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COMMUNITY

EVENTS
August–September

WAMMfest • The Sertoma Club of Greenwood 
will host its sixth annual fundraiser featuring 
wine, art, music and microbrews. Six local 
bands will take the main stage. Proceeds 
benefit youth, individual and community 
organizations. | When: Aug. 16, gates open 11 
a.m. and close at 8 p.m. | Where: Craig Park, 
Greenwood. | Cost: $10 in advance, $15 at the 
gate. Children under 6 are free. | Info:  Visit 
WAMMfest.com.

Author Lance Oliver • Meet Lance Oliver, 
author of The Ride so Far: Tales from a 
Motorcycling Life. He will speak about his 
love of motorcycles and how you can write 
about your passion. | When: Aug. 16, 3:30 
p.m. | Where: White River Branch, 1664 
Library Blvd. | Info: Call (317) 738-2957 or visit 
CountyWideRead.com.

Cultivating Garden Club • The Club will 
meet to discuss Daffodils with Sara Kinne of 
the Indiana Daffodil Society. | When: Aug. 21, 
6 p.m. | Where: Mt. Auburn Methodist, 3100 
Stones Crossing Rd., Greenwood. | Info: Call 
Ginny O’Brien, (317) 783-4727.

Bike Safety • Learn about bike safety by 
riding White River Fire Department’s Bike 
Safety Course! Bring your own bike, or use one 
provided. All participants will receive a free 
bike helmet. | When: Aug. 30, 2-4 p.m. | Where: 
White River Branch library, 1664 Library Blvd., 
Greenwood. | Info: Visit pageafterpage.org.

Go! Transportation Crafts • School-age 
children can drive, fly, or ride on in to make 
a few transportation crafts. No registration 
needed. | When: Sept. 3, 4-5:15 p.m. | Where: 
White River Branch library, 1664 Library Blvd., 
Greenwood. | Info: Visit pageafterpage.org.

Fourth Annual Toast of the Town • The 
Center Grove Education foundation will 
host the fourth annual Toast of the Town. 
This casual event is open to the public and 
will feature live music, hors d’oeuvres, and 
Mallow Run wine tasting for those guests 
who are 21 years of age and older. Proceeds 
benefit Center Grove Schools. | When: Sept. 
4, 6:30-9 p.m. | Where: Mallow Run Winery, 
6964 W. Whiteland Rd., Bargersville. | Info: Visit 
weblink.donorperfect.com/2014/Toast or visit 
centergrovefoundation.org.

Shrek The Musical • The Center Grove Fine 
Arts Academy will hold open auditions, open 
to ages 8-18, for its second-ever performance. 
Come 15 minutes early and be prepared with 
your one-minute audition song. Performances 
are Nov. 14-16. | When: Sept. 5. Register for a 
time slot. Callbacks are Sept. 6, noon to 5 p.m. 
| Where: Center Grove Church, 2340 S. State 
Rd. 135, Greenwood. | Info: Visit and register at 
centergrovechurch.org/shrek. 

Matchbox Car Madness • Bring your favorite 
matchbox cars to the library. Race each other, 
design cars and build homemade tracks. 
Program is for grades K through five. | When: 
Sept. 9, 4:30-5:30 p.m. | Where: White River 
Branch library, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. 
| Info: Visit pageafterpage.org.

Craft Night: DIY Leather Bracelet or Key 
Ring • Create a leather bracelet or tassel key 
ring or other leather accessory. All materials 
will be provided. Program is for grades six 
to adult. | When: Sept. 9, 6:30-8 p.m. | Where: 
White River Branch library, 1664 Library Blvd., 
Greenwood. | Info: Visit pageafterpage.org.

Pay It Forward • Pay It Forward Johnson 
County, an annual golf event that raises money 
for local non-profit organizations, will support 
a county-wide betterment initiative this year. 
Proceeds from the fourth-year event and a 

silent auction will help fund Aspire Johnson 
County, as well as other local charities. | When: 
Sept. 11. | Where: The Legends Golf Club, 
Franklin. | Info: Visit payitforwardjc.com.

Motorcycle Festival of Fun • Join a festival 
of fun all about motorcycles. The day will 
begin with the “Ride for Reading” Observation 
ride that will take participants to Libraries in 
Johnson County. At 2 p.m. there will be a Tiny 
Tots Experience by ABATE of Indiana where 
those under 80 pounds can ride a motorcycle 
(fixed with safety equipment just for kids), 
games, crafts, music, and a photo booth.| 
When: Sept. 13, 2-5 p.m. Registration is 10 
a.m. to noon at the JCPL branch in Trafalgar. | 
Where: Old City Park in Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org.

Greenwood Community Band • The 
Greenwood Band hosts its summer concert 
series. The final outdoor concert will take 
place. | When: Sept. 14, 7 p.m. | Where: 
Craig Park Amphitheatre, 100 Surina Way, 
Greenwood. | Info: Visit greenwoodband.com. 

Do You Choose to Move? • Join for the 2nd 
Annual Choose to Move race. All proceeds 
will go to benefit the Indiana Parkinson 
Foundation which will provide the Parkinson’s 
community and their families assistance in 
wellness, fitness, and support through the 
Climb Program, which has a location in the 
Greenwood-Center Grove area. This event 
features a 5K family & pet-friendly run/walk, 
a USATF-Certified 5K timed run, as well as a 
timed 10K course. Spectators can come to 
cheer on their family and friends as they finish 
and enjoy live entertainment, along with 
visiting some of the sponsor and wellness 
booths. | When: Sept. 20, 9 a.m. | Where: Saxony 
Park, Fishers, IN. | Info: Visit indianaparkinson.
org or call (317) 690-0315.
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By Eric Ellis
Greenwood’s 2014 Bituminous Overlay 

Project has begun and several re-pavement 
projects are underway or will be shortly. The 
company completing the project is Milestone 
Contractors, L.P., 5950 S Belmont Ave., India-
napolis. 

Senior Technician of 
the City’s Engineering 
Division, Paul D. Peoni, 
said the project began 
in late July with new 
handicap ramps be-
ing completed on Me-
ridian Street. That and 
other projects have be-
gun in and around the 
Center Grove area.

“New concrete curbs 
are being installed on 
Ridge Top Drive and 
paving has begun on 
Demaree Road [and] 
Stones Crossing Road,” 
Penoi said. “The old 
county roads are being 

concentrated on first as far as paving and then 
moving closer into the City limits for paving 
of the other roads. The contractor has 90 days 
to complete the project but we are anticipat-
ing that construction will be completed soon-
er.”

For more information, visit greenwood.
in.gov or contact the Street Dept. at (317) 
887-5607.

City of Greenwood  
streets update

Other street projects to be completed…

• Fry Road – From approx. Pleasant Run Creek Bridge to Covered Bridge Rd.

• Meridian Street – From approx. Camey St. to Main St.

• Smith Valley Road – From approx. Restin Rd. to Shepherds Way.

• Curry Road – From approx. Lacebark Dr. to Woodfield Sub.

• Demaree Road – From approx. Honey Creek Rd. to Woodfield Sub. and from approx. 
Cobblestone Sub to Ind. 135.

• Stone Crossing Road – From approx. Ashton Ln. to Honey Creek Rd. and from approx. 
Honey Creek Road to Western Drive entrance.

• Dusty Trail – From approx. Barefoot Trail to Dead End.

• Ridge Top Drive – From approx. Tree Top Lane to Rolling Hill Rd.

FEATURE

Greenwood and Center Grove undergo road repairs months after one  
of the worst winters on record.

Photo by Aimee Shatto

You can inquire about advertising
in the Center Grove ICON  

by calling today…

Advertise Monthly!
(317) 300-8782

■ MEDICAL DEBT COULD  
RAISE CREDIT SCORE?
FICO will be unveiling a new scoring model 
this fall wherein medical debt in collections 
will have less of an impact on a consumer’s 
credit score than currently. FICO claims 
the median for people who have unpaid 
medical debt on their report will jump by 
“about 25 points.” This change means that 
people struggling with medical bills will 
appear as less of a risk to potential lenders 
and/or they will be more likely to qualify for 
better deals and rates. – CNN Money

■ SEVEN HIGH-DIVIDEND  
STOCKS WITH LOW RISK
Don’t chase sky-high but unsustainable 
yields – get your dividends, and peace of 
mind, via these trustworthy blue chips. 
High-dividend stocks come in all shapes 
and sizes, but any investor who is serious 
about income also knows that big dividends 
aren’t the only thing that matters. Try these: 
1. Microsoft– Market Cap: $370.7 
billion, Dividend Yield: 2.5 percent
2. HCP– Market Cap: $19.3 billion,  
Dividend Yield: 5.2 percent
3. Wells Fargo– Market Cap: $269.8 
billion, Dividend Yield: 2.7 percent
4. Exxon Mobil– Market Cap: $447.1 
billion, Dividend Yield: 2.7 percent

5. Teva Pharmaceuticals– Market Cap:  
$52.5 billion, Dividend Yield: 3 percent
6. 3M– Market Cap: $94.7 billion,  
Dividend Yield 2.4 percent
7. Johnson & Johnson– Market Cap:  
$290.0 billion, Dividend Yield 2.7 percent
– Investor Place

■ STATES WITH CHEAPEST  
MORTGAGES
Credit scores aren’t the only determining 
factor of whether or not you get a good 
rate on your mortgage – your state has an 
impact as well. Borrowers in Rhode Island 
benefit the most, paying on average only 
3.4 percent on mortgages, 0.35 percent 
lower than national averages. Conversely, 
Nebraskans pay 4.1 percent on average, 
which is the highest rate in the nation. The 
seemingly small 0.7 percent difference 
means that $200,000 on a 30-year loan 
would cost $28,800 more in Nebraska than 
in Rhode Island. – CNN Money

■ FIVE TIPS FOR SENSIBLE  
BACK-TO-SCHOOL SPENDING
1. Make a budget
2. Shop on tax holidays
3. Use credit wisely
4. Shop around
5. Consider waiting      – Associated Press

FINANCEDISPATCHES
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MONTHLY QUOTE

VIEWS

OUR VIEW

BELIEVE IT!
Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each month, we’ll 
share one with you.… 

Want to write 
us a letter?

Readers of the Center Grove ICON  
are encouraged to send letters to 

the editor as often as they wish. The 
stipulations are that the letter is timely, 
focused (not more than 200 words) and 
verifiable. Please make sure to provide 
your complete name and daytime and 

evening telephone contact numbers. All 
letters are subject to editing for brevity, 

clarity and grammar. Please direct 
correspondence to: news@myICON.info.

“Never let your sense of 
morals prevent you from 

doing what is right.”
~ Isaac Asimov

In Virginia, it is illegal to tickle women. 
-dumblaws.com

FROM the PUBLISHER

Rick Myers
PUBLISHER

Rick Myers is co-owner of Times-Leader Publications, LLC.,  
publisher of Center Grove ICON, Southside Business Leader and 
The Southside Times. Write him at news@myicon.info.

Cyclists, please
exercise caution! 

Perhaps it’s the lovely weather we’ve been ex-
periencing – pleasantly atypical of an Indiana 
summer – but we’ve noticed an increase of cy-
clists in the Center Grove that are dangerously 
foregoing the rules of the road. 

Even on roads where bike lanes have been 
built in – which is a welcome addition that has 
given our communities national attention and 
acclaim – some cyclists are riding without hel-
mets, on the wrong side of the road, or without 
following red lights, stop signs and other sig-
nage.

Granted, not all cyclists are guilty of this, but 
it’s an issue that does need addressing. Motor-
ists, this includes you, as well. We want to keep 
Center Grove safe for motorists and cyclists 
alike.

Cyclists: be sure to follow the rules of the 
road. If you don’t know them, check out bicycle-
indiana.org/educate.php. 

Motorists: be cautious and aware when shar-
ing the road with a cyclist. Several municipalities 
in the Indianapolis area have adopted a “three 
feet” law, which requires motorists to maintain 
three feet of space between their vehicle and the 
cyclist when passing.

With more people biking in our communities 
now than ever, it’s important to be respectful 
and cautious while out and about on the road.

Investing 
in the future

It’s hard to believe, 
but Center Grove 
students are already 

into their third week of 
school.

I don’t know how 
they adjust to such 
short summers, but I 
guess if they have never 
experienced the won-
ders of the long sum-
mers of yesteryear, they 
don’t know what they’re 
missing. Schools are under tremendous pres-
sure these days, and Center Grove is no differ-
ent. Making sure kids are educated at a safe 
environment is enough, but they all (public 
schools) face budget cuts that force them to 
make decisions that they never would have 
thought about years ago. I had the opportuni-
ty to sit down and meet with Dr. Richard Ar-
kanoff just a week or so into the school year. 
I sensed in our meeting that he has CG stu-
dents’ best interest at heart. Center Grove has 
always been a strong public school district 
and parents should feel blessed – it is marked 
by transparent leadership. It is also blessed to 
have strong private and parochial schools a 
well (Saints Francis & Clare and Greenwood 
Christian Academy). 

As I’ve always maintained – and I have re-
search to back up my claim – it doesn’t mat-
ter if your child attends a public school or a 
private school; what matters is how engaged 
you are in their education. Active parenting 
means academic success. 

That being said, communicate with your 
child’s teacher routinely and get to know the 
school’s administrators. Volunteer as often as 
your time will permit; this simple practice will 
also show your child how much his/her school 
means to you. 

Outstanding public school education is 
important to the future growth of the coun-
ty, whether or not your child attends Center 
Grove. You still need to have a vested interest 
in their success. 

Here’s to a wonderful and fulfilling 2014-15 
school year for all! 

Gus Pearcy is a contributing columnist to the Center Grove 
ICON. He may be reached at (317) 403-6485 or pearcy.
gus@sbcglobal.net. Gus blogs frequently at guspearcy 
communications.wordpress.com.

Each of us must face trying times in our 
lives. It’s an essential part of the human 
experience. It’s the yin to a happiness 

yang. Just because I tout philosophies of 
happiness doesn’t mean that I think 
we should skip the rain.

Far from it.
Recently, I have become friends 

with a young woman from Las Ve-
gas. She moved here a few months 
ago and recently remarked about 
the constant changing weather pat-
terns. That rarely happens in Las 
Vegas. The weather is such a con-
stant, it becomes a non-factor. In 
Indiana, weather folk get to work 
harder. People pay attention to the 
weather. It’s a common denomina-
tor to our daily lives. I often wonder what peo-
ple expect when they say they want to move to 
California because of the weather. Eventually, 
everyone is oblivious to the weather. In south-
ern California, no one appreciates a beautiful 
day. But you do, right?

Same goes with tough times. Those born 
lucky don’t understand what a gift they have 
been given. Taking things for granted is a nat-
ural part of the human experience. Constants 
fade from conscience thought and are truly 
appreciated until they are taken from us.

This is why I have started a Journal of Ap-
preciation. It reminds me of what I have to be 
thankful for and how lucky I am. The journey 
of thanks can be a rewarding one. People who 
have it bad can still find things to be thank-
ful for.

Then I suggest that you smile.

Smiling is an amazing transformative act. 
It can turn your day around. It can help you 
see the good despite the bad. “Fake it ‘til you 
make it” has always had a negative connota-

tion to me, but I’ve changed my 
mind on it. Being fake is a neces-
sary act to survive in society. Put-
ting on a fake smile can sometimes 
trick your mood center in the brain. 
You might actually find yourself en-
joying the day.

Author, educator and speaker, 
Shawn Achor, says that we have our 
values backwards when it comes to 
happiness and success. Typically, 
we say that we will be happy once 
we achieve our goals: getting a bet-
ter job, driving a better car, moving 

to a bigger house, etc. The truth is we need 
to become happy first. Our brains work much 
better with a happiness charge of dopamine 
than working to be happy. Achor, who gives 
a most excellent TEDx Bloomington talk on 
TED.com, promotes training our brain to be 
happy by examining what we are grateful for, 
gratitude journaling, exercise, meditation, 
and performing random acts of kindness. 

Meditation may seem like an odd choice, 
but it makes sense given our hectic schedules 
and our constant barrage of technical minu-
tiae. It actually can help the brain with focus 
issues.

Try these suggestions and see if you aren’t 
happier in a month. 

Gus Pearcy
COLUMNIST

Into each life  
a little rain must fall

“Center Grove has  
always been a strong public 
school district and parents 

should feel blessed…”
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By Eric Ellis
Indy Xplosion 16U “A” team – based in Cen-

ter Grove – travelled to Panama City Beach, 
Fla., in July to play in the USFA (United States 
Fastpitch Association) World Series. Despite 
falling into the losers bracket early, the Xplo-
sion – comprised of girls from Center Grove, 
Avon, Crawfordsville, Decatur Central, Mar-
tinsville, Mooresville 
and Roncalli – over-
came the undefeated 
Bama Xpress twice to 
win the World Series 
title.

The team, which is 
coached by Jim Harris, 
Bob Brock and Mark 
Velandingham, has 
been playing together 
for approximately one 
year compared to some of the other teams at 
the tournament that had been together two or 
three years.

“Well, we went down with the intention 
of playing well and we pulled it off,” said Jim 

Harris, head coach. “It was my first time going 
down and competing. Half the team had been 
to this tournament before and half hadn’t, so I 
was glad for the whole team. It was really ex-
citing for the girls.”

Harris went on to say that though their start 
to the tournament hadn’t gone as planned, the 
team was able to overcome and persevere. 
Since the tournament was a double-elimi-
nation bracket, the early loss was not insur-

mountable. 
“During the first 

game, we didn’t play 
real well,” he said. 
“I shook the other 
coach’s hand and said 
we’d see him later that 
afternoon. We had 
fun, we played hard… 
The girls stuck togeth-
er and didn’t get down 
on each other. And 

that’s a big part of the success of our team… 
Soon we were hitting the ball like gang-
busters.” 

Harris boasted a solid 62-26-1 record this 
season and says he’s excited for next season 
already. 

“We’ve got a few 
weeks off before the fall 
season,” he said. “A few 
girls won’t be return-
ing – they’re seeking 
other opportunities. 
So though we’re look-
ing for some new play-
ers next year, we want 
to continue growing as 
a team and as friends – 
these girls are going to 
know each other for a 
long time, and the par-
ents, too. We’ve got a 
great group of parents 
as well. I’m excited to 
have the opportunity 
to meet these girls and 
then work with their 
parents and families 
and learn from them as 
they learn from me. It’s 
really exciting and spe-
cial.”

The deadline to register a team for the 2015 
season passed on Aug. 1 and games and events 
will begin taking place after Sept. 1. Teams 

will register for individual tournaments across 
the state and play until the spring (even in the 
winter months in indoor facilities). For more 
information, visit usfastpitch.com.

Center Grove team takes home USFA title
FEATURE

“…we were hitting 
the ball like 

gangbusters.” 
~ Jim Harris, Head Coach

Indy Xplosion 16U “A” team. Top row from left: Maddison Brock, Alaina Bayles, Kelci Campbell, Dani Wyse, Ashley Parks and Mackenzie Harris. Front row from left: Virginia Newman, Michaela French, two USFA umpires officiating 
game, Hayley Velandingham and Ashlynn Mason. Submitted Photo

Indy Xplosion 16U “A” team  pitchers. From left: Mackenzie Harris, Kelci Campbell 
and Dani Wyse. Submitted Photo
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By Nicole Davis
“In order for the community to grow, you 

have to be able to collaborate,” says Erin Smith.
Since Erin Smith moved to the Center 

Grove area in 2001, she has worked to do just 
that. The upcoming 
Pay It Forward John-
son County golf tour-
nament on Sept. 11 at 
The Legends Gold Club 
is an example of just 
one of the ways she has 
worked to team up with 
community leaders and 
nonprofits to make her 
community a better 
place.

Smith says she and 
her husband, Trey, 
chose to live in Johnson 
County because the 
schools system in Cen-
ter Grove was where 
they wanted their two 
sons, Bailey and Ben. 
She says the area ap-
peared to provide a 
nice, comfortable life-
style. In 2002 she start-
ed her at-home busi-
ness, The Stitch Smith. 
She became actively 
involved in the Great-
er Greenwood Cham-
ber of Commerce as a 
way to network. She 
became increasingly 
involved in her sons’ 
school, helping them 
raise thousands of dol-
lars. She then got in-
volved with Habitat for 
Humanity and is on the 
executive committee 
of the Johnson County 
Community Founda-
tion.

 “I realized I enjoy helping great causes 
raise funds to implement the programs that 
it takes to increase the quality of life in our 
community,” Smith says. “I think my most fa-
vorite part of what I do is bringing other like-
minded folks together to tackle whatever that 
goal is. We work really hard but we have great 
fun, too. Most people know if they’re working 
with me on a committee, we get stuff done. 
We have fun, but we work hard.”

Smith partnered with Susan McCarty of 
Franklin Printing in 2011 and they merged to 
create Spotlight Strategies in Franklin, a busi-

ness marketing solutions company. They now 
belong to both the Greenwood and Franklin 
chambers. 

Four years ago, Pay It Forward Johnson 
County held its first event. The golf tourna-
ment began when current PGA president and 
owner of The Legends Golf Club in Franklin, 

Ted Bishop, came to Smith and a group of the 
event’s founders. 

“He said I know how to run the golf event 
but I don’t know how to help all the people in 
the county,” Smith said. “Together we came up 
with a neat plan that involves charities making 
an application that is very simple.”

Twenty-nine nonprofits applied to receive 
the proceeds from this year’s event. Pay It For-
ward held a chance drawing on July 24. The 
organizations came together to learn which 
three would benefit with a check from the golf 
tournament. Tara Treatment Center, Youth 

Connection and John-
son County Senior Ser-
vices were chosen. If all 
of the nonprofits attend 
the golf tournament, 
another name will be 
selected.

“It’s so neat to be 
around all these people 
who are so passionate 
about their little slice of 
what they do to move 
the community for-
ward,” Smith says. “The 
other great thing that 
gets me excited about 
this is a lot of times the 
nonprofits are so fo-
cused on what they’re 
doing that sometimes 
they don’t always come to the table with 
strong business skills. All the education we 
wind up providing when we have this event. 
We help them interact with all of these golf-
ers coming through. We help them think of 
creative ways to get their message out. Think 
about your board. Are you missing any skill 
sets on your board? Maybe you’ll find some-
one who’s interested in what your organiza-
tion is all about. All they have to do is meet 
one golfer that day that has a true passion for 
what that organization is all about and you’ll 
have a donor for life. You have to network.”

Pay It Forward Johnson County has raised 
$84,000 in three years. Smith says they hope 
to raise $30,000 this year, selling out at 54 
foursomes, but they still need sponsors and 
golfers.

New this year, Pay It Forward will work with 
Aspire Johnson County, a grassroots commu-
nity initiative to make Johnson County a bet-
ter place to live, work and play. The group 
looks at economic development, quality of life 
issues and branding of the county.

 “Knowing that I have this asset of Pay It 
Forward Johnson County, I went to the other 
founders and said I believe in this program so 
much, we should make them one of the major 
sponsors this year,” Smith says. “If we put our 
efforts into supporting the big picture of what 
Johnson County can look like in the future, we 
will have exponentially grown these resources 
available to these nonprofits. This seemed to 
me to have an incredibly larger impact. Any-
time I get involved with something, I’m look-
ing at what kind of impact at are you going to 
have. If you are asking people to give up their 
time and talent, you want to be passionate 
about what you’re doing but make sure you’re 
making a difference.”

Smith says she is looking forward to the 
event, an unforgettable experience for every-

one involved. As the event grows, she says she 
will continue to search for the best way to give 
back to her community.

“I am able to do those things because of 
my business partner, Susan McCarty, and my 
family,” Smith says. “I probably have taken my 
kids to and exposed them to a lot of oppor-
tunities. Without their support, I wouldn’t be 
able to do as much as I do for my community. I 
know they’re getting something from that, but 
I hope that’s influence stays with them. It’s not 
just a feel-good thing. I feel it’s a sense of duty 
that we as good citizens give back.”

For more information, visit payitforwardjc.
com.

COVER STORY

Erin Smith pays it forward in her  
Johnson County, Center Grove community  

with golf outing on Sept. 11Ready to roll

Getting to know  
Erin Smith...

• I’m in a Bible study that I love. I’m the 
youngest by about 20 years. I wouldn’t 
trade it for the world. The wisdom I 
get from that group has made a huge 
difference in my life.

• My husband, Trey, and I have been 
married for about 20 years.

• I don’t like to lose. I’m fairly 
competitive.

• Over the last four to five years, faith 
has become so much more prominent 
in my life as far as making choices, 
making decisions. It’s not something I 
discuss a lot, but I’ve also learned that 
you have to tell people that. Maybe 
that will help people also think about 
focusing on their faith.

Erin Smith

Photo by Rick Myers

From left, Gail Richards (JCCF Executive Director), Susan McCarty  
(business partner with Spotlight Strategies) and Erin Smith.

Submitted Photo
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WHERE WE DINE
Jennifer Whitaker, 
owner of Gerbeaux Dog 
Bakery

Where do you like to 
dine? Zoey’s Pizzeria 

What do you like to 
eat there? Their cheese 
pizza is great, and their 
garlic twister’s are a 
must! 

What do you like about this place?  
Cleanliness, staff is always friendly, and the 
menu has a better variety compared to your 
typical franchise pizza shop.  It’s great to have 
NYC Style pizza in the Center Grove Area, 
which is an easy sell to my husband. 

Zoey’s Pizzeria is located at  
3115 Meridian Parke Dr. in Greenwood.  

The phone number is (317) 893-3663. 

AN OPTION

Yiayia’s House of Pancakes
The scoop: If you want breakfast with a lot 
of options, go to Yiayia’s House of Pancakes 
located on the corner of State Road 135 and 
West Main Street in Greenwood. Yiayia’s, 
formerly known as Sophia’s House of 
Pancakes until Oct. 2013, is locally owned 
and operated and serves up some of the 
Southside’s best omelets, skillets, pancakes, 
French toast and waffles. In addition to the 
breakfast items, Yiayia’s offers old fashioned 
charbroiled burgers, wraps, gyros, panini 
sandwiches, fish, and shrimp baskets.

Type of food: Breakfast food, sandwiches, 
salads, burgers, paninis.

Price of entrees: $7 - $10

Specialties: Breakfast food including French 
toast, waffles, eggs, steaks, biscuits, omelets, 
crepes, and blintzes.

Recommendation: Yiayia’s Belgian Waffle

Hours: Seven days a week 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and most holidays. Closed on Christmas.

Location: 1694 W. Main St. in Greenwood

Phone: (317) 888-6800

Our Iconic COMMUNITY

Yiayia’s Belgian Waffle

“I reread It and Dif-
ferent Seasons. Both 
are Stephen King 
books. Different Sea-
sons is the book that 
has The Shawshank 
Redemption in it and 
the one that they base 
Stand By Me off of. I 
re-read It. It is 1,700 
pages. It is fun to go through every few 
years. They are both really well written. I 
re-read for the first time a book I read in 
middle school, The Haunting of Alaizabel 
Cray. It is a complex Victorian witchhunt-
er sort of novel. I would recommend any 
of those to people.”

Nicklaus Baxter,
46142

Q: Summer’s almost up… 
what books have you read and what would  

you recommend to your friends?

face to face

“I would recommend 
this Vietnam book 
Vietnam: Free Fire 
Zone by author Chris 
Lynch. I’ve read two 
of them and I think 
there are five I Pledge 
Allegiance, Sharp-
shooter, Free-Fire 
Zone, Casualties of 
War, and Walking Wounded.”

Dylan Fujii, 46142

Visit us online and post your 
community news!

facebook.com/TheSouthsideTimes

You can inquire about  
advertising by calling today
Call Now! (317) 300-8782

“I recently read a book 
written by my part-
ner’s nephew (Aaron 
Black) named Ca-
tharsis. It is a fictional 
piece that is due to 
have a sequel. It has a 
fascinating storyline 
with fascinating char-
acters and should be 
taken to the movie screen.”

Gregg Smith,  
does business in Center Grove

“Black Dagger Broth-
erhood. It is sexy and 
a story about war-
riors and vampires. 
I would recommend 
it. “

Angie Hobson,
46142

BEHIND BARS
Caribbean Blue

Bartender: Bri Gough 
of Stacked Pickle, 
172 Melody Ave., in 
Greenwood.

Ingredients and 
directions: Combine 
1 oz. Pinnacle Cherry 
Vodka, 1/2 oz Crème 
de Banane, 1/2 oz. Blue 
Curacao liqueur, add equal parts pineapple 
and sour mix. Shake and add to a tall 
hurricane glass. Garnish with an orange. 

Center Grove Schools
@center_grove
posted on July 31, 2014

TWEET of the MONTH

“Center Grove’s @
CGMobileMinds 1:1 iPad 
project expands to 8th 
graders at MS Central & 

North today! Learn more 
http://fb.me/6NlHJa0Nf”

Photos by Brian Ruckle

6th annual WAMMfest
This year’s 6th annual WAMMfest, sponsored 
in part by the Sertoma Club of Greenwood, 
promises a lively celebration of wine, art, live 
music and other performances and micro-
brews as well. Numerous wineries and brew-
eries from around the central Indiana area will 
be present alongside more than 70 booths 
and food from local restaurants. The event 
is Aug. 16 from 11 a.m. until 8 p.m. in Craig 
Park, Greenwood. Tickets are $15 at the gate 
but only $10 in advance; children 6 and un-
der are free. You can secure tickets online at 
wammfest.com or at any Heartland Commu-
nity Bank, Greenwood Public Library, Green-
wood Chamber of Commerce, Greenwood 
Community Center or all Ray Skillman loca-
tions. 

AROUND TOWN



August 16 – September 12, 2014     9Center Grove ICON   myICON.info Our Iconic COMMUNITY

High schools around Indiana 
grow in anticipation for the opening 
kickoff of high school football sea-
son. The turf, the lights, the crowd, 
the cheerleaders, the band, and two 
teams battling head-to-head to be-
come the king of the gridiron.  

Center Grove High School has 
celebrated many successes over the 
course of its decades of football – 
the most notable though is prob-
ably the 2008 state championship 
5A team that defeated rival Carm-
el High School. The photo featured 

in this article is from around 1963. 
The Johnson County Museum is 
looking for more information on 
this photo. If you can help identify 
the players or the exact year, con-
tact the museum located at 135 
Main. St., Franklin. You can also 
call (317) 346-4500. 

The 2014 Trojans lead by Coach 
Eric Moore kickoff with a season 
opener semi state rematch at home 
on Aug. 22 against defending state 
champions Warren Central. 

Been waitin’ all summer 
for Friday night lights

CG ARCHITECTURE & HISTORY

Compiled by Katie Mosley
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Iconic $hopping

SAVE

Iconic Shopping…Call (317) 300-8782 
to advertise your card monthly!

Driver Education
(317) 534-0016

3015 Meridian Meadows
Greenwood, IN 46142

Classroom or Online

drivingacademy.com

Indy Rental & Sales, Inc.
3016 W. Southport Road
Indianapolis, IN  46217

(317)859-8593

Equipment & Party Rental 
for Homeowners & Contractors

AROUND TOWN

Center Grove Trojan football team circa 1963.

Registration is now open for the Adult Learning 
Center’s 8th Annual Adult Spelling Bee on 
Monday, Sept. 15 at 6 p.m. The competition 
will be held at Franklin College in the Branigin 
Room of the Napolitan Student Center, 101 
Branigin Blvd., Franklin. Competition will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. All participants are required 
to check-in between 6:00 and 6:20 p.m. on the 
day of competition. A team must consist of 
three spellers, ages 18 and older. Community 

members of all ages are invited to attend and 
witness this exciting challenge and help cheer 
on the team members. Posters and markers 
will be on hand for creating signs. This event is 
sponsored by the Friends of Johnson County 
Public Library, Adult Learning Center of 
Johnson County Public Library, and Franklin 
College. Registration deadline is Sept. 5 and 
you can register by visiting any branch of the 
Johnson County Public Library. Registration 
fee is $33, but those who register before Aug. 
29 receive a $6 discount. For more information, 
visit pageafterpage.org or call (317) 885-1330. 

2014 Adult Spelling Bee

Registration for Tiny T-ball 
The Greenwood Parks & Recreation Dept. offers a wide 
range of children’s sports year round. Their mission is to 
provide the community with the highest quality parks and 
recreation services, delivered in a professional and friendly 
manner. Registration for the Sept.-Oct. session of Tiny 
T-Ball is now open at the Greenwood Community Center. 
Registration is open for children ages 4 to 5 and events 
will take place Mondays at 5:45 p.m. at the Woodmen 
Park T-Ball Diamond. Fees for members are $35 ($40 for 
residents and $45 for non-residents). For more information, 
visit greenwood.in.gov or call (317) 881-4545.

AROUND TOWN
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By Lori D. Lowe
Having already celebrated the Fourth of July 

in the U.S., we remember and honor those in 
the military. However, in recent years many of 
those vets are coming home with significant 
trauma and/or PTSD (post-traumatic stress 
disorder) that can significantly impact their 
relationships and marriages.

In addition to soldiers, other survivors of 
trauma, such as survivors of childhood sexual 
abuse or survivors of disasters, victims of vi-
olence, terrible accidents or kidnapping, can 
also experience PTSD. Even those who suf-
fer grief, particularly sudden and unnatural 
deaths of a loved one, can experience PTSD. 
Sufferers can experience great emotional and 
sometimes physical pain. These after-effects 
can impact the way the individual functions in 
everyday life, and they can certainly affect the 
survivor’s marriage.

Symptoms of PTSD can include night-
mares, depression, trouble sleeping, feeling 
jittery or irritated, dependence on drugs or al-
cohol, feeling like you’re in danger, and more. 
The symptoms following trauma are normal; 
when they last more than three months, they 
are considered PTSD.

Survivors may experience a loss of interest 

in social activities, hobbies, sex, and relation-
ships. They may feel distanced from others, 
numbness, or hyper-vigilance and on guard, 
and unable to relax and be intimate. They may 
struggle with anger, improper im-
pulses, memories of the trauma, 
decision-making, and concentra-
tion. Work and daily activities can 
become a struggle.

The spouse can feel isolated and 
alienated and frustrated from the 
inability to work through the prob-
lems together. They may even fear 
the actions of the survivor. There-
fore, the partner may distance him 
or herself from the survivor, adding 
to the marital discord. However, a 
sense of companionship can help 
alleviate feelings of isolation.

A therapist trained in dealing 
with PTSD can be a big help to the 
individual survivor as well as the 
spouse. Both therapy and medica-
tions have been successful in treat-
ing individuals who have PTSD. 

Some individuals feel a sense 
of guilt or shame or fear in asking 
for help, but doing so can help the 
survivor and the marriage. Psychotherapy in-
volves helping the survivor to process the 
events that happened so that they can become 

integrated and in the background. 
Generally, therapy begins by focusing on 

re-establishing a feeling of safety and com-
fort and managing symptoms. It provides a 

safe place to share their story. Survivors ulti-
mately begin to make sense of what occurred 
and how it affected them. The therapist helps 

the survivor understand how to move forward 
and how to restore relationships in their lives. 
Recovery after trauma is indeed possible. 

If you or someone you know is having rela-
tionship struggles due to PTSD, here are a few 
helpful tips:

1. Establish a personal support network of 
family and friends.

2. Share feelings honestly and openly with 
an attitude of respect and compassion.

3. Strengthen problem-solving and com-
munication skills.

4. Include playfulness, relaxation, and mu-
tual enjoyment in your relationship.

Thankfully, trauma doesn’t always have the 
last word. Many individuals and couples find 
they experience recovery and even growth af-
ter coping with a traumatic experience. After 
working through their trauma, some individ-
uals and couples find they have an improved 
relationship, self-image and a more positive 
view on life. 

PTSD and trauma can make married life 
challenging difficult, but help is available. 
There is hope for a life beyond the trauma – 
a life that once again includes happiness and 
joy.

Lori D. Lowe is an author and a marriage blogger at Marriage-
Gems.com. Lori and her husband of 18 years live in Indianapo-
lis with their two children.

Trauma and PTSD’s effect on marriage
MARRIAGE

HEALTH

■ FIVE FOODS WITH VITAMIN C
1. Yellow bell peppers; 2. Papaya; 3. Guava 
4. Kale; 5. Strawberries – Women’s Health

■ VITAMIN D DEFICIENCY & ALZHEIMER’S
A new study published in the journal Neu-
rology shows that older adults severely defi-
cient in vitamin D may have twice as much 
of a chance to develop dementia or Alzheim-
er’s disease. A growing body of research on 
Alzheimer’s connection with Vitamin D sug-
gests that Vitamin D plays a much more im-
portant role in preventative healthcare than 
previously thought. – Yahoo Health

■ FOODS THAT MAKE YOU LOOK OLDER
1. Sweets; 2. Alcohol; 3. White wine
4. Charred meat; 5. Salty foods; 6. Red meat; 
7. Energy drinks – Health.com

■ TIPS FOR OUTDOOR FOOD SAFETY
Improperly caring for a grill or outdoor 
cooker – and the food you’re cooking on it 
– people could become ill. According to Dr. 
Elizabeth Hagen with the secretary for food 
safety in the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, out-
door cooking sometimes leads to overlook-
ing safety precautions. Make sure you clean 
not only utensils and food surfaces, but also 
your hands before and after food prepara-

tion. Separate poultry and other raw meat 
from uncooked foods. And lastly, use a meat 
thermometer to ensure the food has been 
cooked to the proper temperature. 

– Fox News Health

■ MEDITATION BENEFICIAL FOR CAREER?
According to a recent study published in the 
journal Psychological Science, people are 
more inclined to be decisive and make ra-
tional business decisions after only 15 min-
utes of meditating. Regular meditators also 
generally receive higher performance rat-
ings and are less likely to quit. The study also 
found that bosses or managers in stressful 
leadership positions who meditate may be 
better leaders. – Yahoo Health

■ “SOCIAL JET LAG” & MANIC MONDAYS
Though not a clinical diagnosis, social jet lag 
may become more prevalent as more people 
enter the workforce. Staying out later on the 
weekends and sleeping in can mess up sleep 
schedules and make Monday morning all the 
more difficult. This process can upset circa-
dian rhythms and even appetites; staying on 
top of how much you sleep in or stay up past 
the normal time on the weekends can make 
for an easier transition for body and mind for 
the upcoming work week. – YouBeauty

HEALTHDISPATCHES



We’ll get the job done. Fast!

directdeliveryinc.netSchedule online. Save money 
on your next delivery!

Direct Delivery isn’t the new delivery company on the block. We’ve 
been around for decades, delivering materials of all sizes on time and 
on budget. Let’s face it, when you need something delivered, you just 
want to make the call with confidence that your shipment is as good as 
delivered. Well, you’re at the right place.

Direct Delivery is the answer for your shipping needs. In fact, you’ll 
find that we are a reliable and responsible company that is always will-
ing to work with you regardless of your needs. Not only do we take our 
business serious, we take our role in the business community serious 
as well. Welcome to our site, feel free to browse it or if you just need a 
delivery contact us and make it a Direct Delivery.

“We have used Direct Delivery for a number of years and have developed a 
strong relationship with them. Like us, they are locally owned and though 
we know there are other companies we could use, we know that the owner, 
Greg Mertz is always a phone call away, and we take great comfort in 
that...” - RJ Pile, Indianapolis

Direct Delivery
PH: 317.353.1111 TF: 1.888.446.7087
email - gmertz@directdeliveryinc.net

Address:
1633 Howard St. 

Indianapolis, IN 46221
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 “What excites me the most is the opportunity  
to reach out into our community and provide theatre  

but doing it with Christ-centered and excellence in mind.” 
~ Mark Landis, worship ministry director for Center Grove Church

“

“

Center Grove Fine Arts Academy (CGFAA) performing Godspell. Submitted Photo
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By Nicole Davis
One month after their performance of God-

spell with the Center Grove Fine Arts Academy 
(CGFAA), all of the cast members gathered to-
gether for a Godspell Reunion at Independence 
Park. The theater has sparked friendships in 
the families involved – something that’s ex-
pected to happen again with the CGFAA’s up-
coming second production, Shrek the Musical.

 “What excites me the most is the oppor-
tunity to reach out into our community and 
provide theatre but doing it with Christ-cen-
tered and excellence in mind,” says Mark Lan-
dis worship ministry director for Center Grove 
Church.

Landis says the idea for CGFAA came to him 
a year ago but the first of February he learned 
the Christian Youth Theater would not offer a 
spring production on the Southside. He says he 
and Kathy Phipps, the director, met at Strange 
Brew Coffee to get the program for children 
ages 8 to 18 up and running. The elders and 
deacons of Center Grove Church accepted 
his proposal to take the financial risk and they 
spent $1,200 to obtain royalties for Godspell. 

Landis says that money was paid back quickly 
as they had 30 kids sign up in fewer than three 
weeks. 

“My real thanks go to the Center Grove 
Church for making this happen,” says direc-
tor, Kathy Phipps. “Not many churches have 
a fine arts ministry. We’re grateful they have a 
sense that a fine arts ministry is beneficial to 
the community.”

Performances of Godspell took place ear-
ly June. During the July reunion, the children 
were not lacking in conversation, many remi-
niscing about their experiences with the play. 
Children such as Sophia and Ava Kalscheur say 
they even chose to miss taking a family vaca-
tion so they could participate in the theater, 
their first time involved in this type of activity.

“I love theater and was really interested to 
know how this would turn out,” says Sophia, 
12. “After the first rehearsal I said yeah, I want 
to stay ... The first time I thought I’d be nervous. 
But it wasn’t as bad as I thought. If you think 
you can do it, you can and I knew I could.”

From the beginning, Landis says they aimed 
to keep the CGFAA aimed at making it attrac-

tive for families. The fee 
is $75 per student, with a 
$275 cap for a family. Tick-
ets to the show are $5 for 
adults, $3 for students. 

“The kids really grew, 
not only in their faith, but 
through relationships with 
one another,” Landis says. 
“It was really neat to see 
the younger kids get taken 
under the wings of the old-
er kids and mentored. They 
become very close friends. 
Our teenagers have been 
getting together quite of-
ten, just because they’ve 
become really close friends 
through this production.”

The next production of Shrek the Musical 
will take place Nov. 14-16. Auditions are Sept. 
5 at the church, 2340 S. State Rd. 135, Green-
wood. Those interested can register online at 
centergrovechurch.org/shrek for a time. Call-
backs are Sept. 6, 12-5 p.m.

“We’re really excited about the musical,” 
Phipps says. “Shrek has a reputation for crude 
humor. It’s really scaled back on the humor but 
maintains all of the charm. We’re really delight-
ed to be able to do something that is this new.”

Families, friendships and fine arts
Center Grove Fine Arts Academy performs Godspell, gathers for a performance reunion  

and prepares for Shrek the Musical as its second production

Left, Center Grove Fine Arts Academy (CGFAA) performing Godspell. Submitted Photo  Right, cast members, and their families gather for a performance reunion at Independence Park. Photo by Nicole Davis

From left, Ava and Sophia Kalscheur at the Godspell performance reunion in 
the park. Photo by Nicole Davis
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Tackling text messages

By Regina Miller

Q: I am getting text messages 
from people who I don’t know 
and I want them to stop. What 
should I do?  

A: There are a couple different 
ways to address unwanted texts de-
pending on what type of message 
it is. If it is just a simple text mes-
sage or SMS (which stands for Sim-
ple Message Service), you can re-
ply STOP and forward the message 
to 7726 via text to report it to your carrier as 
spam. It does not work for iMessage users 

though. If it is an MMS (Mu-
litmedia Messag-

ing Service), you 
should NOT fol-

low any links from 
unknown senders. 

If you are an iMes-
sage user, you should 

forward the message 
via email to imessage.

spam@icloud.com to re-
port it as spam. 

Q: I enjoy texting with friends and family 
but it often interrupts me when I am trying 
to work to on other projects. Constantly 

picking up my phone to read and 
respond is too big of a distrac-
tion, but it is often necessary 
that I do respond. Is there a more 
convenient way to carry on text 
conversations?  

A: There are several ways to make 
this type of communication more 
convenient and less of a distrac-
tion while working at your comput-
er. Here are a couple of my favor-
ites: If you are communicating with 
iPhone users and have a Mac, then 

you can log into iMessage from your Mac – 
note this will only show messages from other 
iMessage users (which includes iPhone users, 
but not Android users). You can also chat with 
Gmail users and Android users from your 
desktop browser using Google Hangouts. You 
can even text/chat with users of other phone 
operating systems (like iPhone) if the user in-
stalls the Hangouts app on his phone. Happy 
texting, er, chatting! 

TECH SAVVY

Regina Miller
TECH SAVVY

By Greg Garcia
Join me again for another look into a home in 

the Center Grove community. This road takes 
you from a busy retail area to the quiet calm of 
a country neighborhood. The grand view pic-
ture we have is of the metropolitan landscape 
of Indianapolis in the distance.

I view it as over the years, farming families 
gave up the land of 
their family history. 
Each generation mov-
ing to the city or out 
of town to better one’s 
life.

As we approach this 
home’s yard, we find 
a curved drive lead-
ing up to the two-sto-
ry golf view property. 
This setting is sur-
rounded by landscap-
ing of good taste – flowers and trees cover the 
rest of the area. We begin by entering the home 
with a generous greeting room, covered by ex-
tra-large, innovated framed artwork. The col-
ors all around are reminiscent of stone tones 
and they lead you into the conversation room 
which has a grand view of the golf course. The 
furniture in this room is a pleasant mix of old 
and new – diversified items that showcase a 
theme of family history. A single, large window 
illuminates the space and offers a scenic view.

Moving to the left of this room, we find the 
kitchen area which invites many in for coffee. 
The appliances are metal and there are brick 
accents behind the cooktop and the base of the 
kitchen island. Marble and granite cover the 
countertops and a single table with six chairs 

sits at the end of the room, linked with ivo-
ry drapes, dark chocolate-colored walls all of 
which invites warm conversations with loved 
ones.

As we move through the rest of the main 
floor, we find a quite office and a reading area. 
Next is a large bedroom and a full bathroom 
with all the works. These rooms again reflect 
the color values of cream, white, black and 
brown, and the art is large – displaying ani-
mals, nature and vacation memories from over 

the years.
We leave the first 

floor and wander up 
the open staircase to 
visit the second floor. 
At the top of the land-
ing is a large pedestal 
with a single western 
bronze of a horse and 
rider. This floor con-
tains three large bed-
rooms – all with single 

bathrooms. Each room has its own unique in-
terior design.

Bedroom number one has a king-sized 
bed and a clean headboard of cool leather in 
a soothing tan. The second bedroom boasts 
Hampton furniture in a rubbed paint finish 
with an olive green and brown setting. The 
drapery feels natural in all these rooms and 
is transparent enough to let in light or offer a 
spectacular view. Even the closets are clean and 
everything has its place, if you will.

I enjoyed sharing this home with you this 
week – if you have a home you would like to 
share with me for the Center Grove ICON, 
please let me know!

Peak into middle-class 
Indy living

SACRED SPACES

Greg Garcia is a White River Township resident who owns Greg 
Garcia Designs. Contact him at designsbygreg@gmail.com.

Regina Miller owns Geek in Pink. Contact her with tech 
questions at regina@geekinpink.com or (317) 882-1606.

$1499

Large 1 topping  traditional 
crust pizza and an order of 

breadsticks

Like us on Facebook! Exp: 9/19/2014

2 N State  
Rd #135

Bargersville, IN
317.422.8114

Specializing in Antique 
& Vintage Items

Onsite • Online/Proxibid • E-Bay Consignment
Sandy Flippin, Gilley’s Antique Mall

(1 Mile West of Plainfield on U.S. 40)
Office: (317) 495-8482

Email: scamp45450@aol.com

aclassactauction.com

Toys, Glassware, China, Pottery, Coins, 
Trade Books, Trains & Much More!

AU11300035

The Center Grove community is filled with quiet and calm 
neighborhoods against the backdrop of the metropolitan  

landscape of Indianapolis
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Jordan Fischer is a contributing columnist for the Center 
Grove ICON. To ask Jordan a grammar question, write him at 
rjfische@gmail.com.

TsT Home Improvement Services LLC 
Tip of the Month  By Tom S. Truesdale

TsT Home Improvement Services LLC
Helping people one job at a time...

317-550-8677
Plainfield, IN • email: thomas_truesdale@yahoo.com

website: tsthomeimprovement.com

               

 

1 Free Home Improvement Consulting Visit

Residential Renovations • Home Improvement Consulting 
Home Additions • Garages and Detached Buildings 

Interior and Exterior Contracting • Build to Suit
In Home Access and Mobility Solutions • Handyman Services

Bath Renovations - Part 1
The bathroom is one of 
the most used rooms in 
your home. Because of 
the frequent use and the 
presence of plumbing 
fixtures in multiple 
locations updates should 
be considered every 5 
to 10 years. Updates 
and renovations to the 
bathroom can range from a simple 
shower door replacement to a 
plumbing fixture change or a full 
scale renovation.

Home sale and appraisal statistics 
confirm that investment in bathroom 
renovation pay back by immediately 
adding value to your home and make 
homes sell faster than homes that 
have not been updated.

As mentioned above, updates to the 
bathroom range greatly in scope and 
cost.  Here are a few examples in no 
particular order.

•	 Floor	Surface	Replacement
•	 Simple	Caulking	Updates
•	 Grab	Bar	Installation
•	 	Conversions	to	Stand-up	Shower	

or	Walk-in	Tub	Units
•	 Shower	Door	Replacement
•	 Sink,	Faucet	Update

•	 Vanity	Cabinet	Replacement
•	 Counter	Top	Replacement
•	 Light	Fixture	Updates
•	 Tub/Shower	Replacement
•	 	Addition	of	New	Plumbing	

Fixtures,	Sinks	&	Showers
•	 	Tile	Surround	Installation,	 

Walls	&	Floors
•	 Heated	Floor	Tile
•	 Toilet	Fixture	Replacement
•	 	Tub,	Shower,	Sink,	Toilet	

Relocation/Reorganization

Next	month,	bath	renovations	Part	2,	
will discuss the details and logistics 
that go into renovating the bathroom. 
Renovation	 to	 the	 bathroom	 is	
generally not as complicated as 
the kitchen but can potentially be 
disruptive to the home owner if 
the project is not well planned and 
managed. A good deal of thought 
and planning needs to take place 
before beginning your project....more 
to come next month!

GRAMMAR GUY

Jordan Fischer
GRAMMAR GUY

Chance vs. opportunity

Question: "Dear Grammar Guy, I would like 
to take this 'chance' to ask you about the use 
of 'chance & opportunity'.
I see this as a real 'opportunity' 
to clear up the proper time to 
use each word. Thank you for the 
'chance' to write you. I can’t wait 
for the 'opportunity' to read your 
reply."  ~ David Stratton

Answer: This is a tricky one, Da-
vid. We'll see why in a moment.

Consider this example: Every 
child born in the United States has a 
chance of becoming president. Few 
of us, however, will have the opportunity.

In many circumstances, "chance" and "op-
portunity" are interchangeable. Merriam-
Webster lists a primary definition for both of 
them of "an amount of time or a situation in 
which something can be done."

Fortunately, our friends at the dictionary 
also offer a few more elucidative definitions 
for each. "Chance," they say, is "the way that 
events happen when they are not planned or 
controlled by people" – or, more simply put, 
"the possibility that something will happen." 
An "opportunity" according to Merriam-Web-

ster, is "a favorable juncture of circumstances" 
or "a good chance for advancement or prog-
ress." That last definition – "a good chance" – 
is the key here.

A "chance" is broad and undi-
rected, like, for example, a job list-
ing in a newspaper. Anyone can see 
the listing. Anyone can apply. An 
"opportunity" is specific and, im-
portantly, positive. Continuing with 
our job listing, the "opportunity" is 
when they call you to offer you a tri-
al run at the position.

"Opportunity" comes from "op-
portune," meaning "suitable or con-
venient for a particular occurrence." 
The "particular occurrence" part of 

that is your takeaway this week. A "chance" is a 
nebulous possibility that something might or 
might not happen. An "opportunity" is a good 
possibility of some particular, positive thing 
happening or being made to happen. 

Send your news items to:
news@myicon.info

Over75 years
of helping the residents and

businesses of Johnson County
prosper and grow. 

750 International Drive
P.O. Box 309

Franklin, IN 46131

317-736-6174
www.jcremc.com

Johnson Count y REMC
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Charles R. Thomas, M.D. owns Chateau Thomas Winery with 
locations in Plainfield, Fishers, Bloomington and Nashville. 
Contact him at charlest@chateauthomas.com.

By Charles R. Thomas, M.D.
Like most other types of wine, the manner 

in which the wine is made, the grapes used, 
and the finished product is largely controlled 
and dictated by the government of that coun-
try. Such is also in Portugal, but perhaps the 
loosest control of the E.U. Even though the 
wine is ultimately produced by the larger bot-
tling houses in Oporto (Lodges), the source of 
the product is the small grower on the side of 
a hill who doesn’t even own an automobile and 
must hand-carry his young Port wine to the 
river, or perhaps, nowadays, to the truck at the 
top of the steep hills. The exact technique used 
by one grower, or the exact grape mixture, or 
whether fermented and aged for a year in ce-
ment tanks, wood, or unlikely stainless steel 
are all variables that add to the complexity and 
charm of Port. Ultimately, these differences 
will be obtunded by the masterful blending 
performed once the various wines are assem-
bled in the Lodge. 

The lots made from the youngest vines and 
the ones that by taste are the simplest and rel-
egated to the designation, Ruby Port, the least 
expensive type of Port. This style is a very dark 
purple (ruby) color produced by blending 

of many lots and different vintages of wines. 
The intention here is to create a wine that is 
fresh, flavorful, and mouth-warming. The al-
cohol creates a fiery finish. Ruby Port is, be-
fore blending, aged for another year (two min-
imum). When ready, the wine is 
blended, filtered, sometimes pasteur-
ized, although this practice has been 
largely abandoned in wine making 
everywhere. The wine is then bottled 
and shipped to markets

Ruby Ports should be stored at 
room temperature and upright. The 
bottle should be finished within a 
week or two of opening, although be-
ing placed in a smaller container with 
a tight-fitting stopper can extend its 
life. Enjoy Ruby Port as an aperitif, 
mixed half-and-half with lemonade 
(as the English used to do), as a des-
sert wine, as a bedtime insomnia aid, 
and also as a flavoring agent for many 
foods.

Wood Ports are a broad category 
of Ports that are aged in oak barrels that are fu-
siform (narrowed at both ends) in shape, called 
“pipes.” The longer the wine is in a pipe, the 
more “tawny” it becomes in color. The aging in 
pipes gives more in barrel oxidation per unit of 

time and less oak flavor when compared to the 
conventional 60-gallon barrel in general use in 
most other wines. This phenomenon is due to 
the ratio of the area of wood exposed to the 
wine versus the quantity of wine. 

White Port is made by most growers using a 
selection of white grapes from a group allowed 
by the Portuguese government. These include: 
Verdelho, Malvasia Fina, Vinsinho, Donzelin-
ho, Moscatel Galego, and Robigato as the most 

common of the 85 allowed varieties. The wine 
is produced essentially like the red wines. Aro-
mas are of fruit and floral tones with honey 
and sometimes oak. The usual alcohol level is 
16-17 percent less than the red counterpart. 

White Ports are the only Ports that 
are categorized according to their 
sweetness; as Dry, Medium Dry, and 
Sweet. The most common use for 
White Ports is as an aperitif, but may 
accompany certain foods that can 
withstand the higher alcohol.

The longer the wine is in a pipe, 
the more “tawny” it becomes in col-
or. The aging in pipes give more in 
barrel oxidation per unit of time 
and less oak flavor when compared 
to the conventional 60-gallon barrel 
in general use in most other wines. 
This phenomenon is due to the ratio 
of the area of wood exposed to the 
wine versus the quantity of wine. So, 
a small barrel, like a 30-gallon barrel, 
would quickly render the wine very 

oak- flavored, but not very oxidized.

The simpler styles of Port 
WINE & DINE

the only cleaning service that’s

317.781.6243
maidbrigade.com

72% of women feel they  
“2nd shift”work a

Quit your night job and hire

99$

Priority Cleaning
2 Professionally 

Trained Maids for 
1.5 Hours

new customers only. 
please call for details.

50$

OFF
$25 Off Your 1st Visit

$15 Off Your 2nd Visit
$10 Off Your 3rd Visit

new customers only.
please call for details.

•Consistent, thorough house     
  cleaning service

•Regular service, on-call service 
  and one-time cleanings

•All teams trained, certified, 
  uniformed and insured

■ NEW BOOK ON SALES 
In the 10 years since moving from Sweden to New York City, with no 
experience in real estate and no contacts, Fredrik Eklund has trans-
formed himself into the best seller in the most competitive real es-
tate market on the planet. In The Sell, Eklund leverages his years of 
experience to create the go-to manual for self-promotion and sales.  
At the core of the book are chapters tied to Eklund’s 10-step pro-
gram for “selling anything to everyone,” sharing his secrets on ev-
erything from personal authenticity and looking your very best to 
crafting the perfect sales pitch, negotiating with savvy, and closing 
deals promptly and efficiently . . . lest they slip away. The Sell imparts 
helpful wisdom and tips on wooing new customers, getting them to 
like and trust you, and persuading them that whatever it is you’re of-
fering them is precisely what they want and need most. He aims to 
help you get a razor-sharp focus on selling: selling yourself - or your 
brand - no matter what your background is. - amazon.com

■ iPAD2 STILL TOP TECH GADGET 
True Apple devotees might write off the iPad 2 as last year’s news, 
but don’t be fooled. This is still the tablet to get for slimness and size. 
It’s actually thinner than the new iPad, but the screen is still plenty 
bright and clear. And, starting at $399, the iPad 2 is a hundred bucks 
cheaper than Apple’s latest model. That’s actually a great value con-
sidering it gives businesses just about everything they would want 
in a tablet. The iPad 2 is small enough to easily slide into a briefcase 
or a large purse without weighing you down, but powerful enough 
to handle critical business tasks. It’s great for writing e-mails and re-
ports, perusing documents or even basic videoconferencing. It also 
makes a flashy sales presentation tool. - entrepreneur.com

■ GO PAPERLESS! 
The cost of paper, ink, mailing supplies and postage may seem mini-
mal at times, but it can add up to a large business expense. Going 
paperless by not printing unless absolutely necessary, transitioning 
to a digital invoice and bill-payment system, and filing all important 
paperwork on your computer instead of a file cabinet can help you 
reduce some of the most common recurring business costs. 

- sbinformation.com

■ DINING OUT MEANS MORE CALORIES
A study published online by Public Health Nutrition claims that 
eating fast food or full-service restaurants leads to “significant 
increase in energy, sugar, saturated fat and [salt].” Researchers 
looked at data from over 12,000 persons aged 20 to 64 and saw that 
people who ate at fast food or full-service restaurants consumed 
(on average) an extra 200 calories per day than people who ate 
in, cooking a home meal. According to the study’s co-author, Lisa 
Powel, “eating out at restaurants should be the exception not the 
norm.” – CNN Health

■ NEW METHODS OF DETECTING MELANOMA
A new addition has been added to the watch list in order to detect 
skin cancer. Severe pain and itchiness over a certain area of skin 
can possibly be correlated to a set of more fatal cancerous cells 
than melanoma according to a new study published in JAMA 
Dermatology. – Women’s Health

LIFESTYLEDISPATCHES
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RECIPE
For CG ICON by Family Features

Every cook needs a little menu magic once 
in a while — something that turns basic into 
best. A versatile sauce that complements your 
family’s favorite meals is one way to do it.

Whole Onion & Fresh Tomato Sauce takes 
only 20 minutes to make. Whatever fresh to-
matoes you have on hand — cherry, heirloom, 
plum, beefsteak — will work just fine in this 
recipe. The chopped tomatoes, along with 
roasted red bell peppers, garlic, fresh herbs 
and tender, slightly sweet-tart Holland-style 
onions from Aunt Nellie’s, result in a tasty, 
chunky sauce that’s destined to become your 
go-to, timesaver recipe. Just quickly saute the 
garlic, then add the onions and remaining in-
gredients for a recipe that is practically no 
cook.

Adaptable to any dish
This flavorful sauce can be used in a num-

ber of ways. It’s a perfect pasta partner, tossed 
with angel hair or spaghetti, or spooned over 
ravioli or tortellini. Finish with shredded Par-
mesan cheese, if you like. Add an additional 
layer of flavor and a fresh burst of color by 
topping plain grilled or sauteed chicken or 
fish (tilapia, halibut, cod) with the sauce just 
before serving.

Use these pantry-staple onions to provide a 

subtle pop of flavor (and extra vegetables) to 
other favorite dishes including soups, stews 
and sauces. 

Visit auntnellies.com to find more delicious 
ways to use onions and other jarred vegetables 
in your menus. 

Aunt Nellie’s Whole Onion 
& Fresh Tomato Sauce

Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 5 minutes

Servings: 4 (1/2-cup) servings

•	 1 jar (15 ounces) Aunt Nellie’s Whole 
Holland-Style Onions

•	 1 tablespoon olive or vegetable oil
•	 2 cloves garlic, minced
•	 1/2 cup white wine, chicken broth or 

vegetable broth
•	 1 cup chopped fresh tomatoes
•	 1/2 cup chopped roasted red bell  

peppers or sweet piquante peppers
•	 Chopped fresh herbs (such as basil, 

thyme, oregano, chives)

Drain onions; discard liquid.
Heat oil in medium skillet over medium 

heat until hot. Add garlic; cook and stir 1 min-
ute. Add onions and wine; cook 2-3 minutes 
or until most of liquid has evaporated.

Stir in tomatoes and peppers; heat through. 
Stir in herbs, as desired.

Note: To serve, toss sauce with cooked pas-
ta. Or, serve over grilled or sauteed chicken 
breast or fish, such as cod, tilapia or halibut.

Nutrition information per serving: 
100 calories; less than 1 g protein; 9 g 

carbohydrate;  4 g fat;  260 mg sodium;  0 mg 
cholesterol; 1 g dietary fiber; 0.62 mg iron; 

1539.78 IU vitamin A; 11.10 mg vitamin C.

familyfeatures.com

Versatile sauce 
creates menu magic

BUY ONE 
ENTRÉE, GET

2ND ONE 
50% OFF!

NEW OWNERSHIP, SAME GREAT FOOD!

Formerly Sophia’s 
House of Pancakes

1694 West Main Street
Greenwood, IN • (317) 888-6800

Equal or lesser value. Offer valid 
Mon-Thurs only & expires 9/13/14.

BREAKFAST 
SERVED ALL 
DAY LONG!

TomWoodLexus.com

Tom Wood Lexus is the only dealership in central 

Indiana that combines the quality of Lexus with 

the reliability of the area’s most trusted name in 

automotive. We take pride in providing you a

world-class ownership experience from the 

purchase of your new or pre-owned Lexus, to all 

of your service and financing needs. Get the car 

you want, the way you want—at Tom Wood Lexus.

4160 E. 96th Street   |   888.928.2572

Hours of Operation:

Sales:
Mon, Thurs: 9 am - 8 pm
Tues - Wed, Fri: 9 am - 6 pm
Sat: 10 am - 6 pm

Service:
Mon, Thurs: 7:30 am - 8 pm
Tues - Wed, Fri: 7:30 am - 6 pm
Sat: 8 am - 6 pm

Ask about our concierge service

Indy’s Exclusive
Home for Lexus
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Alumnus takes his skills overseas to help those in need

By Eric Ellis 
Center Grove High School alumnus Greg Matney said he was pretty 

involved during his high school years, especially in student council. He 
served as the student body president his senior year in 2002 but was in-
volved in other roles and capacities as well.

“Other than that, I played tennis, I did marching band for a year, I 
sometimes joined the Fellowship of Christian athletes in the mornings,” 
Matney said. “I even did a couple of the school plays. We also had a com-
munity service club and through that the student council and I raised 
two or three thousand dollars for the schools.”

After his time at CGHS, Matney attended Taylor University in Up-
land, Ind. There he continued his tennis and service-related extracur-
ricular activities.

“I was involved in Leadership Development where I basically helped 
bring in different speakers on campus. I was also a part of a group called 
the Taylor Association of Business Students,” Matney said. “I studied 
business management and minored in economics and political science. 
I was able to volunteer and participate in a lot of internships that were 
important parts of my development.”

Since then, Matney has worked with countless businesses and entre-
preneurs from all over the world, including Kenya, Haiti, Uganda, the 
Philippines, Laos, Cambodia Hong Kong, China, and finally India. Most 
recently, he’s been co-directing a program called “Aatma Vikas” which 
means “self-progress” in Hindi. The program is run via the Central India 
Christian Mission, which was founded in 1982 and has since provided 
invaluable aid, training as well as ministry services throughout India. 

“I’ve had a lot of unique experiences and I feel very fortunate, espe-
cially at such a young age,” Matney said. “Our work (with Aatma Vikas) 
is essentially vocational training centers in villages – it’s an outreach. We 
are Christians working with primarily people who are not Christians, 
and we don’t force them to change faiths but we feel compelled to assist 
and provide education and opportunities when we can. We try to give 
them skills that will help them get a job as soon as possible so they can 
better support their families.”

Matney says Aatma Vikas helps train people how to be tractor/equip-
ment drivers, electricians, how to work in the textile and beautician in-
dustries, and various other trades. Matney and his wife, Abhineeta, work 
in tandem as partners through the whole endeavor and have been living 
together in India for about five years.

“I would say that if it wasn’t for my faith in Jesus, I probably wouldn’t 
be doing this work. That compels me and encourages me. Especially 
when you’re working in such grim circumstances and seeing poverty on 
a daily basis - that hope that we try to share with the people we work 
with,” Matney said.

Though Matney and his wife are working daily with people who have 
been exploited for labor or who have little-to-no education or training, 
they believe helping these people boosts the local economies and espe-
cially confidences on an individual level.

For more information, visit indiamission.org.

What’s some advice you wish someone 
had given you when you were 
younger?
Someone at my time at Taylor told me 
to try to find an opportunity that really 
allows you to thrive – that allows you 
to take the initiative and be creative. 
They’re not so easy to come by but if you 
can do something that’s a little outside 
your comfort zone or in a different 
country or even an area you’re not great 
in yet skill-wise, it usually leads to better 
opportunities in the future. That was 
helpful for me when I considered whether 
or not I’d be willing to live overseas long-
term. 

What do you do in your free time?
I have two young children, so all of my 
free time is family time. I also enjoy hiking. 
My brother, Lucas, who went to Center 
Grove as well, went on a hiking trip with 
me in the Himalayas last week. I also enjoy 
Frisbee, reading, but especially spending 
time with my wife and kids.

Do you have a favorite book?
The Jesus I Never Knew by Philip Yancey.

What are some goals you’d like to 
accomplish in the coming years?
We’re excited about starting a business 
where we sell products made directly by 
or that support our graduates. So we’re 
looking at launching this year a business 
that sells lifestyle products (clothing, 
scarves, stationary, children’s toys and 
home décor items). It’s a way to make 
our work financially sustainable without 
the need for donations over the long 
term. And we’re also excited to provide 
people with direct job opportunities after 
training school. Furthermore, there’s a 
new training center that we’re launching 
in the northeast region of India next to 
Darjeeling. There’s a community near there 
where almost all of the women are trapped 
in the sex-trafficking industry with no way 
out of it. So we’re building a training center 
there where we can train people to have 
textile-industry skills (making handbags, 
shirts and other products) to give them an 
opportunity to receive income and leave 
the sex-trafficking industry.

I would say that if it wasn’t for my faith in Jesus, I probably wouldn’t be doing this work.  
That compels me and encourages me. Especially when you’re working in such  
grim circumstances and seeing poverty on a daily basis - that hope that we try  

to share with the people we work with.   ~ Greg Matney

“

“Greg Matney with his wife, Abhineeta.

FEATURE

Greg Matney, working as co-director of Aatma Vikas  
with locals in a village in India. 

Submitted Photos
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By Nicole Davis
Drivers driving along Madison Avenue 

in Greenwood will often see David Zimmer 
outside, manning a produce stand in the late 
summer and early fall, shoveling snow in the 
winter, putting up Christmas decorations, or 
planting and tending to the 1,000 red begonias 
that highlight the street (and that’s not even 
all of the flowers). As an on-site landlord, Da-
vid says he wants to continue to bring nice 
landscaping to the area so others might feel 
inspired to do likewise, causing a ripple effect 
that will only improve the Greenwood area.

“David does most of the landscaping,” says 
his mother, Jane Zimmer, who turned 90 on 
July 12. “I tell him sometimes, you are the gar-
dener, the landlord, financial advisor and the 
caretaker. I’m bragging because he does all of 
that. I’m very proud of him. He’s so good with 
people. He’s so kind and willing to help.”

Jane and her husband, Bill, now deceased, 
began to purchase the properties in 1966. 
Jane, who was born in White River Town-
ship and attended Center Grove Schools, 
later attending Indiana University, says Bill 
purchased their house just behind Madison 
Avenue in 1956. Jane says the piece of prop-
erty which now houses La Trattoria was wear-
ing down, and if she wanted to remain in the 
area, she knew they had to purchase it, which 
they did in 1966. She opened a preschool, Ms. 
Jane’s School, teaching for about three years. 
She says not everyone was happy about hav-
ing the school in the area, as it was primar-
ily residential, but she had the backing of her 
student’s parents. In 1976, Jane and Bill pur-
chased the property which is now The Flow-
er Market and continued to buy a connecting 
piece of land each decade, forming The Village 
Shoppes. She says Bill and their sons worked 
on the houses, to improve them. 

 “It was a challenge just to do it,” Jane says. 
“We enjoyed doing it. We’d loved seeing the 
improvement on the property. I lived here all 
my life in Center Grove area and Greenwood. 
My grandmother and grandfather lived down 
on Main Street. I like Greenwood and I want 
to see it kept nice.”

Through the years, Jane and David say 
they’ve seen Madison Avenue in Greenwood 
change tremendously, transitioning into a pri-
marily commercial strip. Jane says she can re-
member a time when she would go riding her 
bicycle down Madison Avenue and no one 
would be out. Now, the road is highly-traf-
ficked.

 “I think it’s changed for the better,” Jane 
says. “We have improved every piece of the 
property, all of us have, that at one time was 
getting run down. Everything’s almost turned 
into business here, and we want to keep Madi-
son Avenue nice.”

David says he has helped his parents with 
the upkeep of the properties almost since day 
one. He used to run a tuxedo shop in David 
Williams Men’s Clothing Store in the build-
ing where The Flower Market is now. Now, his 
concentration is on creating an environment 
which his tenants can enjoy. Those tenants in-
clude Community Hearing Health, The Flow-
er Market, Locks Salon and Spa, PC Parame-
dix LLC, Rumours Beauty Salon, Sassafras Tea 
Room and Teal Canary art studio.

“It’s enjoyable to be able to carry on mom 

and dad’s tradition,” David says. “I try to bring 
some joy to the people, which is what it’s all 
about. In this area, we’re experiencing posi-
tive across the street; new people have moved 
in and really improved the buildings they’ve 
occupied because they’re the owners, they’ve 
invested in it, such as Mike Watkins and Vino 
Villa. It’s been a positive, upbeat atmosphere.”

David and Jane are members of the Greater 
Greenwood Chamber of Commerce, continu-
ing to stay active in the community because 
although they’ve seen many changes in the 
area, they say there is still more that can be 
done.

“Over a period of years, Madison Avenue 
has improved and I don’t think it’s through 
yet,” Jane says.

Best advice: Be patient when rental space 
becomes available. Be selective in the 
tenant mix in the area. The ideal tenant will 
have past experience being in business.

Worst advice: Someone who wants to 
operate on a limited basis, as far as time. 
You always have people who think they’ll 
open their doors and people will come in.

Best business decision: Buying the first 
building and expanding in 1966 when 
there was little business on Madison 
Avenue, especially in this area.

In 5 years: We’d like to see more businesses 
established on Madison Avenue and 
expand off of it.

Secret to success: Having the right mix 
and good tenants that provide services 
and being an asset to Madison Avenue 
and Greenwood.

How did David do it?

Reasons to do business with the  
The Village Shoppes:
You can dine at either the Tea Room 
or an Italian restaurant, visit the 
salons, take art lessons, have your 
hearing tested, buy flowers or just see 
the beautiful flowers, our landmark 
begonias on Madison Avenue.

The List Property owners David Zimmer and his mother, Jane Zimmer, continue  
their goal of making Madison Avenue in Greenwood a beautiful place to visit

COVER STORY

David and Jane Zimmer

Photo by Rick Myers

The Village Shoppes
Community Hearing Health

The Flower Market
La Trattoria

Locks Salon and Spa
PC Paramedix LLC

Rumours Beauty Salon
Sassafras Tea Room 

Teal Canary Art Studio

Zimmer’s Shoppes

“We have improved every 
piece of the property, all of 

us have, that at one time was 
getting run down. Everything’s 

almost turned into business 
here, and we want to keep 

Madison Avenue nice.”
~ Jane Zimmer
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Whenever Charles Krauthamer comes 
on TV, I always tell my wife that he is 
the smartest man on television. Well, 

maybe it is just a personal preference. Typically, 
those people who think like I do, I 
always credit for being very smart. Go 
figure. A year or two ago, I would do 
some public speaking; I would also 
meet with small businesses and talk 
on the current state of the economy. 
One thing that we would often visit 
or speak on, a topic as we all knew, 
is what the extended unemployment 
benefit cost the small business 
person. Why is this of concern? For 
two reasons: the first is that when 
people get comfortable with receiving 
the unemployment benefit in the first 
place, which generally happens in the first week, 
they are less inclined to seek new employment 
opportunities. Many of us hire people in the 
thirty to forty thousand dollars a year income 
range. The folks in this pay range seem to be the 
ones who are most satisfied just to live off the 
benefit. This means if you are on full benefits, the 
offer of say, a $35,000 a year job no longer seem 
attractive. You can make more than that sitting 
at home! We have all surely experienced putting 

a one column “job wanted” ad in the paper, and 
no one really qualified shows up, maybe less than 
eight to 10 folks even show for an interview. This 
was in an 8 percent unemployment job market! 
Out of frustration, you run the same add next 
week in two columns for almost double the cost, 

which gets a few more stragglers than 
last week. Week three, out of shear 
desperation, you put Monster.com 
and other e recruiters into the mix. 
Additionally, in week three you go 
three columns and color; now, you 
get a whopping 15 candidates and 
you hire your best candidate of the 
three week ad campaign. Remember 
the old days when a one column ad 
over the weekend would attract 15-20 
qualified people, and that was before 
Monster.com piling on in addition to 
the paper! 

So what is the other way that we as small busi-
ness people “pay” for extended coverage bene-
fits? People who don’t know any different think 
that the unemployment benefit money is “free 
money” that falls from the government coffers 
like rain. If they did not give this cash to you, it 
would just go to some third world country any-
way. No! This money is paid for by small business 
people like you and me. We pay a percent of our 
payroll into an unemployment fund. When un-
employment extended benefit weeks get great-

Howard Hubler
COLUMNIST

Howard Hubler can be reached at howard@hubler.com.

PEER TO PEER

The untold story of the drop in unemployment 
er in number, our percentage withholding fac-
tor just goes up to compensate, which deducts 
even more cash from our own payroll. We have 
to then pay more to cover the extended weeks! 
Should the state unemployment fund run dry, 
the government steps in to assist as a last resort.

So, back to Mr. Krauthamer. In a recent ar-
ticle, he was quoting the President for bragging 
of a drop in the unemployment rate. Obama 
thought that he did this all by himself. No! The 
extended unemployment benefits finally ran 
out several months ago. When the Republican 
house blocked renewing them, the President an-

nounced that this would cause the end of the Re-
public as we know it. Well, what really happened 
is without extended benefits, a greater percent-
age of these people who were “gaming the sys-
tem” under the extended benefits program, not 
really looking for work, were now seeking a job. 
Yes, they finally got a job! Perhaps it was not the 
job they were seeking, but they were finally off 
the “public dole” that we paid for! Huh? Remem-
ber Clinton’s “welfare to work-fare” program, 
seems like the same thing happened then, too.

BUSINESS BRIEF

Hospitalist establishes practice with IN Heart Physicians
Louis F. Landman, MD, has joined Franciscan Physician Network Indiana Heart Physicians (IHP). 
He is the first to be part of the newly established Cardiovascular Hospitalist 
Program, which teams Landman with back-up interventional cardiologists 
to admit and consult on patients overnight. Hospitalists specialize in 
the care of patients in the hospital. IHP created the program to make its 
cardiologists more available to Franciscan St. Francis Heart Center patients 
during day time hours. This approach improves continuity of care for 
patients who have been admitted overnight. A resident of Indianapolis, 
Landman received his undergraduate degree at Indiana University 
and earned his medical degree from St. George’s University School of 
Medicine, Grenada, West Indies. He completed residency training at St. 
Vincent Health.

Louis F. Landman, MD
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Somerset CPAs is an accounting and consulting firm that 
is passionate about the success of our clients, employees, 
community and profession. 

To learn more about how we work with you to help you 
achieve and surpass your financial goals, visit us online 
at www.SomersetCPAs.com, or contact one of our tax 
professionals with expertise in industries such as:

BOTTOM LINE RESULTS.
INNOVATIVE STRATEGIES

3925 River Crossing Parkway, 3rd Floor | Indianapolis, IN 46240 | 317.472.2200 | info@somersetcpas.com

- Agriculture

- Construction

- Dealerships

- Dental

- Health care

- Manufacturing

- Retail 

- Real estate

A lot has changed in the last few years. And we’re 
all wondering how many more hits we can take. 
It always looks bad when you’re down, but rest 
assured we will get back up. We should know, 
in the last three years Express Employment 
Professionals has helped over 1 million people 
find jobs. Because where others see adversity, 
we see opportunity… and we are on a mission… 
for one million more.

(317) 888-5700   707 S. Madison Ave., Greenwood, IN 46143
ExpressIndySouth.com

Mike Heffner is the owner of the Greenwood Express Employment Professionals franchise. Contact Mike at mike.heffner@
expresspros.com or visit www.expressindysouth.com.

I recently decided to expand and add a new 
location. This was a big decision for me, my 
family and my team.  I was almost as scared 

to do this as I was when I made 
the decision to open the business 
to start with. When I started my 
business, I knew that I wanted to 
make an impact. I was like most 
entrepreneurs; I was passionate and 
on fire for my new venture. I wanted 
to impact the community and leave 
a legacy. I think most entrepreneurs 
are designed that way. That doesn’t 
make it any less scary. I know in both 
cases I was scared to death of being 
bold and stepping out. You don’t have 
to start a new business or open a new 
office to do something that matters. You may 
be contemplating a new career path, a business 
idea, a ministry plan or just about anything else.  
My point is – being bold can be scary.   

In most cases, your bold move is something 
big and might even seem impossible. I know 
when I was thinking about starting my busi-
ness, it was hard to grasp. It didn’t feel possible 
and had me way outside my comfort zone. In 
most cases, what we fear the most is the risk. 
We tend to shy away from risk because we like 
the comfortable environment that we’re used 
to. I had a good job and made a good income. 
All was well?

I recently read an article by Kent Ingle, 
president of Southeastern University, on this 
very topic. He says there are three things that 
can help us with our bold ideas.

First, identify the fear. We all know that 
famous quote by Franklin D. Roosevelt that 
says, “The only thing we need to fear is fear 
itself.” Ingle says that fear is a “paralyzing ele-
ment in our world.” Fear can make things ap-
pear worse than they really are. His advice is 
to take a step back and identify what you’re 

scared of and then you can start the path of 
identifying how you navigate through it. Of-
ten times the thing we fear isn’t the idea, rath-
er it’s the unknown. Fear will lose its power 
when it is brought to light. I have found this to 
be the case with most difficult situations, es-

pecially conflict. Just talking about it 
out loud usually brings clarity. I also 
like to write out things. Do whatever 
works for you.

Second, know what healthy risk is.  
Ingle says, “Once you neutralize fear, 
you can identify the risk with our 
big idea.” I have never seen anyone 
do anything that made a difference 
or mattered without taking some 
risk. It’s almost impossible to be bold 
without taking risk. Not all risk is 
healthy though, but you can learn to 
distinguish what healthy risks looks 

like. I have always tried to be realistic when I 
look to move forward, weighing out the pros 
and cons. I think it’s smart to be realistic. We 
have all heard the rule of thumb - if it’s too 
good to be true, then it probably is. Don’t try 
to convince yourself if the research you have 
done tells you the risk you are looking to take 
isn’t healthy.  

Third, make a plan. Both steps one and two 
are precursors to making a plan. Since you 
have identified the fear and have started the 
research, you can identify if the risk is healthy.  
The risk itself is no longer as intimidating as 
you start down the path of creating a possi-
ble plan. Ingle says, “This is the most intense 
phase because your plan will be the road map 
to the end goal.” He says the key is to make 
your plan realistic, logical, measurable and 
achievable.  If you keep these things in mind 
as you think through your big idea, you start 
to see some clarity around what makes sense 
and what doesn’t. 

I hope as you look to be bold, you conquer 
your fear and you reach your goal.  

Don’t be afraid  
to be bold!

PERSONNEL MATTERS

Mike Heffner
COLUMNIST
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WHERE WE WORSHIP

Church offers involvement and activism for families and youth
The Lofgren family feels welcome, active, and involved at Center Grove Church

Heather Lofgren said her husband Gary 
and their two sons, Jon and Josh, have been 
actively involved at Center Grove Church for 
a little over a year. According to Heather, she 
and her husband were actually married at 
Center Grove Church 15 years ago but had 
been attending another church in Greenwood 
since then.

“We had been going to another large 
church in Greenwood for our entire marriage, 
basically,” Heather said. “We had been very in-
volved for many years but our kids never got 
involved because it was too big for us and kind 
of overwhelming. We weren’t unhappy with 
it; we just recognized that our kids needed 
something different.”

So the Lofgrens started asking what Center 
Grove Church had for the youth and decided 
the place of worship would be a good fit.

“We said, ‘Well, let’s try it and see how the 
kids do and we’ll go from there,’ and that’s 
what we did,” Heather said. “We started going 
to church regularly there and our boys started 
going to youth group and we very quickly be-
came involved.”

Center Grove Church does indeed have nu-
merous activities both within and without of 
worship and bible study services. Their Mis-
sion Team will be participating in the John-
son County Habitat Faith Build 2014, which 
will be building a home in September for a 
Johnson County family. This and many other 
services and activities are what make Center 
Grove Church a welcoming church home for 
many families in the community.

What is it about your place of worship that 
helps you grow spiritually?

“[The people at the church] are wonderful 
people – very friendly, very giving. The youth 

ministry is especially outstanding,” Heather 
said. “We’re all really good friends [who] en-
joy being together. I am amazed after being at 
a large church, I enjoy going to a small church 
and seeing how only a few people can pull off 
amazing things and activities for the kids.”

What is it about your place of worship that 
helps you feel connected to your spouse, 
children, parents or family?

“Our kids went from never wanting to go to 
church to wanting to go every day,” Heather 
said. “(Center Grove Church) very nicely be-
came exactly what our family needed. We rec-
ognized that if we didn’t make church a pri-
ority and serving others and growing through 
God in a church setting – if we didn’t get our 
kids plugged in now, they were never going to 
be churchgoers as adults.”

“I guess that it has truly been a blessing for 
our family,” she continued. “The kids are very 
plugged in and they’re both taking music les-
sons. They’re allowed to come and practice in 
a group setting to get their skills to the next 
level. It’s just been so fun to see the kids light 
up and go and participate.”

What is one meaningful event that has 
taken place at your place of worship?

“Well, we did get married there 15 years 
ago,” Heather said. “Before that, we didn’t re-
ally have a church home so we decided to go 
back to our roots and get married there.”

Why would you recommend your place of 
worship to someone?

“I think everybody has to find what a good 
fit for their family is,” Heather said. “It’s not 
about ‘shopping for churches’ as much as it’s 
about getting your kids and family involved 
and becoming lifelong churchgoers and ser-
vants.”

“Different people have different needs. Our 

need was getting our kids focused on helping 
others. I think this church is so dedicated to 
the youth and bringing them up in a Christ-
like manner. We’re all dedicated to each other, 
dedicated to helping, and helping the church 
– that right there means a lot to me as a moth-
er… So (Center Grove Church) has something 
for everyone, even for being such a small 
church. I think of it as how can I use my spiri-
tual gift to help others? And I’ve found that at 
this church.”

Center Grove Church
2340 South State Road 135

Greenwood, IN 46143
(317) 535-9007

centergrovechurch.org

Compiled by Eric Ellis

Gary and Heather Lofgren with their sons, Jon and Josh.

By Pastor Chris Philbeck
Several years ago in January 2007, the 

Washington Post conducted an experiment: 
What would happen if a world class musician 
performed elegant classical music on a price-
less instrument in the Metro station of a ma-
jor American city? The city was Washington,  
D.C. The musician was Joshua Bell, who can 
earn upwards of $50,000 for an evening’s per-
formance. The instrument was a 300-year-old 
Stradivarius valued at $3.5 million. The music 
included the works of Bach and other masters.   

The experiment was captured on hidden 
cameras. So, what was the result? During Mr. 
Bell’s 45 minute performance, 1,097 people 

passed by.  Of those 1,097, 27 dropped spare 
change into his open violin case for a total of 
$35. Of those 27 who gave their spare change, 
seven stopped to listen for a minute.  The oth-
er 1,070 people hurried past, oblivious, unin-
terested and unmoved.   

Now, these results might surprise us, even 
cause us to shake our heads, but we need to 
ask ourselves, how many times a day does 
something like this happen to you or me? 
How many times do we encounter truth or 
beauty or excellence, without giving it a sec-
ond look? How many messages of hope do we 
ignore? How many demonstrations of grace 
do we disregard?  

Years ago, at a critical time in the histo-
ry of God’s people, Ezra wrote these words, 
“But now for a brief moment grace has been 

shown from the Lord our God…”  (Ezra 9:8)  
The verse goes on to say that God’s grace had 
come to fulfill His promise to restore Israel 
(that’s the short explanation).  

Now I don’t ever want to be guilty of taking 
a verse of scripture and using it out of context, 
but I’m just struck with the thought of how of-
ten God gives us brief moments of grace and 
how easy it is to miss them. If you’re like me, 
then your life is very busy. But busy isn’t the 
only way I would describe my life.  Sometimes 
it feels burdensome. And it’s in those busy and 
burdensome times when I most need those 
brief moments of grace God provides.  But, 
sadly, it’s also in those busy and burdensome 
times when I miss them the most.  

What kind of impact would it have on our 
lives if we woke up every morning and prayed, 

“God, no matter where I am or what I’m do-
ing today… no matter how I’m feeling, help 
me to see and experience every moment of 
grace You provide. Help me to see You in your 
creation all the way from the sunrise to the 
sunset. Help me to see You in the faces of my 
family, friends and co-workers. Help me to 
see You in the face and maybe even the mu-
sic, that comes from a stranger on the corner. 
God open my eyes and my ears and my heart 
to those brief moments of grace.”  

See, the problem for most of us is not that 
God doesn’t provide those moments; the 
problem is we just don’t see them.  

Chris Philbeck is senior pastor of Mount Pleasant Christian 
Church. You may email him at inquiry@mpccministry.com or 
call (317) 881-6727.

DEVOTIONAL

Hidden moments: It’s easy to miss them if you’re not looking

Submitted Photo
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ICON of the MONTH

Dr. David A. Baillie was born in Indianapolis in 1964 to Dave and Marilyn Baillie. They lived 
in Canton, Ohio, until he was 9 then moved to Gaffney, S.C.

“I preached my first sermon at age 17 and helped coach my first volleyball team that same 
year,” Dr. Baillie said in an email.

In 2011 Dr. Baillie accepted a call to be on the pastoral team at New Hope Greenwood.
“We felt that God was calling us here to help New Hope Church impact its community,” Dr. 

Baillie said. “[I] came and helped church through a transition period. In addition to sharing 
preaching duties and church leadership, I also oversee the preschool, mission opportunities 
and community involvement for the church.”

And in the fall of 2012, Dr. Baillie accepted invitation to help consult with Center Grove 
High School volleyball as well as both middle schools. Later that year, he began Grove Volley, 
a Christian ministry in partnership with the local schools and New Hope Church. Forty-six 
were enrolled the first year. 

This past summer Grove Volley Camps had 190 participants, and they are currently 
enrolling for the fall. In only two years, 227 different girls have participated in 
Grove Volley program with over 750 different registrations.

Dr. Baillie and his wife, Jenny Lalatiana Rakotoharisolo Baillie, 
married in 2003, once in Madagascar and again in the U.S. to “make 
sure it took.” Together, they have two children and homeschool, Mia 
who is 9 is in the fifth grade, and DJ (David Jackson) who is 6, (7 in 
September), is in third grade.

Here, we learn more about our Icon of the Month, Dr. David A. 
Baillie.
What do you consider your greatest virtue? Being a learner. 
I’ve been blessed to live on three continents and travel to more 
than 30 countries, and I’ve found that the best way to get to 
know and understand people is to be a learner.  
What do you most deplore in others? Actually I kind of 
deplore this question, as I don’t look for things to deplore in 
others. Things that irritate me are arrogant people, people 
with money who spend it or give it to charities or causes 
just to get attention for themselves, and people who 
already know everything and have no desire to be 
learners.  
What do you like most about living in Center 
Grove? We have enjoyed the interaction with people. 
The volleyball ministry has allowed me to work 
not only in Center Grove but in Greenwood, Perry, 
Mooresville, and Franklin schools, and so I can’t go 
anywhere without running into people I know. 
If you had to live anywhere else in the Metro 
Indianapolis area, where would it be? I was born 
Indianapolis back in 1964, but left before Christmas 
that year, and we didn’t get back here until 2011 so I 
don’t much about where to live in the Indianapolis area. I 
don’t think any other area would really have appealed to us.
If you could begin life over, what would you change? There 
are moments I remember where I wish I had said something 
different, or taken an action I did not take. One thing I know for sure 
is that I would not have compiled the early debt I did, and would have saved a 
lot more. 
If money were no issue, how would you spend it? Church, family, travel, and fun. The first 
of anything belongs to God, since everything came from God to begin with so that’s a given. 
For the family it’s the usual, pay off debts, buy parents a house, kids’ college education, etc.
What makes you happiest? Above all else, my children. I became a father a little later in life 
than most, and I have been blessed with two children who have this incredible world view, and 
who bring so much laughter and joy in to my life. 
What is your favorite vacation spot? I’ve been blessed have been in over 31 countries and 
most of the U.S., just a few states left to go. I don’t have a favorite, I am enamored by so much 
of the world, but some of my favorites include Madrid and Sevilla, the coast of South Carolina, 
Machu Picchu, the Southern Coast of Spain, San Antonio, San Diego, and the hills of Scotland.
What do you do with idle time? I’m pastoring a church, raising two young kids, and coaching 
hundreds of girls in volleyball, not sure what idle time is. Actually I spend a lot of time 
reading, and I enjoy watching and attending sporting events.

What is it that makes you angry? Other drivers! I have a little bit of road rage that boils up 
inside me, because there is so much stupidity on the road. Maybe I’m just seeing reflections of 
myself in what they do, but I don’t really want to admit that. 
What do you do to escape from reality? Late night drives. Sometimes I just sit on my porch 
and read. A road trip every now and then. Often I will just pick up my pen and start to write, 
or a computer keyboard. I also love to just find someplace and people watch.
What or who is the greatest love of your life? Christ, I owe everything to the one who gave 
everything. After Christ, my wife, children, and family. 
Which living person in Center Grove do you most admire? My wife. This one is an easy one, 
and I know sometimes she doesn’t hear me say that. I am in awe of two things about her. First, 
she’s the only person I’ve ever known who fulfills the command to pray without ceasing. If you 

need something prayed for don’t ask me, ask her, and it will get done. The other thing is, 
here is a woman who left her entire life behind, 11,000 miles away, to follow me here. 

In 11 years she has only seen her family twice. I can’t even express how much I 
admire that.

What is the quality you like most in a man? Consistent integrity founded 
in faith. I have always contended that you can trace most of the problems 
we face in society to men not being men. When I see men grounded in 
faith, whose words and actions line up with each other I am impressed by 
that. 

What is the quality you like most in a woman? When God created 
woman in Genesis chapter two it was the final act, the culmination 
of creation. I’ve spent much of my life coaching and teaching female 
athletes, and I’m always impressed when a woman recognizes her 
true value and worth as a child of God. Our culture often transmits 

such horrid messages about women and their values, so when I am 
around someone who grasps how special God has made her, 

it’s really wonderful.
What is your greatest extravagance? Who can afford 

to be extravagant with children? This year we spent 
some money to build a bird garden and sanctuary in 
our backyard to feed my daughter’s passion for birds. 
What are your fears/phobias? My biggest fears are 
that I won’t get to be around to see my children find 
their life callings or see them be parents one day. 
Starting late in life as a father I just want to see them 
grow up. 

What has been the happiest time of your life? In 
many ways right now is, just watching my children 

grow and being involved in the lives of so many people. 
Looking back I truly enjoyed living in both Spain and 

Madagascar, those were wonderful times. Also, fifth grade 
was really good!

Which talent would you most like to possess? I wish I 
could dance. I have absolutely no rhythm at all, so I just can’t 

do it. 
What do you most value in your friends? When I look at the friends 

who are closest to me, they are the ones who have traveled through all the 
joys and storms of life. I value their loyalty, their humor, their faithfulness, and consistency 
through time. 
Which historical figure do you most identify with? I’ve actually never identified much with 
historical figures, just as I am not enamored by Hollywood, or many of the pop icons that our 
culture seems to exalt. I actually identify with the children I knew when I lived in Madagascar 
that we got to build basketball goals for and feed and play with balloons. I’ll take their joy of 
life over about anyone. 
What is your greatest regret? My biggest regret is that when I was coaching Division I 
volleyball 25 years ago, working with elite levels athletes, that I didn’t know the things I know 
now, and that I wasn’t the coach I have become. My regret is that this first teams didn’t get the 
best coaching they could have gotten.
What tenet do you live by? Jesus said all of life is summed up in two things, love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and soul and mind, and love your neighbor as yourself. Love 
God. Love others.

Dr. David A. Baillie
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Receive up to $1,500 toward the  
purchase of seating or accessories!

For a Limited Time Only

Given all that you do for your family, your employer, your clients, it seems entirely reasonable to us that at some point in 
the day you should settle into the most comfortable seating in the world. Experience the comfort of Stressless, and see if 
you agree. Purchase any Stressless or Ekornes Collection seating (for a limited time only) and receive up to $1,500 toward 
the purchase of seating or accessories. Stressless® is proudly endorsed by the American Chiropractic Association.


