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By Eric Ellis
Center Grove High School is geared up and 

ready to go for a Roaring Twenties themed 
prom this year. Beathany Meadows, social 
studies teacher and prom planner for 2014, 
says juniors and seniors voted to choose the 
theme and that the Roaring Twenties won 
a landslide victory over “Masquerade” and 
“City Lights.” Center Grove’s prom will take 
place on May 3, 7 to 11 p.m. in the Grand 
Hall Ballroom of the Crown Plaza Hotel of 
Indianapolis Downtown Union Station.

“Last year’s theme was Vegas,” said 
Meadows. “The trend nowadays appears 
to be old school glitz and glamor. We’re 
really trying to boost attendance and ad-
vertise early to get more kids to come this 
year.” 

Meadows said Center Grove High School 
usually sees about 850 students (of the ap-
proximate 1,200 eligible junior and senior stu-
dents) turnout for prom festivities. 

A recent article from Business Insider 
cites a new phenomenon occurring where 
high school students are ditching dances like 
homecoming and prom because they sim-
ply aren’t “cool” anymore. Sources claim that 
dances and other school-sanctioned activi-
ties are seeing fewer attendees because of 
the increased availability of smartphones 
and other communicative technology. In 
other words, why go to a dance when you 
could Facebook message and Snapchat at 
home?

Center Grove hasn’t had to worry 
about attendance, though, and Mead-
ows doesn’t think that will be an issue.

“Our attendance numbers have held 
consistently for the past several years. 

Our kids get really excited for 
it—there’s already buzz go-
ing around of who’s go-
ing to who, how people 
are getting asked,” said 
Meadows. “It’s a lot of 
fun.”

A PROM ising  
evening

Center Grove students prepare  
for Roaring Twenties themed prom
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Addicted to shopping? Many Americans 
experience moments of overspending 
and some studies claim about 5 percent of 
Americans actually experience compulsive 
shopping. Because our culture iconizes 
materialism, people naturally gravitate 
towards consumerism and the act of making 
purchases. Compulsive shopping can also 
coincide with hoarding, and other adverse 
traits.  – U.S. News & World Report

Your child’s credit score • According to the 
2012 Child Identity Fraud Survey, one in 40 
households with minors present had at least 
one child whose credit score and personal 
information had been compromised by 
identity theft and/or fraud. A tell-tale sign 
of this is if your child has a credit report but 
never applied for credit. Parents should check 
at least once per year, especially in the years 
leading up to the child’s 18th birthday. 

– Credit.com 

What’s killing your finance? Here is a list of 
five things that may be taking extra money 
out of your pocket over the long run. Account 
maintenance fees from your bank accounts 
and especially credit cards. Extraneous TV and 
phone expenses can add up over time, and do 
you really need 500 channels? Subscriptions 
to monthly magazines and other small 
things can also be cut from tight budgets. 
The biggest two are perhaps convenience 
fees and credit card interest; eliminating or 
reducing these can relieve some stress from 
your wallet. – Credit.com 

Teach your kids finance • Teaching children 
the value of being a good saver is an important 
life skill. Opening a savings account and 

matching contributions are a good way to 
start. Providing an allowance in exchange 

for household chores and helping them 
put together a budget or saving up for 

some goal of theirs are great examples 
that will stick for life and allow your 
kids to think more cautiously about 

their spending in the future. 
– U.S. News & World Report

New labor law? A new law in 
France protects approximately 1 

million employees in the technology and con-
sulting sector from check-

ing e-mails or taking calls 
from their place of em-

ployment while off the 
clock. France’s 35-hour 

work week has been 
around since 1999, 
though smartphones 
and accessibility of 
technology are mak-
ing it easier for em-

ployers to overstep 
that boundary. 

– Yahoo Finance

$$ DISPATCHES $$
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Chicago’s Pizza is the official Indiana 
Members Credit Union/Center Grove ICON 
Teacher of the Month Pizza Party Supplier

Teacher 
of the Month

CENTER GROVE

Mrs. Bardack
By Alexis Drouzas

 1st Grade 
Sugar Grove Elementary

Kids send your name, address and telephone number 
along with a 100-word summary of why your teacher 
should be honored as the Indiana Members Credit 
Union/Center Grove Icon Teacher of the Month to 
teacher@myicon.info. The deadline for nominations 
for the May-June Indiana Members Credit Union/
Center Grove Icon Teacher of the Month is April 
25, 2014. Your teacher could win a $100 gift card 
and your class will win a pizza party compliments 
of Chicago’s Pizza. Please take time to nominate a 
deserving teacher from Center Grove.

Mrs. Bardack is the best teacher, she 
teaches me and everyone in the class 
ways to add and subtract. She also shows 
us how to count by 2’s, 3’s, 5’s and by 4’s 
and by 10’s. I love Mrs. Bardack because 
she helps me really good she is nice to me 
too and a really good teacher. She helps 
me spell really good and teaches really 
good. I love Mrs. Bardack she gives her 
best to help everyone and she is a really 
really good teacher and deserves to  
win over all the other teachers  
in Sugar Grove Elementary.
From left, Misty Faulkner of Indiana Members Credit 
Union, Alexis Drouzas and Mrs. Bardack.

Pictured are 1st grade students enjoying last  
month’s pizza party at Saints Francis and Clare Catholic  

School Ministry celebrating Miss Wilson  
as the March-April Teacher of the Month.
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QUOTE of the MONTH

VIEWS

OUR VIEW

BELIEVE IT!
Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each month, we’ll 
share one with you.… 

Want to write 
us a letter?

Readers of the Center Grove ICON  
are encouraged to send letters to 

the editor as often as they wish. The 
stipulations are that the letter is timely, 
focused (not more than 200 words) and 
verifiable. Please make sure to provide 
your complete name and daytime and 

evening telephone contact numbers. All 
letters are subject to editing for brevity, 

clarity and grammar. Please direct 
correspondence to: news@myICON.info.

In Toon with Center Grove by Julie Bickel

“Currently, Randy, who is the group’s  
vice president and chairs its communications  

and social committees, is working hard  
on behalf of the SCBP, which will hold  
4 or 5 breakfast meetings for the year  

– the dates are not solidified but they will  
be at the Monsignor James M. Downey Council  

3660 Knights of Columbus, 511 E. Thompson Rd.  
If there is someone who you think would be  

a great speaker for our programs, let us  
know by communicating with randy  

at rezell@theezellgroup.com.”

“That deep emotional 
conviction of the 

presence of a superior 
reasoning power, 

which is revealed in 
the incomprehensible 

universe, forms my  
idea of God.”

~ Albert Einstein

In Rhode Island, no one may bite off another’s 
leg. -dumblaws.com

FROM THE PUBLISHER

Rick Myers
Publisher

Rick Myers is co-owner of Times-Leader Publications, LLC.,  
publisher of Center Grove ICON, Southside Business Leader and 
The Southside Times. Write him at news@myicon.info.

It’s spring and baseball is on my 
mind – so, I am pulling myself 
out of the bullpen and, beginning 

with this issue, will be penning – 
what I hope to be – a worthwhile 
monthly piece on the personalities 
that call Center Grove home. 

Because the ICON hit mailbox-
es Easter weekend, my aim for this 
first installation was to focus on 
someone from White River Town-
ship whose faith inspires me; enter 
Randy Ezell. Professionally, Randy 
owns The Ezell Group, Inc., Greenwood and 
it’s his professional life that has made the con-

nection between us. 
That’s because both of us are 

members of the Southside Catho-
lic Business Professionals, a unique 
business networking group that has 
something for everyone who is a 
member. The SCBP’s tagline: “Busi-
ness with a higher purpose; Catholic 
Faith, Charitable Works & Christian 
Business Networking” – is a slogan 
that this group takes very seriously. 

Randy is the consummate 
jokester. He loves to tell jokes, even 

if they are bad ones. One zinger after the oth-
er. It’s a good thing Stephen Colbert is replac-

ing David Letterman on the Late Show.  Randy 
might just have tried to audition for the gig. 
He tells us that as long as he keeps telling jokes 
he will continue to put together our social out-
ings.  He does such a great job … that sounds 
like a good trade off to me. 

“It’s always good to keep it light hearted, “ he 
says. “ … I try to keep it light and humorous.”

 Ezell says his vision for the SCBP from the 
get-go was to “bring like-minded people to-
gether” so as to help instill instill faith in both 
members’ personal and professional lives, so 
that they may give back to the community in a 
charitable fashion.

“All the people I know in the group, God’s 
been pretty good to them,” he says.

Currently, Randy, who is the group’s vice 
president and chairs its communications and 
social committees, is working hard on behalf 
of the SCBP, which will hold 4 or 5 breakfast 
meetings for the year –the dates are not solidi-
fied but they will be at the Monsignor James 
M. Downey Council 3660 Knights of Colum-
bus, 511 E. Thompson Rd.

If there is someone who you think would 
be a great speaker for our programs, let us 
know by communicating with randy at rezell@
theezellgroup.com.

We’re looking for someone who will speak 
about: 

· His (or her) life story
· Where he came from
· How he got where he is
· How his faith has helped him along the way
All of Randy’s jokes aside, he’s a wonderful 

individual and his faith inspires all of us.

All joking aside, Ezell’s serious about his faith

Signs, signs, 
everywhere a sign

Tell-tale signs of a Hoosier Spring are a 
warbling robin red-breast, a rumbling garden 
till, and the dominant color of the landscape 
shifts to green from ugly brown. This year, 
there will also be an influx of political signs 
on the lawns. Influx may be an understate-
ment; flood may be a better term. Because of 
the amount of open and contested seats this 
year, 2014 promises to have more signs than 
in recent memory.

You will see signs of all sizes and unnatu-
ral colors. 

Signs with nice photos. 
Signs begging you to vote for this person for 

that office.
So many signs that you may get frustrated 

and vow to not vote for anyone.
That would be a mistake.
Studies have shown that telling you to vote 

because it is your civic duty as a member of 
our country, doesn’t work worth diddly-squat. 
What does work is what your neighbor is do-
ing. Voting early has become very convenient. 
Check out the Voter Registration site at indi-
anavoters.in.gov for updated times. 

“This year, there will also be an influx 
of political signs on the lawns. Influx 

may be an understatement; flood 
may be a better term. Because of the 
amount of open and contested seats 

this year, 2014 promises to have more 
signs than in recent memory.”
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COVER STORY
By Nicole Davis

There are moments in any person’s life which will stand out 
to them–moments that have helped them grow as a person and 
look at life with a new perspective. The Easter season marks a 
time of hope, when the Bible says Christ was resurrected from 
the dead to give everyone forgiveness and a new beginning.

“Approaching the Easter season, it’s a time of redemption 
and renewal,” says Suresh Koneswaran of Center Grove. “For 
the fact that Christ rose from the dead, Christ offers hope. Ev-
ery day you have a fresh start at life.”

As everyone celebrates the holiday in their own way, April 
20 will serve as a reminder of that hope.

What are some of these moments that have helped people 
grow, as a person and in their faith? Here, Center Grove area 
residents share about times that have impacted their lives spir-
itually, causing them to pause and reflect.

Honey Creek Pastor Brad Miller grows 
in his own relationship with Christ 
during Holy Week

For Brad Miller, Holy Week is his busi-
est time of the year – planning and pre-
paring for all of the events and worship-
ping that comes along with it. Currently 
serving as pastor of Honey Creek United 
Methodist Church, Miller says his great-
est Holy Week moment happened dur-
ing the one year that he didn’t spend it in church.

“Easter Sunday, 1998 I will never forget it,” Miller says. “It 
was the first and only time I’d not been in church on Easter 
Sunday.”

On April 1, 1998, the Friday before Good Friday, Miller says 
that night he felt an unusual rumbling in his gut. The sound 
was loud, and he knew something was wrong. He had a bleed-
ing colon and passed out in his bathroom. He was working as 
a pastor in Avon at the time and went to Hendricks County 
Hospital before transferring to Methodist Hospital to receive 
several units of blood. For all of Holy Week, he was in and out 
of the hospital. Doctors couldn’t find anything wrong with his 
colon but he kept losing blood.

“I was the mystery of the week, doctors said,” Miller says. 
“They couldn’t find a problem. I was getting more concerned, 

especially later in the week. They said if this doesn’t clear up, 
they were talking of doing a colostomy.  I would have to carry 
around a colostomy bag the rest of my life. Being a young man 
in my late 30s, I was not happy with that whole situation.”

Easter Sunday came, and doctors told Miller that they would 
make a decision by the end of the day. Miller decided to spend 
the morning walking around the hospital with his IV bag while 
his family, his wife Debbie and three children, were attending 
church services.

 “I did several laps around the hospital, just praying,” Miller 
says. “I had my own Easter service, just myself. At the end of 
that time, I had a real sense of peace. I was literally taken out of 
the church at the busiest time of the year to focus on my own 
relationship with Christ. Whatever sacrifice I had to make, be 
that a colostomy bag, it was significantly less than what Christ 
did for me.”

His family and the doctors came later that day. Doctors told 
him that his tests came back clear, and there was no reason for 
surgery. He was back to full health within 10 days.

 “They never found anything, never found the source,” Mill-
er says. “I consider it a ‘yay, God’ moment. It changed my life, 
that’s for sure, and I’ve had relatively good health since then.”

Miller says the lesson he learned from this experience, is 
that all of the hard work 
he was doing didn’t mat-
ter if he didn’t take the 
time to grow in his own 
personal relationship 
with Christ. He says even 
though he’d been in min-
istry for many years, even 
he had to come to that 
personal realization.

 “I still think about it, 
certainly every Easter,” 
Miller says. “I’m still busy, but I still try to keep perspective. 
It doesn’t matter how hard I work if I don’t have that relation-
ship with Jesus Christ. The relationship is a greater importance 
than the task at hand. It’s not just about that moment, but 
what’s surrounding that moment.”

Mount Pleasant parishioner Bruce 
Varney takes a run of faith for a  
cause that breaks his heart

If you want to know what you should 
do for your life, you need to look at what 
breaks your heart and do something 
about it.

That’s what Bruce Varney remembers 
most from the sermon at Mount Pleas-
ant Christian Church on June 11, 2013. 
After the sermon, there was time to pray. Varney says he knew 
what broke his heart – hunger. When he said his prayer, he says 
he added an extra two words, saying, “God, show me a way I 
can help someone who is hungry or thirsty.”

Varney says he had never even thought about water as an 
issue until that prayer. Right after the prayer time, the church 
showed a video from Team World Hunger, of people who were 
thirsty and trying to get water out of dirty streams. It was then 
that Varney says that he knew where those extra two words 
came from. After the video, he was told that they could help 
support the cause by running a half marathon.

“I said ‘great, not only are you breaking my heart but you 
also have a sense of humor about it.’” Varney says. “I’m not a 

runner. I hadn’t run a 
mile for over 25 years... 
Quite clearly, He was ask-
ing me to do something 
that was way outside of 
my comfort zone. But it 
was clear to me that I was 
being asked to do some-
thing that I had to do.”

When he got home, 
Varney told his friends 
on Facebook what he was 

going to do, to give himself that accountability. The next day, 
he tried to start his training. 

“It was awful,” Varney says. “I was in such bad shape, but I 
knew God was going to give me the strength to do it... With 
that being four months away, it really was a leap of faith to say 
I will get from where I am to being able to run 13 miles but I 
knew it was a test. I knew I would be able to do it and He would 
give me what I need to get there.”

He trained for four months. The goal was to raise $1,310, or 

In celebration of Easter, 
stories of spiritual journeys

CENTER
GROVE’S
FAITHFUL

 “They never found anything, never found  
the source. I consider it a ‘yay, God’ moment.  

It changed my life, that’s for sure, and I’ve  
had relatively good health since then.”

~ Pastor Brad Miller

Stained glass 
window at Saints 
Francis and Clare 
Catholic Church.

Photo by 
Nicole Davis
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$100 per mile. He set his goal at $2,500 and raised $5,000. He 
finished the half marathon in less than two hours, running the 
entire way.

“It was tremendous,” Varney says. “I was raised in the church 
but like anyone I had periods of time I felt closer to God. It’s 
easy today when you see trouble and suffering, it’s easy to for-
get the kind of power that God has.  One of the things this did 
for me, it was a great reminder that anything I do because He 
asked me to do it, He will make sure I can. If they had asked me 
the day before if I wanted to run the half marathons, I would 
have said no, there’s no way I can do it.”

Now, Varney is planning to run again. Though he can’t make 
it to the half marathon for Team World Vision, he says he will 
pick another run later this year, with a goal of doubling his pre-
vious year’s donation. He writes about his experience at run-
ningforwaterinafrica.blogspot.com.

Southland parishioner Suresh 
Koneswaran finds faith and 
perspective through the valleys of life

When you walk through trials, those 
are the times you start to appreciate what 
truly matters, says Suresh Koneswaran, 
resident of the Center Grove area and 
member of Southland Community 
Church. Like anyone else, he says he has 
faced many challenging times in his life. 
Those are the times he has grown in his faith the most.

“In general in life, anything that is worth anything takes 
work,” Koneswaran says. “It can be painful and it causes you 
to persevere. You have to work for it and there’s deepness to it. 
Walking though the dark times in life, the valleys, it’s at those 
times that life becomes very singular. Mother Theresa said you 
don’t realize Jesus is all you need until Jesus is all you got. I’ve 
learned the value of a sincere relationship with Christ.”

Koneswaran says he was not exposed to Christianity until 
age 12. He met his friend, David, who became like a brother to 
him. Koneswaran made his commitment to Christ in January, 
1984. David was diagnosed with cancer in November 1985 and 
passed away in December 1986. 

“I felt some sort of emptiness inside,” Koneswaran says. 
“While I would partake in the religion of my parents, I felt like I 
was going through the motions. I met Christians and felt there 
was a joy to them. I wanted that. Going to youth group, I found 
that this book called the Bible had things that were applicable 
to a teenager. Seeing what my friend David went through, I 
saw those promises were real. He still had that joy... I saw him 
growing in his faith. It was clinging to the cross when things 
were tough, when life was dark. That was a crucial moment to 
me in my faith.”

Koneswaran married his wife, Lavanya, in 2000. In 2004, 
they had a miscarriage, three weeks before the due date. He 
says times like that can tear many couples apart. They lived 
in Minnesota at the time, and had a lot of people praying for 
them.

“Our relationship actually grew stronger,” Koneswaran says. 
“It was another one of those things in my walk that showed us 
life is transient and that no day is guaranteed.”

The couple had their daughter, Apsara, in 2005 and son, 
Jaya, in 2008. They had another miscarriage in 2010 and he 
says it served as a reminder to appreciate each day they have 
with one another. 

Currently going through a career transition, Koneswaran 
says he continues to grow in his faith every day. He says he will 
get up early to spend time praying. Recently, he’s wanted to do 
more work serving others. 

“I’ve seen how God used the Word to speak encouragement 
to others, whether that be someone going through a tough 
time like a health crisis, depression,” Koneswaran says. “My 
pastor has really become a mentor to me. Through his friend-

ship, it’s helped me grow. As busy as he is, to invest time in me, 
that has helped me want to invest time in others.”

Koneswaran says it’s because of his faith that he has learned 
to slow down, not worry about things beyond his control and 
appreciate the time he has with his wife and children.  

Center Grove’s Eileen Zlaty gives 
anonymous bone marrow donation 
this Good Friday 

On March 28, Eileen Zlaty learned that 
she was a match to donate bone marrow 
to a 19 year old boy from Turkey with 
acute lymphocytic leukemia. This Good 
Friday, she left to give the donation. 

“The Bible teaches you so much about 
being selfless,” Zlaty says. “I just think 
this is a great self-sacrifice. It’s literally giving a piece of your-
self to another person. I hope for this to be a vessel, to be a 
statement of the solitude of faith to do this for him.”

Zlaty is an Air Force reservist who also serves as a fitness 
instructor at The Gathering Place in Greenwood. She got in-
volved in the bone marrow donation program eight years ago 
through the Air Force and says she had almost forgotten about 
it when she got the news that she was a match. She says she was 
scheduled to take a leadership course through the Air Force 
during the time she will be recovering from the donation, 
which made the decision to donate even tougher. She gave it a 
lot of thought, getting opinions from her husband, friends and 
faith mentors.

“Pastor Dean Bouzeos and Pam Mroz are the most amaz-
ing spiritual mentors you can ask for,” Zlaty says. “I spent many 
hours on the phone with both of them. You can’t replace the 
fellowship and camaraderie of what we 
have at the Gathering Place.”

Zlaty says she has already grown a lot 
in her faith through this experience and 
through the last year. She was not raised 
a Christian. When her father passed 
away when she was 19, her grandfather 
gave her some scripture and recom-
mended she start going to church. She 
says she did, but “wandered in her faith” 
for another six years. Eight months 
ago, she says she “reevaluated my re-
lationship with God, my husband and 
my friends. I really wasn’t the person I 
wanted to be.”

Zlaty says she was baptized for the 
first time on March 2. 

 “I find it amazing that God is already 
using me after such a short time,” Zlaty 
says. “I don’t know if four 
years ago I would have 
committed to something 
like this. You really have 
to have faith in God, go-
ing under a medical pro-
cedure that you’ve never 
done. Something could 
go wrong and you have to 
know God is in complete 
control.”

Zlaty says through an 
anonymous donation, 
she is not told much about who she is giving to, but she will 
receive updates through the year on his condition. After a year, 
contact information can be exchanged if both parties agree. 
She says she hopes to get in contact with him, learn of his ex-
perience and about who he is.

Ricardo and Michelle Guerrero grow 
together in their relationship and 
faith at the Gathering Place

In 2011, Ricardo and Michelle Guerre-
ro believed that as long as you are a spiri-
tual person, if you don’t go to church, it’s 
ok. That year, one dinner would change 
their mindset and ultimately help them 
grow together spiritually and in their 
own relationship.

At that time, Ricardo was a profes-
sional athlete in karate and member of 
the U.S. Team, ranked sixth in the world. 
One night, the couple invited Ricardo’s 
sensei, Alex Miladi, over for dinner.

“He told us ‘your relationship is not 
right, there is something wrong,’” Mi-
chelle says. “He said you need to go to 
church because without God, your mar-
riage won’t work out the way you want it 
to... He didn’t know us personally at all. When he said some-
thing’s not right, it was not good.”

Miladi, residing in California, had given a seminar at the 
Community Church of Greenwood and recommended the 
Guerreros to attend there. He told Ricardo to prioritize his life 
– to realize that karate was not his life. The couple followed 
through with Miladi’s advice. 

“We knew from the time we went to church there that it was 
the place we needed to be,” Michelle says.

Ricardo owns several businesses on the Southside includ-
ing two karate schools, Shodan Academy. Michelle works 
at Ivy Tech in the administration office. The couple has one 

child. They say once they began attend-
ing the Community Church of Green-
wood, they have continued to learn to 
reprioritize from focusing so much on 
their careers to focusing on improving 
their relationships with their family and 
their faith.

 “At the time it seemed like success,” 
Ricardo says. “It was a lot of people’s 
definition of success, but there was 
more. There was something missing. 
When my sensei came our whole life 
was changed.”

Ricardo has since retired from com-
peting as a professional athlete, after 
going to the World Championship in 
England in September, and says he has 
found happiness in helping other peo-
ple achieve their goals through his ka-

rate school. Michelle and 
Ricardo say they try to 
lead by example, priori-
tizing their lives in a way 
that has filled that gap 
and allowed them to see 
what’s truly important.

 “There’s not a lot of 
freedom in following 
what the world wants 
you to follow,” Michelle 
says. “Freedom is know-
ing that what’s important 

is our friendships, our family and our relationship with God. 
Through the past two and a half years of going to the Commu-
nity Church of Greenwood, we’ve learned that freedom.”

“In general in life, anything that is worth 
anything takes work. It can be painful and it 

causes you to persevere. You have to work for it 
and there’s deepness to it. Walking though the 
dark times in life, the valleys, it’s at those times 

that life becomes very singular.” 
~Suresh Koneswaran
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By Greg Garcia
Experience a look into the home of a fam-

ily that has resided in the Center Grove area 
for nearly 30 years. In a neighborhood full of 
homes that reflect many different styles, the 
house of Mr. and Mrs. Ted Kitchel is tradi-
tional with cool light beige brick on the exte-
rior and current colors on 
the inside. 

I was connected with 
this family many years ago. 
This corner lot is comfort-
able for the style of this 
two-story English classic 
frame. Today we have so 
many styles shown in one 
home, which shows how 
we have changed designs 
through the past 30 years 
of home building.

As we would approach 
the entry door off a com-
fortable brick porch with 
side glass windows and 
stain glass clear designs 
with a leaf-like pattern. 
Once in the entry way, 
looking left is the stair case 
and on the right is the fam-
ily dinning area. The color 
scheme in this area is very 
cool beige and creams. The 
railing is white and the top 
frame of the design is a dark 
stain walnut. We choose 
a black dinning set, with 
a side server in the center 
back wall. The lighting was 
updated by another artist. 
We were a team in the up-
dating decisions. This per-
son painted the iron light-
ing and gave it new life.  
The window at one end 
the room is floor-to-ceiling 
and trimmed with two side 
panels in beige fabric. 

Moving onto the main living room, the 
west wall is full of glass windows, trimmed 
with fabric in cool plaid print, beige on beige. 
The fabric is pulled back with simple tie backs, 
revealing a view of the back yard. We now en-
ter the TV and reading area, joined by the bar 
in the kitchen and plenty of counter space for 
entertaining. On the north end of the kitch-
en is a round table and four chairs. The gar-
den style windows in this area are covered in 
boxed panels of roman shade style fabric. 

The master suite is grand with large colo-
nial style poster bed, side dressers and a TV  

wall unit with one reading chair on her side  
of the room. Very minimal art is displayed in 
this apace. The side bay windows are covered 
in a light pattern fabric allowing great sunlight 
to be enjoyed. 

The second floor is large and has three bed 
rooms and three bath areas; one room is con-
sidered a guest space for visiting friends.  At 
the top of the stair case the center of the hall-

way is open for a view of the entry and living 
room below. I added one large piece of art to 
this area, very abstract. I covered up a print 
with acrylic paint, 40x40 framed. 

Going to the lower level, the space is divided 
up in one bed room, office, two bathrooms and 
½ kitchenette and counter bar area, pool table 
and large conversation TV area. Everything for 
raising a family, space, yard, churches, parks, 
shopping and great school community.

Making a house a home

SACRED SPACES

Monitoring the problem

By Regina Miller

Q: My new computer came with a monitor 
and more wires than my last computer. Do I 
need to use all of them?

A: Many new monitors come with mul-
tiple connections. These can include VGA 
(typically blue plastic around the connection), 
DVI (typically white connector) and 
HDMI. Sometimes the manufac-
turer includes cables for all of the 
connection types the monitor has; 
sometimes they include no cables 
at all. You should use the highest 
quality one that your computer has 
in common with the monitor. So if 
your computer is capable of HDMI 
and your monitor has that type, use 
it. If not, but they both have DVI, 
use that one. If neither of those is 
available that leaves the VGA (the 
older, most common type available over the 
past 10+ years). The most important point is 
to only use one connection to each monitor.  
The computer may have multiple options, but 
each monitor should only have one comput-
er connected to it with one cable type and, of 
course, the power cord.

Q: My computer has more than one connec-
tion for a monitor. Which do I use? 

A: If you are only using one monitor, see 
the description above. However, if you have 
a video card that has more than one connec-
tion, you may be able to attach an additional 
and use dual monitors. For users who work on 
several types of projects at the same time, this 
can be a real time saver since your view spans 
across two monitors. You can choose to ex-

tend the view to the right or left of 
the primary monitor on most mod-
els. If you have a situation where 
a client needs to see what you see 
on the screen, you can also “mir-
ror” the display to the other mon-
itor and face it towards the client. 
It is important to note though:  if 
your computer doesn’t have a sepa-
rate video card and you are want-
ing to add this capability, then add 
a video card that is capable of sup-
porting more than one monitor – 

and be sure to choose one that has the same 
connection types as your existing monitor 
(or the same type as the replacement moni-
tor if you are buying a new one.) If you have 
an onboard or integrated display adapter in-
stead of a separate video card, it is important 
to note that when you add a separate card it 
typically disables the “onboard” adapter. If you 

are going that route in 
order to add an addi-
tional monitor it is es-
pecially important to 

pick a model that sup-
ports dual moni-

tors. Once you 
switch to us-
ing more than 

one monitor it is 
very difficult to go back 

to just one!

Regina Miller owns Geek in Pink. Contact her with tech questions at regina@geekinpink.com or (317) 882-1606.

TECH SAVVY

Regina Miller
Tech Savvy

Greg Garcia is a White River Township resident who owns Greg 
Garcia Designs. Contact him at designsbygreg@gmail.com.

People for Paws, a Leadership Johnson County 
class of 2014 team, recently announced 
Diamonds in the Ruff Kids’ Dog Show and Expo. 
The show and expo offers an opportunity for 
children to showcase the talents, breeding 
and unique traits of their canine companion. 
This is a fundraising event and all proceeds 
will be for the benefit of the Johnson County 

Animal Shelter. The show will be at the 
Fitzpatrick Building at the Johnson County 
Fairgrounds on Saturday, May 3, 2014 and 
will begin at 11:00 a.m.. Participants should 
register in person for the event by Wednesday, 
April 30, with Michael Delp at the Johnson 
County Animal Shelter. The registration fee 
per event entered is a $5.00 donation per 
child/canine team. Payment may be made by 
cash or check. For questions or registration 
please contact Michael Delp at 317-738-6093.

No bones about it… LJC to host  
dog show and expo for kids

AROUND TOWN

Submitted Photo

Above the fireplace of the Kitchel home is a two-panel tile design, reflecting 
earth stone, which was painted by Greg Garcia.

Take a look into the many styles of a 30-year 
Center Grove family’s home



Don’t forget to ask about our 
Splash Back rewards program. 

FREE SPLASH BACK REWARDS MEMBERSHIP

WE’RE MAKING A

BIG SPLASH
EARLY.

Enjoy huge savings during our 
Here Comes Summer Sale.

Offer good through April 30, 2014.

Now’s the time to get your pool ready. During our Here Comes 
Summer Sale, stop in to Pools of Fun and save 10% on everything 
you need to beautify and make your pool look new again.

• Pool covers

•  Automatic pool  
cover systems

• Pool liners

•  Automatic pool  
cover tune-ups

• Safety covers

Depending on how much your pool needs, the savings can add up 
to hundreds of dollars. Don’t wait. Stop in today.

To take advantage of this offer, stop by any Pools of Fun store.

PoolsOfFun.com

Pools of Fun
Brownsburg
1551 N Green St. 
Suite O
317-852-3944 

Pools of Fun
Fishers 
11681 Brooks School Rd. 
Suite 3
317-915-7526 

Pools of Fun
Greenwood 
2550 S St. Rd. 135
317-882-3943

Pools of Fun
Noblesville  
14765 Hazel Dell Crossing
317-843-0337

Pools of Fun
Plainfield 
3891 S. Clarks Creek Rd.
317-839-3199OFFICIAL POOL OF THE COLTS

PLS-015-CurrentAd-April-10x11-FNL.indd   1 4/3/14   6:29 PM
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TsT Home Improvement Services LLC 
Tip of the Month  By Tom S. Truesdale

TsT Home Improvement Services LLC
Helping people one job at a time...

317-550-8677
Plainfield, IN • email: thomas_truesdale@yahoo.com

               

 

1 Free Home Improvement Consulting Visit

Residential Renovations • Home Improvement Consulting 
Home Additions • Garages and Detached Buildings 

Interior and Exterior Contracting • Build to Suit
In Home Access and Mobility Solutions • Handyman Services

Pavers, Patios, Concrete vs. Masonry
The spring season will be here soon! I 

HOPE... A great spring project to consider is 
a new or refurbished patio or sidewalk. This 
month, I want to spend some time discussing 
the differences, advantages and disadvantages of 
pavers vs. concrete patio and sidewalk systems. 
Both products, concrete and pavers, are similar 
in price and both have advantages and disad-
vantages. Here are some things to consider and 
evaluate before beginning your project.

General: 
•	If you are covering an existing concrete 

patio or steps - pavers are the best choice 
if the concrete is stable and to remain in 
place. Expensive concrete removal can 
be avoided, but elevation issues can be 
challenging.

•	Many patterns, colors and designs are 
available with both concrete and pavers. 
Colors and options are more extensive with 
concrete however.

Site conditions and location:
	 •		Pavers	tend	to	be	easier	to	place	 

in a location with limited access.
	 •		Concrete	placement	can	be	challenging	if	

the mixer truck can’t get close to the pour.
	 •		Fireplaces,	seating	benches	and	cooking	

areas can be created using  
masonry and paver systems.

	 •		Larger	areas	are	more	cost	effective	to	
complete using concrete.

Maintenance and durability:
	 •		Both	systems	are	low	maintenance	but	do	

require some maintenance every few years.
	 •	Concrete	should	be	sealed	every	other	year.
	 •		Pavers	should	be	kept	free	 

of soil and weeds.
	 •		If	stained	or	damaged,	pavers	are	easier	to	

repair than concrete.

	 •		Concrete	can	be	designed	to	 
accommodate vehicular load if desired.

Electrical and plumbing:
	 •		Both	systems	can	accommodate	

undersurface electrical and plumbing to 
allow for outdoor landscaping ponds, 
lighting and convenience outlets.

	 •		It	is	a	good	idea	to	mark	and	record	the	
location of any under surface utilitys prior 
to covering, in case the need for future 
repairs is encountered.

A new or refurbished outdoor patio or side-
walk provides immediate usable outdoor space 
and adds value to your home. Design options are 
endless, from simple to complex shapes, patterns 
and colors. To landscape features, outdoor cook-
ing and entertainment spaces. Planning and 
considering all the options is key before begin-
ning your project. As always consult with a local 
qualified Construction Professional before start-
ing your project. Have a great spring season and 
I hope this month’s tips are helpful, please do 
not hesitate to call if you have any questions. TsT

RECIPE
For CG ICON by Family Features

You’ve got your favorite team. Your bracket 
is ready to go. All that’s left to do is choose 
the perfect menu star while the competition 
on the court – and on the sidelines – heats 
up. Serve up something your friends and fam-
ily will love almost as much as the game itself: 
pork.

The traditional favorites are great, but to 
take your game-day gathering a notch above 
the rest, try a winning recipe like Slow-Cook-
er Root Beer Ribs. The perfect choice for serv-
ing a fired-up crowd, these fall-off-the-bone, 
St. Louis-style spareribs are known for their 
delicious, meaty pork flavor. Slow-cooked un-
til tender in a root beer-infused sauce with a 
chili powder kick, these ribs are easy enough 
to prepare that you won’t have to miss any of 
the action.

For sides, try:
• A refreshing slaw with a hint of sweetness 

from apples, oranges or raisins
• Oven-roasted sweet potato fries, dipped 

in extra sauce from the ribs
• Extra-creamy macaroni and cheese with 

bacon
If you’re entertaining a large crowd, make 

one batch with root beer and try another with 
cola, and let your guests pick their favorite. 
Garnish with thin slivers of red onion for a 
trophy-worthy presentation. If you don’t have 
a slow cooker, roast ribs until tender, about 1 
1/2 to 2 hours.

To round out your game-day menu with 
more juicy, tender pork recipes, visit pork-
beinspired.com. 

Slow-Cooker 
Root Beer Ribs

Yield: 6 servings

• 1/4 cup dark brown sugar, packed
• 2 tablespoons chili powder
• 1 tablespoon salt
• 2 teaspoons onion powder
• 1 teaspoon allspice
• 2 racks St. Louis-style pork spare ribs,  

(2 1/3 to 3 pounds each), cut into  
3- or 4-rib sections

• 1 1/2  cups (12 ounce can) root beer,  
(not diet), divided

• 2 tablespoons cornstarch, dissolved  
in 2 tablespoons cold water

Combine sugar, chili powder, salt, on-
ion powder and allspice in medium bowl. 
Set aside half spice mixture (about 1/3 cup); 
sprinkle rest over both sides of ribs. Pour 1/2 
cup root beer into slow cooker and add ribs. 
Cover and cook on low 5-6 hours or on high 
for 3 1/2-4 hours, until ribs are very tender. 

With 10 minutes left on ribs, combine re-
maining root beer and reserved spice mixture 
in medium saucepan over medium-high heat. 
Bring to boil, stirring to dissolve sugar. Add 
cornstarch mixture and stir until sauce thick-
ens, just a few seconds. Remove from heat; set 
aside. 

Remove ribs to platter and cover. Strain 
cooking liquid and pour off fat. Add 1/3 cup 
remaining liquid to sauce; stir until smooth. 

Brush ribs with sauce, serve with remaining 
sauce on side. 

familyfeatures.com

Ribs to the rescue: delicious 
and simple game-day winners
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By Charles R. Thomas, M.D.
Since real sherry, from Jerez in Spain, is only 

made in that area of Spain, the history of Jer-
ez de la Frontera makes the understanding of 
sherry easier. Jerez de la Frontera is being lo-
cated in the southwestern corner of the Iberi-
an Peninsula, a mere 8 miles from Càdiz on the 
Atlantic Ocean, and 70 miles from Portugal.

Earliest evidence of inhabitation of this 
area was possibly in 1500 BC, but certainly 
in 1100 BC. The development of the Jerez re-
gion and its wines was largely by the Romans 
who ruled until about 400 AD. In 711, the Bat-
tle of the Guadalete marked the victory of the 
Moors (Arabs) who would dominate Spain 
for the next 700 years. The land around Jerez 
is mountainous, dry, calcareous, searing hot, 
and would not support many types of crops. 
Grapes, however, could survive and formed 
the primary crop. Vinifera grapes, originat-
ing in Persia were brought by the Phoenicians 
to the Iberian Peninsula as, perhaps, the first 
importation of grapevines to Europe.  During 
the Moorish occupation, the ban on alcohol by 
the Koran, obtunded the development of the 
wine industry, but the vines survived by be-
ing used for the production of raisins. In the 

15th century with the departure of the Arabs, 
Jerez flourished and production of Sherry ex-
ploded. Exportation of sherry began in earnest 
in the 1500’s, especially to the Netherlands 
and England who popularized Sherry. Shake-
speare even contributed to sherry’s popularity 
with Falstaff’s famous 
speech about “Sack.”

With the excep-
tion of fino sherry, the 
rest of the sherries are 
made in a style that 
subdues the aromas 
and “fruit” one can 
appreciate from tast-
ing, and instead, the 
bouquet of the wine is 
the dominant sensory 
component. 

The fino sherries are 
generally the fresh-
est, the lowest alcohol, 
the most poorly un-
derstood, and have the shortest shelf life. Fino 
sherries have been likened to champagnes, 
since they are both made from white grapes, 
grown in very chalky soil, and are the best 
the area offers. The primary difference is that 
the Champagne region of France is one of the 
coldest in the wine-making world and Jerez in 

Spain is the hottest. The soil, however, is quite 
the same.

The winemaking involved in fino sherry 
is complicated. Since the Phylloxera infesta-
tion of 1890 completely destroyed the vines of 
Jerez, only three grape varieties have been re-

planted with American 
rootstock (to protect 
from re-infestation). 
The Palomino grape 
comprises 95 percent 
of the grapes used and 
primarily the Palomi-
no Fino clone. Pedro 
Ximenez and Muscat 
of Alexandria are both 
used to provide sweet 
wine for blending. The 
grapes are picked at 
about 25 percent sugar 
and the prior practice 
of drying the grapes on 
mats in the sun to in-

crease the sugar content has been largely aban-
doned for the sake of modern mechanization. 
After increasing the sugar content, the grapes 
are fermented in mostly stainless steel tanks. 
The finished wine is then fortified with bran-
dy to 15-15.5 percent alcohol. Alcohols higher 
than that will inhibit the formation of the flor 

in the barrel that is necessary to achieve the 
characteristic flavors of fino. La flor (Spanish 
- flower) is a strain of yeast (flor yeast) that is 
indigenous to southwestern Spain and forms 
on the surface of the wine as it ages in the bar-
rel. It doesn’t always form and time is neces-
sary to observe the developing wine for ev-
idence of the flor. If the flor forms, the wine 
will be shielded from oxidation by the flor to 
become a fino. It will be aged in used barrels 
until mature, at which point it is filtered and 
bottled. Sherries are always aged in American 
oak. Most finos are bone dry.

One of the unique Fino sherries is one that 
is made in Sanlúcar, Spain, called Manzanil-
la (man’-zan-ee-yah) or after aging is called 
Manzanilla Pasada. This is a delicate, bone 
dry, light-bodied Fino sherry that serves as a 
delightful aperitif wine. Bouquets include al-
monds, butterscotch, with a salty tang on the 
finish. The problem is that Manzanillas are 
delicate and will decay within 6 months or so, 
so they need to be drunk soon after release. If 
you have never experienced a dry Fino sherry 
as a cocktail beverage, try one. They are not ex-
pensive and a delightful beginning to a meal. 
A tu salud!
Charles R. Thomas, M.D. owns Chateau Thomas Winery with 
locations in Plainfield, Fishers, Bloomington and Nashville. 
Contact him at charlest@chateauthomas.com.

The science of Sherry
WINE & DINE

“If you have never 
experienced a 
dry Fino sherry 

as a cocktail 
beverage, try one.” 

“Indy’s Oldest Heating & Cooling Co.”

Still Locally Owned
& Operated

317-639-1111
callthiele.com

Relax. It’s Rheem.®

FREE
2nd Opinion

Will be honored upon presentation of
Competitor Invoice at time of service.

Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 5/1/14.

131st Anniversary Sale

$59.95
Air conditioning,

heat pump or furnace
Tune Up

Must present at time of service.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 5/1/14.

131st Anniversary Sale

Must present at time of service.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 5/1/14.

131st Anniversary Sale

FREE
10 Year Warranty

on the purchase
of an air conditioner,

heat pump or furnace

Save up to

$4801/2
price

Service call
Must present at time of service.

Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount
W/ paid repair. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 5/1/14. M-F 8-4

131st Anniversary Sale

No Hassle Financing Available! WAC

Save
$45
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Troublesome pain relievers? A recent study 
published in BMJ Open, suggests that popular 
pain reliever medication may increase the risk 
of atrial fibrillation—or an irregular heartbeat. 
Researchers theorized that use of pain reliev-
ers can increase blood pressure and ultimate-
ly affect heart functionality. Nsaids like aspirin 
and ibuprofen have also been related to ele-
vated risk of heart attacks and coronary artery 
diseases. – FoxNews.com

Eat less while eating out • A single meal at 
a sit-down restaurant can have nearly a day’s 
worth of calories full of trans fats and sodium. 
Reviewing the menu before you head out is a 
good way to investigate some healthier op-
tions and try to plan a well-balanced dining 
experience. Ordering water will not only save 
you money, but it will also save you from sug-
ary calories and keep you hydrated, which 
is necessary for metabolism and digestion.  
– Health.com 

Can tea improve memory? A new study pub-
lished in the journal Psychopharmacology, 
found that green tea can also help improve 
cognitive functions. The study, conducted by 
researchers in University Hospital of Basel in 
Switzerland, suggests that green tea could 
even be useful for persons with dementia. 
Green tea comes from the leaves of the Ca-
mellia sinensis is rich in antioxidants and has 
been hailed for its various medical uses for 
hundreds of years. – Healthline News

DISPATCHES

We want to hear your local 
news? Send it to the editor at:

news@myicon.info

GRAMMAR GUY

Jordan Fischer is a contributing columnist for the Center 
Grove ICON. To ask Jordan a grammar question, write him at 
rjfische@gmail.com.

Jordan Fischer
Grammar Guy

A jumping off point

Question: “Hi Jordan, Can you comment on 
“off of?” [As in] “I jumped off of the rock.” 
This is another favorite phrase.”  
(From Caroline Rosewell)

Answer: Caroline: Happy to com-
ment, and I appreciate the jumping 
off point.

The “off of” construction is at best 
anachronistic, and at worst redun-
dant. We’ll look at why below.

To begin, both “off” and “of” are 
prepositions. Their meanings over-
lap when they are used to indicate 
the object of an action – as they are 
in the example sentence, “I jumped off of the 
rock.” They do not function equally in that role, 
however.

Consider them individually: “I jumped off 
the rock.” “I jumped of the rock.” The former 
makes sense – the latter does not.

You could argue, I suppose, that “off” func-
tions as an adverb modifying the prepositional 
phrase “of the rock” – which is itself function-
ing as an adverbial phrase modifying “jumped” 
– but that seems to me to be the grammatical 
equivalent of taking a plane to Chicago so that 

you can catch a bus to Denver. Just take the 
plane straight there.

What I think is actually happening here 
is that “off of” is being substitut-
ed where “from” should go, i.e. “I 
jumped from the rock.” The preposi-
tion “from” is used specifically to in-
dicate the starting point of a physical 
movement, and is probably the best 
choice in this scenario, with “off” be-
ing an acceptable second option and 
“off of” not even qualifying. 

In conclusion, when you feel an 
“off of” about to slip out of your 
mouth, just stop at “off.” Even bet-
ter, consider using “from.” And if, for 

whatever reason, you find a better deal flying to 
Chicago and then taking a bus – by all means, 
go for it. Who am I to stand in the way of sav-
ing a buck?

April 26th
Saturday, 10am-4pm

Center Grove Middle School 
Central’s East Gymnasium

4900 Stones Crossing Rd.
Greenwood, IN

Center Grove Community’s 

Health & Fitness Fair

Health Screenings • Interactive Booths
Health Education • Health Talks 
by leading health professionals

Fitness Demonstrations
Kid Zone • Rock Climbing Wall
Putt Putt Golf • Smokehouse

OPEN TO ALL AGES
For more information,

Call (317) 300-9824

FREE! 

RE-ELECT

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Jill Jackson Recorder. 
Doris Scroggins, Treasurer

Proven Leadership
Endorsed by MIBOR

www.JacksonRecorder.com

Johnson 
County

Jill L. JACKSON
RECORDER

Prestige
Lawn Solutions

CALL TODAY! (317) 524-9100
www.prestigelawnsolutions.com

Emergency - 24 Hour Service
Tree Removal
Lot Clearing
Gutter Cleaning
Dirt Work

Erosion Control
Fall Clean-up
Rip Rap
Fence Install and Repair

$50 Off 
Tree Removal

The solution to all your  
outdoor needs
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By Lori D. Lowe
Almost three-fourths of adults have been 

marriage confidants, according to a USA To-
day survey of 1,000 adults aged 25 to 70. More 
women (78 percent) than men (69 percent) 
have had a friend or family member confide in 
them about their marriage or long-term rela-
tionship struggles. 

In fact, most people (64 percent) would 
rather confide in a trusted individual than a 
professional. Less than half would talk to a 
professional counselor (47 percent) and still 
fewer would confide in a member of the clergy 
(37 percent).

With this being the case, a program was un-
veiled to help individuals gain the skills and 
knowledge to best support marriages around 
them. Because, honestly, it’s not always easy to 
know what to say or do when someone comes 
to you with a marital issue that is bothering 
them. 

The program, called Marital First Respond-
ers, was developed by William Doherty, a 
longtime marriage and family therapist. He 
says that while not everyone is “qualified” to 
help someone through a rough patch in the 
marriage, even basic skills can be helpful. In 
addition, the training helps the “helper” to 

know where to set boundaries and direct the 
person or couple to a professional. Doherty 
says he called it first responder as a reminder 
to not get in over your head. Check out online 
or in-person classes at www.maritalfirstre-
sponders.com. 

Here are a few tips from Doherty to be a 
better confidant if a friend or family member 
talks to you about a marriage issue:

1. Listen for feelings, not just complaints. 
2. Empathize without taking sides.
3.  Affirm strengths in the confider  

and in the marriage/relationship.
4.  Offer perspective as someone who cares 

about them and their marriage.
5. Challenge with gentleness and firmness.
6.  Offer resources when more  

help is needed. 
There are risks associated with getting fam-

ily or friends involved in marital discord. One 
problem is that the couple may not receive ef-
fective assistance in a timely manner. Another 
risk is that the confidant takes the side of their 
loved one (instead of the marriage) and by do-
ing so may worsen the situation by adding to 
the divide. So, if someone does confide in you, 
be careful not to take their side; instead, try to 
remain objective and supportive.

The top 5 marital issues that  
are brought up to a confidant: 

Growing apart—68%
Not enough attention—63%

Money—60%
Not able to talk together—60%
Spouse’s personal habits—59%

If you have marriage issues of your own 
you want to discuss, choose carefully whom 
you decide to confide in, and ask yourself if it 
wouldn’t be safer to talk to a professional than 
risk making that person jaded against your 
spouse in the future. 

Lori D. Lowe is a marriage blogger at MarriageGems.com. Her 
book First Kiss to Lasting Bliss: Hope & Inspiration for Your 
Marriage is available on Amazon.com and in all e-book for-
mats. Lori and her husband of 18 years live in Indianapolis 
with their two children.

How to be a better marriage helper
MARRIAGE

Feds shut down  
medic-alert scam 

Regulators have shut down a multimillion-
dollar scam that they said duped seniors into 
turning over their credit card information in 
exchange for purportedly free medical-alert 
devices. The business blasted seniors across 
the U.S. and Canada with robocalls claiming 
that they were eligible to receive a free alert 
system purchased by a friend or relative. Once 
the person agreed to receive the device, they 
were transferred to an operator who took 
their billing information and immediately 
began charging them for the service. Govern-
ment officials said Monday that they received 
more than 66,000 complaints about the scam, 
which deliberately targeted the elderly. The 
scam was not connected with any actual 
manufacturers of medical alert devices. The 
makers of Life Alert had sued the business for 
using its “Help, I’ve fallen and I can’t get up,” 
phrase on the robocalls. FTC officials said the 
business collected more than $13 million in 
commissions for selling the devices over two 
years, though it’s unclear how much consum-
ers actually lost. Many victims never actually 
received the equipment. 

- MSN Money

DISPATCHES

61Southside homes sold in the last 53 days!

882-MIKE
Mike Watkins Real Estate Group
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SAVE

$hop Center Grove

Onsite  -  Online/Proxibid  -  E-Bay Consignment

SAVE Shop Center Grove…Call (317) 451-4088 to advertise your card monthly!

Indy Rental & Sales, Inc.
3016 W. Southport Road
Indianapolis, IN  46217

(317)859-8593

Equipment & Party Rental 
for Homeowners & Contractors

Nicky T’s 
Lawn Care

Nick Trotter, Owner
(317) 450-9312

Providing Quality 
Lawn Care and 

Landscaping$10 OFF$25 OFF
FIRST MOWING 

SERVICE
MULCH DELIVERY & 

INSTALLATION
One coupon per residence. One coupon per residence. New customers only.

Cragen’s Lawn Service  LLC
Proudly serving commercial and residential properties since 1998

Specializing in: Spring/Fall Clean-up • Professional Mowing 
• Landscape Design & Installation • Tree & Shrub Planting 
• Retaining Walls • Mulch Refreshing • Deep Core Aeration 

• Lawn Seeding • Hedge Trimming • Maintenance…and more!

(317) 507-3767
Lawn Service

FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES • WORRY FREE • PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

E. WHITE’S TREE SERVICE

24 Hour 
Emergency

Insured

Trimming
Spraying

Stump Removal

Fertilizing
Firewood

Snow Removal

786-4076
839-2233 Since 1954
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CALENDAR
Earth Day Art • Celebrate Earth Day with 
a book and some crafts while learning 
about recycling. | When: April 22, 4:30 – 5:15 
p.m. | Where: White River Library branch, 
1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org. 

Finally – Putting out the Tomato Plants • 
Professional Grower Cate Doane will teach 
how to create the best garden ever. | When: 
April 22, 23; Wednesday Evenings  6-7 p.m. 
or Thursday Mornings 10 – 11 a.m. | Where: 
Strange Brew CoffeeHouse, 4800 W. Smith 
Valley Rd. | Info: Call (317) 985-7230 or e-mail 
Catescottage@gmail.com.

Health & Fitness Fair • The Center Grove 
Community’s Health & Fitness Fair is free 
and open to all ages. The event will include 
health screenings, interactive booths, health 
education, talks from professionals and a 
Kid Zone. | When: April 26, 10 a.m. -4 p.m. | 
Where: Center Grove Middle School Central, 
East Gymnasium, 4900 Stones Crossing Rd., 
Greenwood. | Info: For more information, call 
(317) 300-9824.

Arts Alive! • The Greater Greenwood Arts 
Council will celebrate new sculptures on 
the trailway leading from Craig Park along 
Smith Valley Road and Emerson Avenue. 
The sculptors are scheduled to be present 
to discuss their work. More than 25 visual, 
performing and interactive artists will 
welcome the public at three venues.| When: 
April 26, 1-5 p.m. | Where: The Greenwood 
Public Library, The Greenwood Community 
Center and The Southside Art League.  | Info: 
visit greenwoodarts.org.

Growing On • Professional Grower Cate 
Doane will teach how to create the best 
garden ever. | When: April 29, 30; Wednesday 
Evenings  6-7 p.m. or Thursday Mornings 10 
– 11 a.m. | Where: Strange Brew CoffeeHouse, 
4800 W. Smith Valley Rd. | Info: Call (317) 985-
7230 or e-mail Catescottage@gmail.com.

Games Galore • Play some games by using 
everyday objects such as cups, paper plates 
and balloons. Attendees must be between 
the grades of K-5. | When: April 29, 4:30 – 
5:30 p.m. | Where: White River Library Branch, 
1664 Library Blvd, Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org.

Tenth Annual Garden Celebration • The 
tenth annual Garden Celebration is sponsored 
by the Johnson County Garden Club and 
Purdue Master Gardeners. The theme is “The 
Language of Flowers.”| When: May 3, 9 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. | Where: Scott Hall, 250 Fairground 
St, Johnson County Fairgrounds in Franklin. | 
Cost: $2 at the door. |Info: Call (317) 736-8080 
or (317) 736-5609.

Leadercast 2014 • The Chick-fil-a Leadercast 
aims to positively change the way the 
world thinks about leadership. Southland 
Community Church is one of hundreds of 
locations around the world which will receive 
the broadcast. This year’s theme, Beyond You, 
challenges leaders to leverage their influence 
for the sake of others. | When: May 9, 8 a.m. 
– 4:30 p.m. | Where: Southland Community 
Church, 5800 W. Smith Valley Rd., Greenwood. 
| Cost: $55. | Info: Visit southlandchurch.org/
scc_events.html.

2014 Festival of the Arts • The 2014 Center 
Grove Festival of the Arts will feature more 
than 3,000 pieces of art from students at all 
Center Grove schools. No tickets are required. 
| When: May 8-10, 9 a.m. – 9 p.m. and May 11, 
1 p.m. – 5 p.m. | Where: Center Grove High 
School Hall of Excellence, 2717 S. Morgantown 
Rd., Greenwood. | Info: Call (317) 881-0581.

All Shook Up • Center Grove’s Theatre Spring 
Musical takes place in conjunction with its 
Festival of the Arts. The theatre will present All 
Shook Up by Joe DiPietro. | When: May 9 and 
10, 7:30 p.m. and May 11, 2:30 p.m. | Where: 
Center Grove High School Hall of Excellence, 
2717 S. Morgantown Rd., Greenwood. | Cost: 
$10 for adults, $8 for students. | Info: Visit 
CGTheatre.org.

Prenatal Yoga • Learn helpful breath 
techniques to calm and soothe the body 
and mind during prenatal months and when 
things get intense during labor. This class is 
appropriate for any state of pregnancy with 
no yoga experience required. Bring a Yoga 
mat, towel or blanket, a pillow and some 
kind of strap (a tie or bathroom belt).| When: 
May 10, 1-2 p.m.| Where: White River Library 
Branch, 1664 Library Blvd, Greenwood. | Info: 
Visit pageafterpage.org.

Save the
Date!

You can inquire  
about advertising by 

calling today
Call Now! 

(317) 300-8782

4610 E. 96th St.    |    1-888-204-3445
TomWoodLexus.com

Ask us about our South side concierge service.

All new. All available now.

ThE 2014
LExuS
LinE up.

Sales Hours: Mon, Thu 9-8 • Tue-Wed, Fri 9-6 • Sat 10-6  
Service Hours: Mon, Thu 7:30-8 • Tues-Wed, Fri 7:30-6  • Sat  8-6

TWLX376304.indd   1 3/5/14   10:45 AM
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Photos by 
Nicole Davis

By Nicole Davis
Cate Doane plants as much as possible on her 

½ acre in Center Grove. Purchasing the property, 
which she calls Cate’s Cottage, at 5189 W. Smith 
Valley Rd, Greenwood, in 2002, she now operates 
an organic garden out of it full-time. 

“We are shifting our focus from Farmer’s mar-
kets to providing the Center Grove area with the 
best varieties of vegetables - first as transplants 
then as the freshest possible produce,” Doane 
says.

Doane has gardened since college and owns 
two additional acres elsewhere. Cate’s Cottage 
initially offered fresh floral bouquets and ex-
panded to include a variety of vegetables as well, 
growing almost anything that is possible in Indi-
ana, except corn. She says her “claim to fame” has 
become heirloom tomatoes, her favorite being 
Black Krim. 

“There’s a real value in buying locally grown 
organic vegetable plants,” Doane says. “If you are 
going to grow something that you eat the root or 
leaf of, it’s especially important to be organic.”

Doane says she uses systems which aren’t nec-
essarily common. There are no heaters for the 
greenhouses. She creates solar heat by leaving 

2-liter bottles filled with tea. The tea gathers heat 
throughout the day, releasing it at night to keep 
the plants warm. She uses trellis systems when-
ever possible to grow plants such as cucumbers 
and green beans vertically, making the best use 
of the space available. Last year, Doane says she 
decided to add chickens, which are good for the 
soil and controlling unwanted bugs. She also sells 
the eggs.

Though she regularly attends farmer’s markets 
to sell her produce and flowers, including Green-
wood’s farmer’s market, she says last year she de-
cided to begin selling directly out of her front 
yard. By the end of the summer, she was seeing 
a loyal following. She began teaching ‘The Best 
Ever Garden Class’ at Strange Brew Coffeehouse 
this spring, wanting to share the techniques she 
has learned and developed, and says she was sur-
prised to have experienced gardeners come to 
learn.

“I’d like to dramatically grow the front yard 
business,” Doane says. “This area is becoming 
more of a community. I’d like to become some-
thing that’s a little more unique to this area.” 

Cate’s Cottage will open May 1, evenings from 
4-7 p.m. and Saturdays in May, 10-2 p.m. For 
more information, e-mail Doane at Catescot-
tage@gmail.com. 

FOCUS

What’s GROWing on?
Cate Doane of Cates’s Cottage focuses on expanding 

sales of her organic garden in Center Grove

Far left/top, Cate Doane transplants tomato plants into a 
larger container; far left/below, Joel Shipley works in the 
garden at Cate’s Cottage; middle/below/left, signage at 
Cate’s Cottage; middle/above, chickens in the hen house 
at Cate’s Cottage; middle/below/right, Doane feeds the 
chickens; far right/top, a hen in the chicken coop; far right/
below, new sprouts in the garden.
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WHERE WE DINEBEHIND BARS
Name: Sermin Gulpinar

Where do you like to 
dine? Peppy’s

What do you like to eat 
there? Breakfast with 
hash browns, eggs, and 
pancakes.

What do you like about 
this place? They have 
brilliant eggs—the best eggs I’ve ever had. 
And they’re the cheapest. They’ve lowered 
their prices recently.

 
Peppy’s Grill is located at1004 Virginia Ave.,

Indianapolis, IN 46203.  
The phone number is (317) 637-1158.

Seniorita Margarita
Bartender:  
Heather Brown

Bar: Smokey Bones Bar 
and Grill, 780 U.S. 31, 
Greenwood.

Ingredients and 
Directions: Mix 6 
counts Dobel tequila, 
2 counts Triple Sec, 2 
ounces watermelon 
puree, 1 ounce lemon sour, and a splash of 
Sprite. Top with 3 slices of muddled kiwi and 
serve in margarita glass with a sugar rim.

Shanda Surface
@SE Surface
posted on April 12, 2014

TWEET of the MONTH

AN OPTION

Stacked Pickle
The scoop: One of six locations (the first 
on the Southside), the Stacked Pickle is a 
locally owned non-corporate, non-franchise 
restaurant. Its first priority is guest service and 
building relationships. There is also a strong 
community component to the Stacked Pickle. 
They host dine-and-donate events for local 
schools and hold philanthropy-related events 
(including Relay for Life). It’s a family-oriented 
restaurant with a bar, not a bar restaurant. On 
offer is a quick lunchtime turnaround with a 
30 minute in-and-out and a 12 minute ticket 
time. The emphasis is on great food, putting 
quality over quantity. Fresh produce is used 
every day and food is hand-prepared starting 
each morning. The chicken is fresh and never 
frozen. Every six months, a new menu item is 
added for a limited time. Currently featured 
are some gluten-free products, including 
burger buns and side dishes. The chicken and 
tenderloins are hand battered and all burgers 
are cooked to order.

Type of food: High-quality bar food.

Price of entrees: $8-12

Specialties: Burgers, tenderloins, wings.

Recommendation: Fried tenderloins, basa 
fish tacos with mango-cilantro salsa, Mobster 
burger with mushroom, onion, and bacon.

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11 a.m. - 1 a.m., Fri-Sat 11 
a.m. - 3 a.m.

“Way to go  
CG Boys  

Varsity Golf! ”

Submitted Photo

“Everything! I grew 
up with her. She’s the 
number one person I 
looked up to growing 
up. I appreciate all 
she taught me more 
as a grown-up, now.”

Amber Bruce,  
Greenwood

Q: Mother’s Day is May 11. 
What does your mother mean to you?

face to face

“She’s my best friend 
and the person I look 
up to most because 
she works hard. She 
always puts others be-
fore herself when she 
does things.” 

Jill Cain,  
ColumbusVisit us online and post your 

community news!
facebook.com/TheSouthsideTimes

Our Iconic COMMUNITY

You can inquire about  
advertising by calling today
Call Now! (317) 300-8782

Breaded Pickle Chips at Stacked Pickle

“Now that she is gone 
she probably means 
more to me than ever. 
I miss her. I wish she 
was here so I could do 
for her the things she 
did for me. She would 
be in her 80s now. For 
anyone who has lost 
a mother at a young 
age like I did, they don’t really appreciate 
their mothers as much until they get older 
and watch their children grow up with a 
mother. That being said, she is in heaven at 
a much better place. I always miss her and 
I look forward to seeing her.” 

Terry Sherard,
Greenwood

“My mom means the 
world to me. She was 
a single mom. She 
basically raised three 
boys and did the best 
she could with us, so 
she means the world 
to me.”

Jerry LeMasters,
Greenwood
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By Nicole Davis
White River Township’s Dick Huber says he 

loves an Indiana spring, even with the extreme 
weather variations. It’s the time of year flow-
ers begin poking up, lawns start to turn green 
and trees begin to leaf out. While he says most 
people have nice looking laws in the spring, 
by summer the hot weather comes and weeds 
take over. It takes knowledge to maintain that 
nice-looking yard year-round and he says he 
enjoys spreading his knowledge to those eager 
to learn in local classes.

“We all spend a lot of effort on our yards, 
a lot of time working in our yards and it gets 
frustrating when it doesn’t do what you want 
it to do,” Huber said. “Weeds, crabgrass, hot 
weather and drought can ruin a lawn. I don’t 
try to have the best lawn around. Some people 
want the best in the neighborhood. I want the 
best lawn I can have with the minimal amount 
of effort and the minimal amount of money 
spent. I just want something nice looking.”

Huber is a retired physician and master gar-
dener. He says he and his wife Diana work on 
their lawn in White River Township through-
out the year, and he enjoys learning new ways 
to maintain it. He took the master gardener 
classes 15 years ago. He still takes classes each 
year to learn about new products and tech-
nique, attending a Green Expo offered by Pur-
due University in January.

 “That’s one reason I took the master gar-
dener class,” Huber said. “It seemed late 
summer and fall all I was doing was mow-
ing weeds. I thought this wasn’t really fun. I 
thought I needed to learn more about lawn 
care. No matter how much you read or how 
many classes you take, there is always some-
thing you don’t know and new material com-
ing out.”

Huber spends a fair amount of his time 
teaching, and not just about gardening. He 
instructs some AARP smart driver classes 
for senior citizens and goes into the schools 
to give drug presentations to the students. 
He discusses gateway drugs, such as tobacco, 
alcohol and marijuana, along with showing 
what’s in the drugs today’s youth are using. He 
gives about 125 drug presentations in health 
classes each year, which is something he said 
means a lot to him after having lost a son to 

drug use.
“When you can personalize it, and I hold up 

a picture of my son and say he died at the age 
of 35 from what drugs had done to his body, 
I’m hoping there will be a few students will go 
the other direction,” Huber said. “I am hoping 
I can prevent kids from ever going down that 
pathway.”

In regards to his lawncare classes, Huber 
said it’s just fun to teach people. Each of the 
classes average 15-30 people in attendance, 
though one year he said more than 80 people 
came. “Most of the people that come are ea-
ger to learn,” Huber said. “It’s fun to see people 
learning new things.”

FEATURE

Dick Huber’s favorite  
lawn care tips:

• Aeration: Most of our soil here 
is too compacted and doesn’t 
let air, water or nutrients into our 
soil. Proper aeration allows those 
things to get in and that makes a 
big difference in our lawns.

• Mowing: Most people mow too 
short, so we talk about mowing 
height, 3-4 inches.

• Fertilization: most people want 
to put down the spring. The best 
time to fertilize is in the fall. That’s 
when the nutrients are stored 
down in the root system for the 
next year.

• Crabgrass: Some people have 
crabgrass but don’t know how 
to control it and are doing the 
wrong things and encouraging 
crabgrass to grow. A good control 
of crabgrass is in a pre-emergent 
applied in the spring before the 
seed germinates, which is usually 
mid-April.

Greenwood’s Dick Huber spreads his knowledge  
on proper lawn care with free local classes.

Huber has class!

Dick Huber prepares his lawn for the spring season.

Photo by Nicole Davis
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COUNTY COMMISSIONER COUNTY COMMISSIONER COUNTY COMMISSIONER

JOHN
PRICE

JOHN
PRICE
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JOHN
PRICE
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ELECT

JOHN
PRICE

Experience – Leadership – Integrity
I believe I have the vision, knowledge, experience, 
demonstrated leadership and the ability to get things done 
in the most efficient manner and these are the qualities 
that will enable me to serve as your next Johnson County 
Commissioner, District 3.

DISTRICT 3

Paid for by the committee to elect John L. Price Johnson County Commissioner

 Terry  McLaughlin Jennifer  Bryant Melissa  Duke
 Co-Chairman Co-Chairman Treasurer

Thank  you for  your  support!

www.priceforcommissioner.com

Left, young ladies model prom dresses at Sophia’s Bridal, Tux and Prom on the Southside. From left, Andrea Schubach, Leila Vanest, Elissa Quinnette and Amanda Redman. Right, dress and tux 
from Sophia’s Bridal, Tux and Prom.

AROUND TOWN Submitted Photos
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Mark your calendars for the 

May 6th Election!

• Nine years experience judging thousands 
  of civil cases
• Proven judicial leadership in 
  Johnson County and Indiana
• Committed to improving our community
• Award-winning legal author and scholar
• Center Grove graduate and • Center Grove graduate and 
   lifelong resident of Johnson County

BUSINESS BRIEF

Healthcare professionals 
recognized by  

patients and peers
Two registered nurses at Franciscan St. Fran-
cis Health have been recognized by patients 
and peers for going above-and-beyond the 
call in caregiving. Registered nurses Brenda 
Copas and Christa Hagist have been named 
the February 2014 recipients of the hospital’s 
DAISY Awards. Copas works in the Bone Mar-
row Transplant Unit, while Hagist works in the 
Adult Intensive Care Unit at the Indianapolis 
campus. Copas was nominated for her special 
kindness toward a patient who was going to 
spend his 59th wedding anniversary in the 
hospital.  With a cake, a song and many oth-
er special touches, Copas was able to create a 
special moment for the patient and his wife.  
Hagist also was nominated by a coworker for 
an extraordinary act of service.  She helped 
an ill patient provide a Christmas smile for 
his wife. Too sick to get out of bed and leave 
the hospital and with the gift shop closed, the 
husband had no Christmas card for his wife. 
Hagist created a card for her patient to give to 
his spouse. 

Land Rover’s new camera technology • Lux-
ury SUV maker, Land Rover, is developing a 
camera underneath the hood that will help 
drivers better see what’s going on in front 
of the vehicle. The technology, coined the 
“Transparent Bonnet,” overlays a camera feed 
onto the windshield, giving the illusion that 
the hood of the car is see-through. Research-
ers for Land Rover believe this augmented 
view of reality will make off-road and urban 
driving easier and safer. – Yahoo Tech

Procrastination genetic? University of Colo-
rado at Boulder researchers say that procras-
tination is affected by genetic factors which 
may also be linked to impulsivity. A survey of 
identical and fraternal twins were observed in 
their capacities for procrastination and impul-
sivity as well as accomplishing set goals. Study 
author Daniel Gustavson says learning more 
about procrastination can eventually lead to 
help preventing it, or ultimately overcoming 
it.” – TIME.com

Spring cleaning away allergens • The arrival 
of spring also means the arrival of seasonal al-
lergies, but there are ways to reduce the im-
pact of allergens. Firstly, know what you are 
allergic to and don’t open windows on days 
when the pollen counts are elevated. Using a 
high-efficiency particulate air filter can also re-
duce the allergens in your home. Other simple 
things like washing sheets weekly, cleaning 
drapes and upholstery, and keeping dust lev-
els down are great ways to reduce your sneez-
ing this spring. – MSN Healthy Living

DISPATCHES
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Sean Yager admits to finding himself thinking about the com-
ics he creates, daydreaming at times he probably shouldn’t – 
but he considers that a sign that he’s venturing into the cor-

rect career field. A college student pursuing an illustration degree, 
Yager says artwork and his comics are a way to engage other people in 
the things he is excited about. 

Yager says he grew up with a passion for storytelling and art, thanks 
to his mother who would write stories and read them to him. He says 
he was always excited to convey a story through the mix of words and 
art. 

 “Through art in the comic books, I am able to express more the 
ideas I have in my head than just by verbally telling the story,” Yager 
says. “I would write, but I always seemed more fascinated with the actually im-
agery than the words itself.”

Yager is a 2011 graduate from Center Grove High School. His work can be 

found at Strange Brew Coffeehouse and he is currently 
working on getting a web comic, titled Misuse of Mana, 
up and running at misuseofmana.com. 

“The most challenging part is taking the ideas and turn-
ing them into something I’m happy with,” Yager says. “A 
lot of artists struggle with saying ‘I’m not good enough,’ but 
that’s part of the challenge. If you don’t work and create 
things, even if you’re not happy with them, 
you are not going to progress ... Something 
that I would like to tell any aspiring artist is 
no matter how hard your art journey is or 
how much struggle it is, it’s always worth 

it to not give up. Anything worth doing takes time.”

ARTIST PROFILE
Name: Sean Yager

Art medium: My medium tends to wander from digital to 
watercolor to graphite among many others. I tend not to 
focus on one medium too long to avoid becoming stale. If I 
had to pick, I would prefer working digitally.

Art education: I’ve studied art since high school and have 
continued participating in art education well into my col-
lege career. I’m planning on switching majors from the new 
media arts and science program at IUPUI to an iIllustration 
degree at Herron School of Art.

When did you begin creating art? My earliest memory of 
creating art is drawing comics with markers about a masked 
hero character back in grade school. Most of the comics 
followed his wacky misadventures that usually weren’t re-
solved in his favor. I guess it was more of an anti-hero comic 
than anything.

Is your art your primary means of liv-
ing? If not, tell us what you do pro-
fessionally? Like many aspiring artists, I 
could only hope to support my-
self comfortably through my work 
someday.  In the meantime, I’m 
working on bettering myself in both 
my level of professionalism and com-
mitment to my craft.  I’m cooking up some 
exciting work this summer and hope to 
have a few short stories published under 
my own comic company.

What does your art represent to 
you? To me art is a way to share 
ones creativity with other people. 
Art allows humans to connect 
with each other in a different 
way, sharing thoughts and con-
cepts through imagery. Ultimately, 
art allows us to understand ourselves 
and to understand our own motives 
in a deeper more meaningful way.

What inspires you to create your art-
work? I’m driven to create by my passion 

to share stories. My mother raised me to love reading and 
writing; she nurtured my desire to be a creator. I draw be-
cause I have ideas in my mind that I need to share with my 
friends, my family, and anyone who might be interested.

What do you hope to have art appreciators take with 
them from your artwork? Most of my art conveys a scope 
larger than that of the singular piece.  I invent worlds to tell 
stories within and want art appreciators to recognize that 
there is more to my illustrations than simply a posed per-
son or creature.

What art inspires you? I have an enormous art crush on 
an animation studio in Denmark called Sun Creature Stu-
dios. Some of my other favorite artists, who are comic illus-
trators, are Emily Carroll, Becky Cloonan, and Kate Beaton. 
They post so much of their successful work on Tumblr, Twit-
ter, and other feeds.  Seeing their success only makes me 

strive for excellence that much more.

My biggest inspirations: I draw inspira-
tion from everything around me. My larg-

est source of inspiration comes from events 
in my life that I twist into visages of their for-
mer selves. Inspiration can strike in the form 

of anything from a feather lying on the 
ground to visiting a castle in England. I 
find the most important and valuable in-
spiration almost always comes from life.

Awards and honors: I’ve been award-
ed with placement ribbons and hon-
orable mentions in local art shows and 
have acknowledgment from Herron for 
being involved and excelling in Satur-
day school programs.

Organizations you are associated 
with: I plan on involving myself more 
in the local comic community in the 

hopes of reaching out to people more. 
This is a long time dream that I haven’t 

made a reality yet. 

Sean Yager

Local artist starts up web comic
Center Grove’s Sean Yager turns daydreams into  

a web comic while pursuing his college degree 

Librarian, Illustration

Greg, Sketch

Goblin, Illustration
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By Nicole Davis
For years, exercise was not recommend-

ed as a rehabilitation strategy for people di-
agnosed with Parkinson’s disease, a progres-
sive movement disorder. Through the last 10 
years, research has started to show that exer-
cise and physical therapy may be more ben-
eficial than previously thought. At The Climb 
Greenwood, physical therapist and class in-
structor Lindsay Conn says she has seen some 
great results from the exercises she teaches 
the participants.

“The thing that is so beneficial, especially 
for people with Parkinson’s, is the social as-
pect of exercising in group environment to 
both the patient and their spouses,” Conn 
says. “It’s become a good social network for 
a number of people. In an environment like 
this, there is no judgment; everyone is going 
through the same thing.”

The Climb, part of the Indiana Parkinson 
Foundation, began in Greenwood when Conn 
says they would be happy to have 10 partici-
pants. They now consistently see more than 

20 people at each class. Conn teaches the Sat-
urday morning class at New Hope Church.

“Every time they thank me so much,” Conn 
says. “They are very warm and thankful for 
the service we provide. They seem to enjoy it, 
even when the workouts are hard. I have had 
people tell me they are getting better.”

As the class continues to grow, Conn says 
they hope to find a more permanent location, 
a facility of their own. She says New Hope has 
offered a great facility, but they have to carry 
their equipment weekly as there is no storage 
room.

“There is so much I wish we could have, if 
we could have space to leave it there,” Conn 
says. “We do have a couple of great volunteers 
that we couldn’t do this without.”

She says long term goals would be to have 
more qualified trainees, so they could break 
into smaller groups. 

“There’s nothing else like this on the South-
side,” Conn says. “The community aspect of 
the support group - it’s very welcoming when 
we have a new person here. That’s helped it to 
be a success.”

The Climb
Exercise proves beneficial to members 

of Greenwood class aimed to help  
those with Parkinson’s disease

FOCUS

The Climb Greenwood • New Hope Church 
5307 W. Fairview Rd., Greenwood, IN 46142 • (317) 946-5340

April is Parkinson’s Awareness Month

Submitted Photos

Left/top & bottom, participants of The Climb Greenwood exercise as a form of physical therapy.  
Left/middle, Lindsay Conn shows Greenwood’s The Climb class a stretch.

“There’s nothing  
else like this on the 

Southside.  
The community  

aspect of the  
support group -  

it’s very welcoming  
when we have a  
new person here.  
That’s helped it to  

be a success.”

~ Lindsay Conn
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By Nicole Davis
As membership to the Greater Greenwood 

Chamber of Commerce reaches more than 
650 businesses, it has come a long way in 60 
years since 12 businessmen came together to 
form an organization that could help grow 
successful businesses in a booming economic 
area. Current president and CEO, Christian 
Maslowski, says with a diverse selection of 
businesses and business leaders, the dynamics 
may look a lot different than when the cham-
ber was first formed, but that dedication to 
the city’s business climate remains the same.

“You’re talking about going from a hum-
ble beginning and all volunteer-led grass 
roots initiative to form a chamber in 1954,” 
Maslowski says. “Now 60 years later we have 
a professional staff of four, a dedicated board 
of directors, a highly active team of chamber 
ambassadors that are also volunteers help-
ing to connect members to one another and 
membership is now more than 670.”

Maslowski says the 50s were a prosperous 
time for the country and Greenwood was no 
different. Industry was booming and retail 
was growing. The newly-formed chamber was 
run by volunteers until 1976, when it could 
hire a full-time director, Ginger Van Valer, 
wife of one of the chamber’s founders. As the 
chamber continued to grow, so did surround-
ing areas of White River Township in the un-
incorporated Greenwood and Perry Town-
ship in Indianapolis. In 1985, the Greenwood 
chamber reorganized, merged with the White 
River Business Alliance and changed its name 
to the Greater Greenwood Chamber of Com-
merce. That name allowed the organization to 
extend beyond its municipal boundaries. The 
chamber continued to prosper.

 “The late 90s and 2000s were very good to 
Greenwood and the Greenwood Chamber,” 
Maslowski says. “In the eight years before 
I came to the chamber we almost doubled 
our membership, which reflects a couple de-
cades of real growth in the community; when 
our business community grew, our neighbor-
hoods grew. So the chamber is really a driver 
of and a reflection of a healthy economy.”

Maslowski grew up in South Bend, moving 
to the Greenwood area for another employer. 
With a Master of Business Administration de-
gree, Maslowski says he had always been in-
terested in business strategy, seeing how the 
big picture of the puzzle comes together. Em-
ployed in higher education and adult enroll-
ment, he became a member of the Greater 
Greenwood Chamber of Commerce. When 

he began to feel like he needed a change, he 
says the chamber seemed like a perfect fit. 

“I had a deep appreciation for business and 
business leaders,” Maslowski says. “I knew of 
and respected the work the chamber did.”

He was hired to serve as executive director 
of the chamber in August 2007, taking over 
for Gail Richards. His initial goals were to do 
more for small business owners, advocate for 
them. Then the financial crisis hit and area 
businesses closed one after another. He says 
they had to quickly refocus how to continue 
to keep members and obtain new members.

“I bet there are a lot of business owners that 
have survived the last five years and wondered 
how did we do that?” Maslowski says, “You 
don’t think about the risk. You just manage it 
and move forward. When I look back on the 
last few years, I think ‘how did I sleep?’ Not 
only did we survive, but we came out stronger 
on the other end. It’s just been amazing.”

Maslowski says learning how each indus-
try changes, from restaurants to hospitals, is 

what makes his job gratifying. As a chamber, 
he says they have had to do the same - adapt 
and grow. Now seven years since he started, 
he says revenue has grown by 32 percent. The 
chamber had a large decrease in membership, 
but it’s back to where it was before the eco-
nomic downturn. With the economy picking 
back up, Maslowski says they are working to 
focus on those advocacy issues that were a 
part of his initial goals when he became ex-
ecutive director. 

“In the last five to 10 years the business 
community is really coming to expect more 
of our local chambers,” Maslowski says. “They 
look to our local chambers for advocacy lead-
ership, for these issues to be discussed. That’s 
a path they see us taking and we need to pro-
vide stronger leadership in that area. So the 
last four years we have been working with our 
local legislators on issues.”

Personally, Maslowski says his own life has 
changed in the last seven years. With his wife 

and a two-year-old daughter at home, he says 
the best advice he has been given was from a 
board member; sometimes it’s ok to produce 
work that’s good. 

“It’s remembering that sometimes my good 
is really good or perfect for others,” Maslowski 
says. “You can’t spend that much time tweak-
ing to make things perfect.”

To learn more, visit greenwoodchamber.
com.

The Greater Greenwood Chamber of Commerce celebrates its 60th anniversary  
with Christian Maslowski and his team at the helm.

COVER STORY

Maslowski’s Mission

Top, the Greater Greenwood Chamber  
of Commerce was started in 1954.  
Bottom, Ginger Van Valer became  
the first executive director in 1976.

Greater Greenwood  
Chamber of Commerce

65 Airport Pkwy., Suite 140
Greenwood, IN 46143

(317) 888-4856
Greenwoodchamber.com

Submitted Photo

Submitted Photo

From left, The Greater Greenwood Chamber of Commerce’s Membership Services Coordinator Julie Spate, 
President/CEO Christian Maslowski and Membership Development Manager Hannah Orme.
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Open	houses	in	your	area:

April	21,	5:00	p.m.,	Greater	Greenwood	Chamber	of	Commerce,	65	Airport	Parkway,	Suite	140,	Greenwood
April	24,	5:00	p.m.,	Comfort	Suites,	500	West	Northfield	Drive,	Brownsburg
April	30,	5:00	p.m.,	Metropolis	Mall	Event	Center,	2499	Futura	Park	Way,	Plainfield
May	6,	6:00	p.m.,	Greater	Greenwood	Chamber	of	Commerce,	65	Airport	Parkway,	Suite	140,	Greenwood
May	12,	6:00	p.m.,	Metropolis	Mall	Event	Center,	2499	Futura Park Way, Plainfield

RSVP	to:	ISU-MBA@indstate.edu	or	call	(317)	662-0004.



26     April 19 – May 16, 2014 myICON.info   Center Grove ICON BUSINESS LEADER Extra

Mike Heffner is the owner of the Greenwood Express Employment Professionals franchise. Contact Mike at mike.heffner@
expresspros.com or visit www.expressindysouth.com.

When someone visits your office, would they 
hear laughter? Can anyone make fun of the boss 
in front of the boss? Are your meetings hard to 
get started because laughter fills the 
room as your team is all together? 
If you said yes to any of these ques-
tions, then that’s a really great thing. 
As I was doing some preparation for 
an upcoming presentation, I found a 
great piece of information. Research 
indicates that workplace laughter 
has its benefits. Chris Robert, a pro-
fessor at the University of Missouri-
Columbia, published his findings 
about workplace humor in the Re-
search in Personnel and Human Re-
sources Management journal. In the 
article, Robert explained that “the link between 
humor and positive emotions seems strong, 
which is intuitive, and there’s also a strong cor-
relation between positive emotions and work-
place performance.” 

I have always been a fan of laughter. I think 
it’s important that we have fun at work. The 
“work hard, play hard” saying has always reso-
nated with me. We should enjoy our work and 
enjoy who we work with. Working hard doesn’t 
mean that you can’t laugh, right? I encourage it 
in our office. I agree with the research. I think 
humor, laughter and having fun bring out the 
best in people and increases positive workplace 
performance.  

Look for it in your top talent
With all that said, I think humor is some-

thing that you need to look for 
in potential employees. Granted 
it may depend on the position 
you’re attempting to fill. But, if 
you’re looking to add an intelligent 
or creative person to your team, 
you may also want to take notice 
of his humorous side. According to 
Robert, the ability to be humorous 
is “associated with intelligence 
and creativity, two things 
highly valued in workplac-
es.” The reason for that is be-
cause of what humor is. “We 
find jokes or comments fun-
ny because they are linking 
two things together — per-
haps through a punch line 
— that you wouldn’t nor-
mally link together,” Robert 
explains. “That’s what creativity 
is, too: Putting things togeth-
er in a unique way.” For those 

in high-stress jobs or leadership roles, laugh-
ter and banter with co-workers can be a great 
relief. At the same time, having an enjoyable 
work environment can appeal to top talent. 
The Wall Street Journal published that “mixing 
laughter and fun into a company culture can at-

tract skilled workers.” 

Use it to cut down on turnover
Embracing humor within your 

company can also help to reduce your 
employee turnover. Business Week 
reported “Joking around on the job 
can actually have a positive effect on 
productivity and employee retention.” 
The Wall Street Journal highlighted a 
Pennsylvania State University study 
which found that “a good laugh ac-
tivates the same regions of the brain 
that light up over a fat bonus check.” 

And that makes sense if you think about it. As 
Robert says, “If you have positive emotions 
about your job, you’re less likely to quit.”  

Don’t take yourself too seriously
Obviously, creating a workplace that em-

ployees enjoy is going to improve the work en-
vironment. I have felt that as a leader there is 
one specific type of humor that can improve 
your reputation among your team.  “One trait 
that consistently ranks highly among the most 
admired leaders is they’re confident enough 
to poke fun at themselves,” reported Forbes. 
“Smart leaders have long recognized the best 
punchline – themselves.” The Leadership & 
Organization Development Journal found that 
“executives and managers who use self-depre-
cating humor appear more approachable and 

human to subordinates.”  The 
old saying applies – if you can’t 
laugh at yourself, who can you 
laugh at?

Like anything, humor should 
be used in moderation and be 
done tastefully.  Every office cul-

ture is a bit different but when an 
expectation is set that a busi-

ness or department isn’t fun 
to be a part of, productiv-
ity, turnover, and recruiting 
will all be impacted. If jok-
ing around a little isn’t part 
of your culture today, loosen 
up a bit and try adding in a 
little laughter.  It could help 
your business and your em-

ployees’ performance. You 
might even enjoy work a little 

more yourself!

Workplace humor  
can help my business?
PERSONNEL MATTERS

Mike Heffner
Columnist

The industry experts at Somerset CPAs have examined the 
Affordable Care Act and have discovered that not all beans 
are taxed the same.

To learn more, visit us online at www.SomersetCPAs.com, or 
contact one of our tax professionals with expertise in industries 
such as:

MORE JARS.
SAME BEANS...

3925 River Crossing Parkway, 3rd Floor | Indianapolis, IN 46240 | 317.472.2200 | info@somersetcpas.com

- Agriculture
- Construction
- Dealerships

- Dental
- Health care
- Manufacturing

- Retail 
- Real estate

A lot has changed in the last few years. And we’re 
all wondering how many more hits we can take. 
It always looks bad when you’re down, but rest 
assured we will get back up. We should know, 
in the last three years Express Employment 
Professionals has helped over 1 million people 
find jobs. Because where others see adversity, 
we see opportunity… and we are on a mission… 
for one million more.

(317) 888-5700   707 S. Madison Ave., Greenwood, IN 46143
ExpressIndySouth.com
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Tricia Rake
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BUSINESS BRIEF

Pedigo Chevrolet renamed 
after Center Grove 

graduate Greg Hubler
Greg Hubler, a 1999 
graduate of Center 
Grove High School, has 
recently completed 
the purchase of Pedigo 
Chevrolet from Mr. Gary 
Pedigo.  Mr. Hubler, his 
wife Heidi, oldest son 
Cruze and daughter 
Sailor will begin serving 
the Camby community.  The dealership is lo-
cated at 13895 Indiana 67 in Camby, Ind. Greg 
Hubler has been in the car business his en-
tire life following in the footsteps of his father 
Howard, both of his grandfathers as well as his 
two uncles John and Brad Hubler.  After grad-
uating from Indiana University, Greg worked 
his way up, spending time in every depart-
ment.  Over the past five years Greg, while 
working as the General Manager at Hubler 
Mazda earned a reputation as a strong lead-
er as he guided the dealership to record level 
success in both sales and service. 

Several months ago, I went with my son and 
grandson to a pre-kindergarten program. There 
was a poem posted on the wall that most dads 
have probably seen at one time or the 
other. This poem tugs at the heart 
of any dad. However, for the dad in 
a family business with a passion to 
serve in his business sector, the poem 
is especially poignant; it has a lifelong 
repercussion for the next generation 
who may grow up to do what dad 
does. I have three kids: Greg, Russ 
and Christi. They are all, by their own 
decisions, in the automobile busi-
ness. They are all so passionate about 
it that sometimes dinner can be a 
bit boisterous to be polite about it. 
So this poem really hits home 
with me. The poem has 
a few lines that go like 
this. 

“Walk a little slower 
Daddy, said the child 
so small, I am follow-
ing in your footsteps and 
I don’t want to fall. Some-
times your footsteps are too 

fast, they are hard to see, so walk a little slower 
Daddy, for you are leading me. Sometime when 
I am grown up, you are what I want to be, and 
then maybe I will have a child who will want to 
follow me.”

This is a great time of celebration 
in the Hubler family. We are open-
ing a new dealership. Well, for a fam-
ily that has over the years opened over 
15 auto locations, eight collision cen-
ters and a variety of other auto relat-
ed activity, what is the cause for cel-
ebration? Well, my son Greg and his 
wife Heidi mark the fourth generation 
Hubler who will put their name on a 
building and open doors for business. 
When you think of how many reces-
sions, wars, extinct brands, hostile 
government actions and the like that 

have plagued the auto indus-
try, and to survive into the 

fourth generation, this is 
indeed an accomplish-
ment that most small 
business families never 
see. 
They have purchased 

Gary Pedigo Chevrolet in 
the Mooresville/Decatur 
area, just south of the I67 

exit on the city’s Southside. Yes, the basics that 
we talk about in this column from time to time 
and making the customer satisfied and the ba-
sics of a sound business were all baked into Greg 
for as long as he can remember. From a degree at 
IU, to our national auto dealer’s academy train-
ing, and so forth, has been bathed into him as to 
how to run a successful auto dealership. Now it’s 
show time. 

In 1957, my dad brought Mom and three 
boys up from Florida to work in Uncle Jim’s new 
car dealership. We lived on the Westside at the 
Gateway Motel for several months. This was the 
perfect example of “sometimes for opportunity, 
you have to go backwards for a while to go for-
wards.” No, this formula does not work in this 
era of instant fame and glory. However, unfor-
tunately, this is still the reality check of life. The 
winter in this tiny hotel room with three ba-
bies was, according to my dad, the most miser-
able six months of his life, not counting the war. 
However, it changed his fortunes beyond his 
wildest dreams. Eventually, he bought my uncle 
out when he retired. Subsequently, my brothers, 
Brad and John, and I bought my father out when 
he retired. Now, we all have kids in the business. 
I am following in your footsteps Daddy, and I 
don’t want to fall... 

Howard Hubler
Columnist

Howard Hubler can be reached at howard@hubler.com.

PEER TO PEER

Following the family footsteps
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The year was 1954 and the community was growing. Greenwood’s economic engine, long-
associated with the city’s initial founding and increasing prosperity, was gaining power. This 
growth brought about a greater sense of local pride and progress. It also revealed the need 
for an entity to help guide and develop it. That fall, a group of local business leaders came 
together with the vision of “advancing the commercial, industrial, and civic interests of Green-
wood and its trade area.” The Greenwood Chamber of Commerce was born.

The Chamber and community have evolved along the way. The Chamber hired its first full-
time executive director, Ginger Van Valer, in 1976. And in 1985, the Chamber reorganized as 
the Greater Greenwood Chamber of Commerce to better reflect the expanding geography and 
interconnectedness of the “Greenwood” business community.

Today, new leaders have emerged to carefully steward the Chamber and perpetuate the 
vision set forth sixty years ago. Their commitment connects us with our past and gives us 
confidence in our future. Membership now stands as one of the largest in Central Indiana. The 
staff has grown to four dedicated fulltime professionals and the Greater Greenwood Chamber’s 
portfolio of services encompasses much more than monthly luncheons.

Join us! 
GreenwoodChamber.com 

Eight past Board Chairs join president & CEO Christian Maslowski (top right) for a photo at the 2011 Annual 
Chamber Celebration.  Front row left to right: Nancy Lewark, Susie Bixler, Joyce Nies, Jeff Goben, and Garnet 

Vaughan.  Back row left to right: Jeff Tillman, Brandyn Ferguson, and Paul St. Pierre.

Celebrating 60

CENTER GROVE

CONNECTING                SOUTHSIDE. My

Midwest Language Services, LLC 
3209 W. Smith Valley Rd., Suite #211
Greenwood, IN 46142
Phone: (317) 884-3122
Fax: (317) 888-5901   
midwestlanguageservices.com

Tilson 
1530 American Way, Suite 200
Greenwood, Indiana 46143
(317) 885-3838
tilsonhr.com
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WHERE WE WORSHIP

Building relationships in faith
Center Grove’s Ron and Kim Bruner find a family filled with a love for community outreach at New Hope Greenwood

Center Grove residents Ron and Kim Brun-
er had planned to start their own church more 
than 20 years ago – a place that would con-
centrate on community and reach-
ing out a helping hand to others in 
need. When those plans fell through, 
the Bruners began looking for anoth-
er church to call home. They found 
New Hope Greenwood and realized 
there was no need to create their 
own church because New Hope was 
already doing everything they had 
wanted.

“It didn’t take us long to feel at 
home here,” Ron says. “The desire is 
not to see the building grow, not to 
see the building busting at the seams; 
it’s to establish relationships. The de-
sire is to see the church being used 
more than just Sundays.”

The couple has attended New 
Hope for 19 years now. Ron, a retired 
math teacher, has been involved with 
the council, teaching Sunday school 
classes for 16 of the 19 years and helping 
with youth and men’s groups. Kim, a retired 
systems analyst, has helped with the nursery 
and still helps coordinate meals for funerals. 
Through the years, they say the premise be-
hind why they began attending the church has 
not changed.

“It’s always been a place of support,” Kim 
says. “You go to learn, but it’s also a family 
to me. The hard times I’ve been through, I 
couldn’t have gotten through that without my 

husband and my church family as well. People 
that don’t have a relationship with God and 
Christian friends, I don’t know how they do 
it. They really support us and get us through 
it. I think that is what having a church fam-
ily is about.”

What is it about your place of worship that 
helps you grow spiritually?

“Our church gives us a body of Christians 
to study the Bible with, to reach out to the 
community with, and to live our Christian 
lives with. These people become family and as 
we study together we can’t help but grow spir-
itually. It isn’t so much the Sunday morning 
worship service that helps us grow, although 
it can. It’s more the feeling of community and 

that we are part of the Body of Christ as we 
live our lives together.” – Kim

“New Hope provides more than just a place 
of worship for me. By becoming involved I 
am enabled to grow spiritually through Hope 
Group (Small Home Groups), Men’s Group, 

Church Council (serving two sepa-
rate terms) and Sunday school (teach-
ing an adult group). If all it took to 
grow spiritually was to listen and 
obtain knowledge then I could at-
tend one of any number of Southside 
churches. To grow spiritually, I need 
to be able to see God working in ev-
ery facet of the church, which I see at 
New Hope.” - Ron

What is it about your place of wor-
ship that helps you feel connected 
to your spouse, children, parents 
or family?

“The reason Kim and I first attend-
ed New Hope was for our children to 
be in youth group. Through the youth 
leader visiting their school, they be-
came interested in attending. Thus, 
we attended originally because our 

children who are now adults and moved away. 
But as for myself and my wife, our place of 
worship is an integral part of our relationship. 
In order for our love to grow for each other, 
we must have a foundation built on God’s 
love.” - Ron

What is one meaningful event that has 
taken place at your place of worship?

“About 16 or 17 years ago, Darrel Riley, our 
church pastor at the time, set up a series of 

small groups within the church body. We were 
given the names of the couples who were sup-
posed to be in our group and we were to meet 
in our homes during the Lenten season. We 
didn’t know the couples we were put with very 
well, but we came to know them and we con-
tinue to meet in our homes today. Our small 
group has gown and split off several times, 
which is the nature and expectation of small 
groups. The Lenten experiment that Darrell 
Riley initiated so long ago has enriched our 
lives tremendously. The people in our original 
group are some of the closest friends I have 
today and I’m so grateful for them.” - Kim

Why would you recommend your place of 
worship to someone?

“You can come to worship service on Sun-
day morning, but your life will be changed 
when you get involved with the people. We of-
fer a lot of ways to do that and it’s the involve-
ment in the community of New Hope that will 
enrich your life.” - Kim 

“If you are looking for a place of worship to 
attend and participate, then I would say New 
Hope is the place for you. Our theme is BE-
COME (Biblically Equipped Community on 
Mission Everywhere). There is so much to do 
for all. God expects us to be doers of His word 
and I would encourage anyone to be a part of 
that here.” – Ron

New Hope Church
5307 Fairview Rd.

Greenwood, IN 46142
(317) 888-4673

Newhopegreenwood.org

Compiled by Nicole Davis

Ron and Kim Bruner

By Pastor Chris Philbeck
I’ve got to admit that when I woke up on 

March 25 and saw snow flurries outside my 
bedroom window, I was feeling pretty bitter. 
When I logged onto my computer and saw 
all the spring break pictures of sun, sand and 
theme parks, I was feeling pretty bitter. Then, 
when I spoke to a good friend in Texas who 
told me he was headed for the golf course, I 
was feeling pretty bitter.

But my bitterness was short lived and noth-
ing compared to what’s described in the Bible: 

“See to it that no one misses the grace of 
God and that no bitter root grows up to 
cause trouble and defile many.”  

~ Hebrews 12:15

Few things can destroy our lives from the 

inside out like bitterness. And few things can 
cause us to act as irrationally as bitterness.  

Consider the story of Harry Havens, who 
according to the Chicago Examiner went to 
bed in November of 1930 and stayed there for 
seven years with a blindfold over his eyes be-
cause he was angry at his wife.  Havens 
had always tried to be a good husband. 
He worked around the house, took 
care of the yard, carried out the trash, 
and even helped with the dishes. 
One day his wife complained that 
he wasn’t doing it right, and Harry 
decided that enough was enough. 
He said, “All right, if that’s how you 
feel, I’m going to bed. I’ll stay there 
for the rest of my life and I don’t 
want to see you ever again.” Harry 
went to bed, put a blindfold over his 
eyes, and stayed there. He finally got 
up again when the bed started to feel 
uncomfortable ... seven years later. The 

article’s headline stated, “Man Spites His Wife 
by Staying Blindfolded in Bed Seven Years.” 

Maybe his exile did get on her nerves some-
what, but who did Harry really spite? Who 
was the biggest loser in this extended temper 
tantrum? It was Harry himself. He lost seven 

years of his life. He lived seven years in dark-
ness. No reading. No walks in the sunshine. 
No laughter with friends. Just seven long, mis-
erable years trying to settle a score that maybe 
was never settled. 

Bitterness is dangerous because it can do 
so much damage to your life.  It can damage 
your relationships, but mostly, it can damage 
you by destroying your happiness and peace 
of mind and according to the Hebrew writer, 
it causes you to miss out on the grace of God. 
It reminds me of what Nelson Mandela once 
said: “Resentment is like drinking poison and 
then hoping it will kill your enemies.” 

It took Harry Havens seven years to decide 
that his refuge of bitterness felt uncomfort-
able. How long will you wait to let your bitter-
ness go? I’m going to let go of mine as soon as 
I’m able to make my first 2014 tee time.

Chris Philbeck is senior pastor of Mount Pleasant Christian 
Church. You may email him at inquiry@mpccministry.com or 
call (317) 881-6727.

DEVOTIONAL

Discover an end to bitterness

Submitted Photo
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Bonnie Pribush, of White River Township, will retire at the end of May after 33 years 
of teaching at Franklin College. She began her career teaching math and science and 
progressed to leadership courses. While working at Franklin College, Bonnie says she 

had the “fantastic opportunity” to start Leadership Johnson County, which is celebrating its 
20th class. She still serves as its director of education and will continue to do so while she assists 
with the transition of her leaving.

“We were hoping from the beginning to have a network of leaders around the county to work 
together on collaborative leadership,” Bonnie says. “We were hoping for people to work for the 
county as opposed to a (singular) interest… We see them involved now in all sorts of efforts. 
Many are involved in nonprofit or community work and that’s really exciting. They all take with 
them the basic ideas of the importance of collaboration and the importance of hearing every-
one’s voice.”

Bonnie says she sees change as a great opportunity and hopes LJC will take 
this as a chance to do even more new and exciting things for the commu-
nity. She says she is enjoying her last semester teaching and preparing 
to travel more this summer.

“I’m sure that I’m going to get involved in the community 
somehow,” Bonnie says. “I’m just going to step back and make 
sure that I choose carefully. I teach in classes that one of the 
most important things leaders do is reflect. I want to reflect 
on this piece of life and make sure I choose things where I can 
really be committed.”

Bonnie and her husband, Bob, have three sons (one of 
which is deceased) and one grandchild. 

Here, we learn more about our Icon of the Month, 
Bonnie Pribush.

What do you consider your greatest virtue? 
Finding this hard to answer, I asked my husband. He says 
that I am able to make other people feel good about 
themselves. This surprised me but I hope that it is true.
What do you most deplore in others? 
Failure to accept responsibility.
What do you like most about living 
in Center Grove? 
The people, without doubt. Through my work with 
Leadership Johnson County, I have come to know 
many wonderful people in Center Grove and 
throughout the county.  They go beyond “Hoo-
sier Hospitality”; these people are grounded in 
strong values, committed not only to their fami-
lies but to the larger community, and willing to 
help wherever help is needed.
If you had to live anywhere else in the Metro 
Indianapolis area, where would it be? 
Perhaps downtown close to the theater, the symphony 
and the sports facilities.
If you could begin life over,  
what would you change? 
I would take more risks.
If money were no issue, how would you spend it? 
To provide education and opportunities for girls and women in 
this country and abroad.
What makes you happiest? 
Spending time with family, friends and former students (who have become friends).  There is 
nothing better than good conversation with people whom you care about.
What is your favorite vacation spot? 
Anywhere that I have not yet been.  My husband and I love to travel and I have been to about 
30 countries. Some of my favorite cities include Istanbul, St. Petersburg (Russia), Prague, 
Shanghai and London but the trip that had the most impact on us was our time in Uganda. We 
went with students of my husband’s from Butler but I then returned with Franklin College stu-
dents and now every two years FC students travel to Africa.  It is important for them to see the 
strengths and joys as well as the needs of others.

What do you do with idle time? Read, knit, play word and card games.

What is it that makes you angry? Anger is an emotion that I hardly ever experience.  I can be-
come frustrated and disappointed when people are too self-centered or fail to accept respon-
sibility but I really don’t get angry.
What do you do to escape from reality? 
Reading has always been my passion.  I love history, historical fiction and biographies, as well 
as stories from other cultures.  Many years ago when I was busy with my career and my young 
family, I attended a leadership assessment program at the Center for Creative Leadership and 
the psychologist assigned to me reminded me that leaders must care for themselves.  Since 
then I carve out time each day to read because it rejuvenates me and gives me new ideas to 

take to my students.  I am currently reading Robert Massie’s biography of Cath-
erine the Great.

What or who is the greatest love of your life? 
My husband, Bob.  We met in college, then we were apart for 13 

years, and now we have been married for 33 years.  As with ev-
eryone, life has presented us with challenges and heartaches 

but through it all we have never doubted that we were 
meant to be together.

Which living person in Center Grove do you  
most admire? 

There are too many excellent citizens in this community 
to name only one!
What is the quality you like most in a man? What 
is the quality you like most in a woman? I can’t 
see why there would be a gender difference for 
this question. I admire intelligence combined with 
humility. 
What is your greatest extravagance? 
Travel and new experiences. My husband and I 

once attended a sales event at a friend’s home 
where the salesman said, “If you spend your 

money on your travel, all you will have in the end 
is memories.”  We looked at each other and said, 

“What more will we want when we are old?”  Obvi-
ously, he didn’t make a sale.  And we love looking 

through our photo albums and remembering.
What are your fears/phobias? 

I don’t really have any phobias. I do fear getting old, having 
my health but not my mind and hence becoming a burden for 

my children.
What has been the happiest time of your life? 
I have been blessed to have many happy times.  There is 
not one that stands out.
Which talent would you most like to possess? 

As an introvert, I so envy my extrovert friends, who can 
walk into a room full of strangers and feel completely com-

fortable.  I love meeting new people individually and being 
with friends, but I am not good at working a crowd.

What do you most value in your friends? 
Their willingness to put up with my faults and still support me!  I am blessed 

with friends who will be both honest and loyal.  They help me put life in perspective and 
always find the joy in small things – like 3 hour lunches.
Which historical figure do you most identify with? 
I have always been fascinated by Eleanor of Aquitaine though I don’t think that I am much like 
her.
What is your greatest regret? 
Not being more assertive and taking more risks.
What tenet do you live by? 
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; in-
deed, it is the only thing that ever has.”   Margaret Mead. I teach at the college and in Leader-
ship Johnson County because I believe that individuals do make a difference.  We can change 
at least our small corner of the world. And if we do that, someday everyone will have the es-
sentials of life and the opportunity to pursue happiness.

Bonnie Pribush
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Family is

Let’s start the conversation. It’s the perfect time to get acquainted 
because Aspen Trace opens soon. Call us at (317) 535-3344 to discuss 

assisted living or health care options for someone you love or download 
our Power of Family brochure at www.aspentrace.us.

3154 South SR 135, Greenwood, Indiana 46143

NOW ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS FOR ASSISTED LIVING APARTMENT HOMES


