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Class of 1964 prepare for their 
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on the 50th anniversary 
of President Kennedy’s 

assassination    
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*Plumbing Holiday Cleaning Checklist:
1. Drain Water Heater & Clean Air Intake

2. Inspect Water & Gas Pipes for leaks & Mold Prevention

3. Inspect Washer Hoses for Wear & Tear to Prevent Bursting

4. Inspect Sump Pump & Battery to Prevent Flooding

5. Inspect Garbage Disposal for performance & signs of Rust.

6. Apply Bio-Clean Drain Treatment
7. Hard Water Analysis

Schedule online 24/7
CartersMyPlumber.com

or call

859-9999

Introducing Kelson Carter
3rd Generation Plumber
(Jamie & Lisa Carter’s son)

SAVE$50with ANY 
Plumbing Repair or 
Drain Cleaning
over $100.
Mon.  – Fri.      8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Cannot combine with other o� ers. Exp. 12/31/13

$29
Holiday 
Cleaning
Reg. $59.00
Includes: Water Heater
Flush & Sediment Removal,  Bio-Clean Drain 
Rx,  Whole House Plumbing Inspection.
Mon.  – Fri.      8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Exp. 12/31/13

$$Holiday Holiday 

Ask the Pros
Plumbing runs in the family!  

Jamie & Kelson Carter
2nd & 3rd Generation Plumbers

859-9999859-9999
Plumbing runs in the family!  

Jamie & Kelson Carter
2nd & 3rd Generation Plumbers

HOLIDAY

SPECIALS

The worst kind of holiday surprise can be a plumbing emergency requiring a Licensed Plumber to show up at your residence because your guests can’t wash their hands, take a shower or go to the bathroom!  As much as 
you try to avoid holiday STRESS, a plumbing problem can instantly ruin your baking, cleaning or entertaining with friends and family. To minimize the likelihood of having an embarrassing plumbing snafu, make time for 
these Preventative measures to ensure there are NO plumbing problems.
Jamie & Kelson Carter (Father & Son) compiled these holiday plumbing tips to raise awareness among homeowners to avoid costly plumbing repairs that can ruin a family celebration.

 Water Heater
Prior to doing any maintenance on your water heater yourself, be sure to shut o�  the power, and read your owner’s manual.
• Drain water from the tank. Over time sediment builds at the bottom of the heater, which hampers performance, and draining the tank down will remove the sediment.
• Inspect your water heater burner. The � ame under the heater should appear blue with yellow tips. If it’s mostly yellow, or if it’s sooty under there, your � ue may be clogged, which can be dangerous. 
• Check the drain valve for signs of leakage, and the anode rod for corrosion.

 Toilets
Did you know that a running toilet can burn through 25,000 gallons of water a month or more?
• Check your toilet for leaks by adding a small amount of red food coloring to the tank, and then check the toilet bowl later.

 If the  toilet bowl water is colored red, water is seeping through from the tank. If it is leaking, you should replace the Tank Ball.

 Clogs 
• Make sure your tubs and shower drains have a strainer to catch hair and soap chips, and be sure to clean the strainer.
• Don’t rinse fats or cooking oils down the kitchen sink, bathroom sink, or toilets because liquid fats solidify in the cold pipes

 and create clogs.
• Don’t use caustic liquid drain openers (like Drano or Liquid Plumber) on a drain that is completely clogged. The caustic

 ingredients will trap in your pipes, which can severely damage them, plus the fumes are harmful to breath. Clogged 
drains may require more elbow grease than a hand plunger, like a drain snake to pulverize the plug.

 Garbage Disposal
To avoid your garbage disposal from freezing up or burning its motor during the holiday season, follow these tips to extend its life. 
• Use plenty of cold water when running it.
• Don’t overload it & don’t dispose of things like bones, noodles or corn husks.
• Don’t use a caustic drain opener.
If you need some help with any plumbing service or repair before or during the holiday season, 
give us a call at 317-859-9999 today.
Carter’s My Plumber LLC is a licensed, insured, bonded, and BBB accredited company.

HO,HO, HO… Ever had a Plumbing Surprise??

ONLY

$29

5. Inspect Garbage Disposal for performance & signs of Rust.

6. Apply Bio-Clean Drain Treatment
7. Hard Water Analysis

Ask the Pros

6. Apply Bio-Clean Drain Treatment
7. Hard Water Analysis

?????????
Ask thePros!
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A product of

Contact the Editor
Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? 
Have a photograph 
to share? Call Nicole 
Davis at 300-8782 
or email her at 
news@myicon.info. 
Remember, our 
news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 

Want to 
Advertise?
Center Grove 
ICON reaches a 
vast segment of 
our community. 
For information 
about reaching our 
readers, call Brian 
Ruckle at 300-8782 
or email him at 
news@myicon.info.

7670 US 31 S
Indianapolis, IN 46227

Ph: (317) 300-8782

Rick Myers  
Publisher

Brian Kelly 
Chief Executive Officer

Nicole Davis 
Content Editor

Katie Mosley 
Copy Editor

Carey Germana  
Production & Design

Yes, we want your letters
Readers of the Center Grove ICON are 
encouraged to send letters to the editor 
as often as they wish. The stipulations are 
that the letter is timely, focused (not more 
than 200 words) and verifiable. Please 
make sure to provide your complete name 
and daytime and evening telephone 
contact numbers. All letters are subject to 
editing for brevity, clarity and grammar. 
Please direct correspondence to: news@
myICON.info.

CENTER GROVE

Established 
November 2012

Times-Leader Publications, LLC                                                     
©2013. All Rights Reserved

By Nicole Davis
Smoking turkeys, hams or duck is a time 

consuming process. Nathaniel Johnson will 
often go to bed at midnight, wake up at 2 a.m., 
4 a.m., 6 a.m. – every couple of hours to en-
sure that the wood is still burning and meat 
is still cooking. What started as a way for the 
family to cook turkeys for Thanksgiving and 
spend time together led to them getting re-
quests for catering. Center Grove alumnus 
Keith and Nathaniel Johnson opened John-
son’s BBQ Shack 18 months ago, a second job 
for the brothers.

“My favorite part is still the cooking,” Na-
thaniel says. “I don’t mind getting up every 
couple of hours to make sure the wood is still 
burning. You want to have the meat perfect, 
so you’re serving food at its finest. By the time 
you get to the window, selling the food, you’re 
done. You’ve been working on the food for 
hours.”

Nathaniel and Keith began cooking for their 
family more than 13 years ago. Full-time, Na-
thaniel is a teacher for Indiana Public Schools 
and Keith is in law enforcement in Marion 
County. After purchasing two food trucks and 
smokers 18 months ago, Nathaniel and Keith 
started attending events around Indianapo-
lis, including Wamm Fest and the Freedom 
Fest in Greenwood. A year ago, they began 

running the kitchen at the Fraternal Order of 
Police office on Shelby Street in Indianapolis. 
They are licensed to sell food in Marion, Mon-
roe and Johnson Counties. Nathaniel says 
they saw a profit in the first month, and their 
equipment was paid off in a year.

Keith developed the rub for their foods, 

which happens to be gluten free. A turkey or 
brisket takes 18 hours to cook, and Nathaniel 
says they hope to cook hundreds this year for 
the holidays. For Thanksgiving, they will cook 
Nov. 22 – Dec. 1.They will attend the Drum-
stick Dash in Broad Ripple, and have a des-
ignated Southside location for customers to 

pick up their food.
“This year Thanksgiving 

hope to do a couple hundred 
hams,” Nathaniel says. “We 
will be cooking around the 
clock. We enjoy it.”

Along with wanting to add 
another food truck, Nathan-
iel says they hope to one day 
find a permanent location for 
a Texas style BBQ restaurant. 
Business is remains steady, 
and Johnson’s BBQ Shack 
has events lined up for weeks 
out. He says along the sup-
port they have received from 
their wives, many friends 
have come out to help work 
the events.

For more information, vis-
it johnsonsbbqshack.com or 
call (317) 371-1674.

FEATURE

Smokin’ holidays
Center Grove brothers Nathaniel and Keith Johnson  

to cook hundreds of hams and turkeys this  
Thanksgiving through Johnson’s BBQ Shack

Nathaniel Johnson will cook hundreds of turkeys and hams this Thanksgiving from this smoker. 

Photos by
Nicole Davis

Nathaniel Johnson at the service window of his food truck.
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AROUND TOWN

The White River Township Fire Department held a Chili Cook-Off on Nov. 2, at Old National Bank, 
with 11 contestants.  The department raised $500 for Christmas Angels toy drive.  The winners 
where Captain Nick Alford and is second place Captain Joseph Green.

White River Township Fire Department 
fundraises for Christmas Angels

news@myicon.info

COMMUNITY
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Ever have one of these moments? 
I took my dear wife to the shoe 
store last night so she could buy 

some new shoes. It seems she was in 
particular need of brown casual ones. 
Anyway, there was no place for me 
to hang out whilst she perused every 
brown or sorta brown shoe in this 
very large shoe store, so I parked at a 
chair in the aisle and waited. 

As I sat there considering the fate 
of the free world, I saw a woman who 
looked strangely familiar. Did not pay it much 
thought until she spoke to me by name. The 
little guy in my head who helps me remember 
stuff like people’s names had taken the evening 
off it seems. In the few seconds that I had to 
respond, I searched wide and low through the 
gray matter of my mind in hopes of attaching a 
name to this face who I, so it seemed, knew as 
well as I knew anybody. 

The only thing I could come up with was, 
“Hi! Haven’t seen you in a while.” I was hop-
ing that would conjure up a response from her 

that would jog her name out of some 
dusty file in my head. I do not re-
member her response but it did not 
help in my quest to avoid utter hu-
miliation. 

I went further and deeper into 
the very remote part of my memo-
ry (a scary and somewhat danger-
ous place to go) in a frantic search 
to remember who this was. I tried 
another line:

“Been to any chamber events late-
ly?” Her response sealed my doom. “No, you 
know me from the office. I’m Linda.” Rats! I see 
this gal every day! She is one of the gals in the 
office at my day job. This is a problem. When 
it gets back to the gals in the office, I will nev-
er hear the end of it. If it gets to “The Dragon 
Lady” I might as well call the press and move to 
South America.

It’s going to be a long day. 

Can I get a name, please?

Scott Emmett lives in Greenwood with his wife, Karen, and 
an ornery old cat named Toby. Write to Scott at scott@
scottemmett.com

After a year 
of publishing

CG ICON, a few 
thanks to go around

With Thanksgiving just weeks away, and the 
fact this Center Grove ICON represents issue 12 
(Our 1st Anniversary Edition), we’d like to thank 
you for your support over the last year.

We’d like to take this time, too, to thank those 
individuals who help produce the Center Grove 
ICON each month: Andrew Angle, Nicole Da-
vis, Carey Germana, Kim Hurst, Steve Laughlin, 
Katie Mosley, Brian Ruckle, not to mention all of 
our contributing columnists. These are people 
who share our vision and are willing to go the 
extra mile to make what we do on a monthly ba-
sis happen. Thank you all so much!

Moreover, a big thank-you to all of our adver-
tisers. We appreciate our partnership with you. 
It is our aim to put out the best product monthly 
possible. As we approach 2014 plans are being 
made to make the Center Grove ICON all the 
more relevant. Stay tuned.

Finally, if there is one thing we’ve learned in 
the last year it is how sensitive some folks are to 
being referred to as a “Center Grove” resident. 
A touchy subject to many. The Center Grove 
ICON is the Center Grove ICON because Cen-
ter Grove is a great brand. Is there a community 
that is not incorporated that is so well branded 
by its school district’s name? No. Regardless 
of your opinion as to whether incorporation is 
a good thing or a bad thing, the Center Grove 
brand is good for the community – and we are 
proud to be part of it.

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving.

Brian Kelly and Rick Myers are co-owners of Times-Leader 
Publications, LLC (parent company of Center Grove ICON). Write 
them at news@myicon.info.

Brian Kelly Rick Myers

Scott Emmett
Columnist

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

VIEWS

OUR VIEW BACK SHOP

HUMOR

“Remember God’s bounty in the year.  
String the pearls of His favor. Hide the dark parts, 

except so far as they are breaking out in light!  
Give this one day to thanks, to joy, to gratitude!”

~ Henry Ward Beecher

A little Thanksgiving history… The date of 
Thanksgiving has not always been the fourth 
Thursday of November. For about 70 years 
prior to 1941, Thanksgiving had been the last 
Thursday in November, when Abraham Lin-
coln proclaimed that all states would celebrate 
the day on the same date (as it had been  up to 
the individual state). Because of the Civil War 
though, we didn’t recognize it as the official 
day for the holiday until post Reconstruction.  

In 1941, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
and Congress officially changed Thanksgiving 
from the last Thursday to the fourth Thursday 
of November. Why? Why would moving the 
date a week matter in the scheme of things?  
Simple: It increases the length of the holiday 
season.

So, some food for thought. How will you 
spend the extra holiday time? Will you be 
the cranky, crabby Scrooge character who 
has nothing positive to say? Who always has 
to whine and complain about the burden of 
extended family, crowds and screaming kids? 
Or will you relish the time of people watch-
ing, family and shopping? It’s completely your 
choice. Make the choice to enjoy the time and 
be thankful we live in a place that allows us 
to celebrate. You cannot control the actions 
of others, but you most certainly can con-
trol how you respond to them. The choice is 
yours. Be a joy spreader, not a joy shredder.

Celebrating with an  
attitude of gratitude 

BELIEVE IT!

In Ottumwa, Iowa, within the city limits, a 
man may not wink at any woman he does not 
know.   -dumblaws.com

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsensi-
cal laws on the books. Each week, we’ll share 
one with you.… 

We misidentified Christy Green in the Where 
We Worship feature of the October-November 
issue of the Center Grove ICON. We regret the 
error.

Oops!

Want to write 
us a letter?

Readers of the Center Grove ICON  
are encouraged to send letters to 

the editor as often as they wish. The 
stipulations are that the letter is timely, 
focused (not more than 200 words) and 
verifiable. Please make sure to provide 
your complete name and daytime and 

evening telephone contact numbers. All 
letters are subject to editing for brevity, 

clarity and grammar. Please direct 
correspondence to: info@myICON.info.



*$50 membership savings account required. Rate subject to change and effective 
10/1/2013.  60-month term. Current IMCU loans exempt. Subject to credit approval.  

Proud Sponsor Of The
COLTS

Auto Loans
Rates As Low As

1.9 APR*
%

2010-2013 Models

imcu.org

Available on purchases
 & competitor refinanceS

l

l

Misty Faulkner, Center Grove Manager | 859-8034
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COVER STORY
By Nicole Davis

Fifty years later, members of the Center 
Grove High School class of 1964 can still re-
member where they were and what the day 
was like when they heard about the assassina-
tion of President John F. Kennedy on Nov. 22, 
1963. Barbara (Correll) Reed recalls it was a 
drizzly Friday afternoon. Phil Howard was in 
band class. Barbara (Deer) Howard was in the 
school library.

“The day Kennedy was shot was the only day 
mom and dad let me drive the car to school,” 
says Ken Winecoff. “I left between classes (to 
take mom to visit dad in the hospital) and 
heard (of the assignation) over the radio… In 
those days, you only had four TV stations. I re-
member watching Walter Cronkite taking his 
glasses off and crying. I can remember those 
things to this day.”

The class of ’64 was the last to graduate with 
less than 100 students. Of the 94 students that 
graduated, approximately 30 have passed away. 
Many of the classmates have remained close 
through the years, meeting monthly at a res-
taurant in Greenwood. As the area has expand-
ed both commercially and residentially, they 
say that students today have lost the tight bond 
that their class was fortunate to have formed.

“Today, it’s the events that you’re in that 
(bring that closeness),” Phil Howard says. “I 
went to McDonalds the morning after a Center 
Grove football win, and they were all celebrat-
ing together over breakfast. That’s how we were 
back then, but as a class.”

For their senior trip, the class of ’64 was the 
first and only in CGHS history to travel by air-
plane, Phil Howard says. The students flew to 

New York to attend the World’s Fair and then 
to Washington D.C. to visit Arlington Cem-
etery. While in D.C., the students visited the 
temporary eternal flame for President Kenne-
dy. The cemetery is pictured in the 1964 Trojan 
yearbook, calling the visit to the burial place of 
J.F.K. “among the most memorable events of 
the trip.”

“I felt a loss, that’s odd for a 17-year-old, but 
I felt a loss of idealism,” Bob Gates says. “That, 
‘ask not what your country can do you - ask 
what you can do for your country.’ That vibran-
cy, that idealism was lost. Those were some of 
the emotions I felt, aside from the historical as-
pect.”

Phil Howard was on the yearbook staff at 
the time, and says he remembers working on 
a way to dedicate a page to President Kennedy, 

agonizing with associate editor Rita Robinson, 
on how to best portray the feeling from that 
year. They decided on an image of a flag locat-
ed on Morgantown Road, at half-mast after the 
shooting, with a quote from J.F.K – “… of those 
to whom much is given, much is required.”

“It transformed politics, because our coun-
try’s president was killed,” Reed says. “This is 
the United States, still the most powerful coun-
try in the world. That security was taken away.”

The class will soon begin planning for its 
50th reunion. The Center Grove Education 
Foundation is also planning on recognizing 
the anniversary, along with the 10 and 25-year 
classes, at its 2014 Gala for the Grove on Feb. 
22. For more information, visit centergrove-
foundation.org.

Members of Center Grove’s Class of 1964 prepare for 50th reunion,  while 
reflecting on the 50th anniversary of President Kennedy’s assassination

Submitted Photos
On the Cover. Color Photo: From left back, Bob Gates, Ken Winecoff and Phil Howard. From left front, Barbara (Correll) Reed and Barbara (Deer) Howard. Photo by Nicole 
Davis. Background image: John F. Kennedy motorcade, Dallas, Texas, Nov. 22, 1963. Photograph shows a close-up view of President and Mrs. Kennedy and Texas Governor 
John Connally and his wife. Photo courtesy of the Library of Congress. Above, students visited the burial place of President John F. Kennedy on their senior class trip, 1964.

Center Grove High School
1964 Year Book

Phil Howard, 1964 yearbook staff, recalls selecting this 
image of the flag flying at half-mast to place on page 3 
of the annual (yearbook).

Image from the 1964 Center Grove annual (yearbook). 
Senator Vance Hartke speaks to CG seniors, giving 
them a chance to ask questions about national and 
foreign affairs.

From left Ken Winecoff, Barbara (Correll) Reed, Phil Howard, Barbara (Deer) Howard and Bob Gates.

Photo by Nicole Davis

1963-2013
JFK REMEMBERED
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By Charles R. Thomas, M.D.

Editor’s Note: This is part 2 of last month’s col-
umn on Red herbal wines.

Foch
Foch is an interspecific red wine with a 

quite diverse heritage. It is grown in the east-
ern U.S. and France. It is rot and cold resistant. 
The wines are foxy, medium dark, with cher-
ry, currants, and mulberry flavors. The best 
wines are from older vines.  

Frontenac
Frontenac is a vinifera hybrid grapevine 

that was cross-bred by the University of Min-
nesota. It is quite cold hardy and resistant to 
fungus and rot. It makes red, rose, and port-
style wines with scents of cherry and berry. 

Nebbiolo
Nebbiolo produces lightly colored red 

wines that can be highly tannic when young 
with scents of roses. As they age, the wines 
take on a characteristic brick-orange hue at 
the rim of the glass and mature to reveal oth-
er aromas and flavors such as violets, tar, wild 
herbs, cherries, raspberries, truffles, tobacco, 

and prunes. Nebbiolo wines can require years 
of aging to balance the tannins with other 
characteristics.
Norton

Norton, a grape cultivar believed to be 
largely derived from Vitis aestivalis, is grown 
in the Midwestern United States, Mid-Atlan-
tic States and northeastern Georgia. Norton 
was first cultivated in Richmond, Virginia and 
is the official grape of the State of Missouri. It 
is arguably the same grape as Cynthiana. No-
table for deep blue-purple pigmentation, the 
skin of Norton grapes has a higher content of 
total anthocyanins than other purple grapes.

Foxy aromas of blackberry jam, elderberry, 
and plum dominate the scanty fruit. Oak, to-
bacco, and mocha bring up the finish.

Food Accompaniments  
Pairing Cabernet Sauvignon with food is 

also a pleasure. Grilled, roasted, and braised 
game and red meat with classic sauces fit well. 
To enumerate the many foods that will taste 
good with Cabernet Sauvignon includes tuna 
(rare), salmon, bacon, beef, duck, foie gras, 
lamb, sausage, squab, wild game such as ven-
ison, turkey, and rabbit. Spices that comple-
ment Cabernet Sauvignon are black pepper, 
garlic, mustard, rosemary, anise, soy sauce, 
and thyme. Cheeses includeaged goat and 

provolone cheese, blue cheese, Camembert, 
Parmesan, and cheddar. Vegetable affinities 
include carrots, eggplant, mushrooms, olives, 
radicchio, squash, and rice.  Also consider 
dark chocolate as a dessert pairing. 

The Bordelais wines will match with any 
food normally served with red wines; hearty 
soups, grilled or roasted meats, especially 
lamb; wild game; rich sauces; northern Ital-
ian dishes; ripe, creamy and firm cheeses; and 
chocolates. 

Charles R. Thomas, M.D. owns Chateau Thomas Winery with 
locations in Plainfield, Fishers, Bloomington and Nashville. 
Contact him at charlest@chateauthomas.com.

Red herbal wines
WINE & DINE

Getting the basics of reds

$25 
OFF

FALL CLEANUP & 
LEAF REMOVAL

One coupon 
per residence. 

Cragen’s Lawn Service  LLC
Proudly serving commercial and residential properties since 1998

Specializing in: Spring Clean-up • Professional Mowing 
• Landscape Design & Installation • Tree & Shrub Planting 
• Retaining Walls • Mulch Refreshing • Deep Core Aeration 

• Lawn Seeding • Hedge Trimming • Maintenance…and more!

(317) 507-3767

FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES 
WORRY FREE • PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

$10 
OFF

SNOW REMOVAL
COMMERCIAL OR RESIDENTIAL

One coupon 
per residence. 

TOGETHER THEY LOST  
MORE THAN 1,000 POUNDS!

Find out how the Lap-Band® 
can make a difference in your life.

YOU

1-877-LAP-CTR1
www.lapcenter.org

AROUND TOWN

Center Grove basketball 
Military Night

The Center Grove vs. Pike varsity basketball 
game will take place Dec. 13, 7 p.m. at Center 
Grove High School.  The Army National Guard 
host a military night, with Drill Sergeant 
Daniel Austin singing the National Anthem. 
The crowd theme will be camo night, veterans 
can to get in the game free with valid id and 
the home team will wear the fatigue national 
guard uniform. For more information, visit 
centergrove.k12.in.us.
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RECIPE
For CG ICON by Family Features

The only thing harder than passing up a de-
licious dish at a party is trying to talk your-
self out of eating holiday leftovers the next 
day. While everyone is entitled to a little in-
dulgence now and then, it’s possible to have 
your traditional turkey and cranberry sand-
wich and eat better too. 

The trick is to cut calories whenever you 
can, and that means making simple swaps. 
Here are a few ideas to get you started:

• The day after a festive meal, stack your 
sandwich high with leftover turkey, lettuce 
and cranberry sauce. But don’t blow it by 
adding a big smear of mayonnaise. Instead, 
top this traditional sandwich with delicious, 
smooth Sabra® Hummus to save fat and calo-
ries.

• If you want to cut a lot of extra carbs out 
of your holiday diet, skip the stuffing. Instead, 
try wild or brown rice with your turkey. 

• Once you’ve filled your plate with cru-
dité instead of a high-calorie appetizer, don’t 
dip carrots and celery sticks in a vat of ranch 
dressing. Try a dip made from Greek yogurt, 
like Sabra Cucumber & Dill Greek Yogurt 
Vegetable Dip. 

• On very special occasions, enjoy a bite or 
two of a truly decadent dessert. Then, switch 
to fruit-based sweets or treat yourself to a sug-
ar-free beverage. 

You may even find yourself a little light-
er and healthier after the holidays. For more 
great snack and recipe ideas, visit sabra.com.  

Holiday Turkey 
Sandwich with Hummus 

and Cranberry
Recipe provided by www.smithbites.com 

Prep time: 10 minutes
Total time: 10 minutes

• 2 slices sourdough or hearty  
country bread

• 1/4 cup Sabra hummus
• 2 leaves bibb or Boston lettuce
• 2 thin slices purple onion

• 2-3 slices leftover turkey,  
sliced about 1/4-inch thick

• 1/4 cup cranberry sauce
• Salt and pepper to taste

Spread both pieces of bread with hummus, 
then layer lettuce, purple onion, turkey, cran-
berry sauce and another layer of lettuce, salt 
and pepper; add top piece of bread, hummus 
side down. 

Hummus 
Mashed Potatoes

Prep time: 15 minutes
Total time: 45 minutes

Yield: 6 servings

• 6 yellow potatoes, or about 5 cups 
peeled and cubed

• 1 1/3 cup Sabra hummus 
• 2 tablespoon olive oil 
• Salt and fresh pepper to taste 
• 2 tablespoon fresh parsley,  

finely chopped
• 1 lemon, cut into 6 wedges

Peel potatoes and place in bowl of water to 
cover to prevent discoloration.

Cut potatoes into 1 1/2-inch cubes and 
place in medium sized pot with enough water 
to cover and 1/4 teaspoon salt.

Bring to boil and simmer over medium heat 
for about 30 minutes, or until fork goes gently 
through potatoes.

Once cooked, drain potatoes and place 
back into pot over medium heat for about 3 
minutes, until moisture comes out of potatoes 
and they appear dry.

Remove from heat. In same pot, start mash-
ing potatoes with masher.

Add 1 1/3 cup hummus, oil, salt and pepper 
to taste. Top with sprinkling of fresh parsley 
and serve with lemon wedge to squeeze over 
top.

Simple swaps to make 
holiday meals better for you

familyfeatures.com
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Expires 12/13/13 Expires 12/13/13 Expires 12/13/13 Expires 12/13/13

By Julie Boutilier 
Cold weather is really here! It is time to come 

in and get cozy around the fire. This is a sea-
son for sharing with family and friends in the 
comfort of your home. When 
planning to host a get-together 
some of the first thoughts one 
may have is to freshen up the 
decor and get their house in 
order. There are many projects 
to do in the summer, but how 
about a good family oriented 
project for cool days indoors. 
A good winter project option 
is to update and freshen up the 
current paint colors. Wheth-
er touching up the trim work, 
painting an accent wall or an 
entire room there are many 
things to consider when mak-
ing paint selections. 

One of the first questions a 
paint supplier will ask is, “Do 
you want oil or water based paint?” Oil is 
great for painting metal surfaces, but for the 
most part in a residential area a water based 
paint would be the best choice. Water based 
paint products have many positive attributes 

such as they dry quickly so the “fresh paint” 
smell can subside before your guests arrive. 
Gary Krieg of Krieg Family Painting, located 
in Greenwood, will attest to the fact that water 
based paints are easier to clean up and work 
with making sure your project goes smoothly.

Another important thing a home owner 
must consider is the many different paint fin-
ish types. Eggshell has a smooth finish and is 
quite often used in a living area. Some things 
to know about eggshell finished paint howev-

er, is that it can reflect a glare as well as show 
any defects the wall may have. A flat paint is 
often chosen in areas where a more vivid color 
is desired such as a red or hot pink to avoid 
the glare as well as in instances where the wall 
is not as smooth. When selecting paint for a 

kitchen, dining room or bath 
area many times a semi-gloss 
finish is selected because of its 
easy clean ability. A soft, damp, 
rag used with gentle care can 
remove many smudges placed 
by little fingers that have been 
enjoying holiday treats.

Make this holiday season 
one of quality family time as 
you tackle projects indoors. 
Fresh paint can excite and re-
fresh your interior spaces 
where you will share many 
quality moments with fam-
ily and friends in the months 
ahead.

SACRED SPACES

Indoors: cool weather project

Merissa Ripley contributed to this column

Julie Boutilier is owner-interior designer of Cornerstone 
Interiors, Greenwood. Contact her at cornerstoneinteriors@
gmail.com or (317) 887-2778.

DISPATCHES
Storytelling in the modern age • Trying to 
get the kids to enjoy a good old fashioned 
fairy tale? One team, The Nosy Crow, has re-
imagined Cinderella in modern times and 
packaged it in a $6 iOS application. – USA To-
day via The Week Sunscreen up – Sunscreen 
is a no-brainer for bright, sunny summer days. 
One thing you may not realize you should do 
is reapply sunscreen to where your sunglasses’ 
rims sit on your cheeks. Reflected light from 
the glasses make those zones of your face eas-
ier to burn. –www.living.msn.com 

Stash the nail polish in the fridge • Manicur-
ist Jin Soon Choi says a good trick for getting 
nail polish to dry faster is by stashing them in 
the fridge. According to Choi the cold temper-
ature in the fridge means having thinner lac-
quers. – www.living.msn.com 

Sangria snap • If you’re making sangria – or 
punch – for a large gathering, there’s an easy 
way to avoid watering it down with ice. Just 
pop grapes in the freezer, and use them to 
keep the drinks cool. – www.familycircle.com

Fashion tip • Trying to look a little slimmer? 
Designer Rachel Roy has a trick that will mask 
the bigger parts of your body. Try wearing a 
blazer that sits below the hips. 

– www.living.msn.com
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Jordan Fischer is a contributing columnist for Center Grove 
ICON. To ask Jordan a grammar question, write him at  
rjfische@gmail.com.

Upgrading:  
Waiting for the best 

By Regina Miller

Q: I have a Windows 8 machine and I am 
hearing a lot about upgrading to Windows 
8.1. Should I do it? 

A. Many times, arguments can be made to 
using the latest version of an operating system 
because it’s perceived as the most secure since 
it’s most current. You may consider holding 
off for the time being on Windows 8.1 as an 
upgrade to Windows 8. Many users are re-
porting the search feature is much slower 
and some of the built-in features are bother-
some.  In our own experience, we have found 
the update ruined the recovery partition on 
more than one machine – so be sure if you do 
make the switch from your current operat-
ing system to Windows 8.1 you have created 
your recovery media and have tested it prior 
to taking the plunge so you are able to rein-
stall the original operating system should the 
need ever arise. 

Q: I want to upgrade my phone and have 
decided to get an iPhone. What is the dif-
ference between iPhone 5s and iPhone 5c.  

A. Besides the availability of colors, there 
are a few key feature differences. First, the col-
ors and prices:  iPhone 5c starts at an MSRP 
of $549 for the basic 16GB model available in 
white, pink, yellow, blue and green.  iPhone 
5s starts at $649 MSRP for 16GB available in 
gold, silver and space gray. Many carriers offer 
a subsidized price with a two-year contract of 
$99 for the iPhone 5c and $199 for the iPhone 
5s.  While both sport better specifications 
than the popular iPhone 4s, iPhone 5s has a 
faster processor than the iPhone 5c. It also 
has a finger print identity sensor – this also 
means replacements screens are expected to 
be much more expensive than for its counter-
part. The camera on the iPhone 5s has several 
added features as well.  It’s a matter of person-
al needs whether the extra features warrant 
the additional cost. 

Regina Miller owns Geek in Pink. Contact her with tech questions at regina@geekinpink.com or (317) 882-1606.

TsT Home Improvement Services LLC 
Tip of the Month
By Tom S. Truesdale

TsT Home Improvement Services LLC
Helping people one job at a time...

317-550-8677
Plainfield, IN • email: thomas_truesdale@yahoo.com

               

 

1 Free Home Improvement Consulting Visit

Residential Renovations • Home Improvement Consulting 
Home Additions • Garages and Detached Buildings 

Interior and Exterior Contracting • Build to Suit
In Home Access and Mobility Solutions • Handyman Services

Tips for selecting the right 
contractor:

The process of soliciting bids, evaluating a 
proposal and selecting a contractor can be 
a complicated process. Here are a few tips 
and things to think about before you hire a 
contractor for your next home improvement 
project.

n Take time to interview and get to  
know each bidding contractor:
1. Relationship and trust is critical.
• Many projects involve work within your 
home, trusting the personal character of your 
contractor is very important.
2. Experience in the industry, how will the 
project be completed?
• The construction industry can be compli-
cated with several layers of subcontractors 
and suppliers. Understanding how your con-
tractor will staff and deliver the project is an 
important detail to cover.
• Beware of the “Jack of all Trades;” he most 
likely will be a master of none.
3. Reputation is very important.
• Ask for references and check with previous 
clients to see how the contractor preformed.

n The lowest price is not always the best:
1. When reviewing quotes, make sure that 
you are comparing “apples to apples” as they 
say; if similar products and materials are not 
being quoted, the amounts may not be com-
parable. If necessary, simply ask your bidding 
contractor to clarify the products and materi-
als they will be providing.
2. Quality of the labor should be considered; 
lowest bid generally doesn’t include the best 
total quality. Remember, “you get what you 
pay for.”
3. Ask for a detailed proposal. The contrac-

tor should 
a l w a y s 
d e s c r i b e 
in written 
detail what they will be providing. It is also 
good to ask what the contractor is excluding.

n Beware of price slashing and  
extended warranties:
1. Warranties are manipulated in many ways.  
Beware!
2. Price slashing is also a way to manipulate 
the project. Beware of what you are purchas-
ing. Check products and level of quality.
3. Beware of out of town contractors. Local 
firms have a much higher stake in their per-
sonal reputation to deliver a successful project.

n Ask questions:
1. No matter how simple or complicated the 
project might seem, the homeowner has the 
right to ask questions. Ask for additional de-
tail, if necessary, and for a written description 
of the scope of work.
2. The contractor should answer every ques-
tion to the best of their ability. If they are not 
able to respond immediately, they should be 
allowed to promptly research and follow up 
with a response.

The selection of a good contractor is key when 
planning and delivering a successful project of 
any size or type. A good contractor should al-
ways have the customers ultimate satisfaction 
in mind. Take your time to select the right 
contractor for your next project. Have a great 
fall season and I hope this months tips are 
helpful. Please do not hesitate to call if you 
have any questions.

GRAMMAR GUY

Jordan Fischer
Grammar Guy

Loan and lend

Question: 
My l5-year-old granddaughter (an AP Eng-

lish student) corrected me yesterday when 
I said, “You loaned me this key-
board—now I’m returning it.” Her 
response: Loan is a noun—you can’t 
use it as a verb—the correct word to 
use in that sentence is lent. Was she 
right? (Harriet Horwitz)

Answer: 
Thanks for writing in, Harriet. 

Sounds like your granddaughter is a 
pretty smart cookie, and I’m glad to 
hear that there is a younger genera-
tion of grammar enthusiasts com-
ing up.

The answer to your question is 
yes, and no. In British Eng-
lish, the verb form of “loan” 
died out a long time ago – 
around the time when Virginia 
was still a colony. However, we kept 
using it here stateside, and it remains en-
tirely standard American English to this day.

There are a few caveats to how we distin-
guish the two words, though. First and fore-
most, “lend” is never a noun in American 
English (I’ve heard it may be used that way 

colloquially in parts of England, but I’m no 
expert on the subject). You can lend some-
one a bicycle or a hand, but you don’t ask for 
a “lend.” 

Second, when acting as a verb, “loan” is 
never used figuratively. You would 
loan someone money, but you 
would lend them a hand. You could 
loan someone artwork, but in put-
ting it up, you would be lending 
their apartment an air of class.

“Lend” can also be used as a re-
flexive verb to mean “to adapt or 
apply oneself readily.” For example, 
a round table lends itself to discus-
sions. You get the picture.

As far as “loaned” and “lent,” they 
are the past tense forms of “loan” 
and “lend,” respectively. The same 

rules apply. 
The bottom line is: If you 

use “loan” always as a noun, 
and “lend” always as a verb, 

you will never be wrong. If you 
choose to use “loan” as a verb: Keep 

it literal – and bask in the joy of upholding 
an American linguistic tradition. 

TECH SAVVY



CENTER GROVE

Center Grove Branch • 1604 South State Road 135 • Greenwood
Misty Faulkner, Branch Manager

Chicago’s Pizza is the official Indiana 
Members Credit Union/Center Grove ICON 
Teacher of the Month Pizza Party Supplier

Teacher 
of the Month

CENTER GROVE

Mrs. Barth
By Ava Miner
5th Grade

Sugar Grove Elementary

Kids send your name, address and telephone number along with a 100-word summary of why your teacher should be 
honored as the Indiana Members Credit Union/Center Grove Icon Teacher of the Month to teacher@myicon.info. The 
deadline for nominations for the December-January Indiana Members Credit Union/ Center Grove Icon Teacher of the 
Month is November 29, 2013. Your teacher could win a $100 gift card and your class will win a pizza party compliments 
of Chicago’s Pizza. Please take time to nominate a deserving teacher from Center Grove.

Hi, my name is Ava Miner. I am in fifth 
grade. I would like to nominate my teacher, 
Mrs. Barth at Sugar Grove Elementary for 
teacher of the month. Here is why. Mrs. 
Barth is so nice and understanding. She will 
ask if you need help and she will help you, 
and also make it very clear! Mrs. Barth is the 
most greatest teacher EVER! She has animals 
in her room and we get to learn about them. 
They are very interesting! Mrs. Barth should 
also be nominated as teacher of the month 
because if I had to pick my most favorite 
teacher at Sugar Grove, that would totally 
have to be Mrs. Barth. She has inspired me 
so much. I look up to her because she is one 
of the nicest most sweetest people I have 
ever met. Please pick Mrs. Barth as the 
teacher of the month, she will appreciate it 
and so will I. 

Jodi Barth stands with Ava Minor in their 5th 
grade class at Sugar Grove Elementary.

Mrs. Barth’s class will soon celebrate their pizza party. See the photos in the next 
issue. Pictured are students enjoying a pizza party at Saints Francis and Clare 
Catholic School celebrating Mrs. Kelley as the Sept-Oct Teacher of the Month.
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For CG ICON by David Pfeiffer
With basketball scheduled to tip off Nov. 

26 at Franklin, 7:30 p.m., we thought we’d pull 
out a basketball photo of yesteryear. 

Featured in the photograph is the Center 
Grove High School basketball team and coach 

from 1922. The Johnson County Museum of 
History’s yearbook archives only date back to 
1923, so no statistics are available for this year. 

Submitted Photo

Pictured from left, Corlett Calvert, unknown, Bill Mullinix, Ray Scott,  
Vincent Shufflebarger, Frank Thomas and other unidentified players.

Old school Center Grove basketball

David Pfeiffer is the curator at the Johnson County Museum 
of History.

CG finalizes sale of Old 
West Grove Elementary

Center Grove Community School Corpora-
tion has finalized the sale of the West Grove 
Elementary School building located at 5800 
W. Smith Valley Rd., Greenwood, to Southland 
Community Church. The school closed at the 
end of the 2009-10 school year. The church had 
been leasing the facility from the school cor-
poration since the summer of 2010. The Cen-
ter Grove Board of School Trustees approved 
the sale of the building for approximately 
$670,000. Southland agreed to the terms of 
the purchase agreement which include a re-
version clause prohibiting Southland from op-
erating a K-12 school or selling to another en-
tity that would operate a K-12 school in direct 
competition with Center Grove. Center Grove 
will deposit the proceeds from the sale into 
the corporation’s Rainy Day Fund. 

Center Grove’s Jack Parker 
named District 9 Middle 

School Principal of the Year
On Nov. 24, the Indiana Association of School 
Principals will recognize Jack Parker, former 
principal at Center Grove Middle School, 
as the 2013 Middle School Principal from 
IASP District 9. The award will be presented 
at a luncheon at the Indianapolis Marriott 
Hotel, 6:30 p.m. District Secondary Assistant 
Principals are elected by their peers. One 
principal is honored from each of 12 districts. 
For more information, visit iasp.org.

CG ARCHITECTURE & HISTORYCenter Grove’s 
Motsenbocker chosen 

for All-American  
Marching Band

The National Association for Music Educa-
tion has chosen Alex Motsenbocker, a Cen-
ter Grove High 
School senior, 
for the 2014 U.S. 
Army All-Amer-
ican Marching 
Band. Motsen-
bocker is a bass 
drummer with 
CGHS’ marching 
band. Motsen-
bocker is one 
of 125 students 
selected from 
across the na-
tion based on 
their outstand-
ing musician-
ship, marching skill, academic standing, lead-
ership potential and maturity. As part of his 
selection, he will receive an all-expenses paid 
trip to San Antonio where he will participate 
in the half-time show for the U.S. Army All 
American Bowl at the Alamodome. For more 
information, visit goarmy.com/events/aab un-
der “Marching Band.”

CGCSC school board offers 
Arkanoff new contract 

The Center Grove Community School 
Corporation (CGCSC) Board of School Trustees 
has offered a new contract to Superintendent 
Rich Arkanoff. The Board extended the offer to 
Mr. Arkanoff based on several considerations 
including the improved academic and 
financial health of the district during his 
tenure, his leadership on strategic planning 
initiatives, and the “Highly Effective” rating he 
received during his annual review.

CG receives $50,000 grant 
for school resource officer  

The State of Indiana awarded Center Grove 
Community School Corporation a $50,000 
grant through its Secured School Safety Grant 
Program. Center Grove schools will use the 
grant to cover the costs of its school resource 
officers (SRO). The district’s police department 
includes three full-time SROs and a K-9 drug-
detecting dog. The Center Grove grant was 
among $9 million in funding approved by 
the Indiana Secured School Safety Board 
for award to local schools and school 
corporations. To qualify for a $50,000 grant, 
the school or coalition must have an average 
daily membership of at least 1,000 students. 

Center Grove Alternative 
Academy CARE Pantry 

needs donations 
 
The Halloween storm impacted the annual 
CGHS Student Government (STUGO) Trick-
or-Treat for Cans event. The Center Grove 
Alternative Academy CARE Pantry anticipated 
3,000-4,000 cans, but received only 1,400. The 
shelves are nearly bare as demand outpaces 
donations. For the first time in four years, the 
pantry had to close early last Friday because the 
food ran out before all of the families waiting in 
line could be served. The pantry is seeing the 
need steadily increase since opening on Oct. 
30, 2009. The number of families requesting 
assistance this year increased by 213 (741 
people) from the previous year. Last year, 
1,341 families (4,548 people) were served.  
The CARE Pantry is run by students of Center 
Grove Alternative Academy and is open every 
Friday afternoon when school is in session 
from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Call Terry Lain at 
(317) 885-5242 to arrange a drop-off time at 
the academy. Send checks to the CARE Pantry 
in care of Center Grove Alternative Academy, 
2911 S. Morgantown Road, Greenwood, IN 
46143-8537. Checks should be made out to 
Center Grove Education Foundation with a 
reference to CARE Pantry in the memo line. 

30 Years 
Experience 

Independent 
Agent

(317)889-3900
cindy@cindywilkinsins.com

www.cindywilkinsins.com

Cindy Wilkins Insurance Agency, INC
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE!

AUTO – HOME – LIFE

Agents: Cindy Wilkins, Karen Tonte,  
Grady Howard, Bruce Gale, Ashlee Byrd

Readers of the Center Grove ICON are encouraged to send news and information 
for the Southside. Please direct correspondence to: news@myICON.info.
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Question of the month: 
Connect with us on facebook 

at: https://www.facebook.com/
CenterGroveICON

Q: What are you thankful for?

“I’m thankful for my 
faith, my family and my 
freedom right now. I’m 
thankful to have a job, 
even though it’s part-
time, I still have it.”

~ Lynne Poe, 46142

“I’m really thankful for 
Strange Brew, Toni and 
Dan Carr. I’ve worked 
for them for seven years. 
I’m thankful for the at-
mosphere. It’s almost 
like Cheers in here, 
getting to know every-
one. It’s nice to feel like 
you’re a part of where 
you live, in your community.”

~ Carly Purvis, 46142

“I’m thankful for my 
wife Angie. I’m thank-
ful for my brothers and 
sisters and family. I’m 
thankful for the sup-
port here in Greenwood 
for my business and 
I’m thankful for good 
health. Also thankful for 
all the United States vet-
erans who served our country.”

~ Ron Hackney, 46412

“I am attorney in Center 
Grove and I’m thank-
ful for the Center Grove 
community for giv-
ing me the opportunity 
to practice here and to 
have an office. We have 
a lot of clients coming 
in and I’m thankful that 
people keep coming. I’m 
also thankful that despite the outside econo-
my we are able to sustain our office here. It is 
growing.”

~ Alex Krasutsky, Center Grove

FACE to FACE

By Nicole Davis
A handful of children laughed and joked as 

Drill Sergeant Daniel Austin reads a book to 
them at the White River Township library on 
Nov. 11. The Johnson County Public Library 
and Operation Military Kids celebrated mili-
tary families at the White River branch with 
reading done by Gerardo Sanchez and Austin. 

“It’s a special day,” says Don Tewell, veteran 
and Greenwood resident who came to the li-

brary with his granddaughter. “It was a very 
nice (event). (He laughs,) Anyone who knows 
anything about drill sergeants knows they’re 
not usually that nice.”

Children got a good laugh out of Austin 
as he pretended to misread the book and in-
volved the children in the story. After two 
books, the children helped post pictures of 
their veteran heroes onto craft paper provided 
by the library. They then placed their pictures 
on the Wall of Heroes in the library. 

Learn more at jcplin.org.

FOCUS

Wall of Heroes
White River Township library celebrates  

Veteran’s Day with military families

Top, Gerardo Sanchez and Drill Sergeant Daniel Austin read books about military families to children at the White 
River Township branch library. From left back, Sanchez, Austin, Christian Henninger, Bella Tewell and Sophia 
Raman. Left, Families placed photographs of their loved ones who have served in the military on the Wall of 
Heroes at the White River Township branch library. Bottom, Barbara Tewell watches her granddaughter Bella 
Tewell put together some arts and crafts provided by the White River Township branch library to place on the 
Wall of Heroes.

Photos by Nicole Davis



November 16 – December 13, 2013   15Center Grove ICON   myICON.info Our Iconic COMMUNITY

WHERE WE DINEAN OPTION

BEHIND BARS

Wang Cai
The scoop: Do you want your favorite 
Chinese dishes but don’t want to leave your 
home? Call Wang Cai. Wang Cai serves the 
most popular Chinese, Hunan Chinese, and 
spicy Szechuan Chinese dishes and they also 
deliver. This family owned restaurant cover 
most of the Southside. For those who have 
special dietary requests, they offer several 
dishes steamed instead of stir-fried and there 
is plenty on the menu for vegetarians and 
vegans. 

Type of food: Chinese food

Price of entrees: $5 to $9. 

Specialties: Szechuan (Sichuan) specialties 
including spicy chicken, beef, pork, and duck. 

Recommendation: Dragon Phoenix Delight. 

Hours: Mon.- Thurs: 10:30 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Fri. 
and Sat. 10:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.; Sun. 11:30 
a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Location: 209 S. State Rd. 135 in Greenwood. 

Phone: (317) 888-8595

LeeAnn Munger, Ing 
Financial Partners, Inc. in 
Greenwood. 

Where do you like 
to dine? The Stacked 
Pickle

What do you like to eat 
there? I had their Philly 
(a roast beef sandwich 
with sauteed mushrooms, onions, green 
peppers, and provolone cheese). 

What do you like about this place? It has 
a nice atmosphere and is a new place in the 
area to go for lunch. They were also very 
friendly and outgoing.

Stacked Pickle is located 172 Melody Lane  
of Greenwood.  Phone is (317) 300-9462.

Louietini
Bartender: Jenny 
Mulinaro of Louie’s 
Bar and Grill at Stones 
Crossing, 2800 State Rd. 
135 in Greenwood, Ind.

Ingredients and 
directions: Combine 
1 oz., Melon Vodka, ½ 
oz. Raspberry Liquor, 
a splash of Sprite, 
and frozen lemonade. Shake and serve in a 
martini glass. 

Photos by
Brian Ruckle

“Want to see  
pictures from  

our Fall Fun Fest!  
Take a look here: 
facebook.com/

mountpleasantcc
Go to: Photos/Albums/Fall Fun Fest 2013

MountPleasantCC
@mpccgreenwood
posted on November 7

TWEET of the MONTH

Kung Pao Chicken at Wang Cai

Middle school salute
Center Grove Middle School North holds annual Veteran’s 

Day program honoring staff and students’ family members

By Nicole Davis
More than 140 veterans were introduced 

on Nov. 8 by their family members – staff 
and students of Center Grove Middle School 
North. As part of CGMSN’s annual Veteran’s 
Day program, members of the community 
were invited to attend the celebration.

“We are here to honor and show respect 
not only to the 
soldier, but the 
person behind 
the uniform,” 
said teacher, 
Rick Miller as 
he gave the final 
tribute. 

During this 
year’s event, the 
Sons of Revolu-
tion Flag Corps 
gave a Presenta-
tion of Colors, 
students read 
essays about 
what freedom 
means to them, 
former student 
and high school 
senior Alex 
Aukerman spoke of his thankfulness to the 
veterans and why he will attend military acad-
emy next year and Steve Hardwick and Duane 
Hodgin spoke about their book WWII Duty, 
Honor, Country.

The social studies department began orga-
nizing the annual program a couple of years 
after the school opened in 2003 as a way to 

honor veterans and educate students simulta-
neously. Scott Johnson, principal, recognized 
all of the staff that has helped to put togeth-
er the program. Among those mentioned was 
Rita Wiley for her participation since the be-
ginning. Wiley will retire this year.

 “I’m delighted that once again I had the op-
portunity to organize this to honor our veter-
ans,” Wiley said. “It’s been wonderful to work 
with the department. The school as a whole 

has taken this on with community outreach, 
which initially that wasn’t the intention.”

Johnson said that the department begins 
planning the next year’s event as soon as this 
one ends, which is no exaggeration. Wiley says 
through speaking with veterans that attended 
this year, they already have a potential speaker 
for 2014.

FEATURE

Veterans of the United States Army stand while Center Grove Middle School North band and choir played the 
military branch’s song. Veterans were invited by students to attend the Nov. 11 program.

The Sons of the Revolution Flag Corps gave a Presentation of Colors in the beginning of the 
Veteran’s Day program held at Center Grove Middle School North.

Photos by Nicole Davis



Big Earl’s
CATERING

• Banquet Specialist
• Weddings
• Graduations

• Reunions
• Anniversaries
• Meetings

Earl Stamatkin, Owner
Cell: (317) 938-0450

Email: stamatkin38@yahoo.com

We Cook Hot ... 
Right on the SPOT!
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Protect Your Privacy Online • This program 
will teach how to manage Facebook priva-
cy settings and understand how Facebook 
and other services use personal information. 
| When: Nov. 19, 7 p.m. | Where: White River 
Branch, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: 
Call (317) 885-1330 or visit jcplin.org.

Letters to Sala • The Center Grove Theatre 
Department presents Letters to Sala, the story 
of a young woman’s life, friendships and love 
in a Nazi labor camp. Letters to Sala is based 
on the true story of Sala Garncarz Kirschner, 
a Polish Jew who spent five years in seven la-
bor Nazi labor camps as a teenager during 
World War II.| When: Nov. 21 and 23, 7:30 p.m. 
and Nov. 24, 2 p.m. | Where: CGHS Performing 
Arts Center, 2717 S. Morgantown Rd. | Cost: $5 
for adults, $4 for students and children. | Info: 
Contact Angie Ward, (317) 410-2060, Psych-
ward4@gmail.com.

Hanging of the Greens • Worship at Center 
Grove Presbyterian Church at normal worship 
times and plan to participate in decorating 
the church for the Advent and Christmas sea-
son. Return for The Great Game Show. | When: 
Nov. 24, 8:30 a.m. worship, 12:15 decorations 
and 4:30 p.m. game show. | Where: 2340 S. 
State Rd. 135, Greenwood. | Info: Visit center-
grovechurch.org.

Miss Hoosier Christmas • White River Pag-
eant Productions will host a Christmas pag-
eant titled Miss Hoosier Christmas. Attire in-
cludes formal dress, Christmas dress and 
holiday themed outfit. No “glitz.” A sash and 
trophy will be awarded to the contestant who 
brings the most canned goods to donate to 
a local food pantry. | When: Dec. 7, 1-4 p.m. 
Registration ends Nov. 30. | Where: Caribbe-
an Cove Hotel and Waterpark, 3850 Depauw 
Blvd., Indianapolis. | Cost: $50 deposit, $20 at 
door. | Info: Visit Whiteriverpageantproduc-
tions.com.

Holiday Cards & Gift Tags • Spend an eve-
ning creating holiday cards and a gift tag. All 
materials will be provided, but please bring 
a pair of scissors. | When: Dec. 2, 7-8 p.m. | 
Where: White River Branch, 1664 Library Blvd., 
Greenwood. | Info: Call (317) 885-1330 or visit 
jcplin.org.

Happy Birthday, Walt Disney! • Learn about 
Disney and have activities, a craft and a birth-
day treat. Participants can come dressed as 
their favorite Disney character. Attendee must 
be between K and 5th grades. | When: Dec. 3, 
4:30 – 5:30 p.m. | Where: White River Branch, 
1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Call 
(317) 885-1330 or visit jcplin.org.

CALENDAR

COMMUNITY
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It’s sim
ply the best....I cannot tell a lie.....It’s sim

ply the best...

1011 N. State Rd. 135
Greenwood, IN • (317) 865-8844

It’s simply the best....I cannot tell a lie.....

It’s simply the best....I cannot tell a lie.....

Buy 5 Ice Cream 
Cupcakes

Offer Expires 
12/31/13GET 1 FREE

Dine & Save on 
the Southside!

Call 300-8782 
to advertise next month!

MENUS

Community Ministry Center • The grand 
opening celebration for the Community 
Ministry Center at Mount Pleasant Christian 
Church is rescheduled. A ribbon cutting will 
take place followed by tours and refresh-
ments. | When: Dec. 10, noon. | Where: 381 N. 
Bluff Rd., Greenwood.| Info: Visit mpcc.info.

Stuntology • Sam Bartlett will demonstrates 
and teach an assortment of stunts and tricks 
that will amaze. Learn how to balance a 
broom on the end of your finger, turn a pen-

cil into rubber, or make a ping pong ball float 
above your head. | When: Dec. 13, 4-5 p.m. | 
Where: White River Branch, 1664 Library Blvd., 
Greenwood. | Info: Call (317) 
885-1330 or visit jcplin.org.

Tropics in December: A 
Steel Drum Concert • Kent 
Arnsbarger will perform the 
music of the isles on his steel 
drums. All ages are welcome 
at this tropical show. | When: 

Dec. 16, 6:30-7:30 p.m. | Where: White River 
Branch, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: 
Call (317) 885-1330 or visit jcplin.org.

Onsite  -  Online/Proxibid  -  E-Bay Consignment

*Equal or Lesser Value. May not be combined  
with any other coupons/offers.

Greenwood
2550 South St. Rd. 135

(Just North of 135  
and Stones Crossing)

(317) 530-2607

Camby
10302 Prosperity Circle

(Just West of 67  
and Heartland Blvd.)

(317) 455-1419

BOGO 
50% OFF

$1499

Large 1 topping  traditional 
crust pizza and an order of 

breadsticks

Like us on Facebook! Exp: 12/13/2013

2 N State  
Rd #135

Bargersville, IN
317.422.8114

Readers of the Center Grove ICON are encouraged to send news, events and information 
for the Southside. Please direct correspondence to: news@myICON.info.
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Painting with pop culture
Brian Aldridge and Chase Kahlo have re-

purposed everything from old records, card-
board and mirrors, painting them with imag-
es from various pop culture. What began as a 
shared interest between two friends working 
at Half Price Books in Greenwood has grown 
into a desire to sell their artwork and make it 
a full-time or at least part-time job – in just a 
little more than a year.

“We kind of started doing this getting into 
graffiti and street art but not wanting to do 
graffiti and street art,” Aldridge says. “This was 
the compromise, finding things and items we 

really love and are into like comic books, sci-
ence fiction, fantasy and horror. We just put it 
out there, not doing anything for other peo-
ple, just doing it for us. It just kind of hit the 
ground running.”

Aldridge and Kahlo aim to soon begin sell-
ing their work on their Web site, aerosoulpro-
ject.com, and open a storefront eventually. 
For now, their work can be found locally at 
Strange Brew Coffee at 4800 W. Smith Valley 
Rd., Greenwood. Aldridge and Kahlo travel to 
conventions throughout the year, selling their 
work. The next large convention will be Indy 

Pop Con in Indianapolis beginning May 30.
“My favorite part is seeing people’s reac-

tions to it,” Aldridge says. “It’s nice to know 
when they are a fan of something that’s very 
niche and cliquey like sci-fi and horror and 
stuff. Like Dr. Who; people are crazy about 
it… I’ve noticed especially at conventions, 
people come up to us and say this is really 
cool stuff. You can tell they are genuinely in-
terested.”

Brian Aldridge and Chase Kahlo combine  
their talents with Aero Soul Project

ARTIST PROFILE
Name: The Aero-Soul Project (Brian Al-
dridge & Chase Kahlo)

Art medium: Spray Paint and Stencils

Art education: Self-taught

When did you begin creating art? Collec-
tively, the two of us have always been cre-
ating. If it wasn’t drawing/tracing Batman 
comics for fun or later decoupaging a table. It 
wasn’t until we were aware that THIS is what 
we both were working towards, that we de-
cided to come together.

Is your art your primary means of living? If 
not, tell us what you do professionally? We 
both work at Half Price Books but, we attend 
conventions and art fairs to peddle our wares. 
Hopefully, one day...

What does your art represent to you? It 
represents nostalgia, childhood, and remem-
bering where you came from.

What inspires you to create your artwork? 
Passion behind a good idea. Because of the 
medium, our pieces are always evolving. An 
idea can come from anywhere. Whether its 

binge watching Breaking Bad or reading a 
Stephen King novel.

What do you hope to have art appreciators 
take with them from your artwork? This 
used to be a thing we did for ourselves so, it’s 
a culmination of pop culture, upbringing and 
the zeitgeist that our subjects get funneled 
through. It’s been overwhelming the amount 
of people who are into it and have our similar 
taste.

What art inspires you? We’re big comic 
book fiends. So, we draw a lot of influence 
from comics. Guys like, Skottie Young, Phil 
Noto, Jack Kirby, and Jim Steranko to name 
a few. But, even film, television, and video 
games inspire. Stuff like Godzilla, The Walk-
ing Dead, and Halo are all represented with 
us. I, personally draw a huge influence from 
the artists at mondotees and gallery1988.

Awards and honors: None yet.

Organizations you are associated with: 
aerosoulproject.com, we have some big stuff 
lined up for our near future!

Compiled by Nicole Davis

Honeybadger

Lady Loki

Heisenberg & Pinkman

From back Chase Kahlo and Brian Aldridge at Half Price Books in Greenwood duging Dr. Who Day.
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Save Over $1,800 For a Funeral?
WOULD YOU DRIVE 3 MORE MILES TO

GREENWOOD CHAPEL
481 West Main Street & Highway 31  

Greenwood, IN 46142
Conveniently located at US 31 & Main Street

(317) 881-2514 •  wilsonstpierre.com Funeral Service & Crematory
C A R I N G  S I N C E  18 97

t. Pierre
Wilson

“The best doesn’t have to cost you more;  in fact it may cost you less.”

Compare us to other funeral homes. Funeral prices at two of 
the Center Grove area funeral homes are the highest in Johnson 
County. They offer high prices, and then discount them later 
to hook you in. We offer you low prices ALL the time, preneed 
OR at-need. As Greenwood’s oldest family-owned funeral home 
we live here and are proud to call Greenwood ‘home’. The St. 
Pierre family and staff of licensed Funeral Directors are available 
24-7 to answer any question. Thank you for allowing us to serve 
you faithfully since 1897.
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By Lori D. Lowe
I sincerely hope that the happiest year of 

your marriage is THIS year, but a recent Brit-
ish survey of 2,000 
married people 
suggests that year 
three was the hap-
piest year in their 
marriages. 

In the study, the 
first year of mar-
riage followed 
year three as the 
next happiest, with 
the couple bask-
ing in the newly-
wed glow, while 
year two was spent 
getting to know 
one another bet-
ter. The study sug-
gests year three 
marks the success 
of learning to deal 
with one anoth-
er’s imperfections, as well as some occasional 
doubts. By year three, discussions of having 

children often occur, helping to solidify the 
relationship. 

What was the toughest year in their mar-
riage? According to the study, the fifth year 
was the most difficult due to feelings of ex-
haustion, financial worries, stress of caring for 

children, and con-
flict over division 
of work/chores. 

The good news 
is that the couples 
who continued to 
work on the mar-
riage found year 
seven to be the 
point at which, 
when obstacles are 
overcome—such 
as unbalanced sex 
drives, different 
hobbies or social 
pre ference s —it 
paves the way for 
a long-term and 
happy marriage. 
Half of respon-
dents say their 

wedding day was the happiest day of their life.
All that being said, the data should not be 

seen as exactly relating to every marriage but 

rather a trend. Frequently, it appears, once we 
settle into marriage and get to know one an-
other, marriage can be blissfully happy (yay!). 
Then, when differing expectations, family de-
mands, and workloads collide with the ro-
mantic side of the relationship, it takes some 
effort to overcome problems and remain com-
mitted. Marriage has ups and downs, and of-
ten after going through troubled times or cri-
ses, couples gain a stronger bond. 

For couples who decide they married the 
wrong person and move on to someone new, 
they may become blissfully happy for another 
very brief period, but they will end up in the 
same place a few years down the road with a 
new person. However, for the majority of cou-
ples who get past this stage, marriage can be-
come a long and happy union. 

Whatever stage you are in, work to stick to-
gether. We may blame our spouse for stress 
that is external to the relationship. Instead 
of thinking your spouse has changed, realize 
your situation may be very different from the 
days of dating. Work to keep communication 
open and positive. 

Lori D. Lowe is a marriage blogger at MarriageGems.com. Her 
book First Kiss to Lasting Bliss: Hope & Inspiration for Your 
Marriage is available on Amazon.com and in all e-book for-
mats. Lori and her husband of 18 years live in Indianapolis 
with their two children.

Recalling the happiest year of your marriage
MARRIAGE

DISPATCH
Get the gel out • Celebrity colorist Kyle White 
knows a quick trick for getting built-up product 
out of your hair; you just need to crush an 
aspirin. Mix it with shampoo, and you’re good. 
Just remember to “always follow any clarifying 
treatment with a deep conditioner to replace 
lost moisture.” – www.walgreens.com 

Draw the eye • An easy solution to draw a 
person’s eye from your midsection – you just 
have to pick your outfit right. A solid T-shirt 
or blouse paired with prints could help you 
achieve this. –www.living.msn.com 

Deodorize at night • There’s a better way to 
beat perspiration during the summer. Put your 
deodorant or antiperspirant on before going 
to bed. This gives it more time to soak in, and 
you’ll avoid streaks. –www.living.msn.com 

Buying American • Many are fashion 
conscious, but are they conscious about 
where their fashion comes from? Esquire’s 
American-Made Style shopping guide gives 25 
recommendations for U.S. fashion. 

–www.esquire.com 

Different route • Try having a different take 
on the regular old wedding guestbook at your 
special occasion. Stylish and fun posters can be 
purchased for your guests to sign. 

– www.glo.msn.com 



The presses have been steadily 

running for the past 85 years!

The year 2013 marks a milestone for The Southside Times as it celebrates its 85th anniversary. To celebrate, we 
are changing the format of the newspaper that will feature a product that is easier to hold and easier to read. 

We look forward to sharing your milestone 85-year related stories, not only stories about The Southside Times 
but also the people that make up The Southside Times - you, our readers. If you have a contribution, please 
email us at 85@ss-times.com. 

We’d love to hear from you!
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Studio You Yoga co-owner Kimberley Williams cuts the burlap opening their new business at 
862 South State Road 135 Suite I in Greenwood. Pictured from the left, Terrie Purdy, Williams 
and Co-owner Lori Davis. 

Studio You Yoga opens on the Southside

Bickford of Greenwood celebrated a grand opening and open house on Nov. 7 at 3021 Stella 
Dr. just off of South State Road 135 in Greenwood. The Senior Assisted Living/Retirement 
Community features 58 apartments.

Bickford opens new senior/assisted living community

The Greater Greenwood Chamber of Commerce welcomed Dr. Kevin Storm to the Southside 
with a ribbon cutting at Storm Chiropractic Clinic, 622 N. Madison Ave. #9 in Greenwood. He was 
joined by his wife Marie Storm, and parents Dr. Richard and Carol Storm. 

Storm Chiropractic opens on the Southside

White River Township 
resident Kelson Cart-
er recently completed 
Backflow Tester Training 
Approved by The Indi-
ana Department of Envi-
ronmental Management 
and is now certified to 
complete annual inspec-
tions on all Residential 
and Commercial Backflow Prevention Assem-
blies to determine safe operation. Kelson is a 
Licensed Plumbing Contractor in the State of 
Indiana and is a 3rd generation Plumber.  He 
works in the family business with his parents, 
Jamie and Lisa Carter at Carter’s My Plumber 
in Greenwood.

Kelson Carter  
certified to determine  

safety operations

Dr. Erin Buck becomes 
COVD Fellow 

The International Examination and 
Certification Board (IECB) of the College of 
Optometrists in Vision Development (COVD) 
has certified Dr. Erin Buck of Greenwood 
as a Fellow of the College (FCOVD) at 
the association’s annual meeting held in 
October in Orlando, Fla. Dr. Buck was one 
of 14 optometrists awarded Fellow status 
by the IECB in 2013. The Fellow certification 
process serves to identify individuals who 
are prepared to offer state-of-the-art clinical 
services in behavioral and developmental 
vision care, optometric vision therapy and 
vision rehabilitation. All Fellows are Board 
certified in vision development and therapy 
and offer functional and preventative vision 
care services to their patients.

Franciscan Alliance will  
eliminate 925 full-time positions

The state’s second-largest hospital system, Franciscan Alliance, announced at the end of Oc-
tober they were to eliminate 925 full-time positions through a mix of layoffs, reduced hours, 
retirements and attrition. The Mishawaka-based Catholic organization, which operates three 
hospitals in the Indianapolis area, said it is trying to cut expenses by as much as $500 million, or 
20 percent. Most other hospitals around Indiana are doing the same. To reach that goal, Francis-
can will also cut benefits for its remaining 19,000 employees. Franciscan will freeze managers’ 
salaries next year, institute higher employee contributions for health insurance, eliminate its 
match of employee retirement savings, and place its more recent hires on a defined contribu-
tion retirement plan, rather than the hospital’s traditional pension. Of the 925 positions cut, 275 
will come through layoffs. Most of those employees, including 83 in the Indianapolis-area, were 
both notified and dismissed.

Franciscan St. Francis 
Health appoints director  

of environmental services

Readers of the Center Grove ICON 
are encouraged to send 

news, events and information 
for the Southside. 

Please direct 
correspondence to: 

news@myICON.info.

Melvin L. Garrett was recently appointed di-
rector of environmental services for Fran-
ciscan St. Francis Health. Garrett has been a 
manager in that department for five years. 
He succeeds Margaret Ferry, who recently an-
nounced her retirement after 26 years of ser-
vice. Before coming to Franciscan St. Francis, 
Garrett was manager of environmental ser-
vices at Ball Memorial Hospital in Muncie and 
held similar roles with other industries in Cen-
tral Indiana. Board-certified in hazard control 
management, Garrett has led and participat-
ed in various hospital-related environmental 
services training programs. A member of the 
International Executive Housekeeping Asso-
ciation, Garrett is a veteran of the Indiana Na-
tional Guard.

 BUSINESS LEADER Extra
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Feeling overwhelmed? The war for top talent  
is real, even with high unemployment.

707 South Madison Ave., Suite Q 
Greenwood, IN 46143

(317) 888-5700

expressindysouth.com

find The sharpesT needle

in The sTack.

Howard Hubler
Columnist

Howard Hubler can be reached at howard@hubler.com.

Last month, I wrote about my new favorite 
topic, the Mr. Fixit guys on cable TV. Yes, we 
are defaulting on our national debt and Syr-
ia is playing games with poison gasses, and 
me? I am enthralled with “Mr. Fix this Bar” 
or some other idiotic show dedi-
cated to turning bad merchants into 
good ones. One of the hats that I 
wear is that of a professional busi-
ness consultant. I can just hear me 
now screaming to some small busi-
ness owner and his staff at the top of 
my lungs that all in the company are 
just coasting along for a paycheck, 
and no one is really committed to 
customer handling but the high 
school intern. His only reason to be 
there is to get out of study hall and 
get a recommendation on his high 
school transcript record. Then on Friday, I ask 
this guy for a paycheck. Only on TV.

Once you watch the show, at the end there 
is a follow-up on the bar or restaurant or 
whatever you just watched as to how it is do-
ing some several months later. Well, the show 
tells you that you can go online and get a fol-
low-up to the follow-up. I did just that. It be-

came quite evident that you can group all of 
the owners and their businesses in the “Yes, I 
get it!” or the “No, I don’t have a clue” group. 
Let’s talk about the latter folks. Here is where 
we can all learn from the mistakes of others. 
After doing things right for a while, by train-
ing employees to be better at dealing with 
customers, and food handling processes, old 

habits just creep back into the busi-
nesses. 

One Italian restaurant made 
its own pasta 25 years ago when 
“Mom” ran the show. Once she re-
tired, box pasta crept into the Italian 
restaurant. Today, there are more 
dining choices and new highways 
making driving to a different part 
of town to sample the local bill of 
fare easier than in Mom’s day. You 
have to be on the top of your game 
to “turn your tables” three times on 
the week end, and one time through 

the week. It is a fine line between a line at the 
front door and an empty restaurant. The show 
host showed the restaurateur how to monitor 
the 55-gallon garbage can. If more food went 
into the can than into doggie bags, you have a 
problem. Yep, this was the case in the Italian 
joint. We can read the online comments from 
the guests, the good and bad. Things like, “The 

pasta used to taste like rubber, then it tasted 
good, and now it tastes like rubber again. Me 
and my family are off to the Olive Garden, 
enough of this place.” You have to ask yourself, 
“This owner almost went out of business, did 
he learn anything on the journey?” The show 
hosts reorganization of the business, along 
with a new menu and fancy ways to make 
the customer happy were the only things that 
averted a closed restaurant. It almost became 
the Mount Fuji Japanese Steak House! 

Now, you have to ask yourself why? I could 
cite several other examples of regression back 
into the “old way” of doing business besides 
boxed pasta. Yes, this is after the old way run-
ning a business almost put the guy and his 
family into the poor house. I have come to one 
conclusion. Besides just dumb luck, which 
trumps smart management any day, there 
are truly these people who relentlessly try to 
make their business better daily. How does 
the Lexus commercial say it, “The relentless 
pursuit of perfection”?  Then there are other 
people who should be working for wages and 
let others dare to be great. These people are 
as they say, “uncoachable.” They have been in 
the restaurant business for say 20 years, but it 
has been one year of experience 20 times over. 
If you come on a national TV show, and the 
host makes you look like a buffoon, exposes 

roaches everywhere, tastes your food and in 
front of you and the kitchen staff tells the na-
tional audience that the food taste like mush, 
and you don’t crawl under the stainless steel 
table, I begin to wonder if there is any hope for 
you. Then to go back to the old ways, well you 
were “dead on arrival.”

You know the final paragraph drill, how 
does this story relate to you? In the interest 
of space in the paper, and the desire not to kill 
another tree, this all makes me think of the 
paper weight that was on my desk for sever-
al years. The quote on it was attributed to a 
person who got under my skin, but he made 
a billion dollars, Ted Turner. The weight read, 
“Lead, follow, or get out of the way!” Those are 
our roles in the world of business. What role 
do you play? 

PEER TO PEER

Follower, leader or trailblazer… determine your own future

Somerset CPAs is an accounting and consulting �rm that is passionate about 
the success of our clients, employees, community and profession. Our teams of 
industry specialists will work with you to help you achieve and surpass your 
�nancial goals.

- Architecture/Engineering
- Agribusiness
- Construction
- Dealerships
- Dental

- Entrepreneurial
- Enterprise Valuations
- Health Care
- Manufacturing & Distribution
- Real Estate

3925 River Crossing Parkway, Third Floor  |  Indianapolis, IN 46240  |  317.472.2200  |  info@somersetcpas.com

Selected #1 
“Best Places of Work” 

by the 
Indiana Chamber 

of Commerce

+ Passionate
about your

Success

Find us online for our newsletters and blog! www.SomersetCPAs.com
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Mike Heffner
Columnist

Mike Heffner is the owner of the Greenwood Express 
Employment Professionals franchise. Contact Mike at mike.
heffner@expresspros.com or visit www.expressindysouth.
com.

It wasn’t that long ago we were in what 
seemed like one of the most challenging times 
in recent history, the Great Recession. That 
time forced all of us to adjust to new 
business road blocks. It forced com-
panies to adapt and innovate and do 
more with less in order to be suc-
cessful or in most cases, just survive. 
As we look towards 2014, things are 
not near as bad as just a few years 
ago, but we are still seeing many of 
the same challenges. They are just in 
different form and to different de-
grees. The biggest thing I am hear-
ing from local businesses is there is a 
shortage of talent and the talent they 
see isn’t matching up with their cur-
rent needs. What I don’t see is many companies 
taking action on how to solve the problem.  

This is disturbing to me since the world of 
recruiting top talent is changing quickly, yet I 
am not seeing companies adapt and innovate 
to the changes like they did back in 2009. Al-
most every week, I see an article that states 
that near 80 percent of employees would con-
sider leaving their current job if presented with 
other opportunities. On the flip side, I also see 
companies still stuck in unrealistic job descrip-
tions, very high expectations for unreasonably 
low pay and high demand for top talent. Daily, I 
am hearing from companies that are struggling 
to fill positions and in the same breath tell me 
how they are struggling to grow. My concern 
is that I am not seeing many companies will-
ing to adapt new practices of recruiting, train-
ing new skills, taking time to develop leaders 
or finding ways to engage existing employees. 
I am also concerned that our legislative lead-
ers like to talk about the creation of jobs, yet we 
have governmental policies that hinder growth 
and make hiring more difficult and more costly. 
I see companies starving for good people and 
struggling to hire yet not willing to find solu-

tions on how to adapt and change to become 
the employer of choice to draw the talent. As 
we come up on Halloween, the term that comes 
to mind is - frightening.  

The companies that are thriving are finding 
ways to overcome these challenges. They are 

innovative and progressive. They are 
moving quickly and making technol-
ogy upgrades necessary to stay com-
petitive.  They have adopted a new 
attitude and are finding ways to com-
pete by engaging their workforce. 
They are looking at ways to lower 
turnover with training and creative 
retention techniques. They have ad-
opted new hiring practices and are 
recruiting using the new tools avail-
able today. Many have implement-
ed new incentive plans and are us-
ing employee surveys to stay in tune 

with the changing needs of all the generations 
in their workplace.  These companies are grow-
ing and profitable.

I say all this to make this point: With the 
economy constantly changing, we all need to 
be looking for ways to adapt and stay competi-
tive with our workforce. Companies that are 
staying relevant see the importance of inno-
vation. But more to the point, companies un-
derstand true innovative value is found in their 
employees. Jac Fitzenz, author of ROI of Hu-
man Capital explained it by saying “… people 
are the only element with inherent power to 
generate value…all other variables offer noth-
ing but inert potential.” The revolving door epi-
demic of turnover leaves employees out of the 
loop and unable to lead your business to new 
heights. Your company has an unlimited po-
tential for success, but the connection between 
potential and actualization is found in your top 
talent. Don’t be frightened; take action today. 

Frightening times?
PERSONNEL MATTERS



24   November 16 – December 13, 2013 myICON.info   Center Grove ICON

By Pastor Chris Philbeck
One of the most moving passages of Scrip-

ture in the Bible is found in Acts 20 where the 
apostle Paul shares an emotional goodbye with 
the Ephesian Elders. This departure takes place 
during Paul’s third missionary journey after he 
has spent three years with these men, pour-
ing his life into theirs and equipping them to 
lead their local church. He’s about to leave and 
travel to the city of Jerusalem where, by his own 
words in Acts 20:22, he doesn’t know what’s go-
ing to happen next. 

As he shares his heart with them, he reveals 
the deep desire of his heart when he says, in 
Acts 20:24, “However, I consider my life worth 
nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and 
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me 
– the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s 
grace.”  (NIV) He tells them his hearts desire 
is to “finish the race” and “complete the task.”  

With those words, Paul reminds us that 
there is great value in finishing what you start. 
In 1912, a marathon runner named Shizo 
Kanakuri was chosen to represent Japan in the 
summer Olympics at Stockholm. He began the 
race, but along the way, he was overcome by the 
heat so he stopped at (of all things) a garden 

party for refreshment. But he stayed too long, 
more than an hour. At that point, he thought 
it was too late to get back in the race, so he 
made his way back to his hotel and then, anon-
ymously, boarded a ship and sailed home, too 
ashamed to tell anyone he was leaving. 

For more than 50 years, his disappearance 
was a mystery and he was listed as a missing 
person in Sweden. Then, one day, he was dis-
covered living a quiet life in southern Japan. In 
1966, the Swedish Public Television network 
called him with an offer: Would you like to fin-
ish your run? The 85-year-old Kanakuri accept-
ed, and he traveled to Stockholm to finish the 
race he had begun so many years before. This 
time he crossed the finish line. His final time 
was 54 years, 8 months, 6 days, 8 hours, 32 
minutes and 20.3 seconds. 

His story and Paul’s words remind us that our 
reward is not found in starting the race, rather 
our reward is found in finishing. So here’s the 
question: Is there something you have started 
but have failed to finish?  It’s never too late and 
you’re never too old to get back in the race. 
Start running today, the finish line is still there. 

Chris Philbeck is senior pastor of Mount Pleasant Christian 
Church. You may email him at inquiry@mpccministry.com or 
call (317) 881-6727.

DEVOTIONAL

Running the race: 
crossing the 

finish line
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Per sona l Trusts 
a nd Estates

Protect,  Grow a nd  
M a nage Your A ssets

Our full-service Personal Trust Division includes:

   Revocable and Irrevocable Trusts

   Estate Settlement

    Life Insurance Trusts

    Charitable Trusts

    Guardianships

We are ready to respond with the highest level 
of personal service, privacy, confidentiality, and 
attention to detail.

In the ever-changing world of financial services, 
our Personal Trust Division is a constant. 

2257 WM_TrustEstate_5.11x11.475.indd   1 3/13/13   11:15 AM
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Prestige Lawn Solutions

CALL TODAY! (317) 797-6986
www.prestigelawnsolutions.com

Emergency - 24 Hour Service
Tree Removal
Lot Clearing
Holiday Lighting
Gutter Cleaning

Dirt Work
Erosion Control
Fall Clean-up
Rip Rap
Fence Install and Repair

$50 Off 
Leaf Removal

The solution to all your outdoor needs

FAITH

WHERE WE WORSHIP

Giving & receiving Lyons family attends at Mount Pleasant Christian 
Church for the “authentic and powerful” worship

Kristen Lyons and her family were initially 
drawn to Mount Pleasant Christian Church 
(MPCC) after seeing how its Pastor, Chris Phil-
beck, preaches truth directly from the Bible 
each and every week, the “worship is authentic 
and powerful.”

“My husband’s father passed away right 
around the time we began attending MPCC 
regularly and our oldest son (who was 5 at the 
time) was really struggling with the loss of his 
grandfather,” Lyons says. “We emailed the chil-
dren’s pastor, who we hadn’t even met yet, and 
he offered to meet with our family and talk 
with him. It spoke volumes to us that in a place 
of that size he would make the time to make us 
a priority.”

Lyons, who teaches Spanish at Greenwood 
Christian Academy, says prior to attending 
MPCC, she had only attended small churches. 

“It’s different because it’s a large church that 
offers a variety of opportunities for both adults 
and children, but feels like a small church with 
the fellowship and accountability that’s given,” 
Lyon says.

What is it about your place of worship that 
helps you grow spiritually?

Pastor Chris’ un-
apologetic preach-
ing of God’s Word 
straight from the 
Bible along with au-
thentic and dynam-
ic worship have al-
lowed us to grow 
closer in our walk 
with Christ.  Our ac-
tive involvement in 
the same small group 
for four years has also 
enabled us to form 
strong bonds with 
other believers and 
remain accountable 
to growth as a couple 
and as parents.

What is it about 
your place of wor-
ship that helps you 
feel connected to 
your spouse, chil-
dren, parents or 
family?

Our church provides opportunities for us to 
worship together as a family, to actively partici-
pate in children’s ministry events with our kids 

and to serve together 
through community 
outreach opportuni-
ties.

Additionally, my 
dad and his wife as 
well as my broth-
er, sister-in-law and 
their children attend 
MPCC and it gives 
us the opportunity 
not only to worship 
together as a family, 
but also to serve in 
different ministries 
together.

What is one mean-
ingful event that 
has taken place at 
your place of wor-
ship?

I have had the op-
portunity to serve 
in Poland on minis-
try trips the last two 

summers once with the choir and once with 
a work team. I will be taking another trip to 
Poland this summer. The opportunities have 
changed my life and opened my eyes to want 

to be the hands and feet of Jesus serving in Po-
land.

Our church annually provides meals for 
those in need at Thanksgiving. Last year we 
were really able to involve our children in the 
process as they took the list and helped do the 
shopping in the store. Then we were able to 
help assemble all the totes of food to be distrib-
uted with our small group. It was awesome to 
be involved in serving together as a family.  

Why would you recommend your place of 
worship to someone?

The truth of God’s Word is preached without 
fail at every worship service. There are a large 
variety of areas where you can plug into minis-
try or service so there is a place for everyone to 
get involved.

And even though it is a large church it feels 
like home as you begin to serve in different 
ministries and begin sharing your life journey 
with others.

Mount Pleasant Christian Church
381 N. Bluff Rd.

Greenwood, IN 46142
(317) 881-6727
Web: mpcc.info

Compiled by Nicole Davis

From left back, Jacksen, Reagen, Brentten.  
From left front, Kristen, Mike and Addysen Lyons.

Submitted Photo

MARK Says…

YOU CAN’T ARGUE
WITH QUALITY!

2 1for
AC SYSTEM
& FURNACE

TUNE-UP

$8995 $2995

80% EFFICIENT FURNACE

90% EFFICIENT FURNACE

HONEYWELL
5” FILTERS

Expires
12/31/13

*Installed
80,000 BTU, 

XB90Expires
12/31/13

*SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. NO OTHER DISCOUNTS APPLY

MARK IV
HEATING & COOLING

1012 N. Bluff Rd. • Greenwood, IN 

Call today! (317) 889-3744
www.markiv-env.com

$2299

*Installed
80,000 BTU, 

XR80
$1999
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ICON of the MONTH

Dr. Anna Piper has worked with animals on the Southside since becoming a 
licensed veterinarian 19 years ago. She owns and practices at Angel Animal 
Hospital, 110 N. Bluff Rd., Greenwood. Married with two dogs and 
two birds in her household, Piper says she understands that pets 
are family and she strives to offer care reflective of what a family 
member would deserve.

“That human pet bond, that is the driving force for us,” 
Piper says. “I personally have pets that they are my 
family and I know I always appreciate people that see 
that is valuable. Sometimes the pets are the only 
ones that listen to you and sometimes they’re the 
only friends that people have.”

Piper says they offer a lot of support to the 
local community, giving to the Humane 
Society, doing a Halloween Howl for 
Riley Children’s Hospital and attending 
Center Grove school fundraisers.

“We are pretty active in community 
support,” Piper says. “I think that is 
the most important thing we can do, 
to help support the community. There 
are a lot of benefits not only for those 
who receive the help but to those who help 
others. You experience personal growth in 
investing in your community... We are all here 
for each other.”

She says owning a business in the White 
River Township area was a promising 
investment she and her husband has 
made long before building the hospital.

 “It’s a growing community,” Piper 
says. “It’s not just a great location, but one 
of the things that makes it a great location is 
they want to expand the community and make 
it better…”

Here, we learn more about our Icon 
of the Month, Anna Piper.

What do you consider your 
greatest virtue?   
Empathy for living things.

What do you most deplore 
in others?  Abuse / Apathy 
towards those things which we 
have been charged to care for. 

What do you like most about living in 
Center Grove?  Close knit but growing Community 
with a bright future.

If you had to live anywhere else in the Metro Indianapolis 
area, where would it be?  Cannot imagine where else to live.

If you could begin life over, what would you change?  Spend more time 
with friends and family and tell them more often how much they mean to me. 

If money were no issue, how would you spend it? Empowering others to make life  
better for themselves and all those they care for. 

What makes you happiest? Helping others to care for their pets  
who depend on and love them. 

What is your favorite vacation spot? Key West. 

What do you do with idle time? Train/Play with my  
dogs, garden, hike.

What is it that makes you angry? Abuse/Apathy towards 
those things which we have been charged to care for. 

What do you do to escape from reality?  
Watch a great movie.

What or who is the greatest love of your life?  
My husband.

Which living person in Center Grove 
do you most admire?  Bruce Richardson 
(Dietel-Richardson Realty Team), because 
he lives his faith in his actions and business 
dealings whether it is the Christian Yellow 
Pages, Rotary Club, Real Estate Sales, or at 

Church.  

What is the quality you like most in a man? 
Integrity.

What is the quality you like most in a 
woman?  Mental Fortitude.  

What is your greatest extravagance? 
Spoiling my dogs.

What are your fears/phobias?  Loss of 
the small businesses in America.  After all, 
they are the foundation of our country and 

have historically created the vast majority of 
jobs in America.  

What has been the happiest time of your 
life?  The moment I accepted Christ as my 
Lord and Savior.

Which talent would you most like to 
possess.  Seeing others as Christ does. 

What do you most value in your friends?  
Loyalty.

Which historical figure do you most 
identify with?  I can’t name just one. If I had to 

choose, I would say our predecessors that built this 
country from nothing are the people that I respect and 

appreciate the most and I see the sacrifices they’ve put 
in and given to try and build this country that we have. As a 

woman business owner, none of what I have could have been done 
without them.

What is your greatest regret? Not spending more time with friends and family 
who have now passed on.

What tenet do you live by? Do what God directs me to do so that one day I can hear 
him say “Well done faithful servant, well done.”

Compiled by Nicole Davis

Anna Piper



November 16 – December 13, 2013   27Center Grove ICON   myICON.info COMMUNITY

THERE’S JUST NO BETTER 
VALUE IN BEDDING. 
PERIOD.

Find us on 
Facebook!  www.mattressguysindy.com

MANUFACTURED HERE IN INDIANAPOLIS
SPECIAL BUY MEMORY FOAM DREAMER

COME SEE THE BED BOSS!
Premium foam Mattresses at Unbeatable Prices!

$538!
FULL SET
$388 TWIN SET
$638 QUEEN SET
$748 KING SET

8” Classic Design
with 3” of 3-4lb 
pressure-relieving 
visco-elastic memory 
foam!

Compare at
$1149!

$200 OFF  
ANY COMPLETE 

ADJUSTABLE BED $295!
TWIN PINK BED 

WITH MATTRESS  
(Available in Purple, 

White & Black)

$299! FULL SET
$249 TWIN SET
$399 QUEEN SET

$179
TWIN MEMORY    

FOAM

$299
QUEEN or FULL SET

$399
KING SET

$299
VALUE

$499
VALUE

$799
VALUE

With coupon only. Not valid with any 
other offers. Expires 12/15/13

With coupon only. Not valid with any 
other offers. Expires 12/15/13

With coupon only. Not valid with any 
other offers. Expires 12/15/13

(317) 886-8489
Mon-Sat: 10am-8pm
Sunday: 12pm-5pm
647 N. US Hwy 31

Greenwood
Next to Kittles

South Inc.
FREE Value 

Memory Foam 
Pillow

WITH ANY MATTRESS SET. 
EXPIRES 12/15/13

SCANDINAVIAN SLEEP SYSTEMS

By Nicole Davis
The White River Township trustee’s of-

fice invited leaders from church’s around the 
township to gather on Oct. 29 and learn about 
the assistance available to the community.

“We would like to help more people, and 
that’s one of the reason’s I invited you here,” 
Messick says those who attended the break-
fast meeting.

The presentations began with speaker Kate 
Kunk of CICOA Aging and In-Home Solu-
tions, informing of the ways and reasons to 
assist people caregiving for others with a dis-
ability. 

During the second half, Messick explained 
how the trustee’s office can help with emer-
gency assistance to provide necessities for 
health and safety such as for shelter, electric, 
gas, water and sewer utility. Those who ap-
ply must meet strict guidelines, filling out a 
9 page application and providing necessary 
documents.

“That’s why it is emergency township assis-

tance, is there is a great need,” Messick says. 
“We have to act quickly. We’ve gotten very 
proficient with doing our work in 72 hours... 
If you don’t get assistance from us, you are go-
ing to get a referral.”

As the presentations concluded, Messick 
opened the meeting to questions, discussing 

how to best serve the community through the 
assistance each church provides, whether fi-
nancial or through food and clothing pantries. 

For more information, call CICOA at (317) 
254-3660, the Trustee at (317) 422-1143 or 
visit whiterivertownship.org.

FEATURE

Community connections
White River Township trustee’s office holds meeting with 

community leaders to inform of community assistance standards

White River Township Trustee Mark Messick speaks to community leaders who were invited to learn about the 
assistance offered through the trustee office.

Photo by Nicole Davis

DISPATCHES
Traditional toys can be a threat • Yarn and 
other play-things like rubber bands and ribbon 
can cause life-threating issues. If a cat swallows 
those items, backward-facing tongue barbs 
make those items incredibly difficult for them 
to barf up and can cause life-threatening 
intestinal issues. – living.msn.com 

Pet furniture can be attractive • You can have 
a cat-scratch post in your home without making 
things look gaudy. One option is the Circa50 
Console by Modernist Cat. It has a scratching 
post, space for the cat to sit on and space to hold 
your knick-knacks. – living.msn.com 

Bunny biters • Rabbits’ teeth continuously 
grow throughout their lifetimes, so if you have 
pet bunny it’s important to give them the 
right diet and things to chomp on to keep the 
growth in check. Besides fresh hay, try giving 
them apple, maple and willow branches to 
chew on, a few at a time each day. Freeze the 
branches first though, just in case some creepy 
crawlies are clinging on to them. 

– animals.pawnation.com 

A force of nature • A beaver dam is a force 
to be reckoned with. Recently, one stopped 
a gigantic spill – 8,000 gallons of diesel fuel – 
from rushing into Salt Lake City’s water supply. 

– www.pawnation.com



Free Checking is designed with minimal requirements giving you 
the most flexibility.

• NO monthly fee.
• FREE online banking and BillPayer.
• FREE VISA® debit card.
• Unlimited FREE Financial Center ATM transactions.
• Three FREE non-Financial Center ATM transactions per month.

Open a Checking Account at 
www.fcfcu.com/checking-personal

www.fcfcu.com

Zero Cost
Checking  

(as in “It’s Free”!)

20 N. Emerson Avenue, Greenwood
1301 E. Stop 11 Road, Indianapolis 

Two south side locations
serving Johnson County


