Concrete Patios:
• Concrete is a great option to consider if your 
project is being built at ground level.
• Concrete is extremely durable and low 
maintenance.
• Up front placement cost is generally higher 
than wood but less than composite
decking.
• Stamped concrete can provide a decorative look 
and the options are endless.
• Stamped concrete can equal or exceed the cost 
of a composite deck,
depending on the complexity of the pattern.

Paver Areas:
• Pavers can provide a great blend with 
landscaping and planting.
• Proper installation is labor intensive and critical 
with paver or else freeze thaw
cycles can disrupt and damage the product.
• Pavers systems can be built to incorporate a fire 
pit or custom outdoor fireplace. Something decks 
and concrete can not do.

Whether your project is a deck, concrete patio or 
an outdoor paver system, the options vary greatly 
from system to system, site to site. Planning and 
research of products should be carefully reviewed 
before starting your project. Depending on your 
location and type of project, permitting may be 
required. Review your local building codes and
always consult with a local qualified contractor 
for advise and guidance. Hope you enjoy the 
upcoming spring season with family and friends 
and I hope you have found this months dialog 
helpful, TsT.

TsT Home Improvement Services LLC
Helping people one job at a time...

317-550-8677
Plainfield, IN • email: thomas_truesdale@yahoo.com

website: tsthomeimprovement.com

1 Free Home Improvement Consulting Visit

Residential Renovations • Home Improvement Consulting 
Home Additions • Garages and Detached Buildings 

Interior and Exterior Contracting • Build to Suit
In Home Access and Mobility Solutions • Handyman Services

OLD BOB’S
10896 East US 36 • Avon, IN 46123

(317) 271-2266 • www.oldbobs.com
www.facebook.com/oldbobs   @oldbobs

We will 
build  a 

variety of 
buildings 

on your 
lot…

Let me help you customize your 
protection to match your needs.

Samantha Shearer
2020 South State Road 135 
Suite 203 
Greenwood, IN 46143
(317) 535-5644 x08294
samantha.shearer@libertymutual.com

For a free coverage review and no-obligation  
quote, contact me today.
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www.legacycremationservices.com

Basic Funeral with Casket starting at $2,495
Basic Cremation starting at $1,295

1604 W Morris Street • (317) 637-3733

SERVICES  
CREMATION & FUNERAL  

5215 N. Shadeland Avenue • (317) 562-0145

Superior Services For Significantly Less

Community • Compassion • CommitmentLearn to live with
lactose intolerance

RECIPE
For CG ICON by Family Features

If you or a loved one is lactose intolerant, 
you might find yourself confused about the 
condition and what it means 
for your eating habits. One 
common misperception is that 
you must eliminate dairy from 
your diet. Actually, by follow-
ing simple tips for manage-
ment, you can return to con-
fidently eating the dairy foods 
you love. 

Lactose intolerance occurs 
when a person has difficulty digesting lactose, 
the sugar naturally found in milk, which may 
cause them to experience physical symptoms 
when consuming foods that contain lactose. 

What many people don’t realize is that you 
can have lactose intolerance and still enjoy the 
taste and nutritional benefits of dairy foods. 
Many health professionals, as well as the as 
the 2010 Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 
encourage individuals with lactose intoler-
ance to continue to choose dairy foods first as 
a key source of essential nutrients. 

Milk is affordable and naturally nutrient 
rich like no other beverage. It provides nu-
trients your body needs, such as calcium for 
strong bones and protein for healthy muscles, 
without the added fat and calories you don’t 
need. What’s more, an 8-ounce glass of dairy 
milk provides 8 times more naturally occur-
ring protein than a glass of almond milk for 
just 25 cents.

Because tolerance for lactose varies from 
person to person, lactose intolerance is a 
highly individualized condition. You should 
talk to your doctor or a registered dietitian 
about a management approach that best suits 
you, including these ideas for comfortably in-
corporating dairy:

• Sip it: Start with a small amount of milk 
and slowly work your way up to an amount 

that doesn’t upset your stomach. Chocolate 
milk may be easier on your stomach than reg-
ular milk.

• Try it: Treat yourself to the many great-
tasting lactose-free dairy foods available in 
the dairy case. These are real dairy foods made 

from cow’s milk, just without 
the lactose (for example, lac-
tose-free milk or lactose-free 
cottage cheese).

• Stir it: Try eating dairy 
foods with other solid foods 
or meals; this helps give your 
body more time to digest the 
lactose. Mix milk into soup, 

have it with cereal or blend it with fruit. 
• Slice it: Top sandwiches or crackers with 

natural cheeses such as cheddar, colby, Mon-
terey Jack, mozzarella and Swiss. These chees-
es are low in lactose. 

• Spoon it: Enjoy yogurt. The friendly bac-
teria help your body break down lactose. 

With a little planning, individuals with lac-
tose intolerance can eat their favorite dairy 
foods confidently, such as this fruity yogurt 
smoothie. For more dairy recipes and nutri-
tion information, visit DairyMakesSense.com. 

 
Raspberry Strawberry

Yogurt Smoothie 
Servings: 4; Prep time: 5 minutes

• 1 cup low-fat vanilla yogurt
• 1 cup frozen raspberries, unsweetened
• 1 cup frozen strawberries, unsweetened
• 3/4 cup low-fat milk or lactose-free milk
• 1 cup ice (about 12 cubes)

Blend all ingredients in blender until 
smooth. Serve immediately.

familyfeatures.com

$1499

Large 1 topping  traditional 
crust pizza and an order of 

breadsticks

Like us on Facebook! Exp: 4/17/2015

2 N State  
Rd #135

Bargersville, IN
317.422.8114

Specializing in Antique 
& Vintage Items

Onsite • Online/Proxibid • E-Bay Consignment
Sandy Flippin, Gilley’s Antique Mall

(1 Mile West of Plainfield on U.S. 40)
Office: (317) 495-8482

Email: scamp45450@aol.com

aclassactauction.com

Toys, Glassware, China, Pottery, Coins, 
Trade Books, Trains & Much More!

AU11300035
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• Front Office
• Customer Service
• Administrative Assistant
• Accounting
• And more!

(317) 888-5700
707 South Madison Ave.  
Greenwood, IN 46143

ExpressIndySouth.com

In today’s competitive marketplace, successful companies are growing and innovating 
by hiring top talent. 

At Express, we help our clients quickly find top local talent allowing them to stay 
focused on other things.  Hiring is difficult and you need a resource that is looking for 
specialized talent everyday on your behalf.  We can help in the following areas:

Jordan Fischer is a contributing columnist for the Center 
Grove ICON. To ask Jordan a grammar question, write him at 
rjfische@gmail.com.

Taking grammar to heart
GRAMMAR GUY

Jordan Fischer
GRAMMAR GUY

Question: “Dear Grammar Guy, has ev-
eryone totally forgot what they 
learned in grade school about 
‘bring’ and ‘take?’ I have heard 
many examples lately from col-
lege educated(?) folks misusing 
these words. Here’s an example: 
‘I have to get up at 5:00 to bring 
Mom and Dad to the airport. Why 
am I still up?’ (from a Facebook 
post)  Obviously to me it should 
be ‘take’ since the writer is not 
currently living at the airport. 
Should I just give up on it?” – 
(Bernie Augenstein, Greenwood)

Answer: Never give up, Bernie! Never sur-
render!

I share your pain on this one. The rule is re-
ally quite simple – and it’s all about you!

The Oxford Dictionaries boil it down to 
this: “The essential difference between these 
two words is that ‘bring’ implies movement 
toward someone or something … whereas 
‘take’ implies movement away from someone 
or something.”

Given your example above, “take” is clearly 
the correct word. But let’s flip it on its head to 
see how the point of reference of the speaker 
changes things. 

If our speaker is, in fact, already at the air-
port, they might say something like, “Did you 
bring snacks for the flight?” or “I brought 

headsets for all of us.” However if 
the speaker is still at home, the verb 
changes: “Mom and Dad already 
took the snacks with them.” “Are 
we all taking carry-ons?” (Side note: 
Several airlines appear to be spell-
ing “carry-on” as “carryon.” Don’t 
do that.)

Just remember the two parts to 
the equation: Where you are and 
where the person or thing is go-
ing in relation to you. Things are 
“brought” to you and “taken” away 

from you – despite the Gershwins’ lovely 1937 
song claiming the contrary.

What are your thoughts?
Send your comments to:

news@myICON.info 
for print consideration!
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Curbing computer chaos

I updated my computer to Windows 8.1 
when I was prompted to by Mi-
crosoft updates. I don’t like it 
and it is not working with some 
of my programs. Is there a way to 
undo this update? 

Microsoft considers this an up-
grade rather than an update even 
though it is offered up through 
Windows updates. According to 
Microsoft, there is not a way to 
undo or use the System Restore fea-
ture to undo this upgrade, and in 
fact, they report it destroys the recovery par-
tition. This in essence eliminates the easy way 
to get back to your original operating system. 
I advise customers to research the upgrade to 
make sure it is compatible with their current 
programs and needs before they make the 
leap. Also, it is a good idea to make sure you 
have your recovery media before you make 
any major changes like this to your comput-
er. Recovery media gives you the means to 
reinstall your original operating system, and 
in some cases the programs, that came with 
the computer originally. If your computer did 
not come with the recovery media, it is a good 

idea to create it when you get a new computer 
– you will likely need it at some point during 
the life of the computer. 

I bought a new computer and it 
did not come with any discs or 
documentation. What will I do if 
I need to reinstall Windows or a 
program it came with? I bought 
Microsoft when I got the com-
puter and it is installed, but it did 
not come with any discs. 

There’s an unfortunate trend that 
has been going on for some time 
in the computer world. Computers 
used to come with CDs or DVDs 

to reinstall the operating system for the occa-
sions that the operating systems needed to be 
installed for some reason. The reasons could 
range from the operating system becoming 
too corrupt to repair to hard drive failure that 
required the hard drive to be replaced.  When 
manufacturers stopped shipping discs with 
the units, most included a tool to create your 
own by burning them to CDs or DVDs which 
may use 3-14 discs depending on what all was 
being backed up and what media was being 
used. The failure rate of optical media was 
very high not only in burning but also in ac-
tually using them when it is time. Nowadays, 

many still have this option although the back-
up is written to 16GB or 32GB flash drives. 
The failure rate is not as high in my experi-
ence, but many people do not take the time to 
create the recovery on a flash drive. Remem-
ber these important tips:  be sure to make the 
recovery media when prompted – you will 
need a flash drive. If it fails, contact the man-
ufacturer immediately and request they send 
you media as a courtesy since their internal 

tool failed, and 
lastly – the recovery 
media only does you any good if you 
can find it when you need it and someone 
hasn’t written over it. Be sure to keep the re-
covery media some place safe and where you 
can find it after you create it. 

TECH SAVVY

Regina Miller
TECH SAVVY

Regina Miller owns Geek in Pink. Contact her with tech 
questions at regina@geekinpink.com or (317) 882-1606.

“Indy’s Oldest Heating & Cooling Co.”

317-639-1111 callthiele.com

FREE
2nd Opinion

Will be honored upon presentation of
Competitor Invoice at time of service.

Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 4/4/15.

132nd Anniversary Sale

$59.95
Furnace or
Heat Pump

Tune Up
Must present at time of service.

Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Mon-Fri 8am-4pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 4/4/15.

132nd Anniversary Sale

Must present at time of service.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.

Thiele 639-1111. Expires 4/4/15.

132nd Anniversary Sale

FREE
10 Year Warranty

on the purchase
of an air conditioner,

heat pump or furnace

Save up to

$4801/2
price

Service call
Must present at time of service.

Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount
W/ paid repair. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 4/4/15. M-F 8-4

132nd Anniversary Sale

No Hassle Financing Available! WAC

Save
$45
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Lori D. Lowe is an author and a marriage blogger at Marriage-
Gems.com. Lori and her husband of 18 years live in Indianap-
olis with their two children.

One thing that will improve your marriage
MARRIAGE

By Lori D. Lowe
Did you ever notice that TV shows feature 

the clever wife rescuing the absentminded, 
not-so-bright husband? To do the opposite 
would be politically incorrect, but some-
how it’s cool to crush on the guys for their 
ineptitude. They further the stereotype that 
men just never seem to do things the way we 
would, and we have to come in and “fix” ev-
erything.

Unfortunately, this cultural tendency has 
crept its way into many homes with wives/
moms showing our men “how it’s done” when 
it comes to caring for kids and the home. 
(There is a right way to fold the towels and 

load the dishwasher, after all.) 
I read one woman’s story about having a fit 

over her husband bringing home 70 percent 
lean ground beef instead of 80 percent. She 
berated him endlessly about how he was un-
reliable and untrustworthy over such a small 
mistake. Then she realized her nagging, crit-
icizing and complaining was one-sided and 
deeply hurting their marriage. It was a mo-
ment of clarity that should be an eye-opener 
for the rest of us.

If you hear yourself giving a diatribe about 
your partner’s perceived error of the day, con-
sider that you might be overreacting, as well 
as forgetting the many things they do well. 
Even if your spouse handles the kids differ-
ently, are they safe and well cared for? Maybe 
he’s not as good at helping the kids with their 

homework, but does he expect you to change 
the oil in your car?

Most men value respect very highly, and 
criticism can make them feel disrespected. 
Being critical isn’t only a female problem. 
Some men are in the habit of criticizing or 
nagging their wives. Chances are this isn’t get-
ting you more of what you want in life. If she 
is not the perfect cook, she probably doesn’t 
need you to regularly inform her of this fact.

My husband will tell you I’m a little control-
ling about which cutting boards are used for 
what purposes (meat vs. veggies) as well as 
what laundry items are hung versus put in the 
dryer. We all have our hang-ups. However, we 
should recognize when our husband or wife is 
trying to help. 

This year, make sure you express gratitude 
more than nagging. Yep, say thank you, even 
if it wasn’t done just as you would do it. Drop 
the nagging, critical tone. Practice letting go 
of the details. For instance, if you ask for your 
spouse to handle dinner, don’t interfere or 
complain, even if he decides on take-out.

Look for your moment of clarity. Then turn 
it around.

Health
DISPATCH

Daily aspirin use  
not so healthy

Patients with certain heart or blood 
conditions may have heard a doctor’s 
advice to take a daily aspirin in order to 
prevent blood clots—the culprits causing 
heart attacks and strokes. The Journal 
of the American College of Cardiology 
published a new study that claimed one 
in 10 people “were either prescribed 
an aspirin regimen or daily they were 
taking one preventively when it wasn’t 
necessary.” The recommended dosage for 
a person on a daily aspirin regimen is only 
81 milligram—equivalent to the dose of a 
baby aspirin in the U.S. Too much 
aspirin can cause the blood 
to become too thin, 
which causes other 
health complications. 

– CNN Health

EVENT PARTNERS: Center Grove Community Newsletter • Center Grove ICON • Center Grove Living • Monarch Beverage  
• Poynter Sheet Metal • Trademark Surfaces • Approved Mortgage • CSO Architects • DeFur-Voran LLP, Rob Daniels • Distance 
Learning Systems • ERA Real Estate Links Team Stone • Greg Hubler Chevrolet • Home Bank • Hunt Construction • The Guyer 
Institute • InterDesign • Lancer+Beebe Architects • Precision Products • Salin Bank • Spotlight Strategies • Stacked Pickle • The 
Jeff Beck Family • Century 21 Scheetz/Jill Johnson • The Garrett Companies • Green Owens Insurance • Hickman Orthodontics • 
Indiana Members Credit Union • Keyes Outdoor Advertising • Linder/McClurg Team RE/MAX Select • Money Mailer • Mount Pleasant 
Christian Church • My Neighborhood Source • My Ortho Team • Natural Stone Creations • The Newport Family • Old National Bank 
• Pacers • PNC Bank • Secure Transit • Stair Associates • Robert Swaney Consulting • Wilson St. Pierre Funeral Service

For more about Foundation and Partnerships, visit 
www.CenterGroveFoundation.org

See you next year at the Gala!

Thank you to the Center Grove Community  
for a Successful 2015 Gala for the Grove

Due to the generosity of our 42 Event Partners and 
nearly 400 Gala Guests, the future is even  

brighter for Center Grove schools.

Thank You!

“TO THE FUTURE TOGETHER!”

CENTER GROVE EDUCATION FOUNDATION
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1986 Center Grove graduate Jeff McDonald goes  
from ‘class instigator’ to professional comedian

By Nicole Davis
When Jeff McDonald graduated from Center Grove High School in 

1986, teachers wrote messages about him on the diploma he was handed 
at the ceremony. He was called ‘incorrigible’ and a ‘class instigator.’ Hav-
ing gone on to eventually become a professional comedian who has trav-
eled the U.S. for his performances, McDonald says those comments may 
have summed up what he was to become.

 “I found out most comedians are like this – we’re not the guy to stand 
up in front of the classroom,” McDonald says. “We’re the one in the back 
of the room whispering to the person next to us. I like to think I was the 
guy that connected people through humor. If you were to ask people 
about me, they’d say he’s humorous. Lord knows I’ve been kicked out of 
enough classrooms.”

McDonald grew up in a house on Grace Street. After high school, he 
went to Indiana University and later worked for the welfare department 
in Clinton County and then Johnson County for seven years. While he 
was working for National City Bank downtown Indianapolis, he says he 
would perform at amateur nights at local clubs. When he went to per-
form one night, in walked Carrot Top and another man McDonald had 
went to school with. Their referrals lead to bookers discovering him, and 
to performances scheduled in other states.

“I quit my job,” McDonald says. “I was king of the world. That was in 
2001 and I haven’t looked back.”

McDonald says people often ask the greatest thing he’s ever accom-
plished. His response, “I say I gave myself a chance.” It was a risk for him 
to leave his secure career to pursue his passion for comedy. For nine 
years, he worked his way up in clubs and was on the road most of the 
time. He has performed in casinos across the country, including las Ve-
gas. He’s gotten to perform with comedians such as Drew Carey or Sein-
feld. All that time on the road was exhausting. McDonald says he had 
just returned home after one particular trip when his uncle called and 
asked if he could perform for a reverse raffle for a fraternal organization. 
Since then, he’s decided to perform for more local organizations, cor-
porations and small theaters. He’s gotten back into acting and spending 
more time at his home in Fountain Square.

“My show has grown from 45 minutes to an hour to now almost two 
hours,” McDonald says. “I’ve had to cut back. That’s a good problem to 
have. The last two years have been a period of growth for me.”

McDonald says he enjoys performing for a smaller crowd and making 
his show more personal. He talks about topics of life experience, family 
and relationships. He says he enjoys an old-school style of comedy. His 
next performance is at the March 21, 8 to 9:30 p.m. at the Greenwood 
VFW, 333 S. Washington St., Greenwood. Cost is $15 admission, with 
proceeds benefiting the VFW and the USO of Indiana. McDonald says 
the USO is an organization for which he’s chosen to partner with when 
possible, and a percent of his merchandise is donated to it.

 “This show is not just a comedy show, but people will benefit,” Mc-
Donald says. “The Greenwood VFW who does tremendous community 
outreach and so does the USO. It should be a fun show and it will benefit 
not one but two good entities.”

Getting to  
know Jeff…

What’s some advice you wish 
someone had given you when you 
were younger? I would have told 
myself to relax, stop beating yourself 
up. Learn to enjoy moments when 
they happen. If I could, I would tell 
myself God gave you all the tools you 
need to be successful. Enjoy the small 
moments.

In your school-age years, is there 
a person who had a significant 
impact on you? My favorite teacher 
was my first grade teacher, Mrs. 
Bodine and Mrs. Gallman, my English 
teacher. 

Mr. McPherson. When I was 12, 
my next door neighbor was going 
through a divorce. He went outside 
and shoots one of the dogs... Before 
the police showed up, Mr. McPherson, 
a retired officer, calmed the guy. 
All of us kids in the neighborhood 
would hang out at my house and 
play basketball. (Mr. McPherson) 
was always really good to us kids. 
After that happened next door, you 
can imagine how tense that was. 
After that we always had a special 
connection. He kind of came in and 
saved the day. He was a good guy. 
The last time I saw him was years ago 
at a mutual friend’s funeral. He was in 
declining health, and passed away a 
year ago. But we got to talking and he 
found out I got into comedy. He said 
he was very proud.

What do you do in your free time? 
I write. In this business I never stop 
writing. I like to read. I believe that 
if you go a day without learning 
something new, it’s a day wasted. 

What are some goals you’d like to 
accomplish in the coming years? I 
want to keep doing this and I want to 
be better at it. I want to be a better 
person, a better comedian and take 
opportunities as they come my way.

I found out most comedians are like this –  
we’re not the guy to stand up in front of the classroom.  

We’re the one in the back of the room whispering  
to the person next to us. ~ Jeff McDonald

“

“
FEATURE

The Joke’s on Jeff

Jeff McDonald

Jeff McDonald performs his comedy acts at clubs around the nation.

Photo by Nicole Davis

Submitted Photo
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Teacher of  the Month

Kids, send your name, address and telephone  number along with a 100-word summary of why 
your teacher should be honored as the HomeBank/Center Grove Icon Teacher of the Month to 
teacher@myicon.info. The deadline for nominations for the April – May 2015 Teacher of the 
Month is March 27th. Your teacher will receive special recognition and something very cool from 
HomeBank, plus your class will win a pizza party compliments of Chicago’s Pizza. Please take time 
to nominate a deserving teacher from Center Grove.

Chicago’s Pizza  
is the official ICON  

Teacher of the Month  
Pizza Party supplier

CENTER GROVE

Mrs. McDowell
By Melanie Gomez

6th Grade, Center Grove 
Middle School North

Hi, My name is Melanie Gomez and 
I go to Center Grove Middle School 
North and I would like to nominate 
my Language Arts and Social Studies 
Teacher, Mrs. McDowell, to be your 
Teacher of the Month. Mrs. McDowell 
is a very kind and loving teacher. She 
teaches very well and understands and 
loves all of her students. She is a great 
teacher at the Center Grove Middle 
School North school. Sometimes she 
goes to meetings and comes back to 
tell us how cool her meetings were, she 
is such an inspiration to all the kids 
in our class and I. She has taught me 
so much over this year it would mean 
so much to her and I if she won this 

award. My math and Science teacher is great too. She is also caring and so sweet and 
funny. Both of my teachers are getting a class pet for the class, but they won’t tell 
us what it is because, it’s a surprise. Thank you to both my teachers Mrs. McDowell 
(language and Social studies) and Miss. Campbell (math and science) they are the best 
I could ever ask for. :)

From left, Melanie Gomez, Mrs. McDowell and  
Carolynn J. Hobson, assistant vice president/banking  

center manager of HomeBank. 

Pictured is Mrs. McDowell’s 
sixth grade class at Center 

Grove Middle School North 
enjoying their pizza party!

March – April
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FINANCE DISPATCHES
n BEWARE PHISHING TAX SCAMS, 
WARNS IRS The IRS Commissioner John 
Koskinen made a statement in January re-
garding tax scammers sending “phishing” 
emails that are made to look like official re-
quests from the IRS or other government 
agencies. According to his statement, “The 
IRS won’t send you an email about a bill 

or refund out of the blue. Don’t 
click on one claiming to be 
from the IRS that takes you by 
surprise.” Any unsolicited mail 
that appears to come from 

the IRS or re-
lated agen-
cy (like the 
E l e c t ro n i c 
Federal Tax 

Payment Sys-
tem), people 

are encouraged to not 
reply, open any attachments or click on 
any links within the email body. Any of the 
above could allow scammers to collect 
sensitive information on your computer or 
infect your computer with a malicious vi-
rus. – CNN Money

n OVERLAP OF MILLENNIALS AND 
OVERDRAFTS New data from a Consum-
er Financial Protection Bureau report cites 
persons aged 18 to 25 are four times more 
likely than their elders to suffer 10 over-
draft fees (or more) per year. Overdraft 
fees averaging about $34 can add up if re-
peat offenders neglect to check their bank 
accounts. On the other hand, this isn’t 
such bad news for banks who collected 
approximately $32 billion in overdraft fees 
in 2013, according to Moebs Services. Peo-
ple hoping to avoid overdraft fees should 
seek a kind of overdraft protection that 
links a checking account to a savings ac-
count so that one may draw from another 
in the case of insufficient funds. There may 
still be a fee involved, but it may prevent 
future financial woes. – Credit.com

n EURO’S STRUGGLE NOT BENEFICIAL 
FOR AMERICANS Though the American 
dollar may be catching up to the euro, it’s 
not because of the success of the dollar—
and U.S. citizens hoping to save money 
on European goods may be out of luck. 
The last time the euro was valued this low 
against the dollar was in August 2003. 
But since the U.S. economy is recovering 
and upper-income families are still willing 
to spend money, companies importing 
goods see little reason to cut prices. Sav-
ings as a direct result of the euro’s decline 
in value are being pocketed by distribu-
tors and manufacturers. However, Ameri-
cans abroad in one of the 19 countries that 
use the euro will get more bang for their 
buck, but don’t expect flight prices to go 
down any time soon. – Fox Business 

Making the Rounds
Craig Valier opens 9Round in Greenwood to offer a quick  

and effective workout to a busy clientele
A quick, intense kickboxing workout in 

30 minutes at any time: the concept behind 
9Round is what attracted owner, Craig Valier to 
want to open his own location at 520 N. State 
Rd., Greenwood. 

“I think there’s a misconception about kick-
boxing,” Valier said. “It’s a stress relief. We 
change workouts daily and (our clients) can 
come in any time they want. What makes us 
unique is there will be trainers with them at all 
times, and it’s included in the cost.”

9Round in Greenwood opened on Dec. 8 
and Valier said he’s happy with how the word of 
mouth has spread so far. 

Valier said they try to keep it fun for the cli-
ents, with music and the ever-changing rou-
tines. Each new person is given a “fighter name” 
and they enjoy using those during the work-
outs. Valier is Craig the Crusher.

“We have had clients make tremendous 
strides in their health,” Valier said. “It’s just fun 
to watch that and knowing you played a part in 
that.”

Monthly fees start at $49 a month. Valier said 
he recommends clients come three to four days 
a week. 

“I love helping people reach their fitness 
goals,” said Steve Walters, trainer at 9Round. 
“We do the same workout they do. We believe 
in it 100 percent.”

As the business begins to pick up, Valier said 
he would love to open three to four other loca-
tions of the franchise in the future.

Why did you open this business?
I’ve always been into fitness. It’s always been my passion. I was in 

corporate, sales marketing, for 35 years. I wanted to do something dif-
ferent. I researched businesses. This one caught my eye.

What did you do to prepare for opening this 
business?

I researched the demographics of the area, made 
sure there was a market for fitness, kickboxing in 
particular. I was looking for an area that didn’t have 
this concept. I wanted to bring that unique fitness 
model to Central Indiana.

Who is your ideal customer/client?
We are about 60/40 women to men. I cater to all 

fitness levels. My most common customer is a mom 
with kids in school. They have 30 minutes to come 

to the gym, get their workout in and get on with their busy lives. I have 
a lot of guys, too, that want a big cardio workout. I haven’t seen anyone 
yet that has come in and hasn’t just loved it.

How do you plan to be successful?
Customer service, catering to what my clients 

need. This is definitely a people business. We re-
member everyone’s name. We have fun. We keep it 
interesting for everyone in here. Workouts change 
daily.

What would we be surprised to learn about you 
or your company?

They’d be surprised at how much fun it is. Me, 
personally, they’d be surprised that I used to be a 
professional body builder.

Craig Valier opened 9Round in Greenwood to offer busy residents a kickboxing workout to fit into any schedule.

Photo by Nicole Davis

9Round
520 N. State Rd. 135, Suite Q

Greenwood, IN 46142
9round.com/GWIN

(317) 300-1830

Compiled by 
Nicole Davis

I researched the demographics of the area, made sure there was a  
market for fitness, kickboxing in particular. I was looking for an area  

that didn’t have this concept. I wanted to bring that unique  
fitness model to Central Indiana. ~ Craig Valier
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Perhaps you have read the buzz of late, 
“We have been experiencing 5 percent 
Growth Domestic Product (GDP) in the 

last fiscal quarter, and I did it all by 
myself,” according to Obama. Perhaps 
MSNBC is stupid enough to believe 
it, but the small business person like 
our readers is not! So, is this really a 
descent rate of GDP growth; what is 
the truth of the matter? If you read a 
bit of news and drill online beyond 
the home page, a picture begins to 
emerge. Here is Honest Howard’s 
take on things. No, I am not my hero 
Charles Kraulthamer with an Ivy 
League research staff, but I put my 
best man on it: me, to answer that 
question.

First, recall that our economy has been 
growing at the rate of 2.5 percent, a record 
slow rate for this late in a post-recession re-
covery. So we are only looking at a net 2.5 per-
cent gain for the fourth quarter. Did that come 
from Obama? I heard this surprising tidbit 
from Rush Limbaugh, that the cumulative ef-
fect of all of the 7 million forced Obama Care 
premiums accounted for a significant por-
tion of incremental growth. My next thought, 
some Business Leader issues back, I wrote 

that when Obama’s extended unemployment 
ran out, we had a record number of new hire 
growth in the economy, almost a point and a 

half, go figure. I read in some rags, 
that their addition to our GDP by 
way of new goods and services pro-
duced gave the economy a nice ad-
ditional boost as.   

During most of the Obama ad-
ministration’s five years, we have 
been buying a significant amount of 
our petroleum in this hemisphere, 
but not from home-grown USA. 
Now, here is a two-pronged perfect 
storm for GDP growth. With the re-
cent addition of fracking and cheap 
gas, we are experiencing an $800 

per household savings in annual fuel costs. 
The consumer is spending this $800 bonus in 
general household goods that stimulates the 
production chain in a way that buying off- 
shore oil does not. This adds to more signifi-
cant GDP growth. What is the other prong? 
Instead of giving these billions to Spanish-and 
Arabic-speaking people, we are giving it to 
good old frackin’ “red necks” from the Dako-
tas. So what you ask? When you give all this 
cash to an American, not a foreigner, not only 
does it not hurt our balance of trade deficit, 

but this frackin’ guy from the Dakotas adds 
this to our Gross Domestic Product once his 
wife realizes she can now buy a semi-truck 
load of Carharts in every shade of brown and 
a pair of boots for every day of the year!  

Lastly, there is another impact. We now 
have a significant number of governors, all 
Republican, who are performing magnificent-
ly in the area of job creation. Indiana’s Mike 
Pence is a leader among them. Ohio and Texas 
are job growth leaders, also, to name a couple 
of other states. These folks have busted their 
hump to create job growth in spite of national 
trends. If you would casually mention to these 
governors that the President’s policies have 
actually fostered their states growth, be pre-
pared to be thrown out, head first, from their 
offices. It’s the governor’s version of, “You did 
not start that company, the Federal govern-
ment did.”  As we have seen from an above 
paragraph, these new hires add to the GDP as 
well.  

I read an editorial by a guy who said the 
only thing that Obama actually did to help 
the GDP is to finally stop unemployment pay-
ments. That writer was probably just a smart-
mouthed editorialist! 

Howard Hubler
COLUMNIST

Howard Hubler can be reached at howard@hubler.com.

5 percent growth GDP? Think again

3925 River Crossing Pkwy, Suite 300  |  Indianapolis, IN 46240  |  317.472.2200 / 800.469.7206  |  somersetcpas.com

Somerset CPAs and Advisors provides more than just traditional CPA services.  We offer a 
broad range of capabilities and services that address the diverse needs of each of our clients.  
With years of experience, formal training, industry-specific knowledge and dedication, we 
are able to provide personalized solutions for you based on a solid understanding of your 
business and the issues unique to your industry.

Somerset’s expertise covers a variety of industries, including:

Any firm can give you an opinion.
We will give you a partner.

AN INDEPENDENT MEMBER OF

ALLIANCE USA

find us on...

Visit us online at somersetcpas.com to learn more about our people and how we can help  
you achieve and surpass your financial goals.

entrepreneurial
health care
manufacturing & distribution
not-for-profit
real estate

agribusiness
architecture & engineering
construction
dealerships
dental

TECHNOLOGY DISPATCHES
n DRUG-DEALING DRONE CRASHES 
IN TIJUANA The drone industry is boom-
ing—Amazon and Google are poised 
to offer drone delivery in the near fu-
ture, but smugglers appear to have beat 
them to it. A drone—believed to be a DJI 
Spread Wings S900—crashed in a shop-
ping center parking lot in Tijuana in Jan-
uary. According to the Associated Press, 
the drone had been carrying “six packets 
of methamphetamines, weighing about 
6.6 pounds.” And according to the Tijuana 
police, this isn’t the first instance of drone 
smuggling they’ve encountered. – CNET

n BRAINWAVE TECH FINDS CREATIVE 
USES Improvements in technology have 
continuously affected the way artists and 
creators interacted with their works. De-
spite the most recent innovations in digi-
tal art, yet another bit of technology has 
arrived on the scene to make a splash 
in the artistic community—responsive 
brainwave interfaces. Recording brain ac-
tivity (electroencephalography or EEG), 
has been around the 1800s, but scientists 
and software designers are only at the tip 
of the iceberg as for its potential creative 
uses. Commercial applications may be 
widely available before the end of the de-
cade. – Yahoo Tech
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Mike Heffner is the owner of the Greenwood Express Employment Professionals franchise. Contact Mike at mike.heffner@expresspros.
com or visit www.expressindysouth.com.
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  Deposit checks on your schedule.

  Make deposits from anywhere. 

  Capture check images with your  
 device’s camera.

It’s easy to deposit checks  
with your mobile device.

MOBILE DEPOSITS?
CHECK.

West Smith Valley Road and SR 135

882-8200

About the time this comes out in print, 
many will be thinking about one thing: 
winning. It’s March, and in Indiana 

terms, that means it’s tournament time. That 
also means that it becomes all about winning. 
It’s win or go home, right? I love this time of 
year because I love to see players, 
coaches and teams going all out and 
giving their best. I love to see people 
compete. It brings out their best.

To me, it’s not about winning. It’s 
about competing. Vince Lombardi 
says, “Winning is not everything, 
but wanting to win is.” Those who 
know me know that I am a compet-
itive person. Yes, I like to win. But 
for me, it’s even more about giving it 
your all. It’s about effort, excellence 
and striving.

So if it’s not about winning – then 
it begs the question, why play the game? Why 
set goals, why strive harder? I am a huge fan of 
Vince Lombardi’s thinking. He was a man who 
believed that “The will to win, the desire to 
succeed, the urge to reach your full potential 
… these are the keys that will unlock the door 
to personal excellence.” I think that’s why you 
compete and play the game. It’s not about be-
ing better than someone else. It’s about con-
stantly striving to become something better.  

So why all this talk about winning and com-
peting and striving to be better? Well, late-
ly, I have just seen so many people settle for 
the “ok.” I have also seen many who just plain 
don’t care. They want something for nothing. 
In my world, most are looking for a great job, 
great pay and to work at a great company. But 

too often as of late, I am seeing too many who 
want a job handed to them. They are not will-
ing to compete. It’s just sad.

I have always been one who has said that if 
something is really worth doing, do it with ex-
cellence. Why not pursue excellence and why 

not look to perform at a high level? 
Isn’t that what we are called to do? 
The Bible teaches us to pursue ex-
cellence. There are so many places 
in the scriptures that talk about how 
God wants us to glorify Him in ev-
erything we do. Without pursuing 
excellence, life is bland and vanilla. 

1 Corinthians 10:31 tells us that 
we are to do whatever we do, wheth-
er it is viewed as important by soci-
ety or very menial and insignificant, 
whether one is the president of a 
large company or one who cleans 

the offices at night, all is to be done to the 
glory of God. Regardless of what we do, it de-
serves our best, for in the long run, it reflects 
on the honor and glory of our God and will 
ultimately be rewarded by Him (1 Cor. 15:58).

The pursuit of excellence is never a matter 
of simply choosing between what is good or 
bad, but of choosing what is best or superior 
because it will better enable us to accomplish 
what God has designed us to be and do.

So I will get off my soap box now and move 
on by watching some basketball.  I look for-
ward to seeing some good old fashion, give it 
all you have passion and the pursuit of excel-
lence.  God Bless!

Is it about winning or  
is it about competing?

Mike Heffner
COLUMNIST

PERSONNEL MATTERS
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WHERE WE WORSHIP

Something in the water

Saints Francis & Clare Catholic Church was 
the first church the Hill family attended when 
they moved to Greenwood in 2000. They’d 
heard good things from neighbors and gave 
the church a chance in 2001. 

“A lot of times when you’re raised Catholic, 
you are looking for a place, a church, similar to 
the one you grew up in,” says Jennifer (Jenni) 
Hill. “I grew up on the Southside of Chicago. 
The way the church looks is the more mod-
ern building, the size of the (community), it 
felt like home.”

Even though the family moved to Martins-
ville in 2008, they are still active with Saints 
Francis & Clare.

“It’s become my community for me,” Jen-
ni says. “My children attend school here and 
have for eight years. As the church has grown 
and added on, I feel proud that I’ve contrib-
uted my time, talents and treasures to that. 
There’s a sense of ownership and that you’ve 
helped create this.”

Jenni is a registered nurse who spent most 
of her career in long-term care. When a po-
sition became available as school nurse at 
Saints Francis & Clare a year ago, she says 
she jumped at the opportunity. She also runs 
adult volleyball on Friday 
nights and volunteers with 
the concession stand which 
helps pay for the eighth 
graders’ Washington, D.C., 
Trip. Her husband of 18 
years, Jeremy, had previ-
ously served on the school 

board. Jeremy and Jenni have three children: 
Addisyn is 13, Alexander is 10, and Aiden is 8.

What is it about your place of worship that 
helps you grow spiritually?

During Mass, Father Vince and Father Dave 
give such great homilies that help me relate 
the Gospel to my everyday life. They are al-
ways encouraging me to focus on my relation-
ship with God. This can be through prayer or 
service to others. I enjoy attending Mass on 
Thursdays or our school ministry. I feel that 
the songs I sing at Mass uplift my soul and 
bring me closer to God.

What is it about your place of worship that 
helps you feel connected to your spouse, 
children, parents or family?

I enjoy attending Mass as a family and shar-
ing my beliefs with my husband, children and 
parents. I feel connected when we hold hands 
during Mass and say the Lord’s Prayer and 
share with each other the sign of peace. This 
can be a handshake, hug or kiss with my fam-
ily. I feel connected when we pray together at 
meals as a family.

What is one meaningful event that has 
taken place at your place of worship?

There have been many meaningful events 
here at Saints Francis & 
Clare, but most important 
to me were the baptisms of 
my three children.

Why would you recom-
mend your place of wor-
ship to someone?

I would recommend Saints Francis & Clare 
to anyone looking for a sense of community. I 
feel that as a church, we have a lot to offer for 
anyone wanting to get involved in his or her 
church community. I love that my children at-
tend school here and we are always looking for 
ways to serve others.

Saints Francis & Clare  
Catholic Church

5901 Olive Branch Rd.
Greenwood, IN 46143

(317) 215-2826
ss-fc.org

Compiled by Nicole Davis

From left front, Alexander, Aiden; middle, Jennifer, 
Addisyn; and back, Jeremy Hill.

By Pastor Chris Philbeck
I don’t know if you’ve ever heard or read 

the name Bobby Leach, but he was a man who 
achieved fame and fortune when, at the age 
of 53, he went over Niagara Falls in a barrel 
(sounds crazy, I know). When he recuperat-
ed from the injuries sustained in that fall, he 
spent the next several years traveling around 
the world, with his barrel in tow, recounting 
the experience for enthusiastic audiences in 
circus tents and lecture halls. Leach had been 
a lifelong circus performer, so daredevil stunts 
were nothing new to him. In fact, even into his 
sixties, he was attempting crazy things, like 
swimming across whirlpool rapids. So here’s 
an interesting question: How did he die? How 
did death overtake a man who had defied it 
on so many occasions in his life? The honest 

truth is he slipped and fell. In 1926 while on 
a publicity tour in New Zealand, he slipped 
and fell. Some reports said he slipped on an 
orange peel, while others said it was a banana 
peel, but the bottom line is that he slipped and 
fell. When he fell, he injured his leg, his leg 
became infected, and eventually gangrene set 
in, which ultimately led to his leg being ampu-
tated. But in spite of this extreme procedure, 
Bobby Leach died two months later from 
complications.  

It seems strange to think that a man who 
could survive Niagara Falls in a barrel couldn’t 
survive a banana peel. But, when you stop and 
think about it, so much of the time it’s the 
little things in life that get the best of us be-
cause they catch us off guard. If you know that 
you’re going over the falls in a barrel, then you 
can be fully prepared. You can take whatever 
safety precautions are available and you can 

be “prayed up.” But if you’re doing something 
as simple and mundane as walking across 
the room, then you’re not usually concerned 
about whether you’ve got your guard up, but 
that’s when we slip and fall. That’s pretty much 
what the apostle Paul was talking about in I 
Corinthians 10:12 when he wrote, “So if you 
think you are standing firm, be careful that 
you don’t fall.”  

There’s great wisdom in keeping your guard 
up. That’s especially true when it comes to our 
spiritual lives. The Bible says in I Peter 5:8, 
“Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the 
devil prowls around like a roaring lion look-
ing for someone to devour.” Because we have 
this ever-present enemy who wants to “de-
vour” us, we can’t afford the luxury of think-
ing that we’re standing firm, even in the most 
routine parts of our lives. That means we can’t 
afford to skip our daily devotions, we can’t af-

ford to let other things take the place of the 
fellowship and community we find in our lo-
cal church. We can’t afford to neglect our re-
lationships with our husband or wife or our 
children. We can’t afford to allow our integrity 
to be compromised in small ways thinking no 
one will ever know. I could go on and on. 

It’s not hard to miss the dangerous mo-
ments of life that appear in the form of some-
thing as powerful as Niagara Falls, but it’s 
sometimes easy to miss the small things like 
a banana peel … until it’s too late. Keep your 
guard up, friends. Remember, it’s when you 
think you’re standing firm that you’re most 
susceptible to a fall.  

Chris Philbeck is senior pastor of Mount Pleasant Christian 
Church. You may email him at inquiry@mpccministry.com or 
call (317) 881-6727.

DEVOTIONAL

Be cautious of standing still

Submitted Photo

Jenni Hill says Saints Francis & Clare has felt like home to her since the family began attending in 2001
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Students who might have otherwise been bored sitting in class have a challenging curriculum 
at Center Grove which prepares them to be more organized and dedicated as they progress in 
their education. Penny Poynter, one of three teachers who put together the extended learning 
curriculum for high ability students in 2000, will retire in June. As she nears the end of her 21-
year career with the Center Grove School Corporation, she says she will “miss the kids dearly.”

“My husband says I was born to be a teacher,” Penny says. “I think maybe God did that for me, 
because I love it. I love the kids and seeing the lightbulb go on when they get it.”

Penny grew up on the Southside of Indianapolis, in Perry Township. She teaches fifth grade 
extended learning at North Grove Elementary. The curriculum is also offered at Center Grove 
Elementary. She said the students are a year ahead in math, conduct more research 
projects and learn skills on how to stay organized for their often busy schedules. 
Penny has also trained the enrichment teachers on the school’s second level 
of high ability programming, for students in lower grade levels. Of all 
she’s accomplished in her career, she says she hopes she’s just helped 
create a love of learning.

“I just like to see to it that the kids can think for themselves, 
be independent,” Penny says. “We take them faster and farther 
with the curriculum. We want the kids to learn how to 
think on their own, to reason, to make decisions. They go 
into middle school and high school knowing how to plan 
a research project, how to organize their work schedules. 
They are involved in many activities and we require a lot 
of them. I’ve had kids come back and say I knew what to 
expect and felt confident doing it.”

Penny lives in the Center Grove area with her husband, 
Denny. They attend Southland Community Church. They 
have three sons and four grandchildren. 

Here, we learn more about our Center Grove Icon of the 
month, Penny Poynter.

What do you consider your greatest virtue?  I think 
fairness is my greatest virtue.

What do you most deplore in others?  I don’t like 
people who lie or put on a false front. I want to know 
the real person from the beginning.

What do you like most about living in Center 
Grove?  My family had to move away, but chose 
to come back to Center Grove because we loved the 
ideals of the community and our boys had had a great 
experience here before. All three graduated from CGHS 
and were very successful transitioning to college.

If you had to live anywhere else in the Metro Indianapolis area, 
where would it be?  I would probably the Avon or Brownsburg 
area. They seem to be closest to the feeling I get in Center Grove.

If you could begin life over, what would you change? I probably 
would have finished getting my degree sooner, although I don’t regret 
staying at home for many years with my sons.

If money were no issue, how would you spend it? I have a heart for missions, so that would 
probably be first on my list—to see that the projects they desire to be completed would be 
done. Then I would definitely have a vacation with all of my sisters, their husbands, children 
and grandchildren!  Family is very important to me.

What makes you happiest? At this point in my teaching career, seeing or hearing from 
or about former students and finding out what they have accomplished since they left my 
classroom makes me the happiest. I love it when someone says, “I remember how much fun 
we had in your class” or “You helped me challenge myself and learn that I could accomplish so 
much more than I imagined.”  Daily in my life it is my faith that gives me joy, but being with 
my grandchildren, AJ, Bryce, Brady, and Addyson is the best thing on this earth.

What is your favorite vacation spot?  The Mayan Riviera in Mexico is my favorite vacation 
spot. I learned how to relax there, and it was especially great going there to get away after my 
treatment for breast cancer (10 years ago).  

What do you do with idle time?  I usually read or play games on my Ipad with idle time. 
During the time off of school I like to sew.

What is it that makes you angry?  I really don’t like dishonesty.

What do you do to escape from reality?  I love going to movies when I can find 
a good one. I watch a lot of HGTV and escaping reality comes when I am 

watching the shows where people buy second homes on the ocean. Some 
even buy their own islands!

What or who is the greatest love of your life?  My husband, 
Denny, is the greatest love of my life. He has always been beside 

me to encourage me in anything that has come along. He is 
quiet yet strong, and he loves me through all of my faults!

Which living person in Center Grove do you most 
admire?  Vicki Lake would be a person in the Center Grove 
area that I admire. Her Christ-like demeanor and laugh are 
precious.

What is the quality you like most in a man? I think 
loyalty would be the quality I like most in a man.

What is the quality you like most in a woman?  I like 
women who are compassionate.

What is your greatest extravagance? I don’t live 
extravagantly, but I do have someone to clean my 
house once a month which is an extravagance for 
me.  I am kind of a clean-freak.

What are your fears/phobias?  I definitely don’t like 
heights and I really don’t like mice. I hate it when they 

“visit.”

What has been the happiest time of your life?  Each phase 
of my life has brought happiness. Getting married, having children, 

having grandchildren, and teaching have all made me 
happy and satisfied at different points. I think one of 
the most traumatic, yet wonderful times in my life 

was when I had breast cancer. The love and support of my 
family, my church, my friends, and my school was fantastic. 

 
Which talent would you most like to possess? I would love to have 

a beautiful singing voice.

What do you most value in your friends? I value consideration and 
thoughtfulness in my friends. I have two former co-teachers, Nancy Church and Sally 

Shannon, whom I have gone on vacation with for the last two years and had wondered how we 
would get along because we are all independent personalities. But everything was great! We 
could relive old times together and catch up on what we knew about former students, yet we 
gave each other space when we needed it. Of course relaxing on the beach was wonderful. I 
still have friends from high school that I see and really enjoy how considerate and thoughtful 
they are.

Which historical figure do you most identify with? I don’t have anyone.

What is your greatest regret? I don’t have any regrets. God has directed my life even when I 
made mistakes, and He continues to do so.

What tenet do you live by? Do for others as you would like them to do for you. (Jesus)

Compiled by Nicole DavisPenny Poynter                   



See what our family can do for yours. Friendly faces, inviting spaces, and an 

approach that celebrates accomplishments help our residents with memory loss 

feel successful and fulfilled in ways that are not always possible at home. 

Call us at (317) 535-3344 to schedule a tour or visit www.aspentrace.us.

3154 South SR 135, Greenwood, Indiana 46143

Aspen Trace offers Memory Care, Assisted Living, Rehabilitation, and Long-term Care

Where you’ll find all this and more:

 Our Cherished Memories program 

 of personalized care and support

 A focus on promoting choice and 

 encouraging participation

 A beautiful neighborhood designed 

 for safety, stability and comfort

 Private, furnished suites

 Medicaid-certified and private pay


