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A Calling for Carla

By Nicole Davis

Carla Johnson says she was drawn to Center 
Grove since she moved to the area in 2007. With 
two of her five children still in high school, John-
son says her family’s main focus was finding a 
good school for her very active teenagers.
“We began to research schools and though there 
were many schools with great academics, we felt 
Center Grove had the extra activities that fit our 
interests” Johnson says. “When we came to see 
the show choir, it seemed top notch. What put 
us over the edge was how each group of students 
supported the other groups. It was so refreshing 
to see the kids be the other kids’ biggest fans.”
After working on a fundraiser for the show choir, 
she was recommended the position working 
public relations for the Center Grove Education 
Foundation. She spent time in the classrooms, 
talking to students, taking photographs and writ-
ing articles for the foundation’s newsletter. Her 
position was cut due to state-wide budget cuts 
and she began working at a charter school. When 
a job as executive director opened up, a position 

that hadn’t been filled in 
three years, Johnson says she 
knew she could make a dif-
ference. She began her new 
job on Oct. 1.
“When I saw the mission of 
the foundation, I translated 
that into funding ‘wow’ 
moments for those kids,” 
Johnson says. “Those are 
defining moments for kids, 
when they develop the poise 
and confidence to say to go 
into a job interview or audi-
tion. There are adults that 
haven’t had those moments. 
All of those extra things at 
school provide those wow 
moments. It gives them a 
better chance to achieve 
success, whether in the job 

market or life.”
Johnson says the term “wow moments” came to 
her when watching the X Factor with her son. 
She watched as a young boy got overwhelmed 
by the audience clapping for him at the end of 
a song. She told her son, “I bet that feels amaz-
ing,” to which he replied, “Yes, it does.” Johnson 
says she realized her son knew how it felt to be 
applauded because of the extra activities he par-
ticipated in while at Center Grove.
“That story right there is why I am excited to be 
a part of the education foundation,” Johnson says. 
“When I was doing PR, I was in the classroom 
a lot, taking photos and writing articles. I was 
always struck by how engaged the students are, 
when their eyes light up. For me, I will draw on 
those experiences on the committee, looking at 
grants and thinking of how it will be used in the 
classroom.”
Johnson says she is continuing her own educa-
tion to round out her skills and learn more about 

“Because of the strong support 
of the schools, we feel obligated 
to keep up with the community 
expectations”

fundraising. She says she is excited for upcoming 
events that will help raise money for the founda-
tion to give as grants to deserving teachers. These 
events are something she says she has enjoyed 
and supported even when not working for the 
foundation. In her new 
position, she says commu-
nication will be the key to 
success. She will document 
what the money is used 
for so that donors can see 
the tangible results of their 
support, of both money 
and time volunteering. She 
says with education being 
a top priority for Center 
Grove families, it’s really important to meet their 
expectations in funding all of the extra learning 
opportunities the students should receive.
“I think it is incumbent upon us to do a great 

job communicating what we are doing,” Johnson 
says. “The Center Grove community is so fortu-
nate to always have strong schools. People rally 
outside the schools. Because of the strong sup-
port of the schools, we feel obligated to keep up 

with the community expectations, to fill that gap 
between what the community expects and the 
what the state requires. The state standards are 
fine, but we can and should do so much more.”

comein,clickorcall

DriveHubler.com

2013 CX-5
             35MPG

2013 MAZDA3
       40MPG

All New Crossover with up to 35mpg

877-948-8811

www.hublermazda.com

1253 US 31 SOUTH
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

Get
SKYACTIV TECHNOLOGY
0% Financing for 
Up to 72 Months*

GET UP TO 20% MORE 
FOR YOUR TRADE WITH 

THE TRADE-A-THON

*On select vehicles only, not available for all customers.

877-751-8822
8220 US 31 SOUTH
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

www.indianapolischevy.com

877-570-1616
8435 US 31 SOUTH
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

877-371-5648
1265 US 31 SOUTH
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

www.hublernissan.com

www.indianapolisacura.com

Gas Saver! 
$29.95

Oil Change, Tire Rotation  
& Multi-Point Inspection

Up to 5 quarts conventional oil (synthetic oil and diesels 
engines extra). GM vehicles price is after $10 rebate.

Good at any Hubler location.
Expires 11/30/12

Free! Free! Free!
Get ready for winter now! Receive a FREE 

Alignment Check with Printed Report,  
a FREE Fuel Efficiency Inspection,  

a FREE Multi-Point Vehicle Maintenance 
Inspection and a FREE Battery Check

Receive any one or all of above for free. 
No purchase necessary. 

Good at any Hubler location.
Expires 11/30/12

Savings that Grow!
Spend  Save
$0-$100 ...................................................... $10
$101-$200 .................................................. $20
$201-$300 .................................................. $30
$301-$400 .................................................. $40
$401 and up ............................................... $50

Can not be used in addition to another promotion or 
coupon. Good at any Hubler location.

Expires 12/21/12

2013 Nissan Altima 2.5
Lease for     Stock#13113

$199/mo*

2013 Nissan Rogue
Lease for     Stock#13068

$229/mo*

2012 Acura TL
Lease for

$299/mo*

2012 Acura MDX
Lease for

$399/mo*

2012 Chevy Cruze LS
Lease for     Stock#21570

$135/mo*

2013 Chevy Malibu LS
Lease for     

$195/mo*

38MPG

37MPG

See Dealer 
for Details

See Dealer 
for Details

See Dealer 
for Details

Carla Johnson’s passion for Center Grove’s schools gives her a shot as 
the newly appointed executive director of the Center Grove Education 
Foundation.

Goals as executive director of the
Center Grove Education Foundation

Fulfill mission and vision;
Grow the foundation;

Improve/increase communication with the 
 community, school corporation and internally;

Increase awareness of education foundation and 
its impact on students in Center Grove Schools.

A few of Carla Johnson’s 
Center Grove favorites  over the years

Sporting event: State football game in 2008, Center Grove and Carmel. Center Grove scored 22 
points in 6 minutes to win that game, an amazing comeback. Even professional sports writers say 
they’d never seen a comeback like that.

Classroom event: In the middle school, Roz VanAlstyne, now retired, was giving a lesson on cor-
porations and how they work. I ended up staying the whole class because it was a fun classroom 
experience.

Education foundation event: 2009/2010 Gala at the Weston in Indianapolis, raising money for 
flash masters to be used in the elementary and middle school level. It was fun to see everyone en-
gaged in the process of bidding, egging people on to get people to donate money on those things.

Choir moment: The first show choir we attended. We met some people at the concert that were 
welcoming and great. We ate at Applebee’s later that night. There were some kids there from the 
show. My daughter went to ask them some questions. They invited her to sit with them and gave 
her advice. It felt really comfortable with them.

The Center Grove Education Foundation’s annual giving campaign is ongoing. Want to donate? 
Go to www.centergrovefoundation.org. Here are a few other opportunities as well:

• The foundation’s largest annual fundraiser is the Gala for the Grove, which will be Feb. 23, 2013 
at the Indiana Roof Ballroom. To receive event updates, send an email to cgef@centergrovefoun-
dation.org or follow the foundation on Facebook or Twitter.

• The foundation plans to launch a social networking contest this month, which will include 
drawings for prizes with entries earned when people “like” and “share” the foundation on Face-
book www.facebook.com/cgfoundation  or “follow” and “retweet” the foundation’s posts on Twit-
ter at twitter.com/CGEdFoundation.

For more information, contact Carla Johnson at 
cjohnson@centergrovefoundation.org or (317) 881.9326, ext. 1660.

Want to contribute to the Center Grove Education Foundation?



4 | ICON | www.myICON.info November 2012

Our View
Choose wisely 

Yes, we want your letters
Readers of the Center Grove ICON are encouraged 
to send letters to the editor as often as they wish. 
The stipulations are that the letter is timely, focused 
(not more than 200 words) and verifiable. Please 
make sure to provide your complete name and 
daytime and evening telephone contact numbers. All 
letters are subject to editing for brevity, clarity and 
grammar. Please direct correspondence to rick@
myicon.info.

Publisher – Rick Myers  
rick@myICON.info / 451-4088

C.E.O. – Brian Kelly  
brian@myICON.info / 489-4444 

Editor – Nicole Davis 

Graphic Design – Lu Graff

Established November, 2012
Copyright 2012 

Times-Leader Publications
All Rights Reserved
301 Main Street

Beech Grove, IN 46107

Phone (317) 787-3291

Readers’ Writes
Who is a Center Grove icon?  You and I

It is my personal goal to be considered a Center 
Grove Icon.
I was raised in White River Township. I at-

tended Center Grove Community Schools, as 
did my mother, brothers, sisters and cousins. My 
three children graduated from Center Grove 
and two of my five grandchildren now attend. 
I have belonged to two churches in the com-
munity and belong to a philanthropic sorority. 
My sons are 5th generation farmers whom have 
taken Grandpa’s 550 acre farm and turned into 
an entity that produces corn and soybeans from 
14,000 acres. Change has been an important role 
in the growth of our township.
I have purchased your daughter’s Girl Scout 

cookies and you have mine. My sons play many 
sports and I may have worked with you in the 
concession stand. We feel a moral obligation to 
support each other. 
I have owned several real estate companies 

throughout my career and sold many of you your 
first home and then sold your children a home.  

Or maybe I helped you lease your first office 
or retail space for your company. I have made 
friends within my business who are like family 
to me.
I remember the middle building at Center 

Grove School on Morgantown Road. Don’s Ga-
rage was its own icon growing up. I remember 
Hampton’s Market when it was on the other side 
of the road. Fulmer’s Orchard and The Bee Hive 
Restaurant have long been replaced with fran-
chises. The Dairy Queen was the only restaurant 
on State Road 135 when I was in high school. 
We welcome positive growth as we see our com-
munity change and evolve.
According to Wikipedia, a cultural icon is an 

object that represents some aspect of the values, 
norms or ideals perceived or desired to be inher-
ent in a culture, community or society. I believe 
the Center Grove Community subscribes to 
values and ideals that represent quality of life in 
which we live, work and play.
Our schools, churches and sense of community 

symbolize who we are and what we stand for. The 
positive values are what bring people to White 
River Township to live and raise their families. 
Our desire to support our community in fund 
raisers, people in need or selecting leaders who 
will positively reveal our values set the criteria of 
the majority.
Our community desire to set standards for our 

commercial and residential housing project a 
positive image and represent forward thinkers. 
The goal to leave the Center Grove area a better 
place than we left it is our objective. We chal-
lenge our children and other to follow in our 
footsteps.
The Center Grove Icon is a doorway to com-

munity awareness: a reminder of where we came 
from and where we are going. Icons are effective 
in making us stop and ask ourselves what it is we 
are doing for our community and the ways we 
give back. 

Brenda Richards

We live in extraordinary times.  We live in an 
extraordinary community. We live in extraordi-
nary company.  
Center Grove/White River Township has been 

and remains a special place.  But it didn’t get 
that way by accident.   We the people know that 
it takes all of us to make and keep our county 
vibrant, safe and a place of community and prog-
ress.   And a place where people love to live, love 
to work, love to be from and love to return to. 
Our civic leaders have played no small part 

in keeping our part of Johnson County special.  
Now it is our turn to perform our civic duty.  It 
is our responsibility to make wise choices in 
choosing who would lead us.  It is our obligation 
as citizens to vote.   
We have big challenges facing our nation and 

we can be justifiably tempted to only focus on 
those big, national media-driven issues.  But as 
former Speaker of the House Tip O’Neil stated, 
“All politics is local.”    We choose who makes 
impactful decisions for our County (Council), 
our Schools (Board), even those who make and 
interpret our local laws (State Legislators and 
Judges).   Through these local races, we choose 
the character of the community that is and what 
it will be tomorrow.  
So, on Nov. 6, remember to choose wisely. 
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C E N T E R  GROVE

 From the publisher
Welcome to the debut issue of the Center Grove 
Icon. 
Why the Icon? Simple. The Icon brand has 

been very popular for almost five years in Hen-
dricks County and we have every reason to 
believe it will be popular here in Center Grove. 
The Icon is a monthly news/lifestyle tabloid that 
is direct mailed to 100% of single-family house-
holds in Center Grove’s 46142 and 46143 ZIP 
codes.
It will be all about the people of this fantastic 

community as well as featuring content that will 
help improve their lives; a monthly source for 
local information they won’t find elsewhere; its 
enrichment source and its rallying point. We’re 
happy to play that role. 
We enthusiastically invite content submissions 

from our readers. One thing I can assure you: we 
are active listeners, and that means this: relevant 
editorial content is what our readers say it is. 
That’s not a concept; it’s a practice you can take 
to the bank.
The Icon is published by Times-Leader Publi-

cations, LLC and its sister publications are The 
Southside Times and the Johnson County Busi-
ness Leader. We understand the role that com-
munity journalism plays and we embrace it with 
enthusiasm and honor.
From month to month, the Icon will be ever 

evolving. If you have ideas on how it can better 
serve you, let me know by email at rick@myicon.
info or by phone at (317) 451-4088. I look for-
ward to hearing from you.

- Rick Myers



6 | ICON | www.myICON.info November 2012

Plan Ahead.
                       You wouldn’t go on vacation  
                              without booking your room.  

HI-NP-1012-1

b e  p r e p a r e d  b e f o r e  s e e i n g  y o u r  p h y s i c i a n .

  So why have surgery without knowing  
               your destination for rehabilitation?  

for surgery or those unexpected events that 
result in hospital stays. 

Tour our three communities 
today and make your post-surgery plans for  
a speedy rehabilitation. 
 
Each community has exceptional staff 
ready to make your stay more than 
accommodating. Our skilled therapy staff 
will work on restoring a better, stronger, 
and healthier you.  
 
Leaving you ready to take on more of  
life’s journeys.

Plan Ahead. . .  

You take care of the before.  
We’ll take care of the after.

Altenheim
Exceptional Senior Living

(317) 788-4261  
3525 East Hanna Avenue - Indianapolis, IN 46237  

www.altenheimseniorliving.com

Greenwood
Health & Living Community

(317) 881-3535  
937 Fry Road - Greenwood, IN 46142 

  www.greenwoodhealth.us

(317) 885-7050  
1380 E. Co. Ln. Rd. S. - Indianapolis, IN 46227 

 www.university-heights.usE Q U A L  H O U S I N G
O P P O R T U N I T Y

A township divided?
White River Township residents debate through petitioning on an official town of Center Grove

The petition for the incorporation of Cen-
ter Grove is on hold until the new year, but 
residents continue to pick sides and petition, 
both for and against.
“It makes for a lively debate – people should 

talk about it,” said Marian Martin, who has 
assisted in petitioning against the incorpora-
tion. “Most of us are trying to be civil and 
would like to talk to the other side and have 
all that information passed around. We would 
like to get an informational meeting set up to 
have both sides talk about the issues. I’m all 
for people discussing the pros and cons and 
learning more about it.”
The group, Citizens for Center Grove, have 

worked the last four years creating the paper-
work necessary to petition for the incorpora-
tion of Center Grove. They have surveyed the 

area and Indiana University Political Science 
graduates volunteered to put a plan together. 
Their first submission was denied by county 
commissioners, with errors such as a couple of 
typos and mistakes in the survey. Jody Veld-
kamp, board member for the organization, 
says rather than turning around and resub-
mitting the paperwork, they will wait until 
January, when two new county commissioners 
will take office.
During this process, a group against the 

incorporation has collected more than 2,000 
signatures, holding regular drive-thru petition 
drives. Leader of those drives, Ann Reaume 
says she has heard many opinions throughout 
this time. Whether people agree or not, Reau-
me said residents who have taken a stance are 
fired up about the issue.

Joe Berkemeier says he feels the proper form of 
government is where the area governs itself. The 
concept behind Citizens for Center Grove is that 
residents should have control over what changes 
are made in their community. Currently, the un-
incorporated area of Center Grove is governed 
by Johnson County, and those behind the incor-
poration petition say they feel they have been 
under-represented in the county.
“People that oppose say they don’t want the area 

to change, but it has changed,” Berkemeier says. 
“This isn’t the country anymore. At some point, 
the county won’t have enough money to support 
this area. Either you will pay more taxes or you 
will have services cut. I don’t want to pay more in 
taxes either, but to me the area doesn’t have the 
right form of government.”
Veldkamp says that the town would initially 

gain the $2.8 million in taxes already being paid 
in the area, which is almost half the proposed 
budget. The rest of the money would come 
through various resources, outlined on the group’s 
website. When it comes to property taxes, he says 
the math works out to an additional $85 a year 
for a $100,000 house. The large question raised, 
in an area with very few businesses, how can the 
area taxes not go up more?
“Yes, we’re predominately residential, but if we 

can put a plan in place, we can capture that rev-
enue that would otherwise go elsewhere,” Veld-
kamp says. “By becoming a town, we can get all 
the extra money. The county would decide where 
to spend it. Since we’ll be able to have more 
money coming in, we can maintain our level of 
maintenance and grow.”
Once becoming a town, the police and fire de-

partments would be contracted out from Johnson 
County, so Berkemeier says no jobs will be lost. 
The county will receive slightly less money, but 
they will also have less responsibility.
 “We pay taxes to the county now, but we would 

have a say,” says Pat McDaniels. “I did not realize 
when all of this started that it would cause such 
a civil war.”
McDaniels says she was on the White River 

Coalition in the 70s, which aimed for the same 
cause, but didn’t have enough manpower or re-
sources to follow through. 
“We didn’t have the know-how then either,” 

McDaniels says. “(They) have come up with 
this concept and had the right information. 
They had the contacts and knew how to go 
about it.”
 McDaniels says she has been surprised at the 

work of the IU graduates on the town’s plan 
and the support they have received.
“The college kids working on it did a won-

derful job,” says Ann Marsh, 42-year resident. 
“Usually if you’ve got a project everybody keeps 
to themselves. But people would ask how the 
project was coming along. They were interested. 
“
In the end, the right to choose their own 

fate is what has swayed those who support 
incorporation.
“I’m not naïve to think things are not going to 

change – they are,” McDaniels says. “But if we 
form a town, things will stay the way we want it 
to. As a town, you have the board and the peo-
ple against it can run and be on the town board, 
too. Just because these people are organizing it 
does not mean they will be on the town board. 
It’s an election process.”
 “I think it will work,” Berkemeier says. “I’m 

willing to take that shot with my tax money.”
For more information, visit citizensforcenter-

grove.org.

Ann Reaume’s telephone rings three times in 
a half hour at her house on an ordinary day in 
October. She answers the same questions about 
the next petition signing against a proposed 
town of Center Grove to each caller. Reaume 
said her phone rings all times of the day, all 
week long with questions from concerned 
residents.
“There’s a percentage of the people that don’t 
know what’s going on around them,” says 
Hank Reaume, Anne’s husband. “Once you 
tell them just the facts -taxes will go up, it will 
create more government and you can’t vote on 
it – they (are against it). We can’t really see how 
they will fund it. We just want it left alone now, 
we don’t need another town.”
The main objection is the tax increase. Ann says 
the area is comprised of many retired adults on 
Social Security and young adults on limited, 
fixed incomes. Neither group can afford to pay 
more.
“With the way the economy is, we’re just the 
little guys trying to make it day by day,” says 
Brenda Coffey, life-long White River Township 

resident. “We don’t need anyone coming in here 
to change what we have going.”
Many residents in objection also say they just 
don’t see a benefit. If I-69 does get placed along 
IN-37, Coffey says there is still not enough room 
to grow to bring in additional tax revenue.
 “All they will do is pay for things we already 
have,” Ann says. “We’ve lived here 25 years and 
we’ve been just fine. We always thought of us 
as Greenwood’s secret. We don’t want trails, we 
don’t want anything.”
To get the petition for incorporation rejected, the 
opposition must collect 6,009 signatures, half of 
the households in the town. The other side only 
needs 50 signatures for approval. Hank says the 
law, which was written in the 1800s, states that 
only one landowner per household may sign a 
petition. He says that women are especially angry 
about this outdated concept.
“If we had a right to vote on it, it would be 
gone,” Hank says. “If I didn’t feel the majority of 
the people weren’t against it, I wouldn’t be do-
ing this. The law is totally outgrown in our town 
today. Two people sign for a mortgage and they 
should be allowed to sign for a petition.” 
Coffey says since Greenwood has already an-
nexed the majority of businesses, there is not 
enough commerce to support a town.
“I have watched this area grow – cornfields grow 
to housing developments and apartments,” Cof-
fey says. “At the corner there used to be a mom 
and pop grocery store. It’s grown so much, but 
it’s all Greenwood now. Greenwood has already 
sucked in the businesses down 135 and that 
leaves us with nothing to incorporate with. If 
it was 35-40 years ago, yeah, I would have been 
more supportive.” 
Ann says she has also heard from residents, that 
if it came down to it, they would rather be an-
nexed into Greenwood than become a town.
“We’re straight-forward,” Ann says. “We don’t 
want a town. We have too many people. We 
won’t give up.”
 For more information, visit notown4rwt.com.

Yes for Center Grove No for Center Grove

“People that oppose say 
they don’t want the area to 
change, but it has changed, 
This isn’t the country 
anymore.”

Joe Berkemeier

“We’ve lived here 
25 years and we’ve 
been just fine. We 
always thought of 

us as Greenwood’s 
secret.” 

Ann Reaume

Joe Berkemeier Hank and Ann Reaume

Story by Nicole Davis - Photos by Rick Myers
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Back in culinary school, I was acquainted with 
a jovial bloke who had a comical hatred for, what 
he called, “food on sticks.”  I never really ques-
tioned my culinary comrade, just laughed along 
with everyone else at this particular idiosyncrasy.
Otherwise admiring my friend’s insight, I didn’t 

necessarily agree with his take on skewered fare.  
For one, just about every noble cuisine has a ver-
sion of the aforementioned execution—whether 
it be kebob (see also kabab, kibob) or satay or 
souvlaki; plus, cooking “food on sticks” can be 
a labor-light technique that yields savory, bite-
sized servings.  My cast-iron grill has accumu-
lated some signature flavors over the years, so it’s 
the cooking device of choice when it comes to 

skewers.
A caveat: Once again, this installment’s co-star 

carries the capability to transcend its side-dish 
status.  By not only complimenting the grilled 
chicken, the honey-lime corn salad is also a 
pleasantly complicated recipe that you might 
find yourself employing over and over again 
either as a stand-alone dish or pairing with a 
multitude of suitable proteins.  In fact, with 
Thanksgiving leftovers looming on the autumnal 
horizon, I’d suggest using incorporating some of 
that canned-corn surplus and savory scraps of 
turkey as a sort of riff on this recipe.  Don’t allow 
a healthfully humble execution to be impaled by 
anybody’s bad rap.  

Skewer de force
By Clint Smith

Clint Smith is an honors graduate of The Cooking and Hospitality Institute of Chicago, Le Cordon 
Bleu, and is currently a culinary arts instructor at Central Nine Career Center in Greenwood.  To 
read more about techniques and recipes, visit www.cookingwithclint.com.

3 large, free-range chicken breasts
As needed, olive oil
1 tablespoon each, chopped fresh basil and dill
2 ears sweet corn, kernels cut from cob 
¼ cup olive oil
1 ½ tablespoon fresh lime juice

1 tablespoon honey
To taste, kosher salt and cracked black pepper
¼ cup chopped fresh cilantro
5-6 cherry tomatoes, sliced
2 tablespoons goat cheese, chunked

Grilled chicken skewers with honey-lime corn salad  
Serves 2-3 

1. Cut each chicken breast into three large chunks and place in large bowl.  Pour in enough olive 
oil to generously coat the meat; add fresh basil and dill and gently toss, distributing evenly.  Al-
low meat to rest in fridge.

2. Meanwhile, bring roughly 1 quart of water to a boil, and add in ¼ teaspoon of baking soda (this 
will help soften the kernel).  Add cut kernels to water, and cook for about 4-5 minutes (or until 
kernels are tender).  Thoroughly drain corn and allow to cool in a bowl.  In a separate bowl, 
combine lime juice and honey, and slowly whisk in olive oil to form a emulsion; season to taste 
with kosher salt and cracked black pepper.

3. Preheat grill.  Remove chicken from fridge.  Using four sticks, arrange several large pieces of 
meat along two skewers each.  Season with salt and pepper and grill on all sides until meat is 
cooked; allow to rest.

4. When corn has cooled, add honey-lime dressing, fresh cilantro, cherry tomatoes, goat cheese, 
and gently fold together; adjust seasoning with salt and pepper.  Serve with grilled chicken 
skewers.

CG ICON // Healthy Eats

...especially when your move is FREE!

Relax, professional movers will do the
work and Meadow Lakes will pay the bill!*

Mooresville’s premier senior living community has
more to offer than ever!
•	 Independent Living Garden Homes from $1135 / mo. (Utilities included)

•	 Licensed Assisted Living Apartments from only $2325 / mo. 

•	 5%	discount	on	monthly	rent	for	any	veteran	or	widow	of	a	veteran

•	 Free	fitness	center	with	personal	trainer

•	 Weekly housekeeping, laundry, and basic cable included in rent 
     (Assisted Living Apartments only)

•	 Planned activities, scheduled transportation, and beauty salon                          
*Ask for details.

Call Barb at 834-1791 to arrange 
your personal tour. Mention this 
ad when you call and receive 
a special gift at the conclusion 
of your tour!

ASCSeniorCare.com

CMG 120865

 CGEF Grant to help improve
elementary school attendance

The Center Grove Education Foundation has 
been awarded a $5,000 grant by the Johnson 
County Community Foundation. The grant, 
awarded on Sept. 27 will provide funding for 
the Center Grove Community School Cor-
poration to participate in the Johnson County 
Community Corrections’ Family Resource 
Program during the 2012-13 school year. 
Elementary attendance has been identified 

as a primary indicator to future suspension, 
expulsion, and delinquency rates. A Family 
Resource Officer visits the home, assesses the 
needs of the family, and identifies the social 
services from which the family is in need of 
support. For more information contact Carla 
Johnson at 881-9326 ext. 1660 or cjohnson@
centergrovefoundation.org.

TsT Home Improvement Services LLC 
Tip of the Month
By Tom S. Truesdale

 Most people only think of cleaning gutters in the Fall when leaves are 
falling but in fact keeping gutters clean year around is important for many 
reasons. Some trees such as Maple and Pine trees, shed seeds and needles 
all year round that can potentially clog gutters and downspouts.
Gutters are a critical part of your homes water control system. If gutters are 
not functioning properly many problems can be created.
•  Overfl owing water from clogged gutters can damage soffi  t and gutter 
 boards.
•  Ponding ground water from uncontrolled roof run off  can migrate into your crawlspace or eventually 
 damage foundations.
•  Ice dams can be created during freezing temperatures, causing damage to the gutters themselves as well
 as soffi  t, gutter board and roof decking.
•  Gutters which are not fl owing correctly and creating ponding water within the gutter can eventually 
 cause water damage and rot to your gutter board and soffi  t. 
Gutter Guards are not always the answer - Pros and Cons
� ere are a large variety of gutter guards on the market today and just as large a range in pricing. � e type 
of gutter guards should be carefully considered before installation. Depending on the type of trees and leaf 
shed gutter guards can still become clogged creating the same problems mentioned above after substantial 
investment in the incorrect type of guard. If a gutter is extremely inaccessible, 2nd or 3rd story, a guard is 
sometimes a good option. If your home is a single story with a relatively fl at roof, gutter guards may be a 
wasted investment. Periodic cleaning by an able person is most likely the best solution. Always consider 
ladder safety when inspecting and cleaning gutters.
If you have questions as to if your gutters are functioning properly or if gutter guards are needed to protect 
your gutter system contact a quali� ed local contractor for a free inspection and opinion. 

TsT Home Improvement Services LLC
Helping people one job at a time...

317-550-8677
Plainfi eld, IN 46168

                

1 Free Home Improvement Consulting Visit
Home Renovations  • Home Additions • Garages / Detached Buildings • Concrete

Decks • Home Improvements Consulting • Handyman Services • Hardwood Floor Restoration
Furniture Repair and Refi nishing • Fitness Rooms / Home Climbing Walls

Gutters Gutters Gutters

Certified Public Accountants
•  Individual Tax Preparation,  

Planning & Consultation
•  Business Tax Preparation,  

Planning & Consultation
•  Compilation & Review Services
•  Accounting & Bookkeeping Services
• Payroll Processing731-7655

6838 S. East St.
Indianapolis, IN 46227

www.brawleycpa.com
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Invisible Indoor Air & Surface Pollution is on the Rise!

Office: 317-837-6665 • Toll Free: 877-877-9744

Mold Spores Can Cause Health Issues:
Allergy Type Symptoms • Headaches • Chronic Cough • Dizzy Spells

Mold Inspections, Testing & NON-Destructive Removal

Visit our website: Americanmoldexperts.com 

Transferable Warranty
100% Money Back Guarantee

Lab Results in 24 hours at competitive pricing

We have thestrongestguaranteesin the industry!

Non-Toxic 

Treatment

Safe for Kids, 

Pets & Furniture

be COnFiDenT in yOur HOme Air quAliTy.

Tech Talk
It knows everything - A new bracelet called the Larklife can track aspects of your daily life in 
order to help you make healthy life choices. According to the makers, it will eventually under-
stand certain activities and patterns and send your phone messages via an app if you’ve been 
sitting around too much.  –wired.com
Organizational App – Confused with what medication to be taking? A researcher at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health is working on an application that discerns drugs from one another by 
taking a quick picture.  –gizmodo.com
Angry Vader – Popular iPhone and Android game Angry Birds is merging with the “Star Wars” 
films next month. Imagine the goofy birds from the slingshot destruction game sporting “Star 
Wars” Halloween costumes.  –money.cnn.com
Security – Just as you change your sheets, you should change your passwords. How long exactly? 
Gizmodo.com recommends changing them quarterly, which will make your accounts safer and 
allow you to rest more easily.  -gizmodo.com

Question: I am getting a blue screen on my computer with a long error code and Windows doesn’t 
load.  Is this worth repairing or should I just buy a new computer?

Answer: This is commonly referred to as a “BSOD” or Blue Screen of Death. It can be caused by 
something as serious as malfunctioning hardware or something less fatal like a bad update that didn’t 
“sit right” on installation or even a virus that has compromised the operating system. Generally speak-
ing, if you like the computer and were content using it until that problem arose, then it’s certainly 
worth investigating a repair. If you were thinking of getting a new computer anyway, it might be 
best to recover your data and save your repair dollars to put towards a new one. Whether you get the 

computer repaired or not, the data is usually recoverable in the case of a 
BSOD. 

Question: I leave my laptop plugged in all the time. Someone told 
me I shouldn’t do this, is this true? 

Answer: Leaving your laptop plugged in all the time 
charging the battery does reduce the battery’s abil-
ity to hold a charge. You should discharge your battery 

2-3 times per month to “exercise” it. Charge it fully then 
unplug it and let it run down until you get a warning on 

your screen that the battery is getting low then you can plug it back in to 
recharge. This warning usually appears in a little “bubble” near the clock on the system tray on your 
screen.  Some people prefer to fully charge their batteries and then remove it rather than do this. 
Keep in mind that if you do this, you should remove the battery with the power to the computer off 
and unplug the power cord from the computer prior to removing the battery. Also, bear in mind that 

if you do this method instead, any interruption in power while the computer is turned on will result 
in it immediately turning off since you don’t have the battery attached for supplemental power. If you 
have already been leaving it plugged in all the time and it no longer holds a charge, the battery needs 
to be replaced. You will not be able to increase its capacity by charging it and discharging it at that 
point. Keep mind manufacturers consider batteries consumable parts – in other words, they don’t ex-
pect your battery to last the life of the machine.

 Regina Miller owns Geek In Pink. Contact her with a tech questions at regina@geekinpink.com or (317) 882-1606.

CG ICON // Geek Speak

Blue screen of death and extending your battery’s life
By Regina Miller

ALL NEW

2013 FORD FUSION
                 & FUSION HYBRID

BEST IN CLASS
FUEL ECONOMY

47 CITY/HWY
47 COMBINED*

Fusion SE Starting at

$21,700*Hybrid Model. See Dealer for Details.

317.885.9800
1250 U.S. 31 South • Greenwood, IN 46143

RaySkillmanFord.com
RaySkillmanSouthsideHyundai.com
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INDIANA’S #1 RAM TRUCK DEALER
We have hundreds of trucks available!

OVER 100

RAM TRUCKS

AVAILABLE

 Monday - Friday 8am-8pm Sale Ends
 Saturday 8am-6pm Nov. 15

www.fletcherchrysler.com

2012 Chrysler 300

$37,997

2011 Dodge Durango
 Crew

$24,495

2010 Jeep Wrangler Sport

$14,997

2009 Ford Mustang

$21,440

2008 Chrysler 300 Limited

3099 N. Morton St. (U.S. 31)
Franklin, IN

(317) 738-4170
8 MILES SOUTH OF GREENWOOD PARK MALL
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USED CAR SUPERSTORE

FIVE STAR

$41,808

2012 Dodge Challenger  
SRT8

$23,495

2012 Ford Econoline 
Wagon

$30,998

2012 Jeep Wrangler
 Rubicon

$41,988

2012 Ram 3500 ST
 

$24,988

2011 Dodge Charger
 

$28,995

2011 Ford Escape XLT

$19,997

2010 Chevrolet Traverse 
LS

$18,995 $24,330

2010 Chrysler Town and 
Country Limited

Over 100
Used Cars
Available

December 1, 2-4:30 p.m.: Celebrate the annual Johnson County tradition of a visit with Santa Claus 
at the museum prior to the Downtown Franklin holiday lighting parade.  Courtesy of Main Street 
Market, a 4 x 6 photo of your child with Santa is free of charge. There will be crafts for kids, and 
holiday-themed games and activities.

December 8, noon-3 p.m.: View the museum’s holiday decorations, and vote for your favorite Dec-
A-Tree display while waiting to meet Santa and Mrs. Claus. Photos with Santa can be purchased for 
$5. Kids can make a holiday-themed craft, and learn about Johnson County history by participating 
in the museum scavenger hunt. Event sponsored by Mutual Savings Bank.

December 15, 1-3 p.m.: The sounds of music will fill the air, when “The Voices of Franklin” choral 
group performs holiday favorites at the museum’s annual Open House.  With complimentary apple 
cider and cookies, take a moment to vote for your favorite Dec-A-Tree entry. See “This Historic 
House”, their photography exhibit that continues through the end of the month.

Admission to all holiday events at The Johnson County Museum, 135 N. Main St., Franklin, is free of 
charge.  For more information, call (317) 346-4500, or visit johnsoncountymuseum.org.

Holiday Events 
at the 

Johnson County Museum

CG ICON // Relationships

Holidays are a great time 
for forgiveness

The ghosts and goblins that rang our 
doorbells with anticipation of a sweet 
treat have gone away for another year, 
and we now begin to focus on the holi-
days. The holiday for season for many 
is a warm, wonderful time of year. For 
others it is a time filled with feelings 
of anxiety surrounding family get-
togethers with relatives that we have 
not seen in a while, busy stores and 
financial obligations. I encourage you 
to not allow your inner Scrooge to hin-
der your holidays. There are many ways 
that we can use the holiday season as a 
time of personal growth, adding to our 
enjoyment.
For many of us the holidays are so 

stressful and demanding because we 
choose to take part in the hustle and 
bustle and ignore the charitable implications 
of the season. Many find that volunteering at a 
food bank or shelter is an excellent way of not 
only helping those less fortunate, but boosting 
our own feelings of satisfaction and self-worth 

as well. Donating toys, food, clothing, or our 
time to those in need will surely aide in fight-
ing holiday anxiety over our need to provide an 
abundance of material things.
The holiday season is also a great time for for-

giveness. We may have relatives or friends who 
at some time have acted toward us in a negative 
way. These feelings may cause us to dread family 
functions. I encourage those who can to put this 
baggage down, and look toward the positives 
that come from honest forgiveness. Allowing 
ill feelings to control our own happiness only 
continues to keep these wounds fresh, when they 
should have healed long ago.
During the holidays we also may experience 

feelings of sadness and longing for loved ones 
that we have lost. Facing our own feelings of 
grief and loss by remembering the times when 
we were with our loved ones can be a very heal-

ing process. Many choose to use family gather-
ings to tell stories of loved ones passed, view 
home movies, or pass around pictures. Children 
can even become involved and learn about the 
wonderful people that are a part of their heritage.
Whatever you find yourself doing this holiday 

season, I hope that your times are full of happi-
ness, fond memories, charity, love and cheer.

By Judith McKinney

Judith McKinney is a counselor with A New Day Counsel-
ing and Education Services, LLC. Contact her at anewday-
ces@gmail.com or (317) 844-5075.

There is time
Think you don’t have time to work out? You are wrong. A 30-minute, 
intense workout can boost your metabolism and tone your muscles. 20 
minutes should be spent on resistance training, and the remaining time 
on cardio at various intervals of intensity. Those three-hour gym ses-
sions? Viable, but not necessary. -www.webmd.com

Snoozing
If you’re wondering why you still feel tired after a full night’s rest, it may 
be because you are not getting enough iron. Eat more red meats, fish, 
and poultry. Vitamin C helps with absorption, so turn to a glass of or-
ange juice as well. You’ll feel better in the morning. 
-www.cnn.com

Have some
Chocolate has been known for its heart health benefits, has recently been associated 
with lowering risk of stroke in men. A Swedish study observed a 17 percent lower risk 
among those who consumed more on a weekly basis. -www.foxnews.com

Flip flop
Looking for an easy way to cut calories? Switch your evening workout to the morning. 
A recent study by Brigham Young University says doing so will reduce your desire for 
food throughout the day, and will cause you to be more active overall.
-www.livescience.com

Keep glowing
Keep glowing – One of the best ways to achieve healthy, glowing skin is by eating a 
variety of colorful fruits and veggies. Try snacking on blueberries, strawberries or dif-
ferent kinds of peppers. Foods high in Omega-3 fatty acids, such as salmon and wal-
nuts, are also great for the skin. -www.livescience.com

HEALTH Dispatches

For many of us 
the holidays are 
so stressful and 
demanding
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Voters’ Guide

Editor’s Note: On Nov. 6, White River Township residents will 
have the opportunity to choose school board members for two open 
positions. Running for the two positions are Dr. Matt Prusiecki, Rob 
Richards and incumbent, Carol Tumey. In October the Center Grove 
Education Foundation and the United Teachers Association held a 

candidates forum where community members fielded questions to the 
candidates. Due to time constraints many of the questions were not 
answered. Following the forum, the questions were sent via email to 
the candidates. We have published their responses below. 

Matt Prusiecki

Rob Richards

Carol Tumey

Where they stand

Are you familiar with the Finland schools 
and how they are graduating students that 
are in the top in most statistics worldwide 
without all of the testing? How can we teach 
so that students learn to think instead of 
learn to answer questions on tests?

Prusiecki:  Instructional strategies to integrate 
critical thinking skills are something that can 
be imbedded into the curriculum. The ability to 
think critically is a skill that all employers seek 
when looking for valued employees. As a larger 
nation per capita than Finland, we also strive to 
educate all of our children through our public 
education system as well as those institutions 
that are privately funded. State testing as well as 
the input of federal oversight can be cumbersome 
to what we are trying to achieve at the local level. 
I believe that the school corporation must take 
the responsibility to adhere to the rules, regula-
tions and requirements that are imposed upon it 
from the state and national level. However, it is 
also the local decision of the school corporation 
to seek and optimize strategies that satisfy not 
only these requirements successfully, but best 
prepare students for a post-secondary career.

Richards:  I am not familiar with Finland 
schools and their results. It sounds like a worth-
while endeavor to learn more. There needs to be 
some comparative review completed to fully un-
derstand the differences and their significance. It 
does seem odd that there are claims to being top 
in most statistics worldwide. Makes me wonder 
how they know that without some type of test-
ing. Regarding the second question, the response 
with recommendations needs to come from our 
people with instructional expertise, both admin-
istration and teachers.

Tumey:  I am vaguely familiar with the situa-
tion in the schools in Finland. I am, however, 
familiar with various strategies in other countries 
with regard to their education process. In many 
foreign countries, students are selected according 
to their capabilities to move in their education 
beyond the common school years. Only those 
with special abilities are permitted to move on to 
the secondary level and college to further their 
study. This, of course, contrasts with the United 
States where public education is available to 

ALL students through grade 12. Students who 
wish to matriculate beyond their senior year in 
high school can do so as their personal financial 
resources, grants and scholarships permit.

How will you engage all board members to 
accomplish school priorities?

Prusiecki:  I mentioned this during the forum 
that I believe any school board must follow a 
process to serve as a representative of the com-
munity as well as work together as a five member 
board of trustees. This process includes:
1. Listen - be available and accessible for all 
community members to hear the concerns and 
issues that are prominent within the community. 
2. Gather Information - The Board has a respon-
sibility to conduct its due diligence to investigate 
and gather as much information as possible for 
any given topic that may be brought to a board 
member’s attention. 
3. Ask Questions - When receiving information 
from a variety of sources, Board Members must 
ask pertinent questions to seek a solution that 
would best serve the community. 
4. Have Meaningful Dialogue - Board members 
must come together and discuss these issues with 
one another. Meaningful dialogue calls for all 
board members to listen to one another, seek for 
understanding and come to a possible resolution 
based upon that interactive dialogue. 
5. Vote - Each board member has equal power 
- one person, one vote. This allows for a group 
to form collective decisions while preventing 
any one board member to pursue his or her own 
agenda. This is the process I would seek as a way 
to address situations if one is not already in place. 
Collaboration with the rest of the board mem-
bers is critical for seeking out quality decisions 
for our children.

Richards:  I find this question most interesting 
as it implies that some board members are not 
engaged, which would disappoint me. Assum-
ing this to be the situation, I would want to get 
collaborative agreement on the process regard-
ing how the board will work together. Inherent 
in that process would be full participation with 
input from all members in the decision making 
activity. Additionally, we can focus on the items 
in the strategic plan for direction and priority.

Tumey:  It is no secret that very often five mem-
bers of the school board bring five varied person-
alities to the table. The secret to the five members 
working together is in collaboration, openness 
and respecting the other members’ opinions. 
Having said that, it is not usually expected that 
all board members will always agree on the same 
subject.

How would becoming a town affect the 
school corporation financially?

Prusiecki:  First of all, the largest fund for the 
school corporation would not be affected. The 
General Fund, which provides for the majority of 
salaries and benefits for all employees, is funded 
through state revenue reflective of sales taxes and 
income taxes. Each child represents a specific 
dollar amount from the state’s school funding 
formula. The number of children multiplied by 
the dollar value per child gives the school corpo-
ration a large percentage of its money. However, 
local property taxes still generate the revenue 
for a debt service fund (money to pay debt from 
construction costs), capital projects fund (money 
used to pay for educational support needs and 
facility needs, Transportation (busing), and the 
Bus Replacement Fund (money to buy new 
buses). If we were to become a town, possible 
new taxation would increase the cost to the local 
citizen in addition to the money collected for our 
school funds. Schools, I do not believe, would 
receive less money ; however, I am not certain of 
that. There always is the possibility if we became 
a town that “politics” may or may not “cut into” 
the money that local property taxes may generate 
for schools.

Richards:  My understanding is that this is a 
community/political issue, and as such, Center 
Grove Schools has not taken a position on this 
topic. I have not seen any formal report/analysis 
from the administration during board meetings 
I’ve attended. I suggest contacting Mr. Arkanoff 
or Dr. Gabriel on this matter.

Tumey:  The incorporation of the White River 
Township is a political issue. The school corpora-
tion is not involved in the discussion of this issue.

If teachers are required to be trained in topics 
with special service children, should coaches 
also?

Prusiecki:  I believe that a school corporation 
needs to provide the professional development 
necessary for all employees who work with 
children. If the topics in question require train-
ing to benefit the student learning process, than 
those who are involved with that process, either 
directly or indirectly, should be allowed the train-
ing support.

Richards:  I’m not certain what topics are linked 
to this question so I will assume it is about safety, 
interaction, and communication with special ser-
vice children. I believe all school personnel who 
are in positions of supporting activities of special 
service children should be properly trained. This 
includes, but is not limited to administrators, 
teachers, instructional assistants, coaches, extra-
curricular leaders, bus drivers, custodians, and 
food service personnel appropriate to the level at 
which they interact with and/or are responsible 
for these children.

Tumey:  There are many coaches at this time 
who have degrees, whether as a major or mi-
nor, in special services. This is a current trend 
in higher education. Center Grove is fortunate 
to have coaches who welcome special needs 
students who are interested in competition or 
serving as student coaches or student/managers. 
The coaches are cognizant of the limitations and 
proceed with those limitations in mind. I have 
observed the Center Grove coaches and various 
team members give much support to those with 
special needs. This relationship and camaraderie 
can be one of the most rewarding aspects of a 
special needs student’s high school experience.

Do coaches have to have any experience? Do 
you think they should?

Prusiecki:  Typically, anyone who coaches is 
deemed qualified on account of their past experi-
ences with what is being coached. The amount 
of experience one needs to be considered a coach 
varies directly with the person’s ability to inspire 
and teach others to educate our children.

Richards:  Yes, I believe it is more beneficial for 
students if coaches have prior experience as a 
participant or coach.

Tumey:  Typically, only in the smallest of school 
corporations might a coach be hired without 
any experience. If hired in that situation, those 
coaches may have been a competitor in that 
specific sport in high school and even college. In 
addition, those coaches may have had exposure 
to the sport through family ties. Inexperienced 
coaches usually begin their coaching career at 
the junior high, move to the freshman level and 
onto the varsity ranks. Many school corporations 
encourage their coaches at all levels to become 
members of the various state and national coach-
es associations relative to their sport. Those asso-
ciations provide sports specific education at vari-
ous workshops and seminars. These conferences 
are held at least annually, some may even be 
quarterly. According to the finances of the school 
corporation, the coaches might be reimbursed for 
at least mileage. A large percentage of coaches 
attend these functions out of their own passion 

to become better prepared and knowledgeable in 
their respective sport. Many times, they do so at 
their own personal expense.

What are your thoughts about adding more 
financial classes (money management, debt 
avoidance) to the curriculum?

Prusiecki:  Classes like these two examples are 
always good ideas to help prepare our students 
for adulthood. As specific classes are embedded 
into the curriculum in classes like economics, 
fiscal education provides the necessary under-
standing all students need as they grow into 
adulthood.

Richards:  Our focus includes graduating stu-
dents who will be prepared for the next stage of 
their adult lives and to be accountable, produc-
tive citizens. Now more than ever, I believe it 
is imperative that our young adults have the 
financial knowledge and tools to manage their 
money. My understanding is that financial edu-
cation is a state requirement and the school has 
chosen to integrate the financial training within 
other courses rather than have separate classes. If 
this is not being accomplished, perhaps adding 
financial classes is appropriate. Curriculum lead-
ership, principals and classroom teachers should 
be responsible for ensuring this instruction is 
provided. 

Tumey:  Center Grove provides opportuni-
ties for personal finance, money management 
and debt avoidance in their curriculum. Other 
specific classes include financial service, busi-
ness classes, personal financial responsibility and 
personal law.

As a school board member, you are informed 
that another school board member had a 
school employee send out an endorsement 
for a particular school board candidate to an 
email list of parents. What is your reaction, 
and what action, if any, would you consider?

Prusiecki:  I was informed that school policy 
forbids any candidates from using school prop-
erty to place yard signs. I would speculate that 
a board member having a school employee us-
ing school email to contact parents to vote for 
a specific candidate would be a breach in ethics 
contrary to the above policy. As a school board 
candidate, I would hope the election for school 
board members would be conducted on an open 
and honest playing field. I would focus on what 
I can do for my election and hope others would 
do the same.

Richards:  I sure hope this is a theoretical ques-
tion. I would be disappointed with my board 
member peer. The consequences would depend 
on the extent of the action as well as whether it 
involved pre-planning, use of school computers 
or lists, school-paid time, etc.

Tumey:  If school board members become aware 
of another board member involved in such ac-
tion, conversations should be held between that 
board member and the rest of the board regard-
ing the inappropriateness of such action.
    

School Board Candidates – Center Grove Community School Corporation

Teacher
of the
Month

Kids, send your name, address, and

telephone number along with a

100-word summary of why your

teacher should be honored as the

ICON Teacher of the Month to

teacher@myicon.info now through

the end of the school year. 

Please take time
to nominate a deserving

Center Grove teacher.

CENTER  GROVE
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John Gray says he can’t find the words to ex-
press his appreciation for the community support 
his family has received during the last two years. 
When his son, Nathaniel Gray, accidently shot 
himself in the eye with a BB gun while with his 
babysitter two years ago, he gradually lost 90 
percent of the vision in his right eye. With the 
babysitter not having adequate insurance, the 
Gray family has had to pay all medical expenses. 
Guitarworks in Greenwood held its second ben-
efit on Oct. 21 to help the Center Grove family 
with the medical costs.
“It really is something special,” Gray says. “I’ve 

worked at Guitar works for about 8 years. I’ve 
gotten to know and build a relationship with a lot 
of students. Those families have all been so good 
to us. It’s been a very positive community family 
kind of feeling.”

Nathaniel, now 5 years old, played drums at 
the benefit, which coincided with Guitarworks’ 
Band Builders concert. Band Builders is a group 
which John teaches where students who have 
never been in a band before can come together, 
rehearse a selection of songs to perform in a con-
cert. The benefit last year raised $5,000 for the 
family. Nathaniel still has a long road ahead of 
him. Having already gone under two surgeries, he 
will eventually need a cataract surgery for the scar 
tissue developing. Additional donations can be 
made to the Nathaniel Gray Benefit Trust at any 
Chase Bank.
“It’s been a blessing,” John says. “It’s not just 

donating things. My son will go into rehearsals 
and they all just embrace him as family.”

By Nicole Davis

From left,the Grays - John, Nathaniel and Elizabeth - take time out during Guitarworks Fourth Annual charity Concert on Oct. 21.

Thanksgiving blessing
Community comes together for Gray family

Mike Heffner, Center Grove resident and own-
er of the Greenwood Express Employment Pro-
fessionals, has come up with another way to help 
people in his community get to work and have 

food this Thanksgiving and Christmas.
“People are starting to feel the pres-
sure of the holiday season,” Heffner 

says. “This year, we 
thought maybe we 
can do something 
out of the box to 
help people not 
be so anxious.”
Along with his 

Hire 1 … Help 
2 program, en-
couraging busi-
nesses to hire an 
additional person 

even if just for 
one week this 

holiday 
season, 
he has 
part-

nered with local food pantries such as Mt. 
Pleasant Church in Greenwood. The church 
announced a goal to donate food to double their 
usual amount of 600 families this year. Heffner 
pledged to feed 100 families, one for each added 
person their office will help find employment. 
 “When I first started my business seven years 

ago, I wanted to do something of value to give 
back to the community,” Heffner said. “There are 
a lot of folks that are homeless and hungry in the 
community. Hunger in general is a problem. I 
feel like there’s a particular portion of the com-
munity that we don’t help today… Even people 
we can’t necessarily help find a job; we want to 
provide help in some way. At the end of the day, 
we’re in the hope business.”
As of Oct. 26, 100 companies have signed up 

to help Express Employment’s goal of hiring 
250 people just before the holidays. Local busi-
nesses can help by hiring an Express associate 
from Nov. 5-11, providing a reference for that 
associate to use in finding future employment 
and sharing the campaign with other businesses 
in the community. Visit employmentindy.com for 
more information.

Heffner’s Express Employment campaigns 
for food and jobs this holiday

CG ICON // Community Icons

Center Grove Marching Trojans band member Geoffrey Jones (center) was chosen an All-American out of 1,300 applicants.

Excelling in music and values
Center Grove High School senior Geoffrey 

Jones will march with 124 other All-American 
band members in San Antonio come Jan. 5.
He will perform at half-time with the U.S. 

All-American Marching Band at the nationally-
broadcasted U.S. Army All-American Bowl 
game. It will start at noon (EST) and will be 
televised live on NBC (Channel 13).
The game will be in the Alamodome in San 

Antonio. The competing All-American high 
school football teams have yet to be selected.
Local soldiers presented Jones, a drummer, a 

jacket and an expenses-paid invitation before fel-
low bandsmen, classmates and family last week 
at his high school.
Last year’s bowl game drew 39,000 fans in ad-

dition to the millions who watch via television, 
said spokesman Rommel Forde, when reached in 
Wharton, NJ.

Forde said the All-American high school 
bandsmen were selected “not just because they 
excel in music, but because they embody the val-
ues of soldiers, such as loyalty and respect.”
Jone was nominated by Kevin Schuessler, one 

of the school’s three band directors. Schuessler in 
May sent an application that included a video of 
Jones’ performing.
Schuessler said Center Grove had two guard 

girls selected to perform in the bowl two years 
ago.
“It’s not the first time we have been so hon-

ored,” he said.
Forde said the All-American Bowl has been the 

national premier high school football game that 
has launched the careers of such notable NFL 
stars as Andrew Luck of the Indianapolis Colts, 
and Mark Sanchez and Tim Tebow of the New 
York Jets.

Center Grove’s Jones selected to
Army’s All-American band

Brandon Comer lives out his dream of dancing at Dance Kaleidoscope
Follow your dreams, Brandon Comer says. It’s 

something he has done since a toddler. Seeing 
his interest in dance, his parents enrolled him in 
gymnastics at age three and dance classes at age 
four. The 2009 Center Grove High School grad-
uate is now demonstrating his years of experience 
at Dance Kaleidoscope, a professional contempo-
rary dance company in Indianapolis.
 “A lot of people who haven’t seen a professional 

dance group who have come to see me, friends 

from high school, have fallen in love with dance,” 
Comer says.
Comer says though dance was not a big thing 

in Center Grove, the show choir is, doing things 
other choirs don’t do like ballroom. He was also 
actively involved in the music theatre depart-
ment. He says believe it or now, up until his se-
nior year, he thought dancing was just something 
he loved doing and that he would go to school to 
be a veterinarian. He began watching Dance Ka-

leidoscope his sophomore year and it influenced 
him to join right after graduation.
“We think the world of Brandon,” says Carla 

Johnson, whose son was in Sound System, the 
boy’s show choir at the same time as Comer. 
“The shows at Dance Kaleidoscope are incred-
ible. They will always exceed your expectations. 
We always knew Brandon would be a famous 
dancer. He was just a very good kid with a very 
supportive family. The kids were all together so 
much, it did feel like family. As parents you feel 
like when one of them succeeds, you are very 
proud of them.”
Comer says he gained much of his experience 

from Dance Refinery in Perry Township, where 
he still teaches four days a week. He grew up 
with a set of dance styles including tap, jazz, bal-
let, hip hop. He says Dance Refinery helped him 
grow his interests, informing him of larger per-
formances he could try out for. He says perform-
ing in Butler University’s Nutcracker as a child 

was a great opportunity for him to experience a 
larger production. He says he loves being able to 
teach children and showing them the opportuni-
ties they have, like he was shown at their age.
 “Teaching has actually really helped me,” 

Comer says. “Telling them little things like point 
your feet has helped me with my own dance. It’s 
very neat how teaching and still dancing goes 
together.”
He says the challenges make it worth the ef-

fort; that sense of accomplishment of practicing a 
hard step until he finally gets it right. Comer has 
big plans for his future of dance, with dreams of 
performing on Broadway in New York. For now, 
he says he is enjoying time at Dance Kaleido-
scope and has no intentions of leaving.
 “The big thing is to dance as long as I can,” 

Comer says. “Dance is one of those careers that 
are shortened by age. So the hardest part is stay-
ing healthy and having a long dance career.”

By Nicole Davis

A life of dance

Upcoming Dance Kaleidoscope performance
Old Blue Eyes: Frank Sinatra and the Rat Pack

Dec. 6-16, varying times
Indiana Repertory Theatre

140 W. Washington St.
dancekal.org

 “When I first 
started my business
seven years ago, I 
wanted to do 
something of value 
to give back to the 
community.”

Mike Heffner

Mike Heffner 

By Mike Alexander

By Nicole Davis

By Nicole Davis
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Branden Comer performs on stage with Dance Kaleidoscope every other month.
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By Charles R. Thomas, M.D.

Charles R. Thomas, M.D. owns Chateau Thomas Winery with locations in Plainfield, Fishers, Bloomington and Nashville. Contact him at charlest@chateauthomas.com.

Avoiding the dreaded spill
Whether you are a quite fastidious drinker, 

a wine geek, a serious student of 
wine, a casual drinker or 

just a drinking slob, no 
one wants to go home 
with red wine stains 
on his/her shirt or 

blouse. Properly 
and hastily 
treated, most 

wine stains 
on most 
fabrics or 

surfaces can 
be eradicated but 

not all. So, in this case, as in many, prevention is 
the key to elimination. There are several gadgets 
designed to prevent spillage of wine during 
pouring from either the bottle or the decanter.
When you dine at fancier restaurants, you may 

notice that when the server, who is often the 
lowest ranking of the service staff, will serve 
your water and will have a folded napkin that 
he holds vertically next to your water glass to 
prevent water splashing onto you or the table-

cloth. This same technique is also used by wine 
servers to avoid the embarrassing event of a wine 
spill. One of the simplest techniques to avoid 
drips is to pour the wine from the bottle or the 
decanter in such a way that the twisting of the 
container itself prevents drippage. It generally 
requires at least a quarter turn of the bottle to 
prevent drips, sometimes more. The pourer (or 
server) must hold the bottle in a semi-horizontal 
position with the wrist rotated outwardly so that 
the bottle and the palm of the hand are pointing 
downward and away from the body. The wine is 
poured with the bottle beginning in that position 
and then the wrist is rotated to the inside, thus 
completing an approximate 90o turn. This mo-
tion should be smooth and steady and also end-
ing in an upward direction so that the un-poured 
wine will fall back into the bottle or decanter. To 
clarify: a right-handed person would pour with 
the wrist rotating from right to left; conversely, a 
left hander would rotate from left to right. Prac-
tice this at home with water.
A common violation of wine etiquette is to 

raise the glass from the table and pour the wine, 
generally with the notion that spillage will be 

reduced this way. Actually, it still occurs, mostly 
from the wine sliding down the side of the 
bottleneck. Wine should be poured into glasses 
while on the table at its place. This procedure 
is made easier by arranging the glasses in order 
with the first glass closest to the table edge and 
succeeding glasses behind the first. This way the 
waiter is seldom reaching over another glass to 
pour.
Well, as usual, science and innovation have 

come to the rescue to give us gadgets to prevent 
spills. Several pouring spouts exist that can be 
inserted into the opening of the bottle that will 
prevent, to a large degree, the loss of wine dur-
ing the pour. These are generally of a particular 
design – a cylinder inside another cylinder that 
magically lets the spill fall back in between the 
two cylinders and prevent the spillage. Many 
newer designs use a fluted pouring spout in 
combination to make pouring easier. These are 
generally easy to use and inexpensive compared 
to Aunt Martha’s linen tablecloth. Such devices 
range from $5.00 retail and upward to one that 
is combined with a vacuum device designed to 
remove air from the bottle to preserve the wine. 

Some have a lid in combination that will close 
off the opening after pouring. These gadgets are 
made from anything from plastic to stainless 
steel to glass to wood. 
Perhaps the most innovative and simplest is 

the Drip Stop pourer that is made from Mylar 
plastic and looks like metal; it is a shiny, silver-
colored, thin, flexible disc three inches in diam-
eter. It is rolled up and inserted into the bottle 
opening about half way. It works beautifully, is 
reusable, washable, and costs about $7.00 for a 
set of 3! You can slip one into your shirt pocket 
or your wallet. The same design is available in 
stainless steel, if you prefer, but this is one simple 
and cheap.
Another popular device is a decorative collar, 

usually about three-fourths inch wide that slips 
over the bottle neck and has a lining of inert ma-
terial, which absorbs the drippings should they 
fall down the side of the bottle. These often have 
elegant metalwork or other design and are found 
in gift sets combined with other wine gadgets. If 
you unavoidably attend a wine tasting with the 
aforementioned drinking slob, your best option is 
to wear a raincoat!

No other provider in central Indiana is home to more cardiovascular innovation, coordinated care and talent than Community Heart and Vascular 
located at Community Hospital South. We are dedicated to providing comprehensive care with groundbreaking heart and vascular innovation. 
We offer the most advanced diagnostic and interventional cardiology available, earning Chest Pain with PCI accreditation by the Society of Chest 
Pain Centers and certified by the Joint Commission as a Primary Stroke Center. We are the best choice when it comes to heart and vascular care. 
To learn more, visit eCommunity.com/heart.

Cardiovascular innovation, 
healing and health start here.

eCommunity.com/heart

CHNB2783 CHVSouth4_CntGrv ICON.indd   1 10/17/12   10:10 AM

The finest facilities 
the largest most 
knowledgeable staff,  
available at the fairest 
prices. We have not 
increased our prices 
in 5 years to show our 
commitment to you 
and these economic 
times. We not only 
match competitors 
prices, but promise to 
beat them.

Only family owned funeral home and cemetery combination on the South Side

35% OFF ALL CEMETERY AND FUNERAL PRE-PLANNING THROUGH NOVEMBERCG ICON // Wine
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Dunn-Stear says she can’t imagine ‘life without art’

Complied by Rick Myers

Barbara Dunn-Stear says it was “a certain momentous birthday” that she decided to purse art, be-
cause prior to that her family and professional obligations would not permit it. “Learning to create 
paintings in water media was that special something I didn’t even know was missing,” she says.  “And 
I can’t imagine my life without art now.  Creating something new and all your own takes you away 
from everyday pressures.  The friendships made in Southside Art League (SALI) and the Greenwood 
Arts Council are treasured.  I am a proponent of life-long learning, which in my real estate practice 
is a must and now art lessons are a must meant only for me.” Barbara exhibits her work at the Off 
Broadway Gallery, 299 E. Broadway St., Greenwood, as well as at the Greenwood Social and other 
venues as shows schedule.

Name: Barbara Dunn-Stear

Art medium:  Watercolor and Acrylics

Art education: Twelve years of classes through the 
Southside Art League, Inc. and with various fine artists 
and workshops in Indiana and Ohio.

When did you begin creating art? Always 
loved the creative process as a child and continued that 
with sewing, crafting, needlepoint and decorating.

Is your art your primary means of liv-
ing? If not, tell us what you do profes-
sionally? I wish!  But I also love my job as a real 
estate broker, serving the Southside primarily since 1989.

What does your art represent to you? 
Art brings to life what you need – colors, texture, imagi-
nation, calm or energy or release.  It allows a different 
vision of your world to come through.

What inspires you to create your artwork? My best work is about things I have 
an emotional attachment to like family or things connected to family, nature and animals, especially 
my pets.

What do you hope to have art appreciators take with them from 
your artwork? A little something that speaks to the heart, a fond memory or a special place 
that we might share.

What artist inspires you?  I don’t have to go far to find inspiration!  We have many 
renowned local artists featured at our gallery as well as at the Hoosier Salon, Brown County Galler-
ies and the Indianapolis Museum of Art.  The boldness of a Georgia O’Keefe and a master like Van 
Gogh are among my favorites that everyone would know.

Awards and honors: Gained a juried entry into the 
Midwest National Abstract Show and also into the Indiana State 
Fair this year.  I have won many ribbons and awards over the years 
though SALI membership competitive shows and through the
Johnson County Fair.

Organizations you are associated with: SALI and Greater Greenwood Arts Council.

25 Free Holiday cards with the purchase of 25
Valid in November, 2012 only. Not valid with any other offers.

317-882-7827
www.shootingstarsportraitstudios.com

Value over

$62
1001 N. SR 135 Greenwood, IN 46142

Memories that last a lifetime...

CG ICON // Artist Profile

Barbara Dunn-Stear
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Made fresh everyday in our store from
the fi nest and freshest ingredients.

Ice Cream - Gelato - Sorbets - Sherbets - Frozen Yogurt
Shakes - Malts - Smoothies - Frozen Coffee Drinks

Between Starbucks & McAlister‛s Deli
1011 North State Road 135 • 317-865-8844

Hours: Daily 11am to 9pm

Expires 11-30-2012

It‛s simply the best....I cannot tell a lie....It‛s simply the best....I cannot tell a lie....It‛s simply the best....I cannot tell a lie...
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It‛s simply the best....I cannot tell a lie....It‛s simply the best....I cannot tell a lie....It‛s simply the best....I cannot tell a lie...

It‛s sim
ply the best....I cannot tell a lie.....It‛s sim

ply the best...

TRY OUR
Seasonal Pumpkin 

Pleasure Frappe

FREE
Topping
With Purchase of a

Medium or 
Large Bowl

Made fresh everyday in our store from

It‛s simply the best....I cannot tell a lie....It‛s simply the best....I cannot tell a lie....It‛s simply the best....I cannot tell a lie...It‛s simply the best....I cannot tell a lie....It‛s simply the best....I cannot tell a lie....It‛s simply the best....I cannot tell a lie...It‛s simply the best....I cannot tell a lie....It‛s simply the best....I cannot tell a lie....It‛s simply the best....I cannot tell a lie...

Voted #1 Resale Furniture Shop on the Indy A-List 2011 & 2012

1140 N SR 135, Greenwood, IN • 317.300.0694
Monday-Saturday 10-7pm • Closed Sunday

Our second location:
350 E. High St., Mooresville, IN • 317.834.9105

Wednesday-Friday 10-6pm • Saturday 10-4pm • Closed Sunday

CG ICON // Philanthropy

As 2012 draws to a close, wise donors should 
take the following into consideration when plan-
ning year-end or future gifts:
 
1.    Budget for giving. Plan your philanthropic 
activities right into your budget just as you would 
other financial obligations.
2.    Be an informed giver. Don’t be afraid to ask 
questions when you’re asked to give, including 
the specific name of the solicitor and his or her 
relationship to the organization, how much of 
your gift will be used for overhead, the specific 
project the money will go toward, and other im-
portant information.
3.    Keep the right records. For gifts of less than 
$250, a canceled check or credit card statement is 
sufficient for IRS requirements. For larger gifts, 
you’ll want to get a properly worded receipt from 
the charitable organization as a confirmation of 
your tax-deductible contribution.
4.    Be aware of how much is really tax de-
ductible. If you receive a premium in exchange 
for your gift (such as a book or a dinner), the 
amount of your tax deduction is reduced by the 
fair market value of the premium.
5.    Ask about matching gifts. Many employ-
ers match gifts made by their employees or 

make grants to organizations recommended by 
employees.
6.    Remember, your gift can be confidential. 
If you prefer to have your gift remain confiden-
tial, you should let the organization know and it 
should honor your request. 
7.    Consider alternative forms of giving. Don’t 
overlook the benefits to you and your cause that 
are received from bequests, charitable gift annui-
ties, gifts in kind, endowments and many other 
creative forms of giving.  
8.    Volunteer! In addition to financial support, 
consider giving your time and skills. Not only 
will you help the organization, but you’ll also 
make contacts, hone your skills, and learn more 
about the charitable cause to which you’re com-
mitting your time and money.
9.       Don’t forget you have the right to say 
no. Give generously when you can, but if you’re 
unsure or feel uncomfortable — or if an organi-
zation simply falls outside your plan for giving 
— don’t be afraid to say no. 
10.   Be a proactive giver! You don’t have to wait 
to be asked. Contact the charitable organizations 
of your choice to discuss how your gifts can be 
most effectively used and help make a difference 
in your community.

By Gail Richards

Gail Richards is CEO and president of the Johnson County Community Foundation. Contact her at gailr@jccf.org or 
(317) 738-2213.

LIFESTYLE Dispatches
Will work for brewskis
The typical American keeps his or her nose to the grindstone for five minutes to earn enough money for a single beer – the fastest rate of 
any country studied in a recent Beer and Labour report.  –bites.today.com 

Tied up in style
Not everyone can be a guru with expertise in matching crisp shirts and stylish ties. Esquire recently launched a guide that helps match up 
10 shirts and 30 ties. Check it out for stylish combos. – esquire.com 

Facts on tap
Consider the fact that if a person’s body water drops by 2 percent headaches, fatigue and dizziness occur. In 2009, Americans doled out 
$10.6 billion on bottled water. Now, consider that when reaching for a bottle or for the tap. – miamiherald.com

 
Clean complexion
Keeping your face clean isn’t as cut and dry as washing your face. Avoid using shampoo, shower gel or body wash for face washing, as those are 

rough on the skin. Cleansers with glycolic acid can be left on a little longer before a rinse, which works as a “mini-peel.”  
– miamiherald.com 

Move over, steak
Cook books are now taking a look at making vegetables the star of dinner, replacing meat as big staple. Track 
down “The Sprouted Kitchen:  A Tastier Take on Whole Foods” for recipes. – miamiherald.com 

Zins win big
Zinfandels, with their myriad flavors, won big at this year’s Sonoma Harvest Festival. The “$35-and-over” panel 
tasted 77 of 200 zinfandels and 29 walked away with gold medals. – miamiherald.com 

Tips and tricks 
A new book by Live Well Designs founder, Kyle Schuneman, promises to help new apartment dwellers maximize the space in a small apartment, as well as work 
with limited funding and less-than-admired permanent fixtures. Look for “The First Apartment Book:  Cool Design for Small Spaces on Amazon.  

– miamiherald.com

Time to think about your year-end gifting
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By Julie Boutilier

How to make your house your nanny

Julie Boutilier is owner-interior designer of Cornerstone Interiors, Greenwood. Contact her at cornerstoneinteriors@gmail.com or (317) 887-2778
Compiled by Nicole Davis

I read a story some time ago by a popular au-
thor and speaker who told about the only time 
in her life she ever saw her father cry.  It was 
just the two of them and he told her about a 
time when he was a boy and his family was liv-
ing in Los Angeles.  Her dad’s family was poor. 
His father was a sign painter and business 

was slow and they were running out of food.  
So, in desperation, his mother went to a local 
church and asked for help.  She wrote that her 
dad didn’t give any specific details of what hap-
pened. He only told her that the church said 
no; and that he was left with a vivid picture 
of his already defeated mother coming home 
crushed and in tears.  The saddest part of the 
story was that when that happened, her father 
decided, even though he was just a little boy at 
the time, that he was absolutely and irrevocably 
done with church.
There are a couple of things that came to my 

mind when I read that story.  First, it’s sad to 
think that a local church would say “no” when 
it came to helping someone with something as 
basic as food.  The second thing that comes to 

mind is the need for us to remember that the 
church is not a building; it’s people who have 
been saved by the grace of God.  Because of 
that salvation, we need to live our lives with 
an eye to people who are in need so we can 
demonstrate the love and care and compassion 
of Christ to the people we encounter on a daily 
basis, especially the people who are in need.  
We’re moving into a time of year when per-

sonal needs are magnified whether it’s a need 
for food or warm clothing or help with an 
electric bill or presents under the tree.  With-
out question, one of the most spiritual things 
we can do as Christians is step up to meet 
those needs when we see them.  You don’t have 
to read the gospels long to see that Jesus had 
a special place in his heart for the poor and 
needy.  No one person or one family can help 
everyone who is in need but we can all help 
someone.  We need to open our eyes and our 
hearts and offer help where help is needed.  
Who knows, it might just have an eternal 
impact.

Living our lives with the 
compassion of Christ

By Chris Philbeck

Chris Philbeck is senior pastor of Mount Pleasant Christian Church. You may email him at inquiry@mpccministry.com 
or call (317) 881-6727

Watching her church triple in size since she 
joined, Pat McGill says she has never once 
questioned her choice of church, St. Francis and 
Clare in Center Grove. When she and her hus-
band of 26 years moved to the area in 1998, they 
thought they would tour a few churches before 
deciding. 
“We walked into St. Francis and Clare and im-

mediately felt welcomed, warmth,” McGill said. 
“We never visited another parish.”
McGill currently works as coordinator for re-

ligious education at the church. There are 500 
children in those programs. With two young 
adult children, McGill says the church has also 
allowed them to grow and become more involved 
in religious affairs.
“It’s just a fabulous place to be,” she said. “It’s 

exciting, faith-filling. There’s just something for 
everyone. It’s not just a compelling worship envi-
ronment but also an uplifting community. We’re 
always open and receptive to having others join 
us.”

What is it about your place of wor-
ship that helps you grow spiritually? 
Certainly the sense of community that we have 

at St. Francis and Clare. It’s a very uplifting com-
munity and there is a desire to make others feel 
welcomed and appreciated. When you’re in that 
kind of environment, it encourages you to want 

to be more Christ-like and increase your own 
journey in prayer and study.

What is it about your place of wor-
ship that helps you to feel connected 
to your spouse, children, parents or 
other family? 
 Our children are young adults – my youngest 

is a high school senior and oldest is a junior in 
college. I coordinate all of the religious education 
programming through preschool and elementa-
ry-aged children. It’s been such a wonderful gift 
to see my children grow in their faiths and want 
to participate and share their faiths with young 
people as well. It’s something we share together. 
My husband is very active in our food pantry 
ministry; it’s something I do with him. It’s those 
kinds of activities that allow us to grow in our 
faith as a family.

 What is one meaningful event that 
has taken place at your place of 
worship? 
 There have been many. One of the most mean-

ingful was a spiritual retreat we did there 12 
years ago, a women’s weekend retreat where we 
shared a lot about our faith, our journeys. We 
had time to participate in the sacraments. Being 
in that environment within the church, we slept 
in the church for two nights, it was just an amaz-

St. Francis and Clare Roman Catholic Church
Sunday Mass: 7:15 a.m., 8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

5901 W. Olive Branch Rd.
Greenwood, IN 46143

(317) 859.4673

When the church fits…

Caring for your home is one of life’s responsibili-
ties, but having your home care for you and your 
family is usually one of life’s pleasures. Is your 
house your nanny? In the same way, the home 
can be designed to take care of its self and its 
owners, allowing everyone more time in the day 
for enjoyment. A home that works for you and 
not against you is for what we all strive.
In the beginning of the building process, one can 
be focused on the overall aesthetic of the home 
and get lost in the details. This can also be the 
case when the home needs to be refreshed and 
the process becomes daunting. However, a home 
that works for you and not against you requires 
careful planning and a fearless approach. This 
can make the house reflect your family’s culture, 
welcome guests and be easier to maintain.
In the upcoming months, we will discuss several 
ways in which your house can be your nanny 
and you can step away and enjoy your family a 
little more frequently. One area that can require 
constant maintenance is the stairway carpet. Of-
ten the stairs are located in the main entry and 
welcome your guests. It may not say what you 
were hoping if the carpet is soiled and worn at 

ing spiritual experience. I don’t feel like my feet 
touched the ground for a week after that. We try 
to have a couple of those every year.

Why would you recommend your 
place of worship to someone?
 We have an amazing pastor in Father Vince. 

He walks the walk and is a very faith filled man, 
a very kind man. He takes his role in his ministry 
to our parish to heart. It starts with our staff and 
it just filters on down to parishioners – there’s 
a place for everyone there. We have wonderful 
growing children’s programs, a senior community. 
The parish has something to offer for many.

the treads. One way to create an instant impres-
sion, while saving you the constant upkeep, is 
to install a patterned carpet on the stairs. Many 
times these patterns can be semi-commercial 
grade. This protects the carpet from wear and the 
pattern can help hide the accidental spill.
Masland and Stark Carpets have a variety of 
patterns. While these companies, along with 
others, have a range from modern to the most 
traditional markets, most are durable for the 
stairs. An added bonus is the affordability of the 
products. They are sold, most often, in 12’-0” 
goods and can be divided by three upon instal-
lation. This means the homeowner requires a 
very little amount. If the stairs have open wood 
treads, the edges need to be surged, but this, too, 
is at a nominal cost. 
Now that the entry has a visually interesting 
carpet, it should give your guests insight into the 
style of the rest of the home. The regular care of 
cleaning and vacuuming should have been cut 
in half by your new investment. Now your home 
has begun the process of becoming your nanny.

* Advertisement intentionally upside down

“Indy’s Oldest Heating & Cooling Co.”

Still Locally Owned
& Operated

317-639-1111
callthiele.com

Relax. It’s Rheem.®

FREE
2nd Opinion

Will be honored upon presentation of
Competitor Invoice at time of service.

Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expire 11/30/12

129th Anniversary Sale

$59.95
Furnace

or Heat Pump
Tune Up

Must present at time of service.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 11/30/12.

129th Anniversary Sale

Must present at time of service.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 11/30/12.

129th Anniversary Sale

FREE
10 Year Warranty

on the purchase
of an air conditioner,
heat pump or furnace

Save up to

$4801/2
price

Service Call
w/ paid repair

Must present at time of service. Cannot be combined with
any other offer or discount. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 11/30/12
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129th Anniversary Sale

No Hassle Financing Available! WAC

Save

$45
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CG ICON // Where We Worship

Patricia McGill finds St. Francis and Clare perfect on the first try

30 Years 
Experience 

Independent 
Agent

(317)889-3900
cindy@cindywilkinsins.com

www.cindywilkinsins.com

Cindy Wilkins Insurance Agency, INC
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE!

AUTO – HOME – LIFE

Agents: Cindy Wilkins, Karen Tonte,  
Grady Howard, Bruce Gale, Ashlee Byrd

317.454.8060

BANKRUPTCY
In most cases, you may be able to protect your  

home & car! Get rid of most debts!

FREE CONSULTATION
Attorney F.A. Skimin | Indianapolis

We are a Debt Relief Agency. We help people file for 
relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

Patrick, Christian, Patricia and Jay McGill.
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General R. Martin Umbarger

What do you consider your greatest virtue?  Loyalty.  I am loyal first to my family, friends but most of all to my country.
What do you most deplore in others?  I dislike domineering, or should I say bullish type people.  People that try to run roughshod 

over others.  Those that have to have things their way, a “my way or the highway” type person.  When I see or hear about someone 
being bullied by others it hurts me to the core.

What do you like most about living in Johnson County?  I have always said that living in southern White River Township 
gives me the best of both worlds.  First, living in a suburban, yet somewhat rural area, and second, also being close enough to 
Indy to experience all that a large city area has to offer.
If you had to live elsewhere in Metro Indianapolis, where would it be?  I would not want to live anywhere else but on 
the far South side.  I like the lifestyle and the people.  I still regard myself as a country boy from a farm community.  I am very 
proud of my agricultural background.
If you could begin life over, what would you change? I feel so fortunate to have had the opportunity to be a part of a small 

family business (now in its 4th generation) and also have a career in the Indiana National Guard.  However, owning your own 
business and serving in the military, even as a citizen soldier, takes a tremendous amount of commitment and time to include 

evenings and many, many weekends away.  I would love to have some of that time back and I would spend it with my family.
If money were no issue, how would you spend it? I have seen in my life and observed around the world, that the drive 

for money can be the root of much evil, or it can also be the source of much good.  I would do all that I could to use it in 
the latter.

What makes you happiest?  Spending time with my family.  As I have stated earlier, that in my life’s journey I have 
had far too much time away from my family.  Holidays with the family, it doesn’t get much better than that,  that is 
what makes me the happiest.

What is your favorite vacation spot?  My wife and I really enjoy southwest Florida, especially the Naples area; 
however, just any opportunity to be together on a trip anywhere is always a favorite.
What do you do with idle time?  I really don’t have too much of that.  But when I do, I really like to spend it 
with my parents; they are in their late 80’s and early 90’s.  I feel I am very fortunate to be able to still spend time 
with them.

What is it that makes you angry?  Deceitful people who have hidden agendas make me angry.
What do you do to escape from reality?  In my line of work that is pretty difficult to do, but I guess I would say 

sitting on my back porch enjoying a glass of wine with my wife, putting all the day’s worries out of our minds for just a 
few moments.

Which living person in Johnson County do you most admire?   Without a doubt, my mother and father, Walter and Jackie 
Umbarger, born in the Great Depression, part of the Greatest Generation, fought and sacrificed in WWII and helped save the 
world from tyranny.  They taught my brother and me the importance of saving first and spending second.  We should all learn 
from the values held by this Greatest Generation.
What is the quality you most like in a man? Integrity and personal courage.

What is the quality you most like in a woman? Integrity and personal courage.  I value the same qualities in both genders.  Pro-
fessionally, a Soldier is a Soldier, great leaders share the same values regardless of their gender.

What is your greatest extravagance?  A few years ago on a whim, I purchased a not-very-practical convertible sports car.  Even my 
wife asked me, “WHAT are you doing?!”  I can hardly fit in the dang thing!  Oh well…
What are your fears, phobias?  I fear most getting those phone calls from overseas, that something terrible has happened to one of 

our soldiers or airmen.
What has been the happiest time of your life?  I have been very fortunate throughout my life, being born in America, raised in 
the Midwest, having children and grandchildren, a solid family business and military career.  I feel that I have been blessed with 

many happy moments at many phases throughout my life.  Anybody that really knows me, knows that I am a pretty happy guy.
Which talent would you most like to possess?  More organizational skills. I haven’t seen the surface of my desk in weeks!

What do you most value in your friends?  Loyalty, integrity, strength of character. 
Which historical figure do you most identify with?  Joshua Chamberlain, a citizen soldier, leader, academic, and politician, Medal of Honor recipient from the Civil War.  He has been an inspiration to me.   
He was an American college professor from the state of Maine, who volunteered during the American Civil War to join the Union Army. Although having no earlier education in military strategies, he be-
came a highly respected and decorated Union officer, reaching the rank of brigadier general (and brevet major general). For his gallantry at Gettysburg, he was awarded the Medal of Honor. He was given the 
honor of commanding the Union troops at the surrender ceremony for the infantry of Robert E. Lee’s army at Appomattox, Virginia.  I would ask anyone reading this to “Google” Joshua Lawrence Cham-
berlain and read more about him, particularly his heroics on the second day of Gettysburg, at the battle of little round top.
What is your greatest regret?  Believe this one or not, having played high school and college football, I have always had this desire to be a football coach.  But it’s probably best that I stayed in agriculture 
and military endeavors.  I am certain I could never be as good of a coach like my good friend, Coach Eric Moore, go Trojans!
What tenet do you live by?  I try to live my life by the 7 Army core values: duty, honor, respect, loyalty, integrity, selfless service and personal courage.

Compiled by Rick Myers

The month of November celebrates Veterans Day and the Center Grove Icon would like to pay honor to one of its finest who wears the uniform – Major General R. Martin Umbarger. Major General Um-
barger was born, reared and still resides in Johnson County, specifically southern White River Township.  He played football and basketball at Center Grove High School (class of ’65) and football at the Uni-
versity of Evansville (class of ‘69).  He is part of a family business, “Roy Umbarger and Sons, Inc,” spanning four generations.  It is an agriculture business in Bargersville.  He has served 43 years in the Indiana 
National Guard, enlisting as a private in 1969, and progressing through the ranks.  He currently serves as the Adjutant General of the Indiana National Guard.  As the Adjutant General, he is the commander 
of over 15,000 soldiers and airmen who stand ready to protect the homeland and defend our nation abroad.  “I am so very proud of my family, my business, and those who also wear the cloth of our nation.” 
he says. I have been blessed to have a wonderful woman standing with me both in the business and in my military career, my wife, Rowana; I could not do it without her.”  Here we learn a little more about 
Major General R. Martin Umbarger
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Sunday is my favorite day of the week. Sunday 
has been family day in our house since I don’t 
know how long. There is this idea in my head 
that Sunday is the day I get to be with my family 
and enjoy the fruits of my labor, so to speak. The 
vision of a lazy Sunday with one’s spouse and 
kids enjoying uninterrupted time to play 
and just be a family is in the minds 
of most of us I think. The reality 
however:
Have you ever noticed 

that your to-do list never 
seems to get any atten-
tion until Sunday right 
after church and before the 
game or movie? It is as if time 
had stopped and nothing further 
would take place in the free world 
until YOU made some sort of dent 
in the honey-do list you have been 
promising to attack all week. Have you 
ever noticed that the honey-do list from 
last Sunday morphed into a small book in the 
weeks’ time since? Last week, the list comprised 
of fixing a leaking faucet, mowing and trimming 
the yard, fixing a couple of screens that have 
popped out and washing both cars. This week, 
the list has all of that plus completely cleaning 
out the garage so both cars could fit inside and 
cleaning out the mini-barn. 

Now, this would not seem to be too long a list 
particularly if you have sons at home. I have two 
and neither of them lives with us anymore. There 
is nobody here to pawn off, I mean, delegate the 

jobs to. It is left to me and me alone. Some-
times, I can get the wife involved but not 

too often. She cooks and I don’t want 
her to be distracted from that job! 

This is also the time that nothing 
works and/or multiple trips to the 

hardware store become a neces-
sity. I have decided that there 

is a universal rule that states 
that any household chore 

will require not less than 
three separate trips to 
the local hardware 
store. Propriety forbids 

me from disclosing the 
number of times I visited our 

friendly hardware store during 
my assault on the aforementioned list. 

I can tell you that they like me a lot there. 
Maybe a little too much. 
I can report to you here and now that I did 

make a huge dent in the honey-do list. Next 
Sunday will, no doubt, bring an ever larger and 
longer list of things to do. Can’t wait for Mon-
day so I can go to work and get a rest.

Lazy weekends with long to-do lists
CG ICON // Humor

By Scott Emmett

Scott Emmett lives in Greenwood with his wife, Karen, and an ornery old cat named Toby. Write to Scott at 
scott@scottemmett.com
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Cadillac XTS
has arrived!

And it is bringing 
the future forward.

The all new ATS
Built from the ground up

to take on the world!
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Sales: (866) 879-2415
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